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ENGLAND, 


FROM THA 
REVOLUTION, 
TO THE 


DEATH OF GEORGE THE SECOND; 


BOD K:-L 
CHAPTER VII. 


$ I. The Commons revive the bill againſt occaſional conformity, 


II. Conſpiracy trumped up by Simon Fraſer, Lord Lovat. 
III. The Lords preſent a remon france to the Queen. 
IV. The Commons paſs a vote in favour of the Earl of 
Nottingham. $ V. Second remonſtrance of the Lords. 
$ VI. Further diſputes between the two Houſes. & VII. 


De Queen grants the firſt fruits and the tenths to the poor 


clergy. VIII. Enquiry into naval affairs. & IS. Tryal 
of Lindſay. & X. Meeting of the Scottiſh parliament. 
XI. Violent oppoſition to the miniſtry in that kingdom. 
$ XII. Their parliament paſs the act of ſecurity. & XIII. 
Melancholy fetuation of the Emperor's affairs. & XIV. 

The Duke of Marlborough marches at the head of the allied 
army into Germany. & XV. He defeats the Bavarians at 


Schellenberg. & XVI. Fruitleſs — ith the Elector 
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of Bavaria. & XVII. The confederates obtain a complete 
victory at Hochſtadt. & XVIII. Siege of Landau. & XIX. 
The Duke of Marlborough returns to England. & XX. 
State of the war in different parts of Aer XXI. Cam- 
paign in Portugal. & XXII. Sir George Rooke takes 
Gibraltar. $ XXIII. And worfts the French fleet in a 
battle off Malaga. $ XXIV. S6 on of parliament in 
England. & XXV. An att of alienation paſſed againſt the 
Scots, $ XXVI. Manour of Woodſtock granted to the 
Duke of Marlborough. & XXVII. Diſputes between the 
tavo Houſes on the ſubject of the Ayleſbury: conſtables, 
$ XXVIII. The parliament diſſolved. & XXIX. Pro- 


ceedings in the parliameut of Scotland. & XXX. They paſs 


an act for a oy of union with England. & XXXI. 
Difference between the parliament and convocationin Ireland. 
XXII. Fruitleſi campaign on the Moſelie. & XXXIII. 
The Dukeof Marlborough forces the French lines in Brabant. 
S XXXIV. He is prevented by the deputies of the States 
from attacking the French army. & XXXV, He viſits the 
Imperial court of Vienna. $ XNXXVI. State of the war on 
the Upper Rhine, in Hungary, Piedmont, Portugal, and 
Poland. & XXXVII. Sir Thomas Dilkes deſtroys part of 
the French fleet, and relieves Gibraltar. & XXXVIII. 
The Earl of Peterborough and Sir Cloudeſley Shovel reduce 
Barcelona. XXXIX. The Earls ſurpriſing progreſs in 
Spain. & XL. New parliament in England. & XII. 
Bill for a regency in caſe of the Queen's deceaſe. & XIII. 
Debates in the Houſe of Lords upon the ſuppoſed danger to 
Tohich the church was expoſed. $ XLIIL The parliament 
prorogued. Diſputes in the convocation. & XLIV. Con- 
ferences opened for a treaty of union with Scotland. $ XIV. 


Subſtaiice of the treaty. 


"HE N the parliament met in October, the 
ueen in her ſpeech took notice of the de- 


clavation by the Duke of Savoy, and the treaty with Por- 
tugal, as circumſtances advantageous to the alliance. She 
told them, that alchough no proviſion was made for the 


expedition 
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expedition to Liſbon, and the augmentation of the land- CHAP, 


forces, the funds had anſwered ſo well, and the produce 
of prizes been ſo conſiderable, that the public had not run 


in debt by thoſe additional ſervices : that ſhe had contri- 


duted out of her own revenue to the ſupport of the circle 
of Suabia, whoſe firm adherence to the intereſt of the 
allies deſerved her ſeafonable aſſiſtance. She ſaid, ſhe 
would not engage in any unneceſſary expenſe of her own, 
that ſhe might have the more to ſpare towards the eaſe of 
her ſubjects. She recommended diſpatch and union, and 
earneſtly exhorted them to avoid any heats or diviſions 
that might give encouragement to the common enemies 
of the church and ſtate. Notwithſtanding this admoni- 
tion, and the addreſſes of both Houſes, in which they 


promiſed to avoid all diviſions, a motion was made in the 


Houſe of Commons for renewing the bill againſt occa- 
ſional conformity, and carried by a great majority. In 


the new draught, however, the penalties were lowered, 


and the ſevereſt clauſes mitigated. As the court no longer 
intereſted itſelf in the ſucceſs of this meaſure, the Houſe 
was pretty equally divided with reſpect to the ſpeakers, 
and the debates on each fide were maintained with equal 
ſpirit and ability : at length it paſſed, and was ſent up to 
the Lords, who handled it ſtill more ſeverely. It was op- 

poſed by a ſmall majority of the biſhops, and particularly 
by Burnet of Sarum, who declaimed -againſt it, as a 
ſcheme of the papiſts to ſet the church and proteſtants 


at variance. It was ſuccefſivcly attacked by the Duke of 


Devonſhire, the Earl of Pembroke, the Lords Haverſham, 
Mohun, Ferrars, and Wharton. Prince George of Den- 
mark abſented himſelf from the Houſe; and the queſ- 
tion being put for a ſecond reading, it was carried 'in the 
negative : yet the Duke of Marlborough and Lord Go- 
dolphin entered their diſſent againſt its being rejected, 
though the former had poſitively declared, that he thought 
the bill unſeaſonable. The Commmons having peruſed 
a copy of the treaty with Portugal, voted forty thou- 
ſand men, including five thouſand marines, for the ſea- 
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BOOK ſervice of the enſuing year; and a like number of land- 
deorces, to act in conjunction with the allies, beſides the 
1703 additional ten thouſand : they likewiſe reſolved, That the 


proportion to be employed in Portugal ſhould amount to 


eight thouſand. Sums were granted for the maintenance 


of theſe great armaments, as well as for the ſubſidies pay- 
able to her Majeſty's allies; and funds appointed equal to 
the occaſion. Then they aſſured the Queen, in an addreſs, 
that they would provide for the ſupport of ſuch alliances 
as ſhe had made, or ſhould make, with the Duke of 
Savoy. 
$ II. At this period the nation was alarined by the de- 
tection of a conſpiracy ſaid to be hatched by the Jacobites 
of Scotland. Simon Fraſer Lord Lovat, a man of deſpe- 
rate enterpriſe, profound diſſimulation, abandoned morals, 
and ruined fortune, who had been outlawed for having 
raviſhed a ſiſter of the Marquis of Athol, was the perſon to 


whom the plot ſeems to have owed it's origin. He repaired 


to the court of St. Germain's, where he undertook to aſ- 
ſemble a body of twelve thouſand Highlanders to act in 
Favour of the Pretender, if the court of France would 
aſſiſt them with a ſmall reinforcement of troops, together 


with officers, arms, ammunition, and money. The 


French King ſeemed to liſten to the propoſal ; but, as 
Fraſer's character was infamous, he doubted his veracity. 
He was, therefore, ſent back to Scotland with two other 
perſons, who were inſtructed to learn the ſtrength and 
Tentimentts of the clans, and endeavour to engage ſome of 


the nobility in the deſign of an inſurrection. Fraſer no 


ſooner returned than he privately diſcovered the whole 
tranſaction to the Duke of Queenſberry, and undertook to 
make him acquainted with the whole correſpondence be- 
tween the Pretender and the Jacobites. In conſequence of 
this ſervice he was provided with a paſs, to ſecure him 
| From all proſecution; and made a progreſs through the 
Highlands, to ſound the inclination of the chieftains. 
Before he ſet out on this circuit, he delivered to the Duke 


a letter from the Queen ants, os at St. Germain's, di- 


rected 
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rected to the Marquis of Athol : it was couched in general CH AP. 


terms, and ſuperſcribed in a different character; ſo that, 
in all probability, Fraſer had forged the direction, with a 
view to ruin the Marquis, who had proſecuted him for 


the injury done to his ſiſter. He propoſed a ſecond journey 


to France, where he ſhould be able to diſcover other more 
material circumſtances; and the Duke of Queenſberry 


procured a paſs for him to go to Holland from the Earl of 


Nottingham, though it was expedited under a borrowed 
name. The Duke had communicated his diſcovery to the 
Queen, without diſcloſing his name, which he defired 
might be concealed : her Majeſty believed the particulars, 
which were confirmed by her ſpies at Paris, as well as by 
the evidence of Sir John Maclean, who had really been 
conveyed from France to England in an open boat, and 
apprehended at Folkſtone. This gentleman pretended at 
firſt, that his intention was to go through England to his 
own country, in order to take the benefit of the Queen's 
pardon ; and this, in all probability, was his real deſign: 

but, being given to underſtand that he would be reated 


in England as a traitor, unleſs he ſhould merit forgive- 


neſs, by making important diſcoveries, he related al he 
knew of the purpoſed inſurrection. From his informa- 
tion the miniſtry gave directions for apprehending one 
Keith, whoſe uncle had accompanied Fraſer from France, 
and knew all the intrigues of the court of St. Germain's. 
He declared, that there was no other deſign on foot, except 


that of paving the way for the Pretender's aſcending the 


throne after the Queen's deceafe. Ferguſon, that veteran 
conſpirator, affirmed that Fraſer had been employed by 
the Duke of Queen{berry to decoy ſome perſons whom he 

hated into a conſpiracy, that he might have an opportu- 


_ nity to effect their ruin; and by the diſcovery eſtabliſh 


his own credit, Which began to totter. Perhaps there was 


too much reaſon for this imputation. Among thoſe who 
were ſeiſed at this time, was a gentleman of the name of 


Lindſay, who had been under-ſecretary to the Earl of 
Middleton. He had returned from France to Scotland, in 


order 
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B 90 o K order to take the beneſit of the Queen's pardon, under the 


1703. 


ſhelter of which he came to England, thinking himſelf 
ſecure from proſecution. He proteſted be knew of no 
deſigns againſt the Queen or her government; and that 
he did not believe ſhe would ever receive the leaſt injury or 
moleſtation from the court of St. Germain's. The Houſe 
of Lords having received intimation of this conſpiracy, 
reſolved, That a commiztee ſhould be appointed to exa- 
mine into the particulars; and ordered, That Sir John 
Maclean ſhould be next day brought to their Houſe. The 
Queen, who was far from being pleaſed with this inſtance 
of their officious interpoſition, gave them to underſtand by 
meſſage, that ſhe thought it would be inconvenient to 


change the method of examination already begun; and. 


that ſhe would in a ſhort time inform the Houſe of the 
whole affair. On the ſeventeenth day of December the 


Queen went to the Houſe of Peers, and having paſſed the 


bill for the land-tax, made a ſpeech to both Houſes, in 


which ſhe declared, that ſhe had unqueſtionable informa- 
tion of ill practices and deſigns carried on by the emiſſa- 
ries of France in Scotland. 'The Lords perſiſting in their 
_ reſolution to bring the enquiry into their own Houſe, choſe 

their ſelect committee by ballot; and, in an addreſs, thanked 


her Majeſty for the information ſhe had been PG to 


communicate. 


III. The Commons taking it for granted that the 
Queen was diſobliged at theſe proceedings of the Upper 
Houſe, which, indeed, implied an inſult upon her miniſtry, 


if not upon herſelf, preſented an addreſs, declaring them- 
ſelves ſurpriſed to find, that when perſons ſuſpected of 
treaſonable practices were taken into cuſtody by her Ma- 


jeſty's meſſengers, in order to be examined, the Lords, in 
violation to the known laws of the land, had vreſted 
them out of her hands, and arrogated the examination 
ſolely to themſelves; ſo that a due enquiry into the evil 


practices and deſigns againſt her Majeſty's perſon and 


government might, in a great meaſure, be obſtruQed. 
They earneſtly deſired, that ſhe would ſuffer no diminu- 
tion 
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tion of the prerogative; and they aſſured her they would, © HA P. 


to the utmoſt of their power, ſupport her in the exerciſe 
of it at home, as well as in aſſerting it againſt all invaſions 
whatſoever. The Queen thanked them for their concern 
and afſurances ; and was not ill pleaſed at the nature of 
the addreſs, though the charge againſt the Peers was not 


5 ſtrictly true; for there were many inſtances of their hay- 


ing aſſumed ſuch a right of enquiry. The Upper Houſe 
deeply reſented the accuſation. They declared, that by 
the known laws and cuſtoms of parliament, they had an 
undoubted right to take examinations of perſons charged 
with criminal matters, whether thoſe perſons were, or 
were not in cuſtody. They reſolved, That the addreſs 
of the Commons was unparliamentary, groundleſs, with- 
out precedent, highly injurious to the Houſe of Peers, 
tending to interrupt the good correſpondence between the 
two Houſes, to create an ill opinion in her Majeſty of 
the Houſe of Peers, of dangerous conſequence to the li- 


berties of the people, the conſtitution of the kingdom, and 
privileges of parliament. They preſented a long remon- 
ſtrance to the Queen, juſtifying their own conduct, ex- 


plaining the ſteps they had taken, recriminating upon the 
Commans, and expreſſing the moſt fervent zeal, duty, 
and affection to her Majeſty. In her anſwer to this re- 
preſentation, which was drawn up with elegance, propre 
ety, and precifion, ſhe profeſſed her ſorrow for the miſ- 


underſtanding which had happened between the two 


Houſes of Parliament, and thanked them for the concern 
they had expreſſed for the rights of the crown and the pre- 
rogative, which ſhe thould never exert fo willingly as for 
the good of her ſubjects, and the protection of their liberties. 

$ I'V. Among other perſons ſeiſed on the coaſt of Suſſex, 
on their landing from France, was one Boucher, who, 
had been aide-du-camp to the Duke of Berwick. This 


man, when examined, denied all knowledge of any con- 


ſpiracy : he ſaid, that being weary of living ſo long 
abroad, and having made ſome unſucceſsful attempts to 
obtain a pals, he had choſen rather to caſt himſelf ou the 
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BOOK Queen's mercy, than to remain longer in exile- from his 


0 native country. 
1703. 


He was tried and condemned for high- 
treaſon, yet continued to declare himſelf ignorant of the 
plot. He proved, that in the war of Ireland, as well as 
in Flanders, he had treated the Engliſh priſoners with 
great humanity. The Lords deſiſted from the proſecution ; 
he obtained a reprieve, and died in Newgate. On the 


twenty-ninth day of January the Earl of Nottingham told 


the Houſe, that the Queen had commanded him to lay 


before them the papers containing all the particulars hi- 


therto diſcovered of the conſpiracy in Scotland; but that 
there was one circumſtance which could not yet be pro- 
perly communicated, without running the riſque of pre- 
venting a diſcovery of greater importance. They forth- 


with drew up and preſented an addreſs, defiring, that all 


the papers might be immediately ſubmitted to their in- 
ſpection. The Queen ſaid ſhe did not expect to be preſſed 
in this manner immediately after the declaration ſhe had 


made; but in a few days the Earl of Nottingham deli- 


vered the papers ſealed to the Houſe, and all the Lords 
were ſummoned to attend on the eighth day of February, 


that they might be opened and peruſed. Nottingham was 


ſuſpected of a deſign to ſtifle the conſpiracy. Complaint 


was made in the Houſe of Commons, that he had diſ- 


charged an officer belonging to the late King James, who 


had been ſeiſed by the governour of Berwick. A warm 
debate enſued, and at length ended in a reſolve, That the 
Earl of Nottingham, one of her Majeſty's principal ſecre- 
taries of ſtate, for his great ability and diligence in the 
execution of his office, for his unqueſtionable fidelity to 


the Queen and her gavernment, and for his ſteady adher- 


ing to the church of England as by law eſtabliſhed, highly 


merited the truſt her Majeſty had repoſed in' him. 'They 
ordered the Speaker to preſent this refolution to the 
Queen, who ſaid, ſhe was glad to find them ſo well ſa- 


tisfied with the Earl of Nottingham, who was truſted by 


her in ſo confiderable an office. They peruſed the exami- 
nations of the witneſſes which were laid before them, 
without 
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without paſſing judgment, or offering advice on the ſub- 
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ject: but they thanked her Majeſty for having communi- \ oy 


cated thoſe particulars, as well as for her. wiſdom and care 
of the nation, When the Lords proceeded with uncom- 
mon eagerneſs in their enquiry, the Lower Houle, in ano- 


ther addreſs, renewed their complaints againſt the conduct 


of the peers, which they ſtill affirmed was without a pre- 


cedent. But this was the language of irritated faction, by 


which indeed both ſides were equally actuated. 

$ V. The ſelect committee of the Lords proſecuted the 
enquiry, and founded their report chiefly on the confeſſion 
of Sir John Maclean, who owned, that the court of 
St. Germain's had liſtened to Lovat's propoſal : that 


ſeveral councils had been held at the Pretender's court on 


the ſubject of an invaſion; and that perſons were ſent 
over to found ſome of the nobility in Scotland. But the 
nature of their private correſpondence and negociation 
could not be diſcovered. Keith had tampered with his 
uncle to diſcloſe the whole ſecret ; and this was the cir- 
cumſtance which the Queen declined imparting to the 
Lords, until ſhe ſhould know the ſucceſs of his endea- 
vours, which proved ineffeciual. The uncle ſtood aloot 3 
and the miniſtry did not heartily engage in the enquiry. 


The Houſe of Lords having finiſhed theſe examinations, 
and being warmed with violent debates, voted, That there 


had been dangerous plots between ſome perſons in Scot- 


land and the courts of France and St. Germain's ; and, 
That the encouragement for this plotting aroſe from the 


not ſettling the ſucceſſion to the crown of Scotland in the 


| Houſe of Hanover. Theſe votes were ſignified to the 


Queen in an addreſs; and they promiſed, that when the 
ſucceſſion ſhould be thus ſettled, they would endeavour to 


promote the union of the two kingdoms upon juſt and 
reaſonable terms. Then they compoſed another repreſen- 


tation, in anſwer to the ſecond addreſs of the Commons, 
touching their proceedings. They charged the Lower 
Houſe with want of zeal in the whole progreſs of this 


enquiry. 'They produced a great number of precedents, 
. 3 8 4 
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mentary ; and they, in their turn, accuſed the Commons 


of partiality and injuſtice in vacating legal elections. The 


Queen, in anſwer to this remonſtrance, ſaid, ſhe looked 
upon any miſunderſtanding between the two Houſes as a 
very great misfortune to the kingdom; and that ſhe ſhould 
neyer omit any thing in her power to preyent all occaſions 
of them for the future. 

6 VI. The Lords and Commons, animated by ſuch 
oppolite principles, ſeiſed every opportunity of thwarting 
each other. An action having been brought by one 


Matthew Aſhby againſt William White, and the other 


conſtables of Ayleſbury, for having denied him the privi- 
lege of voting in the laſt election, the cauſe was tried at 
the aſſizes, and the conſtables were caſt with damages. 
But an order was given in the Queen's-Bench to quaſh 


all the proceedings, ſince no action had ever been brought 
on that account. The cauſe being moved by writ of error 


into the Houſe of Lords, was argued with great warmth : 
at length it was carried by a great majority, that the order 
of the Queen's-Bench ſhould be ſet alide, and judgment 


pronounced according to the verdict given at the aſſizes. 
The Commons conſidered theſe proceedings as encroach- 


ments on their privileges. They paſſed five different reſo- 
lutions, importing, That the Commons of England in 


parliament aſſembled had the ſole right to examine and 
determine all matters relating to the right of election of 


their own members: That the practice of determining 
the qualifications of electors in any court of law would 


expoſe all mayors, bailiffs, and returning-oſſicers, to a 
multiplicity of vexatious ſuits, and inſupportable expenſes, 
and ſubject them to diſferent and independent juriſdictions, 
as well as to inconſiſtent determinations in the ſame caſe, 


without relief: That Matthew Aſhby was guilty of a 


breach of privilege, as were all attornies, ſolicitors, coun- 


ſellors, and ſerjcants at law, ſolliciting, proſecuting, or 
pleading, in any caſe of the fame nature. Theſe reſolu- 


tions, ſigned by the clerk, Were fixed upon the gate of 
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x | Weſtminſter-hall. On the other hand, the Lords an... © wh 1 P. 
A pointed a committee to draw up a ſtate of the caſe; and. 
upon their report, reſolyed, That every perſon being 1703. 


wilfully hindered to exerciſe his right of voting, might 
maintain an action in the Queen's courts againſt the officer 
by whom his vote ſhould be refuſed, to aſſert his right, and 
recover damage for the injury: That an aſſertion to the 
contrary was deſtructive of the property of the ſubjeQs, 
againſt the freedom of elections, and manifeſtly tended 
to the encouragement of partiality and corruption: That 
the declaring Matthew Aſhby guilty of a breach of privi- 
lege of the Houſe of Commons was an unprecedented 
attempt upon the judicature of parliament, and an attempt 
to ſubject the law of England to the votes of the Houſe of 
Commons. Copies of the caſe, and theſe reſolutions, were 
ſent by the Lord-keeper to all the ſheriſfs of England, to be 
circulated through all the boroughs of their N 
counties. 

$ VII. On the ſeventh day of February the Queen or- 
dered Secretary Hedges to tell the Houſe of Commons, 
that ſhe had remitted the arrears of the tenths to the poor 
clergy: that ſhe would grant her whole reyenue ariſing 
out of the firſt-fruits and tenths, as far as it ſhould be- 
come free from incumbrance, as an augmentation of their 
maintenance: that if the Houſe of Commons could find 
any method by which her intentions to the poor clergy 

might be made more eſfectual, it would be an advantage 
to the publick, and acceptable to her Majeſty. The 
Commons immediately brought in a bill, enabling her to 
alienate this branch of the revenue, and create a corpora- 
tion by charter, to direct the application of it to the uſes 
propoſed : they likewiſe repealed the ſtatute of Mortmain, 
ſo far as to allow all men to bequeath by will, or grant by 
deed, any ſum they {ſhould think fit to give towards the 
augmentation of benefices. Addrefles of thanks and ac- 
knowledgement from all the clergy of England were pre- 
ſented to the Queen for her gracious bounty : but very 
little regard was paid to Duznet, Biſhop of Sarum, al- 


though 
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though the Queen declared that prelate author of the 
project. He was generally hated either as a Scot, a low- 
church-man, or a meddling partiſan. 

VIII. In March an enquiry into the condition of the 
navy was begun 1 in the Houſe of Lords. They deſired 


the Queen, in an addreſs, to give ſpeedy and effectual 
orders, that a number of ſhips ſufficient for the home 
ſervice ſhould be equipped and manned with all poſſible 


expedition, They reſolved, That Admiral Graydon's not 


attacking the four French ſhips in the channel had been a 
: prejudice to the Queen's ſervice, and a diſgrace to the 


nation: That his preſſing men in Jamaica, and his ſeve- 
rity towards maſters of merchant veſſels and tranſports, had 


been a great diſcouragement to the inhabitants of that 
iſland, as well as prejudicial to her Majeſty's ſervice; and 
they preſented the addreſs againſt him, in conſequence of 


which he was diſmiſſed. They examined the accounts of 


the Earl of Orford, againſt which great clamour had been 
raiſed; and, taking cognizance of the remarks made by 


the commiſſioners of the publick accounts, found them 
falſe in fact, ill-grounded, or of no importance. The 


Commons beſought the Queen to order a proſecution on 


account of ill practices in the Earl of Ranelagh's office; 
and they ſent up to the Lords a bill for continuing the 
commiſſion on the publick accounts. Some alterations 
were made in the Upper Houſe, eſpecially in the nomina- 
tion of Commiſſioners; but thefe were rejected by the 
Commons. The Peers adhering to their amendments, 


the bill dropped, and the commiſſion expired. No other 


bill of any conſequence paſſed in this ſeſſion, except an 
act for raiſing recruits, which empowered juſtices of the 


peace to impreſs idle perſons for ſoldiers and marines. On 
the third day of April the Queen went to the Houſe of 


Peers, and having made a ſhort ſpeech on the uſual topicks 
of acknowledgement, unity, and moderation, prorogued 
the parliament to the fourth day of July. The diviſion 
ſtill continued between the two. Houſes of convocation ; 


ſo that nothing of moment was tranſacted in that aſſembly, 
except 
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except their addreſs to the Queen upon her granting the C H A P. 


firſt-fruits and tenths for the augmentation of ſmall bene- 
fices. At the ſame time, the Lower Houſe ſent their 
prolocutor with a deputation to wait upon the Speaker of 
the Houſe of Commons, to return their thanks to that 


clergy 3 and to aſſure them that the convocation would 


- purſue ſuch methods as might beſt conduce to the ſupport, 
honour, intereſt, and ſecurity of the church as now by 


law eſtabliſhed. They ſent up to the archbiſhop and pre- 
lates divers repreſentations, containing complaints, and 
propoſing canons and articles of reformation : but very 
little regard was paid to their remonſtrances. 


IX. About this period the Earl of Nottingham, after 


having ineffectually preſſed the Queen to diſcard the Dukes 


of Somerſet and Devonſhire, reſigned the ſeals. The 


Earl of Jerſey and Sir Edward Seymour were diſmiſſed: 
the Earl of Kent was appointed chamberlain, Harley ſe- 
cretary of ſtate, and Henry St. John ſecretary of war. 


The diſcovery of the Scottiſh conſpiracy was no ſooner 


known in France, than Louis ordered Fraſer to be im- 
priſoned in the Baſtile. In England, Lindſay being ſen- 
tenced to die for having correſponded with France, was 
given to underſtand that he had no mercy to expect un- 
leſs he would diſcover the conſpiracy. He perſiſted in 
denying all knowledge of any ſuch conſpiracy; and, 
ſcorned to ſave his life by giving falſe information. In 


order to intimidate him into a confeſſion, the miniſtry 


ordered him to be conveyed to Tyburn, where he ſtill 
rejected life upon the terms propoſed: then he was car- 
ried back to Newgate, where he remained ſome years: at 
length he was baniſhed, and died of hunger in Holland. 


The miniſters had been ſo lukewarm and languid in the 
inveſtigation of the Scottiſh conſpiracy, that the Whigs 


loudly exclaimed againſt them as diſguiſed Jacobites, and 
even whiſpered inſinuations, implying, that the Queen 
herſelf had a ſecret bias of ſiſterly affection for the court 
of St. Germain's. What ſeemed to confirm this allega- 

I tion, 
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B * K tion, was the diſgrace of the Duke of Queenſberry, who ee 
had exerted himſelf with remarkable zeal in the detection: 5 

2703, but the decline of his intereſt in Scotland was the real caule = 
of his being laid afide at this junCture. = th 

$ X. The defign of the court Was to procure in the ur 

Scottiſh parliament the nomination of a furceffor to tljle w 
crown, and a fupply for the forces, which could not be ce 
obtained in the preceding ſeſſion. Secretary Johnſton, in : 

concert with the Marquis of Tweedale, undertook to ba 

carry theſe points, in return for certain limitations on the 3 th 
ſucceſſor, to which her Majeſty agreed. The Marquis im 

Burnet, was appointed commiſſioner. The "office of lord-regifter = ti 
Hiſt. of & was beſtowed upon Johnſton ; and the parliament met ©0 


"pp Ig on the ſixth day of July. The Queen, in her letter, ex- pe 
ere preſſed her concern that theſe diviſions ſhould have riſen pa 
Tiadal. to ſuch a height, as to encourage the enemies of the na- co 
Lives of the tion to employ their emiſſaries for debauching her good = rec 
Wales. ſubjects from their allegiance. She declared her reſolu- ch 
Hit. of tion to grant whatever could in reaſon be demanded for th 
3 the quieting the minds of the people. She told them, ſhe had 4 ot! 
Do og empowered the Marquis of Tweedale to give unqueſtion- 15 „ 
e proofs of her determination to maintain the govern- BW: 
ment in church and ſtate as by law eſtabliſhed in that = A 
kingdom; to conſent to ſuch laws as ſhould be found ex 

wanting for the further ſecurity of both, and for prevent- 5 ſhi 

ing all encroachments for the future. She earneſtly ex- 1 pa 

An. 1704. horted them to ſettle the ſucceſſion in the proteſtant line, 10 
as a ſtep abſolutely neceſſary for their own peace and hap- : dit 

pineſs, the quiet and ſecurity of all her domimons, the '} tio 
reputation of her affairs abroad, and the improvement of $ ſhe 

the proteſtant intereſt through all Europe. She declared, l 736 

that ſhe had authoriſed the commiſſioner to give the royal Er 

aſſent to whatever could be reaſonably demanded, and BY 

was in her power to grant, for ſecuring the ſovereignty == 

and liberties of that her ancient kingdom. The remain- 1 

ing part of the letter turned upon the neceſſity of their i 

granting a ſupply, the diſcouragement of vice, the en- = 
couragement to 
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eouragement of commerce, and the uſual recommendation 
of moderation and unanimity. 

XI. The Duke of Hamilton preſented a debe, That 
the parliament would not name a ſucceſſor to the crown, 
until the Scots ſhould have concluded a previous treaty 
with England, in relation to commerce and other con- 
cerns. This motion produced a warm debate, in the 
courſe of which Fletcher of Salton expatiated upon the 
hardikips and miſeries which the Scots had ſuſtained ſince 
the union of the two crowns under one ſovereign, and the 
impoſſibility of bettering their condition, unleſs they 
ſhould take care to anticipate any deſign that tended to a 
continuation of the ſame calamities. Another reſolve was 
produced by the Earl of Rothes, importing, That the 
parliament ſhould proceed to make ſuch limitations and 
conditions of government as might be judged proper for 
rectifying the conſtitution ; for vindicating and ſecuring 
the ſovereignty and independency of the nation ; and that 
then the parliament would take into conſideration the 
other reſolve offered by the Duke of Hamilton, for a treaty 
previous to the nomination of a ſucceſſor. This propoſal 
was ſeconded by the court-party, and violent heats enſued. 
At length, Sir James Falconer, of Pheſdo, offered an 

expedient, which neither party could refuſe with any 
ſhow of moderation. He ſuggeſted a reſolve, That the 
parliament would not proceed to the nomination of a ſuc- 


ceſſor, until the previous treaty with England ſhould be 


diſcuſſed ; and that it would make the neceſſary limita- 
tions and conditions of government, before the ſucceſſor 
ſhould be nominated. This joint-reſolve being put to the 


vote, was carried by a great majority. The treaty with 
England was neglected, and the affair of the ſucceſſion 


conſequently poſtponed. The Duke of Athol moved, 
That her Majeſty ſhould be deſired to fend down the wit- 
neſſes, and all the papers relating to the confpiracy, that, 


after due examination, thoſe who were unjuſtly accuſed 


might be vindicated, and the guilty puniſhed according 
to their demerits. T he commiſſioner declared, that he 
had 
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had already written, and would write again to the Queen 
on that ſubject. The intention of the cavaliers was to 
convict the Duke of Queenſberry of malice and calumny 
in the proſecution of that affair, that they might wreak 
their vengeance upon him for that inſtance of his animo- 
fity, as well as for his having deſerted them in the former 
ſeſſion. He found means, however, to perſuade the Queen 
that ſuch an enquiry would not only protract the ſeſſion, 
but alſo divert them from the ſettlement of the ſucceſſion, 
and raiſe ſuch a ferment as might be produCtive of tragical 
conſequences. Alarmed at theſe ſuggeſtions, ſhe reſolved 


to prevent the examination; and gave no anſwer to the 


repeated applications made by her parliament and miniſters, 
Mean while the Duke of Queenſberry appeaſed his ene- 
mies in Scotland, by direQing all his friends to join in the 


oppoſition. 
$ XII. The Duke of Hamilton again moved, That the 


parliament ſhould proceed to the limitations, and name 
commiſſioners to treat with England, previous to all other 
buſineſs, except an act for a land-tax of two months, ne- 
ceſſary for the immediate ſubſiſtence of the forces. The 
Earl of Marchmont propoſed an act to exclude all popiſh 
ſucceſſors; but this was warmly oppoſed as unſeaſonable, 


by Hamilton and his party. A bill of ſupply being offered 
by the Lord-juſtice Clerk, the cavaliers tacked to it great 


part of the act of ſecurity, to which the royal aſſent had 
been refuſed in the former ſeſſion. Violent debates aroſe ; 
ſo that the Houſe was filled with rage and tumult. The 
national ſpirit of independence had been wrought up to a 
dangerous pitch of enthuſiaſm. The ſtreets were crowded 
with people of all ranks, exclaiming againſt Engliſh in- 


fluence ; and, threatening to ſacrifice as traitors to their 


country, all who ſhould embrace meaſures that ſeemed to 


favour a foregin intereſt. The commiſſioner and his friends 


were confounded and appalled. Finding it irapoſſible to 
ſtem rhe torrent, he, with the concurrence of the other 
miniſters, wrote a letter to the Queen, repreſenting the 
uncomfortable ſituation of affairs, and adviſing her Ma- 
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relied, found himſelf involved in great perplexity. The 
Tories had devoted him to deſtruction, He foreſaw that 
the Queen's conceſſion to the Scots in an affair of ſuch 
conſequence would furniſh his enemies with a plauſible 
pretence to arraign the conduct of her miſter : but he 
choſe to run that riſque, rather than ſee the army diſband- 
ed for want of a ſupply, and the kingdom left expoſed to 
an invaſion. He, therefore, ſeconded the advice of the 
Scottiſh miniſters; and the Queen authoriſed the com- 
miſſioner to paſs the bill that was depending. This act 
provided, That in caſe of the Queen's dying without 
iſſue, a parliament ſhould immediately meet, and declare 
the ſucceſſor to the crown, different from the perſon poſſeſ- 
ſing the throne of England, unleſs before that period a 
ſettlement ſnould be made in parliament of the rights and 
liberties of the nation, independent of Engliſh councils : 
by another clauſe, they were empowered to arm and train 
the ſubjects, ſo as to put them in a poſture of defence. 
The Scottiſh parliament having, by a laudable exertion of 
ſpirit, obtained this act of ſecurity, granted the ſupply 
without further heſitation : but, not yet ſatisfied with 
this ſacrifice, they engaged in debates about the conſpi- 
racy, and the proceedings of the Houſe of Lords in Eng- 
land, which they termed an officious intermeddling in 
their concerns, and an encroachment upon the ſovereignty 
and independency of the nation. They drew up an ad- 
dreſs to the Queen, deſiring that the evidence and papers 
relating to the plot might be ſubjected to their examination 
in the next ſeſſion. Mean while, the commiſhoner, dread- 
ing the further progreſs of ſuch an ungovernable ferocity, 
prorogued the parliament to the ſeventh day of October. 
The act of ſecurity being tranſmitted to England, copies 
of it were circulated by the enemies of Godolphin, who 
repreſented it as a meaſure of that miniſter; and the king- 
dom was filled with murmurs and diſcontent. People 
openly declared, that the two kingdoms were now ſepa- 

VorL. II. &-=- | | rated 


jeſty to paſs the bill, incumbered a8 it was with the act of CHAP. 
ſecurity. Lord Godolphin, on whoſe council ſhe chiefly \ , 
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B . K rated by law, ſo as never to be rejoined. Reports were 
ſpread, that great quantities of arms had been conveyed to 


1704. Scotland, and that the natives were employed in preparati- 


ons to invade England. All the blame of theſe tranſacti- 


ons was imputed to Lord Godolphin, whom the Tories 


determined to attack, while the other party reſolved to 


exert their whole influence for his preſervation : yet in all 


probability, he owed his immediate ſupport to the ſucceſs 
of his friend the Duke of Marlborough. y 


XIII. Nothing could be more deplorable than the 
ſituation to which the Emperor was reduced in the begin- 


ning of the ſeaſon. The malcontents in Hungary had 


rendered themſelves formidable by their ſucceſs : the 
Elector of Bavaria poſſeſſed all the places on the Danube, 
as far as Paſſau, and even threatened the city of Vienna, 
which muſt have been infallibly loſt, had the Hungarians 


and Bavarians acted in concert. By the advice of Prince 


Eugene, the Emperor implored the aſſiſtance of her Bri- 
tannick Majeſty; and the Duke of Marlborough ex- 
plained to her the neceſſity of undertaking his relief. This 
nobleman in the month of January had croſſed the ſea to 
Holland, and concerted a ſcheme with the deputies of 
the States-General, for the operations of the enſuing cam- 
paign. They agreed, that General Auverquerque ſhould 
lie upon rhe defenſive with a ſmall body of troops in the 


Netherlands, while the main army of the allies ſhould act 


upon the Rhine, under the command of the Duke of 
Marlborough. Such was the pretext under which this 


conſummate general concealed another plan, which was 


communicated to a few only, in whoſe diſcretion he could 
confide. It was approved by the Penſionary and ſome 
leading men, who ſecured its favourable reception with the 
States-General, when it became neceſſary to 1mpart the 
ſecret to that numerous aſſembly. In the mean time, the 


preparations were made, on pretence of carrying the war 
to the banks of the Moſelle. 


XIV. In the month of April, the Duke, accompa- 
nied by his brother General Churchill, Lieutenant-Ge- 


neral 


A NN E. 


diſtinction, embarked for Holland, where he had a long 
conference with a deputation of the States, concerning a 
propoſal of ſending a large army towards the Moſelle. 


The deputies of Zealand oppoſed this meaſure of ſending 


their troops to ſuch a diſtance ſo ſtrenuouſly, that the 
Duke was obliged to tell them, in plain terms, he had re- 
ceived orders to march thither with the Britiſh forces. He 


accordingly aſſembled his army at Maeſtricht; and on 


the eighth day of May began his march into Germany. 
The French imagined his intention was to begin the 
campaign with the ſiege of Traerbach, and penetrate into 
France along the Moſelle. In this perſuaſion they ſent a 
detachment to that river; and gave out that they intended 
to inveſt Huy, a pretence to which the Duke paid no re- 
gard. He continued his route by Bedburg, Kerpenord, 
Kalſecken: he viſited the fortifications of Bonne, where 
he received certain advice, that the recruits and re-en- 
forcements for the French army in Bavaria had joined the 
Elector at Villingen. He redoubled his diligence, paſſed 
the Neckar on the third of June, and halted at Laden- 


burgh: from thence he wrote a letter to the States Ge- 
neral, giving them to underſtand, that he had the Queen's 


orders to march to the relief of the empire; and expreſſing 
his hope that they would approve the deſign, and allow 


their troops to ſhare the honour of the expedition. By the 


return of a courier he received their approbation, and full 
power to command their forces. He then proceeded to 
Mildenheim, where he was viſited by Prince Eugene ; ; and 
theſe two great men, whoſe talents were congenial, imme- 
diately contracted an intimacy of friendſhip. Next day 
Prince Louis of Baden arrived in the camp at Great Hip- 


> pach. He told the Duke, his grace was come to fave the 
= empire, and to give him an opportunity of vindicating his 


honour, which he knew was at the laſt ſtake in the opi- 
nion of ſome people. The Duke replied, he was come to 
learn of him how to ſerve the empire : that . muſt be 
ignorant indeed, who did not know that the Prince of 


2 2 Baden, 
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neral Lumley, the Earl of Orkney, and other officers of C H A P. 
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B 70 K Baden, when his health permitted him, had preſerved the 
empire, and extended its conqueſts. 


ol 


$ XV. Thoſe three celebrated generals agreed that the 
two armies ſhould join: that the command ſhould be al- 
ternately veſted in the Duke and Prince Louis, from day 
to day; and that Prince Eugene ſhould command a ſepa- 
rate army on the Rhine. Prince Louis returned to his 
army on the Danube; Prince Eugene ſet out for Philipſ- 
burg; the Duke of Marlborough being joined by the Im- 
perial army under Prince Louis of Baden, at Weſtertellen, 
proſecuted his march by Elchingen, Gingen, and Land- 
thauſſen. On the firſt day of July he was in ſight of the 
enemy's entrenchments at Dillingen, and encamped with 
his right at Amerdighem, and his left at Onderingen. 
Underſtanding that the Elector of Bavaria had detached 


the beſt part of his infantry to re-enforce the Count 


D' Arco, who was poſted behind ſtrong lines at Schellen- 
berg near Donawert, he reſolved to attack their entrench- 
ments without delay. On the ſecond day of July he ad- 
vanced towards the enemy, and paſſed the river Wermitz; 
about five o'clock in the afternoon the attack was begun 
by the Engliſh and Dutch infantry, ſupported by the horſe 
and dragoons. They were very ſeverely handled, and even 
obliged to give way, when Prince Louis of Baden march- 
ing up, at the head of the Imperialiſts, to another part of 
the line, made a diverſion in their favour. After an obſti- 
nate reſiſtance they forced the entrenchments, and the 
horſe entering with the infantry, fell ſo furiouſly upon the 
enemy, already diſordered, that they were routed with 
great ſlaughter. They fled with the utmoſt trepidation to 
Donawert on the Danube, leaving ſix thouſand men 
dead on the field of battle. The confederates took ſixteen 
pieces of cannon, thirteen pair of colours, with all the 
tents and baggage. Yet the victory was dearly purchaſed ; 
ſome thouſands of the allies were ſlain in the attack, in- 
cluding many gallant officers, among whom were the 
Generals Goor and Beinheim, and Count Stirum was 
mortally wounded. Next day the Bavarian garriſon aban- 
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doned Donawert, of which the confederates took imme - CHAP, 
diate poſſeſſion, while the Elector paſſed the Danube in v FA 


his march to the river Leche, leſt the victors ſhould cut off 


his retreat to his own country. The confederates having 


croſſed the Danube on ſeveral bridges of pontoons, a de- 


tachment was ſent to paſs the Leche, and take poſt in the 


country of the EleCtor, who had retired under the cannon 
of Augſburg. The garriſon of Neuburg retiring to Ingol- 
ſtadt, the place was ſecured by the confederates; and the 
Count de'Frize was detached with nine battalions and. 
fifteen ſquadrons to inveſt the town of Rain. Advice ar- 
riving from Prince Eugene, that the Mareſchals Villeroy 
and Tallard had paſſed the Rhine at Fort Kehl, with an 


army of five-and-forty thouſand men, to ſuccour the 


Elector of Bavaria, the generals of the allies immediately 
detached Prince Maximilian of Hanover, with thirty 


| ſquadrons of horſe, as a re-enforcement to the Prince. In 


a few days Rain ſurrendered, and Aicha was taken by 
aſſault. The Emperor no ſooner received a confirmation 
of the victory of Schellenberg, than he wrote a letter of 
acknowledgement to the Duke of Marlborough, and or- 
dered Count Wratiſlau to intimate his intention of inveſt- 
ing him with the title of prince of the empire, which the 
Duke declined accepting, until the Queen interpoſed her 
authority at the deſire of Leopold. 

XVI. The allies advanced within a league of Augſ- 
burg, and though they found the Elector of Bavaria too 
ſecurely poſted under the cannon of that city, to be diſ- 
lodged or attacked with any proſpect of ſucceſs, they en- 
camped with Friedburg in their centre, ſo as to cut off all 
communication between him and his dominions. The 


Duke of Marlborough having reduced him to this ſitua- 
tion, propoſed very advantageous terms of peace, provided 
he would abandon the French intereſt, and join the Im- 


perialiſts in Italy. His ſubjects ſeeing themſelves at the 
mercy of the allies, preſſed him to comply with theſe 
offers, rather than expoſe his country to ruin and deſola- 
tion. A negociation was begun, and he ſeemed ready to 
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ah o K ſign the articles, when hearing that Mareſthal Tallard 
bad paſſed the Black-foreſt, to join him with a great body 
of forces, he declared, that ſince the King of France had 
made ſuch powerful efforts to ſupport him, he thought 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


himſelf obliged in honour to continue firm in his alliance. 
The generals of the allies were ſo exaſperated at this diſ- 
appointment, that they ſent out detachments to ravage 
the country of Bavaria, as far as Munich : upwards of 
three hundred towns, villages, and caſtles were inhu- 
manly deſtroyed, to the indelible diſgrace of thoſe who 
countenanced and conducted ſuch barbarous practices. 


The Elector, ſhocked at theſe brutal proceedings, deſired, 
in a letter to the Duke of Marlborough, that a ſtop 


might be put to acts of violence ſo oppoſite to true glory. 


'The anſwer he received implied, that it was in his own 


power to put an end to them by a ſpeedy accommodation. 
Incenſed at this reply, he declared, that ſince they had 
obliged him to draw the ſword, he would throw away the 


ſcabbard. The Duke and Prince Louis, finding it im- 
practicable to attack the Elector in his ſtrong camp, re- 
ſolved to undertake the ſiege of Ingoldſtadt, and for that 


purpoſe paſſed the Paer near the town of Schrobbenhauſen, 
where they encamped, with their left at Cloſterberg. On 


the fifth day of Auguſt the Elector of Bavaria marched to 
Biberach, where he was joined by Tallard. He reſolved _ 
to pals the Danube at Lawingen, to attack Prince Eugene, 
who had followed the French army from the lines of 
Biehl, and lay encamped at Hochſtadt. Next day, how- 


ever, he made a motion that diſappointed the enemy. 


Nevertheleſs, they perſiſted 1 in their deſign of paſling the 


Danube, and encamping at Blenheim. The allies re- 


ſolved that Prince Louis ſhould undertake the ſiege of 
Ingoldſtadt, whilſt Prince Eugene and the Duke ſhould | 
_ obſerve the Elector of Bavaria. 


Advice being received 
that he had actually croſſed the Danube at Lawingen, the 


Duke of Marlborough joined the forces of Prince Eugene 


at the camp of Munſter on the eleventh day of Auguſt, 
TWICE" Louis having by this time marched off towards the 
k | | place 
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Marlborough and Prince Eugene obſerved the poſture of 
the enemy, who were advantageouſly poſted on a hill near 


Hochſtadt, their right being covered by the Danube and 
the village of Blenheim, their left by the village of Lut- 
zengen, and their front by a rivulet, the banks of which 


were ſteep, and the bottom marſhy. 


XVII. Notwithſtanding theſe difficulties, the generals 
reſolved to attack them immediately, rather than lie in- 
active until their forage and proviſion ſnould be conſumed. 


They were moreover ſtimulated to this hazardous enter- 
priſe, by an intercepted letter to the Elector of Bavaria 


from Mareſchal Villeroy, giving him to underſtand, that 
he had received orders to ravage the county of Wirtem- 
berg, and intercept all communication between the Rhine 
and the allied army. The diſpoſitions being made for the 


attack, and the orders communicated to the general 


officers, the forces advanced into the plain on the thir- 
teenth day of Auguſt, and were ranged in order of battle. 


The cannonading began about nine in the morning. and 
continued on both ſides till one in the afternoon. The 
French and Bavarians amounted to about ſixty thouſand 
men. Mareſchal Tallard commanded on the right, and 
poſted ſeven-and-twenty battalions, with twelve ſquadrons, 


in the village of Blenheim, ſuppoſing that there the allies 


Mean while the-troops in the centre, and part of the right 
wing, paſſed the rivulet on planks in different places ; 


and 
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place he intended to beſiege. Next day the Duke of C HAP. 
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would make their chief effort: their left was conducted by 
the Elector of Bavaria, aſſiſted by Marſin, a French ge- 
neral of experience and capacity. The number of the 
.confederates did not exceed five-and- fifty: their right was 
under the direction of Prince Eugene, and their left com- 
manded by the Duke of Marlborough. At noon the 
action was begun by a body of Engliſh and Heſſians, 
under Major-General Wilkes, who having paſſed the 
Tivulet with difficulty, and filed off to the left in the face 
of the enemy, attacked the village of Blenheim with great 
vigour; but were repulſed after three ſucceſhve attempts. 
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and formed on the other fide without any moleſtation from 
the enemy. Art length, however, they were charged by 


the French horſe with ſuch impetuoſity, and fo terribly 
galled in flank by the troops poſted at Blenheim, that they 


fell in diſorder, and part of them repaſſed the rivulet : but 

a re-enforcement of dragoons coming up, the French ca- 
valry were broke in their turn, and driven to the very 
hedges of the village of Blenheim. The left wing of the 


confederates being now completely formed, aſcended the 
hill in a firm compacted body, charging the enemy's 


horſe, which could no longer ſtand their ground, but ral- 
lied ſeveral times as they gave way. Tallard, in order to 


make a vigorous effort, ordered ten battalions to fill up 
the intervals of his cavalry. The Duke, perceiving his de- 


fign, ſent three battalions of the troops of Zell to ſuſtain 
his horſe. Nevertheleſs, the line was a little diſordered by 


the prodigious fire from the French infantry, and even ob- 


liged to recoil about ſixty paces : but the confederates 
advancing to the charge with redoubled ardour, routed 
the French horſe ; and their battalions being thus aban- 
doned, were cut in pieces. Tallard, having rallied his 


broken cavalry behind ſome tents that were till ſtanding, 
reſolved to draw off the troops he had poſted in the village 


of Blenheim, and ſent an aide-du-camp to Marfin, who 


was with the Elector of Bavaria on the left, to defire he 


would face the confederates with ſome troops to the right 
of the.village of Oberklau, ſo as to keep them in play, 
and favour the retreat of the forces from Blenheim. That 
officer aſſured him, he was ſo far from being in a condi- 
tion to ſpare troops, that he could hardly maintain his 
ground. The fate of the day was now more than half 
decided. The French cavalry being vigorouſly attacked in 
flank were totally defeated. Part of them endeavoured to 
gain the bridge which they had thrown over the Danube 
between Hochſtadt and Blenheim but they were ſo cloſely 
purſued, that thoſe who eſcaped the laughter threw them- 


ſelves into the river, where they periſhed. Tallard, being 


ſurrounded, was taken near a mill behind the village of 
Sonderen, 


r 
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Sonderen, together with the Marquis de e , 


zeneral of horſe, the Major-Generals de Seppeville, 
— de la Valiere, and many other officers of diſtinc- 
tion. "Whilſt theſe occurrences paſſed on the left wing, 


_ Marſin's quarters at the village of Oberklau, in the centre, 


were attacked by ten battalions, under the Prince of Hol- 
ſtein-beck, who paſſed the rivulet with undaunted reſolu- 
tion : but before he could form his men on the other 


fide, he was overpowered by numbers, mortally wounded, 


and taken priſoner. His battalions being ſupported by 


ſome Daniſh and Hanoverian cavalry, renewed the charge, 


and were again repulſed : at length, the Duke of Marl- 


borough in perſon brought up ſome freſh ſquadrons from 
the body of reſerve, and compelled the enemy to retire. 


By this time Prince Eugene had obliged the left wing of 


the enemy to give ground, after having ſurmounted a great 
number of difficulties, ſuſtained a very obſtinate oppoſi- 


tion, and ſeen his cavalry, in which his chief ſtrength 


ſeemed to lie, three times repulſed. The Duke of Marl- 


borough had no ſooner defeated the right wing, than he 
made a diſpoſition to re-enforce the Prince, when he un- 


2g 
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derſtood from an aide-du-camp, that his highneſs had no 


occaſion for aſſiſtance; and that the Elector, with Mon- 


ſieur de Marſin had 1 Oberklau and Lutzingen. : 


They were purſued as far as the villages of Morſelingen 


and Teifſenhoven, from whence they retreated to Dillingen 
and Lawingen. The confederates being now maſters of 
the field of battle, ſurrounded the village of Blenheim, in 
which, as we have already obſerved, ſeven-and-twenty 


battalions and twelve ſquadrons were poſted. Theſe 


troops, ſeeing themſelves cut off from all communication 


with the reſt of their army, and deſpairing of being able 
to force their way through the allies, capitulated about 
eight in the evening, laid down their arms, delivered 


their colours and ſtandards, and ſurrendered themſelves 


priſoners of war, on condition that the officers ſhould 
not be rifled. This was one of the moſt glorious and 
complete victories that ever was obtained. Ten thou- 


ſand 
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0% K ſand French and Bavarians were left dead on the field oy 
6 greater part of thirty ſquadrons of horſe and 1 
104. dragoons perithed in the river Danube: thirteen; thouſand 
| were made priſoners : one hundred pieces of cannon were 
taken, with twenty-four mortars, one hundred and twenty- | 
nine colours, one hundred and ſeventy-one ſtandards, | 
ſeventeen pair of kettle-drums, three thouſand ſix hundred | 
tents, four-and-thirty coaches, three hundred laden mules, 
two bridges of boats, fiftcen pontoons, fifteen barrels, and 
eight caſks filled with ſilver. Of the allies, about four 
thouſand five hundred men were killed, and about eight 
thouſand wounded or taken. The loſs of the battle was 
imputed to two capital errors committed by Mareſchal 
Tallard ; namely, his weakening the centre, by detaching 
ſuch a anchbex of troops to the village of Blenheim, and 


his ſuffering the confederates to paſs the rivulet, and form 
unmoleſted. Certain it is, theſe circumſtances contri- 


buted to the ſucceſs of the Duke of Marlborough, who 
rode through the hotteſt of the fire with the calmeſt intre- 
pidity, giving his orders with that preſence of mind and 
deliberation which were ſo peculiar to his character. When 
he next day viſited 'Tallard, he told that general, he was 
ſorry ſuch a misfortune ſhould happen perſonally to one 
for whom he had a profound eſteem. The Mareſchal con- 
gratulated him on having vanquiſhed the beſt troops in the 
world; a compliment to which the Duke replied, That 
he thought his own the beſt troops in the world, ſeeing they 

had conquered thoſe upon whom the Mareſchal had de - 
ſtowed ſuch an encomium. FE 
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$ XVIII. The victorious generals hs by this 1 5 
ſtroke ſaved the Houſe of Auſtria from entire ruin, and A 
entirely changed the face of affairs in the empire, fignified | 
their opinion to Prince Louis of Baden, that it would be 
for the advantage of the common cauſe to join all their 
forces, and drive the French out of Germany, rather than 
loſe time at the ſiege of Ingoldſtadt, which would ſurrender | 
of courſe. This opinion was confirmed by the conduct of 


the French garriſon at Augſburg, who quitted that place 
on | 
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borough, who forthwith ordered a detachment to take 


poſſeſſion of that important city. The Duke having ſent 


Mareſchal de Tallard under a guard of dragoons to Frank- 
fort, and diſpoſed of the other priſoners of diſtinction in 


the adjacent places, encamped at Sefillingen, within half 


a league of Ulm. Here he held a conference with the 
Princes Eugene and Louis of Baden, in which they 


agreed that, as the enemy retreated towards the Rhine, 


the confederate army ſhould take the ſame route, excepting 


three-and-twenty battalions and ſome ſquadrons, to be left 
for the ſiege of Ulm, under General Thungen. They 


began their march on the twenty-fixth day of Auguſt, by 
different routes, to the general rendezvous at Bruſchal, 


27 


on the ſixteenth day of Auguſt. The magiſtrates ſent a C H a p. 
deputation, craving the protection of the Duke of Marl- 


VIII. 
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near Philipſburg. ' Then they reſolved, that Prince Louis 5 


of Baden ſhould undertake the ſiege of Landau, in order 


to ſecure the circle of Suabia from the incurſions of that 


garriſon. Conſidering the conſternation that prevailed all 
over France, nothing could be more impolitick than this 


meaſure, which gave the enemy time for recollection, and 
recruiting their forces. It was a propoſal on which the 
Prince of Baden inſiſted with uncommon obſtinacy. He 


was even ſuſpected of corruption. He vas jealous of the 
glory which the Duke of Marlborough had acquired, and 
ſuch a bigoted papiſt, that he repined at the ſucceſs of an 
heretical general. On the twelfth day of September he 
marched-towards Landau with the troops deſtined for the 
ſiege, and the Duke of Marlborough, with Prince Eugene, 
encamped at Croon Weiſſenburg, to cover the enterpriſe. 
By this time Ulm had ſurrendered to Thungen, even be- 


fore the trenches were opened. Villeroy advanced with 
his army towards Landau, as if he had intended to attack 
the confederates : but he retired without having made any 


attempt for the relief of the place, which was defended 
with the moſt obſtinate valour till the twenty-third day of 


November, when the beſiegers having lodged themſelves 


on the counterſcarps, the breaches being pranticalig, and 
be 
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BN, capitulated upon honourable conditions. The King of the 
170g, Romans had arrived in the camp, that he might have the | at 
credit of taking the place, the command of which he be: T 
ſtowed on the Count de Frize, who had before defended i it al 
with equal courage and ability. af 
XX. The next enterpriſe which the confederates ce 
undertook, was the ſiege of Traerbach. The Hereditary to 
Prince of Heſſe-Caſſel being entruſted with the direction pt 
of the attacks, inveſted the caſtle in the beginning of No- It 
vember. Though it was ſtrongly fortified, and well de- Sr 
fended, he carried on his operations with ſuch ſpirit and ol 
aſſiduity, that in about fix weeks the garriſon ſurrendered re 
the place on honourable terms. In the mean time the V 
Duke of Marlborough repaired to Berlin, where he ne- th 
gociated for a re-enforcement of eight thouſand Pruſſians, ni 
to ſerve under Prince Eugene in Italy during the next fr 
campaign. Thence he proceeded to the court of Hanover, m 
where, as in all other places, he was received with parti- le 
cular marks of diſtinction. When he arrived at the Hague, a 
he was congratulated by the States-General on his victories gr 
at Schellenberg and Blenheim, and as much conſidered th 
in Holland as if he had been actually ſtadtholder. He had ab 
received a ſecond letter from the Emperor, couched in the he 


warmeſt terms of acknowledgement, and was declared 
prince of the empire. In December he embarked for- ad 
England, where he found the people in a tranſport of joy, m 
and was welcomed as a hero who had retrieved the glory of | D 
the nation. . 

$ XR. In Flanders, nothing of moment was . 1 
except the bombardment of Bruges and Namur by Baron C0 
Spaar, with nine thouſand Dutch troops; and two at- = d 
tempts upon the French lines, which were actually pene- 
trated by Auverquerque, though he was not able to main- de 
tain the footing he had gained. The EleQor of Bavaria, | 
who had retired to Bruſſels after his defeat, formed a Ss 3 
ſcheme for ſurpriſing the Dutch general at the end of the | In 
campaign, and aſſembled all his troops at Tirlemont : but m 
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Villeroy to watch his conduct, and prevent his hazarding 
an engagement, except with a fair proſpect of advantage. 
The Mareſchal, finding him determined to give battle at 
all events, repreſented the improbability of ſucceeding 
againſt an enemy ſo advantageouſly poſted; and the ill 
conſequences of a repulſe: but, finding the Elector deaf 
to all his remonſtrances, he flatly refuſed to march, and 


produced the King's order to avoid an engagement. In 


Italy the French met with no oppoſition. The Duke of 
Savoy, being unable to face the enemy in the field, was 
obliged to lie inactive. He ſaw the Duke de Vendome 


reduce Vercelli and Ivrea, and undertake the ſiege of 


Verac; while he poſted his little army on the other ſide of 
the Po, at Creſcentino, where he had a bridge of commu- 
nication, by which he ſupplied the place occaſionally with 
freſh troops and proviſion. The place held out five 


months, againſt all the efforts of the French general: at 


length, the communication being cut off, the Duke of 
Savoy retired to Chivas. He bore his misfortunes with 


great equanimity; and told the Engliſh miniſter, that 


though he was abandoned by the allies, he would never 
abandon himſelf. The Emperor had neglected Italy, that 
he might act with more vigour againſt Ragotſki and the 


Hungarian malcontents, over whom he obtained ſeveral 


advantages; notwithſtanding which they continued for- 
midable, from their number, bravery, and reſolution. 
The miniſters of the allies preſſed Leopold to enter into a 


negociation for a peace with thoſe rebels; and conferences 


were opened; but he was not ſincerely diſpoſed to an ac- 
commodation, and Ragotſki aimed at the principality of 


Tranſylvania, which the court of Vienna would not eaſily 


relinquiſh. The Emperor was not a little alarmed by a 
revolution at the Ottoman Porte, until the new ſultan 
diſpatched a chiaus to Vienna, with an aſſurance that he 
would give no aſſiſtance to the malcontents of Hungary. 
In Poland, the diet being afſembled by the Cardinal-Pri- 
mate, Staniſlaus Lezinſki, Palatine of Poſnania, was 


elected 
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5 my K elected and prochüned king, and recognized by Charles of 
eden, who ſtill maintained his army by contributions 
304% in that country, more intent upon the ruin of Auguſtus 
than upon the preſervation of his own dominions; for he 
paid no regard to the progreſs of the Muſcovites, who had 
ravaged Livonia, reduced Narva, and made incurſions 
into Sweden. Auguſtus retreated into his Saxon domi- 
nions, which he impoveriſhed, in order to raiſe a great 
army, with which he might return to Poland : the Pope 
eſpouſed the intereſt of this new convert, ſo far as to cite 
the Cardinal-Primate to appear at Rome, and give an ac- 
count of the ſhare he had in the Poliſh troubles. The 
proteſtants of the Cevennois, deriving courage from deſpair, 
became ſo troubleſome to the government of France, that 
Louis was "obliged to treat them with lenity; he ſent 
Mareſchal Villars againſt them with a freſh re-enforcement; 
but at the ſame time furniſhed him with inſtruCtions to treat 
for an accommodation. This officer immediately com- 
menced a negociation with Cavalier, the chief of the re- 
volters; and a formal treaty was concluded, by which they 
were indulged with liberty of conſcience ; but theſe arti- 
cles were very ill obſerved by the French miniſtry. 
XXI. In Portugal, the intereſt of King Charles wore 

a very melancholy aſpect. When he arrived at Liſbon, 
he found no preparations made for opening the campaign. 
The Portugueſe miniſtry favoured the French in ſecret ; 
the people were averſe to heretics ; the Duke of Schom- 
berg was on ill terms with Fagel, the Dutch general; the 
Portugueſe forces conſiſted of raw undiſciplined peaſants; 
and the French ambaſſadour had bought up the beſt horſes 
in the kingdom; ſo that the troopers could not be properly 
mounted. The King of Portugal had promiſed to enter 
Spain with Charles by the middle of May; but he was 
not ready till the beginning of June, when they reached 
Santaren. By this time they had publiſhed their reſpective 
manifeſtoes; Charles diſplaying his title to the crown of 
Spain, and promiſing pardon to all his ſubjects who ſhould 
in three months join his army; and the King of Portugal 
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declaring, that his ſole aim in taking up arms was to re- 
ſtore the liberty of the Spaniſh nation, oppreſſed by the 

power of France, as well as to aſſert the right of Charles 
to that monarchy. The preſent poſſeſſor, whom they 
mentioned by the name of the Duke of Anjou, had already 

anticipated their invaſion. His general, the Duke of Ber- 
wick, entering Portugal, took the town of Segura by 


ſtratagem. The governor of Salva- terra ſurrendered at 


diſcretion; Cebreros was reduced without much oppoſi- 
tion; Zebredo was abandoned by the inhabitants; and 
the town of Lhana la Viella was taken by aſſault. Por- 


tugal was at the ſame time invaded in different parts by the 


E Marquis de Jeoffreville, Prince Tſerclaes de Tilly, and 
the Marquis de Villadarias, Two Dutch battalions were 
p attacked and taken by the Duke of Berwick at Sodreira 
22 Formoſa. Then he paſſed the Tagus, and joined Prince 


Tſerelaes. King Philip arriving in the army, inveſted 


Portalegre; and the garriſon, including an Engliſh regi- 
ment of foot commanded by Colonel Stanhope, were made 
7 priſoners of war. The next place he beſieged was Caſtel 

Davide, which met with the ſame fate. On the other 
4 hand, the Marquis Das Minas, in order to make a diver- 
7 fion, entered Spain with fifteen thouſand men, took Fuente 
* Grimaldo, in Caſtile, by aſſault, defeated a body of French 


and Spaniards commanded by Don Ronquillo, and made 


himſelf maſter of Manſeinto. The weather growing ex- 
© cellively hot, Philip ſent his troops into quarters of re- 


freſhment; and the allies followed his example. Duke 


ceſs, deſired leave to reſign his command, which the 


1 Queen beſtowed upon the Earl of Galway, who, with a 
re- enforcement of Engliſh and Dutch troops, arrived at 


Liſbon on the thirteenth day of July. About the latter end 
of September, the two Kings repaired to the camp near 
Almeda, reſolving to 5 Caſtile; but they found the 
river Agueda ſo 1 5 guarded by the Duke of Berwick, 
that they would not attempt a paſſage. T REY: therefore. 


retired 


Schomberg finding his advice very little regarded by the 
Portugueſe miniſtry, and ſeeing very little proſpect of ſuc- 
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retired into the territories of Portugal, and the army was 
put into winter-quarters. The Spaniards were now ſo | 
weakened, by detachments ſent with the Marquis de Vill. 
darias towards Gibraltar, that the Duke of Berwick could 
not execute any ſcheme of e n the remain- | 
ing part of the campaign. 

$ XXII. The arms of En gland were not leſs fortunate 
by ſea than they had been upon the Danube. Sir George 
Rooke having landed King Charles at Liſbon, ſent a 
fquadron to cruiſe off Cape Spartell, under the command 
of Rear-Admiral Dilkes, who, on the twelfth of March, 
engaged and took three Spaniſh ſhips of war, bound from 
St. Sebaſtian's to Cadiz. Rooke received orders from the | 
Queen to ſail to the relief of Nice and Villa Franca, 
which were threatened with a ſiege by the Duke de Ven- 
dome: at the ſame time he was preſſed by King Charles 
to execute a ſcheme upon Barcelona, projected by the 
Prince of Heſſe d' Armſtadt, who declared his opinion, | 
that the Catalonians would declare for the houſe of | 
Auſtria, as ſoon as they ſhould be aſſured of proper ſup- 
port and protection. The miniſtry of England under- |? 
ſtanding that the French were employed in equipping a 
ſtrong ſquadron at Breſt, and judging it was deſtined to 
act in the Meditarrancan, ſent out Sir Cloudeſley Shovel 
with a conſiderable fleet, to watch the motions of the 
Breſt ſquadron; and he was provided with inſtructions 
how to act, in caſe it ſhould be ſailed to the Mediterra- 
nean. Mean while, Sir George Rooke, in compliance 
with the entreaties of King Charles, failed with the 
tranſports under his convoy to Barcelona, and on the 
eighteenth of May appeared before the city. Next day, 
the troops were landed by the Prince of Heſſe, to the 
number of two thouſand, and the Dutch ketches bom- 
barded the place; but by this time the governor had 
ſecured the chiefs of the Auſtrian party; and the people 
exhibiting no marks of attachment to King Charles, the 
Prince re-embarked his ſoldiers, from an apprehenſion of 
their being attacked and overpowered by ſuperior numbers. 


% 


N . ea” > Neu 8 62 1 Nen Nee 2d Begg, g 
42 wad, 8 * * * RN N Wn << KA ö 1 x — Sens ev V3 $7 A. SOT SSREA * - r * & r "3 n 
8 "_ 2 2 r G n . n ee ie eee . 3 EE GA 2 4 . 8 = 3 Ps 3 Fe ply or <4 Fa rn a Ow by Spe ne 8 8 
K 9 * ̃ͤ 8 -E ꝰĩ⅛ʒ x /ðx2] ] n REID gy „„ / ⁵¼m—˙!) I RB IF ne Ee ROOTS . 3 teas Ss ö ESA. 
RE Toe ea LI te: CO Ct PI ADIOS Igor ae d go FF 777 VVV ã ff ri Cr th 000 WI ES 
PA EE ö iT y - FLARE FR 1 bY r rn 1 7 > 95 . 8 . THESE LENT 4 e C 5 oY IT. N © Cx . 4 S a io i 2. f 2 SIE een 
n „ n 8 5: = 2 e 3 . n 1 2 [RS EEE Ef LS Id. r „ I IS FG Ee Feet, IR EA Ce EA. wo 0-9 OT r 2 F CARIES 
3 NT.! nd f WIR. 33. DEC a eden OH ne ns EE CESS» BR 
2 — p . Pos 2 D _— OS a ri — * i | 5 . : = » 


e 
2 3 45 2 DET 
* „ TA > — 8 2 


he 
Ark 
7 


- 


AN N E. 


joined by Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, reſolved to proceed up 
the Mediterranean in queſt of the French fleet, which had 
ſailed thither from Breſt, and which Rooke had actually 
diſcovered, in the preceding month, on their voyage to 


Toulon. On the ſeventeenth day of July the Admiral 


called a council of war in the road of Tetuan, when they 


reſolved to make an attempt upon Gibraltar, which was 


but ſlenderly provided with a garriſon. Thither they ſail- 
ed, and on the twenty-firſt day of the month the Prince 
of Heſſe landed on the iſthmus with eighteen hundred 


marines; then he ſummoned the governor to ſurrender, 


and was anſwered, that the place would be defended to 
the laſt extremity. Next day the Admiral gave orders for 
cannonading the town: perceiving that the enemy were 
driven from their fortifications at the ſouth mole-head, he 
commanded Captain Whitaker to arm all the boats, and 
aſſault that quarter. The Captains Hicks and Jumper, 
who happened to be neareſt the mole, immediately manned 
their pinnaces, and entered the fortifications ſword in hand. 


The Spaniards ſprung a mine, by which two lieutenants, 


and about a hundred men, were killed or wounded. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the two Captains took poſſeſſion of a platform, 
and kept their ground until they were ſuſtained by Captain 
Whitaker, and the reſt of the ſeamen, who took by ſtorm 
a redoubt between the mole and the town. Then the 
governour capitulated; and the Prince of Heſſe entered 
the place, amazed at the ſucceſs of this attempt, conſider- 
ing the ſtrength of the fortifications, which might have 
been defended by fifty men againſt a numerous army. 
XXIII. A ſuſſicient garriſon being left with his 
Highneſs, the Admiral returned to Tetuan, to take in 
wood and water; and when he ſailed, on the ninth day 
of Auguſt, he deſcried the French fleet, to which he gave 
chaſe with all the ſail he could ſpread. On the thirteenth 
he came up with it, as it lay in a line of Malaga ready 


to receive him, to the number of two-and-fifty great ſhips, 


and four-and-twenty galleys, under the command of the 
Vor. II. ”D Count 


— — 
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Count de Tholouſe, high-admiral of France, with the 
inferior flags of the white and blue diviſions. The Engliſh 


fleet conſiſted of three-and-fifty ſhips of the line, excluſive 
of frigates; but they were inferior to the French in number 

of guns and men, as well as in weight of metal, and alto- 
gether unprovided of gallies, from which the enemy 


reaped great advantage during the engagement. A little 
after ten in the morning the battle began, with equal fury 
on both ſides, and continued to rage with doubtful ſuc- 


ceſs till two in the afternoon, when the van of the French 


gave way 3 nevertheleſs, the fight was maintained till 


night, when the enemy bore away to leeward. The wind 


ſhifting before morning the French gained the weather- 
gage; but they made no uſe of this advantage : for two 


ſucceſſive days the Engliſh admiral endeavoured to renew 
the engagement, which the Count de Tholouſe declined, 
and at laſt he diſappeared. The loſs was pretty equal on 


both fides, though not a ſingle ſhip was taken or deſtroyed 
by either; but the honour of the day certainly remained 
with the Engliſh. Over and above the diſadvantages we 
have enumerated, the bottoms of the Britiſh fleet were 
foul, and ſeveral large ſhips had expended all their ſhot 


long before the battle ceaſed : yet the enemy were ſo 


onzhly handled, that they did not venture another en- 
gagement during the whole war. The French King, in 


order to raiſe the drooping ſpirits of his people, claimed 
the victory, and publiſhed an account of the action, which, 
at this diſtance of time, plainly proves that he was reduced 


to the mean ſhift of impoſing upon his ſubjects, by falſe 


and partial repreſentations. Among other exaggerations 


in this detail, we find mention made of miſchief done to 


French ſhips by Engliſh bombs ; though nothing is more 


certain than that there was not one bomb-veflel in the 


combined fleet. The French academy, actuated by a 


ſervile ſpirit of adulation, cauſed a medal to be ſtruck on 
the occaſion, which, inſtead of perpetuating the glory of 
their prince, ſerves only to tranſmit their own ſhame to 
poſterity. After the battle, Sir George Rooke failed to 
Gibraltar 
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Auguſt. He arrived in September, and was received by 


the miniſtry, and the people in general, with thoſe marks 
of eſteem and veneration which were due to his long ſer- 


vices and ſignal ſucceſs; but he was ſtill perſecuted with 


a ſpirit of envy and detraction. Philip King of Spain, 


alarmed at the reduction of Gibraltar, ſent the Marquis 
de Villadarias with an army to retake it. The ſiege laſted 


four months, during which the Prince of Heſſe exhibited 
many ſhining proofs of courage and ability. The place 


was ſupplied with men and proviſions by convoys from 
Liſbon, until Monſieur de Pointis put a ſtop to that com- 
munication, by entering the bay with a ſtrong ſquadron: 
but he was obliged to retire at the approach of. Sir John 
Leake and Admiral Vanderduſſen; and the Marquis de 
Villadarias having made little or no progreſs on land, 
thought proper to abandon the enterpriſe. 

$ XXIV. The parliament of England meeting on the 
twenty-ninth day of October, the Queen, in her ſpeech, 


obſerved that the great and remarkable ſucceſs with 


which God - had blefſed her arms produced unanimous 
joy and ſatisfaction through all parts of the kingdom; and 
that a timely improvement of the preſent advantages 
would enable her to procure A laſting foundation of ſecu- 
rity for England, as well as a firm ſupport. for the liberty 
of Europe. She (declared her intention was to be kind 
and indulgent to all her ſubjects. She expreſſed her hope 
that they would do nothing fo endanger the loſs. of this 
opportunity; and that there would be no contention among 
them, but an emulation to promote the publick welfare. 


Congratulatory addrefles were voted and preſented by both 
Houſes. They were equal in their profeſſions of duty and 


affeCtion to the Queen; but the addreſſes imbibed a very 
different colour from the different factions by which the 


two Houſes were influenced. The Lords congratulated 


her on the great and glorious ſucceſs of her arms under 
the command of the Duke of Marlborough, without 


9 1 deigning 


35 


Gibraltar to refit, and leaving a ſquadron with Sir John PLS FE. 
Leake, ſet ſail for England on the twenty-fourth day of F 
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deigning to mention Sir George Rooke, who had defeated 
the French navy at ſea, and added the important fortreſs 
of Gibraltar to the Britiſh conqueſts. On the other hand, 
the Commons affected to mention the battle of Blenheim, 
and Rooke's naval victory, as events of equal glory and 
importance. However they might be warped by prejudice 
againft individuals, they did not ſuffer the war to languiſh 
for want of fupplies. Having taken into confideration the 
ſervices of the army and navy, they voted that the Queen 
ſhould be deſired to beſtow her bounty on the ſeamen and 
land-forces who had behaved. themſelves fo gallantly. 
Then they deliberated upon the different articles of na- 
tional expenſe, and granted four millions ſix hundred and 
ſeventy thouſand, nine hundred, and thirty-one pounds, 
for the occaſions of the enſuing year, to be raiſed by a 
land-tax, by the ſale of annuities, and other expedients. 
Theſe meaſures were taken with fuch expedition, that the 
land-tax received the royal aſſent on the ninth day of De- 
cember; when the Queen, in a ſhort ſpeech, thanked the 
Commons for their diſpatch, which ſhe conſidered as a 
ſure pledge of their affection. - n 

XXV. The high- church party took this occaſion to 
promote the bill againſt occaſional conformity, which was 
revived and brought into the Houſe on a new model, by 
Mr. William Bromley, who moved that it might be 
tacked to the land-tax bill, and ſent up to the Lords for 
their concurrence. The court no longer eſpouſed this 
meaſure ; and the violent party was weakened by defec- 
tion. | After a warm and Kedious debate, the tack was 
rejected by a great majority. The bill, however, paſſed 
the Houſe of Commons, and was ſent up to the Lords on 
the fourteenth day of December, when it would hardly 
have excited a debate, had not the Queen been preſent 
and deſirous of hearing what could be ſaid on both ſides oſ 
the queſtion. For the information and ſatisfaction of her 
Majeſty the ſubject was again diſcuſſed, and all the argu- 
ments being repeated, che bill was rejected by a majority 
of one- and- twenty voices. The next ſubject on which the 
N Houſe 
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Houſe of Lords employed their attention, was the late £ HA P. 
conduct of the Scottiſh parliament. The Lord Haverſham, : 


in a ſet ſpeech, obſerved, that the ſettlement of the ſuc- 


ceſſion in Scotland had been poſtponed, partly becauſe the 


miniſtry for that kingdom were weak and divided; partly 


from a received opinion that the ſucceſſion was never ſin- 


cerely and cordially intended by thoſe who managed the 
affairs of Scotland in the cabinet-council. He expatiated 


on the bad conſequences that might attend the act of ſe- 


curity, which he ſtiled a bill of excluſion; and particu- 


larly mentioned that clauſe by which the heritors and 


boroughs were ordained to exerciſe their fenſible men every 
month. He ſaid the nobility and gentry of Scotland were 
as learned and brave as any nation in Europe, and gene- 
rally diſcontented : that the common people were very 
numerous, very ſtout, and very poor; and he aſked who 
was the man that could tell what ſuch a multitude, fo 


armed, and ſo diſciplined, might do under ſuch leaders, 


could opportunities ſuit their intention? He recommended 


theſe circumſtances to the conſideration of the Houſe, and 


concluded with theſe words of Lord Bacon, “ Let men 


beware how they neglect or ſuffer matter of troubles to 


«© be prepared: for no man can forbid the ſparks that may 
&« ſet all on fire.” The Lords reſolved to conſider theſe 
ſubjects on the twenty-ninth day of November, when the 
Queen repaired to the Houſe of Peers to hear the debates, 
and by her preſence moderate the heat of both parties. 
The Earl of Nottingham reflected fo. ſeverely on the me- 


mory of King William, that he would have been ſent to 


the Tower, had not the Lords declined any ſuch motion 


out of reſpect to her Majeſty. After much declamation on 
the Scottith act of ſecurity, the grand committee of the 
Peers, by the advice of Lord Wharton, refolved, That 


the Queen ſhould be enabled, by act of parliament on the 
part of England, to name commiſſioners to treat about an 
union with Scotland, provided that the pariiament of 


oe” e 


Scotland ſhould firſt appoint committioners on the two 


for the ſame purpoſe : I hat no Scotſmen ſhouldjed. A 


bill 


N 
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35 BOO K deigning to mention Sir George Rooke, who had defeated 
lit N | ar , the French navy at ſea, and added the important fortreſs 
„og. of Gibraltar to the Britiſh conqueſts. On the other hand, 
5 the Commons affected to mention the battle of Blenheim, 
and Rooke's naval victory, as events of equal glory and 
importance. However they might be warped by prejudice 
againft individuals, they did not ſuffer the war to languiſh 
for want of fupplies. Having taken into confideration the 
ſervices of the army and navy, they voted that the Queen 
ſhould be deſired to beſtow her bounty on the ſeamen and 
land-forces who had behaved. themſelves fo gallantly. 
Then they deliberated upon the different articles of na- 
tional expenſe, and granted four millions ſix hundred and 
ſeventy thouſand, nine hundred, and thirty-one pounds, 
for the occaſions of the enſuing year, to be raiſed by a 
land-tax, by the ſale of annuities, and other expedients. 
Theſe meaſures were taken with fuch expedition, that the | 
land- tax received the royal aſſent on the ninth day of De- 
cember; when the Queen, in a ſhort ſpeech, thanked the 
Commons for their difpatch, which ſhe conſidered as a 
ſure pledge of their affection. Fe 
XXV. The high-church party took this occaſion to 
promote the bill againſt occaſional conformity, which was 5 
revived and brought into the Houſe on a new model, by Þ 
Mr. William Bromley, who moved that it might be 
tacked to the land-tax bill, and ſent up to the Lords for | | 


their concurrence. The court no longer eſpouſed this 
meaſure z and the violent party was weakened by defec= DD 


tion. After a warm and Kedious debate, the tack was 
rejected by a great majority. The bill, however, paſſed 
the Houſe of Commons, and was ſent up to the Lords on 
the fourteenth day of December, when it would hardly 
have excited a debate, had not the Queen been preſent 
and deſirous of hearing what could be ſaid on both fides of 
the queſtion. For the information and ſatisfaction of her 
Majeity the ſubject was again diſcufſed, and all the argu- 
ments being repeated, rhe bill was rejected by a majority 
of one-and-twenty voices. The next ſubject on which the 
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Houſe of Lords employed their attention, was the late C H A P. 
conduct of the Scottith parliament. The Lord Haverſham, ls 


1 rally diſcontented: that the common people were very 
. | numerous, very ſtout, and very poor; and he aſked who 
8 5 was the man that could tell what ſuch a multitude, ſo 
- z armed, and fo diſciplined, might do under ſuch leaders, 
e could opportunities ſuit their intention? He recommended 
a | theſe circumſtances to the conſideration of the Houſe, and 

J concluded with theſe words of Lord Bacon, © Let men 
o | © beware how they neglect or ſuffer matter of troubles to 
s i be prepared: for no man can forbid the ſparks that may 
y 5 “ ſet all on fire” The Lords reſolved to conſider theſe 
be ſubjects on the twenty - ninth day of November, when the 
or : Queen repaired to the Houſe of Peers to hear the debates, 
us and by her preſence moderate the heat of both parties. 
c- The Earl of Nottingham reflected fo. ſeverely on the me- 
as mory of King William, that he would have been ſent to 
ed the Tower, had not the Lords declined any ſuch motion 
on out of reſpect to her Majeſty. After much declamation on 
Aly the Scottith act of ſecurity, the grand committee of the 
ent Peers, by the advice of Lord Wharton, reſolved, That 
; of the Queen ſhould be enabled, by act of parliament on the 
her part of England, to name commiffioners to treat about an 
gu- union with Scotland, provided that the parliament of 
rity Scotland ſhould firſt appoint commiſſioners on the 
the for the ſame purpoſe : Ihat no Scotſmen ſhould” 


in a ſet ſpeech, obſerved, that the ſettlement of the ſuc- 
ceſſion in Scotland had been poſtponed, partly becauſe the 
miniſtry for that kingdom were weak and divided; partly 
from a received opinion that the ſucceſſion was never ſin- 
cerely and cordially intended by thoſe who managed the 
affairs of Scotland in the cabinet-council. He expatiated 


on the bad conſequences that might attend the act of ſe- 


curity, which he ſtiled a bill of excluſion; and particu- 


| larly mentioned that clauſe by which the heritors and 


boroughs were ordained to exerciſe their fenſible men every 


month. He ſaid the nobility and gentry of Scotland were 


as learned and brave as any nation in Europe, and gene- 
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privileges of Engliſhmen, except ſuch as were ſettled in 
England, Ireland, and the plantations, and fuch as were 
or might be in the ſea or land-ſervice, until an union 
could be effected, or the ſucceiſion ſettled as in England: 

That the traffick by cattle from Scotland to England 
ſhould be prevented: That the Lord- Admiral ſhould ifſue 
orders for taking fuch veſſels as ſhould be found trading 
from Scotland to France, or to the ports of any of her 
Majefty's enemies; and that care ſhould be taken to pre- 
vent the exportation of Engliſh wool into Scotland. On 
theſe reſolutions a bill was formed for an entire union, 
and paſſed the Houſe on the twentieth day of December. 
The Lords preſented an addreſs to the Queen, repreſent- 
ing that they had duly weighed the dangerous and perni- 
cious eſſects that were likely to be produced by divers acts 
of parliament lately paſſed in Scotland : That they were 
of opinion the ſafety of the kingdon required that ſpeedy 
and effectual orders ſhould be given to put Newcaſtle in 
a poſture of defence, to ſecure the port of Tinmouth, and 
repair the fortifications of Hull and Carlifle. They like- 
wiſe adviſed her Majeſty to give direCtions for diſciplining 
the militia of the four northern counties; for providing 
them with arms and ammunition ; for maintaining a com- 
petent number of regular troops on the northern horders 
of England, as well as in the north of Ireland; and for 
putting the laws in execution againſt papiſts. The Queen 
promiſed that a ſurvey ſhould de made of the places they 

had mentioned, and laid before the parliament; and that 
| ſhe would give the neceſſary directions upon the other arti- 
eles of the addreſs. The Commons ſeemed to concur 
with the Lords in their ſentiments of the Scottiſh act of 
ſecurity. They reſolved, I hat a bill ſhould be brought 
in for the effectual ſecuring the kingdom of England from 


the apparent dangers that might ariſe from ſeveral acts 


lately paſſed in the parliament of Scotland; and this was 
red on nearly the fame reſolutions which had been 
- the Upper Houſe. The bill ſent down by the 
thrice read, and ordered to he upon the table; 
but 
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but they paſſed their own, to take effect at Chriſtmas, C H A P. 


provided before that time the Scots ſhould not ſettle the 
ſucceſſion. When it was offered to the Lords, they paſſed 
it without any amendment, contrary to the expeQtation, 
and even to the hope, of ſome members who were no 
friends to the houſe of Hanover, and firmly believed the 
Lords would have treated this bill with the ſame contempt 
which had been manifeſted for that which they had ſent 
down to the Commons. 

$ XXVI. The Duke of Marlborough, at his firſt ap- 
pearance in the Houſe after his return to England, was 
honoured with a very extraordinary eulogium, pronounced 
by the Lord-Keeper, in the name of the Peers of England ; 
and a compliment of the fame nature was preſented to him 
by a committee of the Houſe of Commons. Doctor De- 
laune, vice-chancellor of Oxford, accompanied by the 


principal members of the univerſity, attended the Queen 


with an addreſs of congratulation upon the ſucceſs of her 
arms in Germany, under the admirable conduct and in- 


vincible courage of the Duke of Marlborough; and at fea, 
under the moſt brave and faithful Admiral Sir George 


Rooke. He received a civil anfwer from her Majeſty, 


though now ſhe took umbrage at Rooke's being raiſed 
upon a level with the Duke of Marlborough, whoſe great 
victories had captivated her admiration, and whoſe wife 


had alienated her affection from the Tories. The Com- 


mons perceiving how high he ſtood in her Majeſty's eſteem, 


and having been properly tutored for the purpoſe, took 


into conſideration the great ſervices of the Duke; and, in 


an addreſs, beſought her Majeſty to conſider ſome proper 
means to perpetuate the memory of ſuch noble actions. In 


2 few days ſhe gave them to underſtand by a meſſage, that 
the was inclined to grant the intereſt of the crown in the 


honour and manour of Woodſtock and hundred of Wooton 


to the Duke of Marlborough and his heirs ; and that as the 


heutenancy and rangerſhip of the parks, with the rents and 


profits of the manours and hundreds, were granted for two 
hves, ſhe wiſhed that incumberance could be removed. A. 


bill 
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BOOK bill was immediately brought in, enabling the Queen to 
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| PS —— beſtow theſe honours and manours on the Duke of Marl- jel 
9 1704. borough and his heirs; and the Queen was deſired to ad- ſot 
lll vance the money for clearing the incumberances. She not cat 
1 only complied with this addreſs, but likewiſe ordered the rig 
0 comptroller of her works to build, in Woodſtock- park, a | aff 
0 magnificent palace for the Duke, upon a plan much more | ca 
1 ſolid than beautiful. By this time Sir George Rooke was of 
1110 laid afide, and the command of the fleet beſtowed upon | ſhe 
108 Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, now declared rear-admiral of Eng- ful 
(41 land. Mareſchal de Tallard, with the other French ge- 7 gre 
Will | nerals taken at Hochſtadt, arrived on the ſixteenth of De- Y ple 
; | cember in the River Thames, and were immediately con- pri 
0 veyed to Nottingham and Lichfield, attended by a detach- to 
1900 ment of the royal regiment of horſe- guards. They were | for 
1101008 . 3 1885 
1 treated with great reſpect, and allowed the privilege of 5 the 
W | | riding ten miles around the places of their confinement. 5 ch: 
n XXVII. While the Houſe of Commons, in two | for 
10 it | ſucceſſive addreſſes, thanked the Queen for the treaty | Co 
10 which the Duke of Marlborough had concluded with H 
„ 4 Pruſſia, concerning the troops to be ſent to the Duke of % the 
„ Savoy; and defired ſhe would uſe her intereſt with the e 


allies, that they might next year furmſh their complete |} 2c 
proportions of men by ſea and land; the Lords examined 1 det 
into all the proceedings at ſea, and all the inſtructions of ue 
the Admiralty; and preſented an addreſs to the Queen, ju 
explaining all the different articles of miſmanagement. no 
She promiſed to conſider them particularly, and give ſuch | 
directions upon them as might be moſt for the advantage fer 
of the publick ſervice. The remaining part of the tak 
ſeſſion was conſumed in diſputes and altercations between the 
the two Houſes on the ſubject of the Ayleſbury conſta- : Wi. 
bles, who were ſued by five other inhabitants for having thi 
denied them the right of voting at the election. Theſe . He 
five perſons were committed to Newgate by order of the Þ wh 
Houſe of Commons. They moved for a habeas corpus in of 
the King's-Bench; but the court would take no cogni- | to 
" zZance of the affair. Two of the priſoners petitioned the if 


Queen 


5 


r 
. 


AN NE. 


Queen that their caſe might be brought before her Ma- 


jeſty in parliament. The Commons, in an addreſs, be- 


ſought the Queen to refuſe granting a writ of error in this 


caſe, which would tend to the overthrowing the undoubted 
rights and privileges of the Commons of England. She 
2 aſſured them ſhe would not do any thing to give them juſt 
| cauſe of complaint; but this matter relating to the courſe 


of judicial proceedings, being of the higheſt importance, 


2 ſhe thought it neceſſary to weigh and conſider very care- 
fully what might be proper for her to do in a thing of ſo 
great concern. They voted all the lawyers who had 


pleaded on the return of the habeas corpus in behalf of the 


AT 
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priſoners guilty of a breach of privilege, and ordered them 


to be taken into cuſtody. They likewiſe ordered the pri- 


ſoners to be removed from Newgate into the cuſtody of 


their ſerjeant at arms, leſt they ſhould have been diſ- 
charged by the Queen's granting writs of error. The pri- 


| ſoners, finding themſelves at the mercy of the exaſperated 


Commons, petitioned the Lords for relief. The Upper 


Houſe paſſed fix different reſolutions againſt the conduct of 
the Commons, as being an obſtruction to juſtice, and 


contrary to magna charta. The Lower Houſe demanded 


a conference, in which they inſiſted upon the ſole right of 


determining elections: they affirmed, that they only could 


judge who had a right of voting ; ; and that they were 
judges of their own privileges, in which the Lords could 


not intermeddle. = 
$XXVIII. The Upper Houſe demanded a free con- 
ference, which proved ineffectual. New reſolutions were 
taken by the Commons, diametrically oppoſite to thoſe of 
the Peers, who, on the other hand, attended the Queen 
with a long repreſentation of all the particulars relating to 


this affair. They affirmed that the proceedings of the 


Houſe of Commons againſt the Ayleſbury men were 
wholly new and unprecedented : that it was the birthright 


of every Engliſhman, who apprehended himſelf injured, 


to ſeek for redreſs in her Majeſty” s courts of juſtice : that 
if any power could control this right, and preſcribe when 


he - 
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he ſhould, and when he ſhould not, be allowed the benefit 
of the laws, he ceaſed to be a freeman, and his liberty and 
property were precarious. They requeſted, therefore, 


orders for the immediate iſſuing of the writs of error. 


Tbe Queen aſſured them that ſhe ſhould have complied 


with their requeſt ; but, finding an abfolute neceſſity for 
putting an immediate end to this ſeſſion, ſhe knew there 
could be no further proceedings on that matter. On that 


very day, which was the fourteenth of March, ſhe went 


to the Houſe of Lords, and paſſed the bills that were ready 
for the royal aſſent. Then ſhe thanked the parliament for 
having diſpatched the publick bufineſs : ſhe warned them 
to avoid the fatal effects of animoſity and diſſention; and 
ordered the Lord Keeper to prorogue them to Thurſday 
the firſt of May: but on the fifth of April they were diſ- 


ſolved by prodlumation and another was publiſhed for 


calling a new parliament. 'The Queen, accompanied by 
the Prince of Denmark, made an excurſion to New- 
market, and afterwards dined by invitation with the uni- 
verfity of Cambridge, where ſhe conferred the honour of 


| knighthood upon Dr. Ellis the vice-chancellor, upon 


James Montague counſel for the univerfity, and upon the 
celebrated Ifaac Newton mathematical profeſſor. The 
two Houſes of Convocation ſtill continued at variance. 
The Lower Houſe penned petulant repreſentations ; and 


the Archbiſhop anſwered them by verbal reprehenſion and 


2dmonition. The Tory intereſt was now in the wane. 
The Duke of Buckinghamſhire was deprived of the privy- 


Teal, and that office conferred upon the Duke of New- 


caſtle, a nobleman of powerful influence with the Whig 
party. The Earl of Montague was created Marguis of 
Mounthermer and Duke of Montague : the Earl of Pe- 


terborough and Lord Cholmondley were chofen of the 


privy-council; and Lord Cutts was ſent to command the 
c:00ps in Ireland, under the Duke of Ormond. 


XXX. 


that no conſideration whatever ſhould prevail with her JF 
Majeſty: to ſuffer an obſtruction to the known courſe of # 
juſtice ; but that ſhe would be pleaſed to give effectual 
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1 Khanged. The Marquis of Tweedale and Johnſton, hav- 
4 Ing been found unequal to the undertaking, were diſmiſſed. 

: be Duke of Queenſberry reſumed the management of 
affairs in that kingdom, under the title of lord privy-ſeal; 

3 the office of commiſſioner was conferred upon the 
Eyoung Duke of Argyle, who ſucceeded to his father's in- 
Vence among the preſbyterians. He was a nobleman 
; rs of good natural talents which had not been 
gneglected; candid, open, and ſincere, brave, paſſionate, 
45 and aſpiring: had he been endued with a greater ſhare of 
| 3 his character would have been truely heroick. 

At this juncture he was inſtructed to procure an act of the 
i Scottiſh parliament ſettling the proteſtant ſucceſſion ; or 
do ſet on foot a treaty for the union of the two kingdoms, 
At the opening of the ſeſſion in June the members were 
; ed into three parties, namely, the Cavaliers or Jaco- 
EÞites, the Revolutioners, the ſquadrone volante, or flyin ng 
Faro, headed by the Marquis of Tweedale, who diſ- 
klaimed the other two factions, and pretended to act from 
E the dictates of conſcience alone. The parliament was 


* ſucceſſion in the proteſtant line, and an act for a com- 
5 Miſſion to treat of an union between the two kingdoms. 
The Marquis of Annandale propoſed that the parliament 
2 ſhould proceed on the limitations and conditions of go- 


ſider the condition of the coin and the commerce of the 
nation. The Earl of Mar moved, that the Houſe would, 
preferably to all other buſineſs, conſider the means for 

Fagaging in a treaty with England. After a long debate 


Fchemes for ſupplying the nation with money by a paper- 
kredit were preſented by Dr. Hugh Chamberlayne and 
g ohn Law; but rejected. The Houſe reſolved, That any 
kind of Ae 7 by the circulation of bills, was an 


laws 


: djourned to the third day of July, when her Majeſty's | 
Jetter was read, earneſtly recommending the ſettlement of 


ernment : : that a committee ſhould be appointed to con- 


1 they reſolved to proceed on the coin and the commerce. 


Pruproper expedient z and appointed a council to put the 
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Marquis of Lothian: others were produced concerning 


the ſettlement of the ſucceſſion; and with that view they 2 


carried in favour of the cavaliers. On the twenty-ſecond 
day of Auguſt an act for this purpoſe was approved; and 


an act, ordaining, That the Scottiſh ambaſſadours repre- 


favoured ſtrong of republican principles. He afterwards 
_ enlarged upon every article, endeavouring to prove that 
they were abſolutely neceſſary to prevent the conſequence: 


rights and liberties ; to deter miniſters of ſtate from giving 
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laws relating to trade in execution. The Duke of Ha | 
milton propoſed that the parliament ſhould not proceed to 
the nomination of a ſucceſſor, until the treaty with Eng- 
land ſhould be diſcuſſed, and the limitations ſettled. Þ 
This propoſal being approved, a draft of an anſwer to 
her Majeſty's letter was preſented by the Marquis o 
'Tweedale. Two different forms of an act for a treaty i 
with England were offered by the Earl of Mar and the 
the eleCtion of officers of ſtate, and the regulation of com- 
i XXX. The chief aim of the n was to obſtruct 


preſſed the project of limitations, to which they knew the 3 Duk 
court would never aſſent. A motion being made, to grant [2 
the firſt reading to an act of commiſſion for a treaty with 
England, the Duke of Hamilton inſiſted on the limitations, 
and a vote being ſtated in theſe terms,“ Proceed to con- 
e {ider the act for a treaty or limitation,” the latter was 


next day an act for a triennial parliament, which the 
courtiers were enabled to defeat. They likewiſe paſſed 


ſenting Scotland ſhould be preſent when the ſovereign 5 
might have occaſion to treat with foreign princes and 
ſtates, and be accountable to the parliament of Scotland. 
Fletcher, of Saltoun, preſented a ſcheme of limitations that 


of Engliſh influence; to enable the nation to defend its 


bad advice to their ſovereign ; to-preſerve the courts of 
jadicature from corruption, and ſcreen the people from 
tyranny and oppreſſion. The Earl of Stair having argued 
againſt theſe limitations, Fletcher replied, „It was no 
wonder he oppoſed the ſcheme ; for, had ſuch an act 

6 ſubſiſtech 
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Hu ec ſubſiſted, his Lordihip would have been hanged bas the CHAP. 
d to, hy % bad council he had given to King James; for the con- | 2 
g. F ; % cern he had in the maſſacre of Glencoe; and for his zog. 
tled. 4 & conduct ſince the Revolution.” The next ſubject on 
r to! hach the parliament deliberated was the conſpiracy. A 
8 a motion being made that the Houſe might know what 
eaty I. aßwer the Queen had returned to their addreſs in the laſt 
the 5 ſeſſion, the Chancellor delivered to the Clerk-Regiſter 
ning the papers relating to the plot, that they might be peruſed 


1 by the members; but theſe being copies, and the evi- 
| dences remaining at London, no further progreſs was 
made in the affair. Yet the Duke of Athol, in a diſtin& 


35 

Y 8 fa 
3 
oy 


be narrative of the pretended conſpiracy, boldly accuſed the 
the Duke of Queenſberry of having endeavoured to miſlead 
rant 1 the Queen by falſe inſinuations againſt her good ſubjects. 
with f When the act for a treaty of union fell under conſidera- 
ons, tion, a draft for that purpoſe, preſented by the Earl of 
con- Mar, was compared with the Engliſh act, importing, 


: That the Queen ſhould name and appoint not only the 
5 commiſſioners for England, but likewiſe thoſe for Scot- 


and land. Fletcher did not fail to inveigh againſt the impe- 
the! rious conduct of the Engliſh parliament in this affair. He 
Ned exhorted the Houſe to reſent ſuch treatment, and offered 
pre- 1 the draft of an addreſs to her Majeſty on the ſubject; 
eign but this the Houſe rejected. Duke Hamilton propoſed 
and that a clauſe might be added to the act, importing, That 
and. the union ſhould no ways derogate from any fundamental 
that laws, ancient privileges, offices, rights, liberties, and 
ards dignities of the Scottiſh nation. This occaſioned a long 
that debate; and, the queſtion being put, was carried in the 
nces negative. Another clauſe was propoſed, that the Scottiſh 
d its ; commiſhoners ſhould not begin to treat until the Engliſh 
ving parliament ſhould have reſcinded their clauſe, enacting, 
s of That the ſubjects of Scotland ſhould be adjudged and 
rom taken as aliens after the twenty-fifth day of December. 
rued {The courtiers, conſidering the temper of the Houſe, would 
no not venture to oppoſe this motion directly, but propoſed 
act WW that the clauſe ſhould be formed into a ſeparate act; and 
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the expedient was approved. Though the Duke of Athol | 


entered a vigorous proteſt, to which the greater part 01 "2 mi 


the cavaliers, and all the ſquadrons adhered, comprehend- "3 


ing four-and-twenty peers, ſeven-and-thirty barons, and 2 


eighteen boroughs, the act for the treaty of union was, 
after much altercation, finiſned, empowering commiſ. | 


ſioners to meet and treat of an union; but reſtraining 


them from treating of any alterations of the church-go. | 
vernment as by law eſtabliſhed. While this important 
ſubject was under conſideration, the Duke of Hamilton, 


to the amazement of his whole party, moved that the IJ 
nomination of the commiſſioners ſhould be left to the 


Queen. Fourteen or fifteen of the cavaliers -ran out of I 
the Houſe in a tranſport of indignation, exclaiming that 
they were deſerted and baſely betrayed: by the Duke off 


Hamilton. A very hot debate enſued, in the courſe of | 


which the Duke was ſeverely handled by thoſe whom he ; 


had hitherto conducted; but, at length, the queſtion 


being put, Whether the nomination ſhould be left to the 
Queen or to the parhament ? the Duke's motion was ap- 
proved by a very ſmall majority. He afterwards excuſed 
himſelf for his defection, by ſaying, he ſaw it was in vain 
to contend; and that, ſince the court had acquired a 
great majority, he thought he might be allowed to pay 
that compliment to his ſovereign. He was deſirous of 


being in the commiſſion, and the Duke of Argyle pro- 


miſed he ſhould be nominated. The Queen refuſing to 
honour him with that mark of diſtinction, Argyle would 


not ſuffer himſelf to be named, and threatened to oppoſe 


the union; but means were found to appeaſe his reſent- 


ment. Two drafts of an addreſs being preſented by 


the Earl of Sutherland and Fletcher, of Saltoun, beſeech- 


ing her Majeſty to uſe her endeavours with the parliament 


of England, to reſcind that part of their act which de- 


clared the ſubjects of Scotland aliens; and an overture of 


a bill being offered, ordaining that the Scottiſh commiſ- 
ſioners ſhould not enter upon the treaty of union until that 


clauſe ſhould be repealed ; the courtiers moved, that the 
parliament 
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1 parliament ſhould proceed by way of order to their com- 
miſſioners, and by addreſs to her Majeſty. After ſome 
debate the Houſe aſſenting to this propoſal, the order and 
addreſs were drawn up and approved. The great and 
*X weighty affair of the treaty being at length happily 
tranſacted, though not without a proteſt by Athol and his 


adherents, the - parliament granted a ſupply of fifty thou- 


= fand pounds, and the Houſe was adjourned to the twentieth 
day of December: then the Queen declared the Earl of 


Mar ſecretary of ſtate, in the room of the Marquis of 


Annandale, who was appointed een dent of the 
| 2 council. 

XXI. In l the parliament met at Dublin on 
the fifth day of March, and voted one hundred and fifty 
thouſand pounds for the ſupport of the neceflary branches 
of the eſtabliſhment. A diſpute aroſe between the Com- 
mons and the Lower Houſe of Convocation, relating to 
the tithes of hemp and flax, aſcertained in a clauſe of a 
dill for the better improvement of the hempen and flaxen 
manufactures of the kingdom. The Lower Houſe of 
© Convocation preſented a memorial againſt this clauſe, as 
2 prejudicial to che rights and properties of the clergy. The 
Commons voted the perſon who brought it guilty of a 
breach of privilege; and ordered him to be taken into 
7 cuſtody. Then they reſolved, That the Convocation 
were guilty of a contempt and breach of the privilege of 


that Houſe. The -Convocation prefuming to juſtify their 
memorial, the Commons voted, That all matters relating 
to it ſhould be razed out of the journals and books of Con- 
vocation. The Duke of Ormond, dreading the conſe- 
quence of ſuch heats, adjourned the parliament to the firſt 
day of May, when the Houſes meeting again, came to 
ſome reſolutions that reflected obliquely on the Convoca- 


tion, as enemies to her Majeſty's government and the 


proteſtant ſucceſſion. The clergy, in order to acquit 
themſelves of all ſuſpicion, reſolved in their turn, That 


the church and nation had been happily delivered from 


'That 
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That the continuance of theſe bleſſings were due (under 
God) to the auſpicious reign and happy government of 


her Majeſty Queen Anne: That the future ſecurity and (- 


preſervation of the church and nation depended wholly 


(under God) on the ſucceſſion of the crown as ſettled by a . 
law in the proteſtant line: That if any clergyman ſhould 


by word or writing declare any thing in oppoſition to 


the Duke of Ormond embarked for England, leaving 


theſe reſolutions, they ſhould look upon him as a ſower of 
diviſions among the proteſtants, and an enemy to the 
conſtitution. They levelled another reſolution againſt 


the preſbyterians, importing, That to teach or preach 3 
againſt the doctrine, government, rites, or ceremonies of 


the church, or to maintain ſchools or ſeminaries for the 
education of youth, in principles contrary to thoſe of the 
eſtabliſhed church, was a contempt of the eccleſiaſtical 
laws of the kingdom; of pernicious conſequence ; and 
ſerved only to continue and widen the unhappy ſchiſms 


and diviſions in the nation. In June the parliament was 


prorogued to the ſame month of the following year : then 
the 
adminiſtration in the hands of Sir Richard Cox, lord- 
chancellor, and the Lord Cutts, commander in chief of 
the Queen's forces, Who were en lords-juſtices 
during the Duke's abſence. 

$ XXXLI. During. theſe tranſactions in Great-Britain 
and Ireland, the allies had not been remiſs in their prepa- 


rations for the enſuing campaign. The Duke of Marlbo- 


rough had fixed upon the Moſelle for the ſcene of action; 


and magazines of all forts were formed at Triers. On 


the thirteenth day of March the Duke embarked for Hol- 


land, where he prevailed upon the States-General to con- 


tribute their troops for the execution of his project. Having 
concerted with the deputies of the States and the Dutch 


generals the neceſſary meaſures for opening the campaign, 


he ſet out for Maeſtricht, in order to afſemble his army. 


On the fifth day of May the Emperor Leopold died at 


Vienna, and was ſucceeded on the Imperial throne by his 
eldeſt on Joſeph King of the Romans, a prince who 
reſembled 
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of intellect, and bigotry to the Romiſh religion. On the 


fifteenth of June the Engliſh troops paſſed the Maeſe, and 


continued their march towards the Moſelle, under the 


command of General Churchill; and the Duke ſet out 


for Creutznach, to confer with Prince Louis of Baden, 


who excuſed himſelf on pretence of being much indiſpoſed. 


Marlborough viſited him at Raſtadt, where in a confe- 


rence they reſolved that a ſufficient number of German 
troops ſhould be left for the ſecurity of the lines of Lauter- 
burg and Stolhoffen, under the command of General 
Thungen ; and that Prince Louis of Baden ſhould march 
with a Iarge detachment towards the Saar, to act in con- 
cert with the Duke of Marlborough. The confederate 


army paſſed the Moſelle and the Saar in the beginning of 


June, and encamped at Elft in ſight of the enemy, who 


retired with great precipitation, and entrenched themſelves 
in the neighbourhood of Coningſmacheren. The Duke's 


deſign was to beſiege Saar-Louis; but Prince Louis failed 


in the performance of his engagement : he feigned himſelf 
ſick, and repaired to the bath at Schlangenbade, leaving 


the ſmall number of Imperial troops he had conducted as 


far as Creutznach, under the command of the Count de 
Frize. He was ſuſpected of treachery ; but probably acted 
from envy of the Duke's military reputation *. 
$XXXIII. While this nobleman ſuſtained ſuch a mor- 
tifying diſappointment on the Moſelle, the French did 
not fail to make advantage of their ſuperiority in the Ne- 
therlands, where General D' Auverquerque was obliged to 


ſtand on the defenſive. They inveſted Huy, and carried 


on their operations ſo vigorouſly, that in a few days the 
garriſon were obliged to ſurrender themſelves priſoners of 
war : then Villeroy undertook the reduCtion of Liege, and 


actually began his works before the ene Marlborough 
Vor. II. as was 


®* The Duke of Marlborough, finding himſelf obliged to ende ſent a 
note with a trumpeter to Villars, containing an apology for decamping.— 
Do me the juſtice (ſaid he) to believe that my retreat is entirely owing 
5 a to the failure of the Prince of Baden; but that my efteem for you is ſtill 
| © greater than my reſentment of his conduct.“ 
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was no ſooner informed of the enemy's Progreſs than be 
marched to Triers, where, in a council, it was refolved 
that the army ſhould return to the Netherlands. The 
troops were in motion on the nineteenth of June, and 


marched with ſuch expedition, that they paſſed the Maeſe 


on the firſt day of July. Villeroy having received advice 


of the Duke's approach, abandoned his enterpriſe, and 
retired to Tongeren, from whence he retreated within his 


lines; that reached from Marche aux Dames on the Meuſe, 


along the Mehaighe, as far as Lenuve. Marlborough 


having joined D*'Auverquerque, ſent General Scholten with 
a detachment ro inveſt. Huy; and in a few days the gar- 
riſon ſurrendered at diſcretion: The Engliſh general re- 
ſolving to ſtrike ſome ſtroke of importance that ſhould 
atone for his diſappointment on the Moſelle, ſent General 
Hompeſeh to the States; with a propoſal for attacking 
the French lines; and obtained their permiſſion to do 
whatever he ſhould think proper for the good of the com- 


mon cauſe. Then he explained the ſcheme in two ſuc- 


ceſhve councils of war, by which, at length, it was ap- 
proved and refolved upon, though ſome Dutch generals 
declared themſelves againſt the undertaking. The enemy 
were poſted along the lines, amounting to one hundred 
battalions and one hundred and forty-ſix ſquadrons. The 


allied army did not much exceed that number. In order 
to divide them, P' Auverquerque made a falſe motion and 


paſſed the Mehaigne, as if he had intended to attack the 
lines about Meſſelin. The ſtratagem ſucceeded. The 
French weakened the other parts by ſtrengthening that 
which was on the ſide of the Gerbiſe towards Namur. 
The Duke of Marlborough having made the diſpoſition, 
the army began to march in the night between the ſeven- 
teenth and eighteenth of July, in order to force a paſſage 
of the French lines at Heyleſem, the caſtle of Wauge, 
and the villages of Wauge, Neerheſpen, and Ooſtmalen. 
Theſe poſts were taken with very little difficulty : but. 
before the infantry could come up, the enemy advanced 


with liſty . and twenty battalions, and began to 
fire 


A N N E. 


did conſiderable execution. The Duke perceiving that 
they were continually re- enforced from the other parts of 
the lines, ordered the horſe to charge their cavalry, which 
were ſoon broken and routed : but rallying behind their 
infantry, interlined with foot, and joined by freſh ſqua- 
drons, they advanced agam towards the allies, who were 
now fuftained by their infantry, and inoved forwards to 
renew the charge. After a warm, though ſhort engage- 
ment, the enemy's horſe were defeated with great ſlaughter. 
The infantry, ſeeing themſelves abandoned in the plain, 
retreated in great diſorder, between the villages of Heyleſem 
and Golſteven, where they were joined 'by the reſt of 
their army, and formed again in order of battle. Mean 
while the Duke of Marlborough ordered all his troops to 
enter the lines; and extended his right towards the Great 


Geete before Tirlemont, where the enemy had left the 


battalion of Montluc, which ſurrendered at diſcretion. 
In this action the confederates took the Marquis D' Alegre 
and the Count de Horne, heutenant-generals, one major- 
general, two brigadier-generals, with many other officers, 
and a great number of common ſoldiers ; a large heap of 


ſtandards, four colours, one pair of kettle-drums, and 


ten pieces of cannon. In the action, as the Duke of 
Marlborough advanced to the charge at the head of ſeveral 
{quadrons, a Bavarian officer rode up to attack him ſword 


in hand; but in raiſing himſelf on his ſtirrups to ſtrike 


with the greater advantage, he fell from his horſe, and was 
immediately ſlain. 

XXIV. The body of troops commanded by Mon- 
ſieur D'Alegre being thus defeated with little or no loſs to 
the confederates, = EleQtor of Bavaria and the Mareſchal 
de Villeroy paſſed the Great Geete and the Deule, with 
great expedition, and took poſſeſſion of the ſtrong camp 
at Parck, their left extending to Rooſelaer, and their right 
to Wineſelen againſt the height of Louvain. Next day 


the Duke of Marlborough marching through the plain of 


Parck, took twelve hundred priſoners, who could not 
E 2 keep 


Gre from eight pieces of cannon with triple barrels, which C H A f. 
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BOOK keep pace ich the reſt of the enemy's forces; and in the 


evening he encamped with the right at the abbey of 
Vlierſbeck, and the left before Bierbeck, under the cannon 


of Louvain. He detached Lieutenant-General Henkelum, 
the Duke of Wirtemberg, and Count Oxienſtiern, with 


a conſiderable body of forces, to attack ſome poſts on the 
Peule, which were Henderly guarded. Their advanced. 
guard accordingly paſled the river, and repulſed the enemy: 

but, for want of timely ſupport, they were obliged to paſs 
it and retire. On the third of Auguſt Baron Spaar, with 
a body of Dutch troops, marched to Raboth on the canal 
of Bruges, forced the French lines at Lovendegen, and 
took four forts by which they were defended; but receiv- 


ing advice. that the enemy were on their march towards, 
him, he retired to Mildegem, and carried with him ſeveral - 


hoſtages, as ſecurity for the payment of the contributions 
he had raiſed. On the fifteenth the Duke moved from 
Mildert to Corbais ; next day continued his march to 


Genap, from whence he advanced to Fiſchermont. On 


the ſeventeenth General D' Auverquerque took the poſt of 


Waterlo; and next day the confederate army was drawn 
up in order of battle before the enemy, who extended from 
Overyſche, near the wood of Soignies, to Neeryſche, with 
the little river Y ſche in their front, ſo as to cover Bruſſels 


and Louvain. The Duke of Marlborough propoſed to 
attack them immediately before they ſhould recollect them- 


ſelves from their conſternation; ; and D' Auverquerque ap- 
proved of the deſign: but it was oppoſed by General 


Schlangenburg, and other Dutch officers, who repre- 


ſented it in ſuch a light to the deputies of the States, that 
they refuſed to concur in the execution. The Duke 


being obliged to relinquiſh the ſcheme, wrote an expoſtu- 
latory letter to the States-General, complaining of their 
having withdrawn that confidence which they had repoſed 


in him while he acted in Germany. This letter being | 


publiſhed at the Hague, excited murmurs among the 


people ; and the Engliſh nation were incenſed at the pre- 
ſumption of the Deputies, ages wrote ſeveral letters in 


their 
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their own juſtification to the States- General: but theſe 
had no effect upon the populace, by whom the Duke was 


reſpected even to a degree of adoration. The States being 


appriſed of the reſentment that prevailed over all England, 
and that the Earl of Pembroke, lord-preſident of the 
council, was appointed as envoy extraordinary to Holland, 
with inſtructions to demand ſatisfaction, thought proper 
to anticipate his journey, by making ſubmiſſions- to the 
Duke, and removing Schlangenburg from his command. 
The confederate army returned to Corbais, from whence 
it marched to Perwitz, where it encamped. The little 
town of Sout-Leeuwe, ſituated in the middle of a moraſs, 
and conſtituting the chief defence of the enemy's lines, 
being taken by a detachment under the command of Lieute- 


nant-General Dedem, the Duke ordered the lines from 


this place to Waſſeigne to be levelled, and the town of 
Tirlemont to be diſmantled : then paſſing the Demer, he 
encamped on the nineteenth of September at Aerſchot. 
About the latter end of the month he marched to He- 


venthals : from hence the Duke repaired to the Hague, 


where he had ſeveral conferences with the Penſionary. In 
a few days he returned to the army, which decamping 


from Heventhals, marched to Clampthout. On the 


twenty-fourth day of October the Count de Noyelles in- 
veſted Santvhiet, which ſurrendered before the end of the 
month. | 

XXV. At this e the Duke, in conſequence of 
preſſing letters from the Emperor, ſet out for Vienna, in 
order to concert the operations of the enſuing campaign, 
and other meaſures of importance, in which the concerns 
of the allies were intereſted. In his way he was magni- 


ficently entertained by the Elector Palatine, and him of 


'Triers, and complimented by the magiſtracy of Francfort, 
where he conferred with Prince Louis of Baden. On the 


twelfth of November he arrived at Vienna, where he was 


treated with the higheſt marks of diſtinction and cordial 


friendſhip by their Imperial majeſties. His ſon-in-law, the 
Earl of Sunderland, had been ſent thither as 02244 extra- 
e ordinary; 
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# ordinary 3 and now they conferred together with the Em- 


peror and his miniſters. They reſolved to maintain the 
war with redoubled vigour. The. treaties were renewed, 
and proviſion made for the ſecurity of the Duke of Savoy. 
The Emperor, in conſideration of the Duke's ſignal ſer- 
vice to the houſe of Auſtria, preſented him with a grant 
of the lordſhip of Mindelheim in Suabia, which was now 
erected into a principality of the Roman empire. In his 


return with the Earl of Sunderland he viſited the courts 


of Berlin and Hanover, where he was received with that 
extraordinary reſpect which was due to his character; and 
arrived at the Hague on the fourteenth day of December. 
There he ſettled the operations of the next campaign with 
the States-General, who conſented to join England in 
maintaining an additional body of ten thouſand men, as 
a re-enforcement to the army of Prince Eugene in Italy, 
While the allies were engaged in the ſiege of Santvliet, 
the Elector of Bavaria ſent a detachment, under the com- 
mand of Don Marcello de Grimaldi, to inveſt Dieſt, the 
iſon of which were made priſoners of war. 

XXXVI. On the Upper Rhine Mareſchal Villars 
beſieged and took Homburg, and paſſed the Rhine at 
Straſburg on the ſixth day of Auguſt. Prince Louis of 


Baden arriving in the camp of the Imperialiſts at Stol- 


hoffen, not only obliged him to retire, but having paſſed 
the river, forced the French lines at Hagenau : then he 
reduced Druſenbeim and Hagenau, but attempted no en- 
terpriſe equal to the number of his army, although the 
Emperor had expoſtulated with him ſeverely on his con- 
duct; and he had now a fair opportunity of emulating 
the glory of Marlborough, upon whom he looked with 
the eyes of an envious rival. In Italy a battle was fought 
at Caſano, between Prince Eugene and the Duke de 
Vendome, with dubious ſucceſs. The Duke de Feuil- 
lade reduced Chivas, and inveſted Nice, which, after an 
obſtinate defence, ſurrendered in December. All the con- 
ſiderable places belonging to the Duke of Savoy were now 


taken, except Coni and Turin ; z and his little army was 
reduced 
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ſupport. His ducheſs, his clergy, and his ſubjects in 
general, preſſed him to ſubmit to the neceſſity of his 
affairs 5 but he adhered to the alliance with ſurpriſing 


fortitude. He withſtood the importunities of his ducheſs, 


excluded all the biſhops and clergy from his councils ; 


and, when he had occaſion for a confeſſor, choſe a prieſt | 


occaſionally, either from the Nominicans or Franciſcans. 
The campaign. in Portugal began with a very promiſing 
aſpect. The allies invaded Spain by the different frontiers 
of Beyra and Alentejo. Their army, under the command 
of the Conde das Galveas, undertook the fiege of Valencia 
D' Alcantara in May, and took it by aſſault: Albu- 
querque ſurrendered upon articles; and then the troops 
were ſent into quarters of refreſhment. 'The Marquis de 
las Minas, who commanded the Portugueſe in the pro- 


vince of Beyra, reduced the town of Salva-terra, plun- 


dered and burned Sarca; but was obliged to retire to Pe- 
namacos at the approach of the enemy. Towards the end 
of September the confederates being re- aſſembled, inveſted 
Badajox, by the advice of the Earl of Galway, who loſt 
his right-hand by a cannon-ball, and was obliged to be 


carried off; ſo that the conduct of the fiege was left to 
General Fagel. He had made conſiderable progreſs to- 


wards the reduction of the place, when the Marquis de 


Thefſe found means to throw in a powerful re-enforce- 
ment; and then the confederates abandoned the enter- 


priſe. The war continued to rage in Hungary with va- 
rious ſucceſs. Ragotſiki, though frequently worſted, 


appeared ſtill in arms, and ravaged the country, which 
became a ſcene of miſery and defolation. In Poland the 
old Cardinal Primate owned Staniſlaus, but died before the 
| coronation, which was performed by the Biſhop of Cuja- 
via. In the beginning of winter King Auguſtus had 
paſſed through Poland in diſguiſe to the Muſcovite army, 


which was put under his command in Lithuania ; and the 
campaign was protracted through the whole winter-ſeafon, 


notwithſtanding the ſeverity of the weather in that 


northern 
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northern climate. In the ſpring the Swediſh general, 
Reinchild, obtained a complete victory over the Saxon ar- 


my, which was either cut in pieces or taken, with their 


camp, baggage, and artillery; yet the war was not ex- 
tinguiſned. The King of Sweden continued obſtinately 


deaf to all propoſals-of peace, and was become as lavage 
in his manners, as brutal in his revenge. | 

$ XXXVIL. At ſea the arms of the allies. were gene- 
rally proſperous. Philip of Spain being obſtinately bent 
upon retaking Gibraltar, ſent Mareſchal de Thefſe to 


renew the ſiege, while De Pointis was ordered to block up 


the place by ſea with his ſquadron. Theſe French officers 
carried on the ſiege with ſuch activity, that the Prince of 
Heſſe diſpatched an expreſs to Liſbon with a letter, deſiring 
Sir John Leake to ſail immediately to his aſſiſtance. This 
admiral having been re-enforced from England by Sir 
Thomas Dilkes, with five ſhips of the line and a body of 
troops, ſet ſail immediately; and on the tenth day of 
March deſcried five ſhips of war hauling out of the bay of 
Gibraltar. Theſe were commanded by De Pointis in 
perſon, to whom the Engliſh admiral gave chaſe. One 
of them ſtruck, after having made a very light reſiſtance ; 
and the reſt ran aſhore to the weſtward of Marbella, where 


they were deſtroyed. The remaining part. of the French 
ſquadron had been blown from their anchors, and taken 


ſhelter in the bay of Malaga; but now they ſlipped their 
cables, and made the beſt of their way to Toulon. The 


Mareſchal de Thefſe, in conſequence of this diſaſter, 


turned the ſiege of Gibraltar into a blockade, and with- 


brated Earl of Peterborough and Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, 
| 85 Who 


drew the greater part of his forces. While Sir John Leake 
was employed in this expedition, Sir George Byng, who 


had been ordered to cruiſe in ſoundings for the protection 


of trade, took a ſhip of forty guns from the enemy, to- 
gether with twelve privateers, and ſeven veſlels richly laden 
from the Weſt-Indies. 

$ XXXVIII. But the moſt eminent atchievement of 
this ſummer, was the reduction of Barcelona, by the cele- 
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who ſailed from St. Helen's in the latter end of May with CHAP. 


W the Engliſh fleet, having on board a body of five thouſand 
WT land-forces; and on the twentieth of June arrived at 


Liſbon, where they were joined by Sir John Leake and the 


9 Dutch admiral, Allemonde. In a council of war, they 
determined to put to ſea with eight-and-forty ſhips of the 
Une, which ſhould be ſtationed between Cape Spartel and 
me bay of Cadiz, in order to prevent the junction of the 
Toulon and Breſt ſquadrons. The Prince of Heſſe- 
Darmſtadt arriving from Gibraltar, aſſured King Charles, 


that the province of Catalonia and the kingdom of Valen- 
cia were attached to his intereſt ; and his Majeſty being 


7 weary of Portugal, reſolved to accompany the Earl of 


& Peterborough to Barcelona. He accordingly embarked 


1 with him on board of the Ranelagh; and the fleet ſailed 
8 on the twenty-eighth day of July, the Earl of Galway 
having re-enforced them with two regiments of Engliſh 


5 dragoons. At Gibraltar they took on board the Engliſh 
guards, and three old regiments, in lieu of which they 


left two new-raiſed battalions. On the eleventh day of 
= Auguſt they anchored in the bay of Altea, where the Earl 
of Peterborough publiſhed a manifeſto in the Spaniſh 
language, which had ſuch an effect, that all .the inhabi- 
5 tants of the place, the neighbouring villages, and adjacent 


mountains, acknowledged King Charles as their lawful 


WT ſovereign. They ſeiſed the town of Denia for his ſervice; 
and he ſent thither a garriſon of four hundred men under 
the command of Major General Ramos. On the twenty- 
& ſecond they arrived in the bay of Barcelona: the troops 
& were diſembarked to the eaſtward of the city, where they 


encamped in a ſtrong ſituation, and were well received by 


the country people. King Charles landed amidft the ac- 
clamations of an infinite multitude from the neighbour- 
8 ing towns and villages, who threw themſelves at his feet, 
exclaiming, “ Long live the King !” and exhibited all 
the marks of the moſt extravagant joy. The inhabitants 
of Barcelona were well affected to the houſe of Auſtria, 
but overawed by a garriſon of five thouſand men under 


the 
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the Duke de Popoli, Velaſco, and ather officers devoted 
to the intereſt of King Philip. Conſidering the ſtrength 
of ſuch a garriſon, and the ſmall number of Dutch and 
Engliſh troops, nothing could appear more deſperate and 
dangerous than the deſign of beſieging the place; yet this 3 : 
was propoſed by the Prince of Heſſe-Darmſtadt, who 

ſerved in the expedition as a volunteer, ſtrongly urged by 
King Charles, and approved by the Earl of Peterborough 


and Sir Cloudeſley Shovel. The city was accordingly in- 


tion of it, they reſolved to attack the fort of 0 
ſtrongly ſituated on a hill that commanded the city. The 
outworks were taken by ſtorm, with the loſs of the gal- 


yeſted on one ſide; but, as a previous ſtep to the reduc- 4 


lant Prince of Heſſe, who was ſhot through the body, and 
expired in a few hours: then the Earl of Peterborough | 
began to bombard the body of the fort; and a ſhell 
ps, to fall into the magazine of powder, blew it up, 


together with the governor and ſome of the beſt officers ; 


an accident which ſtruck ſuch a terror into the garriſon, 
that they ſurrendered without further reſiſtance. 
XXXIX. This great point being gained, the Engliſh 
general erected his batteries againſt the town, with the 
help of the Miquelets and ſeamen : the bomb-ketches 
began to fire with ſuch execution, that in a few days the 
governor capitulated, and on the fourth day of October 
King Charles entered in triumph*. All the other places 
in Catalonia declared for him, except Roſes z ſo that the 


largeſt 

* Voltaire, upon what authority we know not, tells us, that during the 
capitulation, the German and Catalonian troops found means to climb over 
the ramparts into the city, and began to commit the moſt barbarous exceſlcs; 
the Viceroy complained to Petesborough that his ſoldiers had taken an 
unfair advantage of the treaty, and were actually employed in burning, 
plundering, murtbering, and violating the inhabitants, The Earl replies, 
« They muſt then be the troops of the Prince of Heffe : allow me to enter 
« the city with my Engliſh forces: I will ſave it from ruin; oblige the 
Germans to retire, and march back again to our preſent ſituation.“ The 
Viceroy truſted his honour, and forthwith admitted the Earl with his troops: 
He ſoon drove out the Germans and Catalonians, after having obliged them 
to quit the plunder they had taken; and by accident he reſcued the Do- 


cheſs of Popoli from the hands of two brutal ſoldiers, and delivered her to 
| e het 
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an army ſcarce double the number of the garriſon of Bar- 
| RY cclona. King Charles wrote a letter with his own hand 

te the Queen of England, containing a circumſtantial 
3 detail of his affairs, the warmeſt expreſſions of acknow- 
= ledgment, and the higheſt encomiums on her ſubjects, 
( particularly the Earl of Peterborough. In a council of 
= war it was determined that the King and the Earl ſhould 
continue in Cataloma with the land-forces: that Sir 


3 twenty Engliſh and fifteen Dutch ſhips of war ſhould 
uinter at Liſbon, under the command of Sir John Leake 
and the Dutch rear-admiral, Waſſenaer; and that four 


lona. Don Franciſeo de Velaſco was tranſported to Ma- 


other regiments were raiſed by the flates of Catalonia. 
Tze Count de. Cifuentes, at the head of the Miquelets 
and Catalans attached to the Houſe of Auſtria, ſecured 
Tarragona, Tortoſa, Lerida, San-Mattheo, Gironne, 
and other places. Don Raphael Nevat, revolting from 
Philip with his whole regiment of horſe, joined General 
= Ramos at Denia, and made themſelyes maſters of ſeveral 
places of importance in the kingdom of Valencia. Fluſhed 


of the ſame name, which they ſurpriſed, together with 
the Marquis de Villa-Garcia, the viceroy, and the arch- 
bichop. Theſe advantages, however, were not properly 


= faQtions, and ſo much time loſt in diſputes, that the 
enemy ſent a body of fix thouſand men into the kingdom 
Torres, who forthwith inveſted San-Mattheo, guarded 
her huſbang. Having thus appeaſed the tumult and diſpelled the horrours 


of Barcelona amazed at ſuch an inftance of magnanimity and moderation in a 
deople whom they had been taught to conſider as the moſt ſavage barbarians, 


3 $ Cloudefley Shovel ſhould return to England; that five-and- 


Engliſh and two Dutch frigates ſhould remain at Barce- 


improved. The court of Charles was divided into 


of Valencia, under the command of the Conde de las 


= of the citizens, he returned to his former ſtation, leaving the inhabitants | 
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laga with about a thouſand men of his garriſon ; the reſt 
voluntarily engaged in the ſervice of King Charles, and fix 


with ſuch unexpected ſucceſs they penetrated to the capital 


1705. 


This being a place of great conſequence, on account of 
its fituation, the Earl of Peterborough marched thither 
with one thouſand infantry, and two hundred dragoons; 
and by means of feigned intelligence artfully conveyed to 
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by Colonel Jones at the head of five hundred Miquelets. WW” the 
5 Was co 
: . i gh, 

2 (66 56 
( reſt 
the Conde, induced that general to abandon the ſiege with 2 Bart, t 


precipitation, in the apprehenſion of being ſuddenly at- 9X 
tacked by a conſiderable army. Peterborough afterwards eugrof 
took poſſeſſion of Nules, and purchaſing horſes at Caſtillon dent 
de la Plana, began to form a body of cavalry, which did and pr 
good ſervice in the ſequel. Having aſſembled a little army, n 
conſiſting of ten ſquadrons of horſe and dragoons, and buf M 
four battalions of regular troops, with about three thou- n 
ſand militia, he marched to Molviedro, which was Tard 
ſurrendered to him by the governor, Brigadier Mahoni. lity, tl 
Between this officer and the Duke d' Arcos, the Spaniſh By his 
general, he excited ſuch jealouſies by dint of artifices not 74 D uche 
; altogether juſtifiable even in war, that the Duke was 5 prived 
more intent upon avoiding the ſuppoſed treachery of Ma- E: Willia 
honi than upon interrupting the Earl's march to Valencia, * law) 
where the inhabitants exprefſed uncommon marks of Joy an 
at his arrival. About this period a very obſtinate action 9 wh 
happened at St. Iſtevan de Litera, where the Chevalier dered 
P' Asfeldt, with nine ſquadrons of horſe and dragoons, and 1 
as many battalions of French infantry, attacked Colonel 2 day of 
Wills at the head of a ſmall detachment; but this laſt 5 of a f 
being ſupported by Lieutenant -General Cuningham, ' who 3 and. fl 
was mortally wounded in the engagement, repulſed the Y con 
enemy, though three times his number, with the loſs of 1 
four hundred men killed upon the ſpot. The troops on Wan 
both ſides fought with the moſt deſperate valour, keeping 5 Li 
up their fire until the muzzles of their pieces met, and £ Savoy, 
charging each other at the point of bayonet. The only 5 them! 
misfortune that attended the Engliſh arms in the courſe ng of 
of this year was the capture of the Baltic fleet homeward- 1 
bound, with their convoy of three ſhips of war, which A 
were taken by the Dunkirk ſquadron under the command EIN 


of the Count de St. Paul, though he himſelf was killed , —— 


in 


A NN E. 


in. the engagement. When an account of this advantage 
vas communicated to the French King, he replied with a 
gh, Very well, I wiſh the ſhips were ſafe again in any 
„ Engliſh; port, provided the Count de St. Paul could be 


Bart, this officer was counted the beſt ſeaman in France. 


5 engroſſed by the election of members for the new parlia- 
ment. The Tories exerted themſelves with great induſtry, 


25 a cry in which the Jacobites joined with great fervour: 
but, notwithſtanding all their efforts, in word and writ- 
ing, a majority of Whigs was returned; and now the 
Lord Godolphin, who had hitherto maintained a neutra- 
lity, thought proper openly to countenance that faction. 
By his intereſt co-operating with the influence of the 
Ducheſs of Marlborough, Sir Nathan Wright was de- 
prived of the great ſeal, which was committed to Mr. 
3 William Cowper, wich the title of lord-keeper. This was 
Ja lawyer of good extraction, ſuperior talents, engaging 
manners, and eminence in his profeſſion. He was ſtaunch 
to whig principles, and for many years had been conſi- 
dered as one of their beſt ſpeakers in the Houſe of Com- 


day of October, a violent conteſt aroſe about the choice 
of a ſpeaker. Mr. Bromley was ſupported by the Tories, 


E againſt France, as a common enemy to the liberties of 


Savoy, which ſhe ſaid was without example; ſhe told 
them her intention was to expedite commiſſions for treat- 
ing of ap union with Scotland: ſhe earneſtly recommended 
an union of minds and affections among her people: ſhe 
$ obſerved, that ſome perſons had endeavoured- to foment 
| mimoſities, and even ſuggeſted in print, that the efta- 
* vliſhed church was in — : ſhe athrmed that ſuch 
1 1 people 


( reſtored to life.” After the death of the famous Du 


XL. The kingdom of England was now wholly | 


and propagated the cry of the church's being in danger; 


& Lurope : ſhe commended the fortitude of the Duke of 
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2 mons. The new parhament meeting on the twenty-fifth 


: and the Whigs propoſed Mr. John Smith, who was 
elected by a majority of forty-three voices. The Queen 
in her ſpeech repreſented the neceſlity of acting vigorouſly 
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people were enemies to her and to the kingdom, and 
meant only to covet defigns which they durſt not pub- Ml 


lickly own, by endeavouring to diſtract the nation with 


tenance the church of England, as by law eſtabliſhed ; 


ſhe would promote religion and virtue, encourage trade, 


and every thing elſe that * make them a happy and 


flouriſhing people. 


addreſſes, in the warmeſt terms of duty and affection. 
Then the Commons drew up a ſecond, aſſuring her they 
would, to the utmoſt of their power, aſſiſt her in bringing 
the treaty of union to a happy concluſion. They defired 
that the proceedings of the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, relat- 


ing to the union and ſucceſſion, might be laid before the 


granted the ſupplies without heſitation. 


Houſe. The Lords had ſolicited the ſame ſatisfaction; 
and her Majeſty promiſed to comply with their requeſt. 
The Lower Houſe having heard and decided in ſome caſes 
of controverted elections, proceeded to take into confide- 
ration the eſtimates for the ſervice of the enſuing year, and 
In the Houſe of 


Lords, while the Queen was preſent, Lord Haverſham, 


at the end of a long ſpeech, in which he reflected upon 


tha cotidutt of the Duke of Marlborough, both on the 


Moſelle and in Brabant, moved for an addreſs to deſire 


ber Majeſty would invite the preſumptive heir to the 


crown of England to come and reſide in the kingdom. 
This motion was earneſtly ſupported by the Duke of 


Buckingham, the Earls of Rocheſter, Nottingham, and 
Angleſey. They ſaid there was no method ſo effectual to 


ſecure the ſucceſſion; as that of the ſucceſſors being upon 
the ſpot, ready to aſſume and maintain his or her right 
againſt any pretender ; and they obſerved, that in former 
times, when the throne of England was vacant, the firſt 

comer 


| comer 


poſal v 


it was 
unteaſonable and groundleſs diſtruſts and jealoufies : ſhe | 
declared ſhe would always affectionately ſupport and coun- 


ventur 


W tween 
= attend 
that ſhe would inviolably maintain the toleration; tha 5 
aſſurar 
ber t 
negati 
SLI. The majority: in both Houſes now profeſſed the 
ſame principles, and were well diſpoſed to ſupport the 
Queen in all her defigns. They firſt preſented the uſual 
ſoverei 

incurr 
ſucceſ 
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£ 8 comer had always ſucceeded in his pretenſions. The pro- C He A P, 
5 al was vehemently oppoſed by the Whigs, who knew ,_, 


it was diſagrecable to the Queen, whom they would not 
venture to diſoblige. They argued, that a rivalry be- 
= tween the two courts might produce diſtractions, and be 
attended with very ill conſequences; and obſerved, that 
che Princeſs Sophia had expteſſed a full ſatisfaction in the 
= afurances of the Queen, who had promiſed to maintain 
ber title. The queſtion being put, was carried in the 
negative by a great majority. The deſign of the Tories 
in making this motion was to bring the other party into diſ- 


grace, either with the Queen or with the people. Their 


joining in the meaſure would have given umbrage to their 
ſorereign; and, by oppoſing it, they ran the riſque of 
& incurring the publick odium, as enemies to the proteſtant 
& ſucceſſion; but the pretence of the Tories was ſo thin, the 
nation ſaw through it; and the ſole effect the motion pro- 
= duced, was the Queen's reſentment againſt the whole 
party. Burnet, Biſhop of Sarum, propoſed that pro- 
viſion might be made for maintaining the publick quiet, 
in the interval between the Queen's deceaſe, and the ar- 
rival of her ſucceſſor ; the motion was ſeconded by the 
= Lord-Treaſurer; and a bill brought in for the better ſe- 
curity of her Majeſty's perſon and government, and of the 
& ſucceſſion to the crown of England. By this act, a re- 
= gency was appointed of the ſeven perſons that ſhould poſ- 


ſeſs the offices of Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Lord Chan- 
= cellor or Lord-Keeper, Lord-Treaſurer, Lord-Preſident, 


Lord Privy-Seal, Lord High-Admiral, and the Lord- 
Chief-Juſtice of the Queen's-Bench. Their buſineſs was 
to proclaim the next ſucceſſor through the kingdom of 
England, and join with a certain number of perſons named 
nas regents by the ſucceſſor, in three liſts, to be ſealed up 
and depoſited with the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the 
Lord-Keeper, and the Miniſter Reſidentiary of Hanover, 


| It was enacted, That theſe joint regencies ſhould conduct 


: the adminiſtration 3 that the laſt Parliament, even though 
diſſolved, ſhould re- aſſemble, and continue fitting for fix 


months 


1705. 


5 


1 


B Nor K months after the deceaſe of her Majeſty. 
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f ther obſtructed in the Houſe of Commons even by ſome of 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


The bill met 
with a warm oppoſition from the Tories, and did not 
paſs the Upper Houſe without a proteſt. It was ſtill fur- 


the Whig party, who were given to underſtand that the 
Princeſs Sophia had expreſſed an inclination to reſide in 
England. Exceptions were likewiſe taken to that clauſe 
in the bill, enacting that the laſt parliament ſhould be 
re-aſſembled. They affirmed, that this was inconſiſtent 
with part of the act by which the ſucceſſion was at firſt 
ſettled; for, among other limitations, the parliament had 


houſe of Hanover, no man, who had either place or 
penſion, ſhould be capable of fitting in the Houſe of 
Commons. After tedious diſputes and zealous alterca- 
tion, they agreed that a certain number of offices ſhould 
be ſpecified as diſqualifying places. This ſelf-denying 
clauſe, and ſome other amendments, produced confe- 
rences between the two Houſes, and at length the bill 
paſſed by their mutual aſſent. Lord Haverſham moved 
for an enquiry into the miſcarriages of the laſt campaign, 
hoping to find ſome foundation for cenſure in the conduct 
of the Duke of Marlborough ; but the propoſal was re- 
jected as invidious; and the two Houſes preſented an ad- 


dreſs to the Queen, deſiring ſhe would preſerve a good 
They like- nent d 
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body 
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correſpondence among all the confederates. 
wiſe concurred in repealing the act by which the Scots had 
been alienated, and all: the northern counties alarmed 
with the apprehenſion of a rupture between the two na- 


tions. The Lord Shannon and Brigadier Stanhope arriv- 


ing with an account of the expedition to Catalonia, the 
Queen communicated the good news in a ſpeech to both 
Houſes, expreſſing her hope that they would enable her 
to proſecute the advantages which her arms had acquired. 
The Commons were fo well pleaſed with the tidings, that 
they forthwith granted two hundred and fifty thouſand 
pounds for her Majeſty's proportion in the expenſe of pro- 
ſecuting the ſucceſſes already gained by King Charles III. 
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ſor the recovery of the monarchy of Spain to the houſe of © H A P. 


= Auſtria, On the fifteenth day of November, the 
gave the royal aſſent to an act for exhibiting a bill to natu- 
ralize the Princeſs Sophia, and the iſſue of her body. | 
XIII. Theſe meaſures being taken, the fixth day of 
December was appointed for enquiring into thoſe dangers 


the Queen attended in perſon, to hear the debates on this 
| 3 intereſting ſubject. The Earl of Rocheſter compared the 
2 expreſſions in the Queen's ſpeech at the beginning of the 
ſeſſion to the law enacted in the reign of Charles II. de- 
3 nouncing the penalties of treaſon againſt thoſe who ſhould 
call the King a papiſt; for which reaſon, he ſaid, he 
always thought him of that perſuaſion. He affirmed that 
the church's danger aroſe from the act of ſecurity in 
Scotland, the abſence of the ſucceſſor to the crown, and 
the practice of occaſional conformity. He was anſwered 
by Lord Hallifax, who, by way of recrimination, ob- 
55 ſerved that King Charles II. was a Roman catholick, at 
leaſt his brother declared him a papiſt after his death; 
5 that his brother and ſucceſſor was a known Roman catho- 
lick, yet the church thought herſelf ſecure; and thoſe 


and puniſhed : nay, when that ſucceſſor aſcended the 
&# throne, and the church was apparently in the moſt immi- 


the nation was then indeed generally alarmed ; and every 
E body knew who ſat in that court, and entered deeply 


23 = 1 


E Biſhop of London, declared that the church was in danger, 


h preſs. He complained, that ſermons were preached 


r |< wherein rebellion was countenanced, and reſiſtance to the 
1, higher powers encouraged. He alluded, to a ſermon 


EZ preached before the Lord Mayor, by Mr. Hoadley, now 
Bishop of Wincheſter. Burnet of Sarum ſaid the Biſhop 
of London was the laſt man who ought to complain of 


o- 
1. that ſermon; for if the doctrine it contained was not good, 


Vol. II. | F he 


to which the Tories affirmed the church was expoſed; and 


0 patriots who ſtood up in its defence were diſcountenanced 
nent danger, by the high commiſſion court and otherwiſe, 


into the meaſures which were then purſued. Compton, 


from profaneneſs, irreligion, and the licentiouſneſs of the 


Queen — — 
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wards inſtructing men in religion, by giving great numbers 


of books in practical divinity z by ereCting libraries in | E 
country pariſhes; by ſending many able divines to the | hen 
clarec 


foreign plantations, and founding ſchools to breed up , 
= unde! 


children in the chriſtian knowledge; though to this ex 1 
= groun 
; a than 
feat tl 


penſe very little had been contributed by thoſe who ap- 


peared ſo wonderfully zealous for the church. The Arch- | 


biſhop of York expreſſed his apprehenſion of danger from 
the increaſe of diſſenters; particularly from the many aca- | 3 being 


demies they had inſtituted; he moved that the judges BY 3 


might be conſulted with reſpect to the laws that were in area 


force againſt ſuch ſeminaries, and by what means they Þ = of En 
might be ſuppreſſed. Lord Wharton moved that the | 


judges might alſo be conſulted about means of ſuppreſing memo 


ſchools and ſeminaries held by nonjurors; in one of which!“ 1 4 


the ſons of a noble lord in that Houſe had been educated. | 4 tion; 


To this ſarcaſm the Archbiſhop replied, that his ſons were] that th 
indeed taught by Mr. Ellis, a ſober, virtuous man; but 
that when he refuſed the oath of abjuration, they were 1 
immediately withdrawn from his inſtructions. Lord 


Wharton proceeded to. declare, that he had en 


peruſed a pamphlet entitled“ The Memorial,” which 
was ſaid to contain a demonſtration that the church was 
in danger; but all he could learn was, that the Duke of 


Buckingham, the Earls of Rocheſter and Nottingham 


were out of place; that he remembered ſome of theſe no- 
blemen ſat in the high-commiſſion court, a and then made 
no complaint of the church's being in danger. Patric 
Biſhop of Ely complained of the heat and paſſion mani- 
feſted by the gentlemen belonging to the univerſities 3 nl 


he did not know what defence his lordſhip could make for | 4 
his appearing in arms at Nottingham. He affirmed the 


church would be always ſubject to profaneneſs and irreli- 1 
gion, but that they were not now ſo flagrant as they i 3 1 
uſually had been; he ſaid the ſociety ſet up for reforma- 
tion in London, And other cities, had contributed confi. | 3 3 
derably to the ſuppreſſion of vice; he was ſure the corpora- | 
tion for propagating the Sabel had done a great deal to- 
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We who added, that the 1105 clergy calumniated 


their biſhops, as if they were in a plot to deſtroy the 
1 church, and had compounded to be the laſt of their order. 
1 Hooper of Bath and Wells expatiated on the invidious 
diſt inction implied in the terms High church,” and 
| | « Low church.” The Duke of Leeds aſſerted, that the 
4 church could not be ſafe, without an act againſt occaſional 
conformity. Lord Somers recapitulated all the arguments 
Z which had been uſed on both ſides of the queſtion ; he de- 
7 clared his own opinion was, that the nation was happy 
under a wiſe and juſt adminiſtration; that for men to raiſe 
SZ groundleſs jealouſies at that ;untore, could mean no leſs 
than an intention to embroil the people at home, and de- 
feat the glorious deſigns of the allies abroad. The debate 
being finiſhed, the queſtion was put, Whether the church 
of England was in danger? and carried in the negative by 
ga great majority: then the Houſe reſolved, That the church 
1 of England as by law eſtabliſhed, which was reſcued from 
the extremeſt danger by King William III. of glorious 
| N ä I memory, is now, by God's bleſſing, under the happy 
; 7 reign of her Majeſty, in a moſt ſafe and flouriſhing condi- 
tion; and that whoever goes about to ſuggeſt or inſinuate 
1 that the church is in danger, under her Majeſty's admini- 
ſtration, is an enemy to the Queen, the church, and the 
kingdom. Next day the Commons concurred in this de- 
4 termination, and joined the Lords in an addreſs to the 
Queen, communicating this reſolution, beſeeching her to 
take effectual meaſures for making it publick; and alſo 
for puniſhing the authors and ſpreaders of the ſeditious and 
ſcandalous reports of the church's being in danger. She 


i N 4 accordingly iſſued a proclamation, containing the reſolu- 
o- tion of the two Houſes, and offering a reward for diſco- 
e vering the author of the memorial of the church of Eng- 
ee land, and for apprehending David Edwards, a profeſſed 
nn © Papiſt, charged upon oath to be the printer and publiſher of 
a that libel. 
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XIII. After a ſhort adjournment, a committee of 
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the Lower Houſe preſented the thanks of the Commons 
to the Duke of Marlborough, for his great ſervices per- 


formed to her Majeſty and the nation in the laſt campaign, 
and for his prudent negociations with her allies. This 
nobleman was in ſuch credit with the people, that when 


he propoſed a loan of five hundred thouſand pounds to the 


Emperor, upon a branch of his revenue in Sileſia, the 


money was advanced immediately by the merchants of 
London. The kingdom was bleſſed with plenty ; ; the 
ueen was univerſally beloved; the people in general 


were zealous for the proſecution of the war; the forces 
were well paid; the treaſury was punctual | 
a great quantity of coin was exported for the maintenance 


and, though 


of the war, the paper-currency ſupplied the deficiency ſo 


well, that no murmurs were heard, and the publick credit 


flouriſhed both at home and abroad. All the funds being 
eſtabliſhed, one in particular for two millions and a half 
by way of annuities for ninety-nine years, at fix and a 
half per cent; and all the bills having received the royal 


_ aſſent, the Queen went to the Houſe of Peers on the 
- nineteenth day of March, where having thanked both 


Houſes for the repeated inſtances of their affection which 
ſhe had received, ſhe prorogued the parliament to the 
'The new convoca- 
tion, inſtead of imitating the union and harmony of the 
parliament, revived the diviſions by which the former had 


been diſtracted, and the two Houſes ſeemed to act with 


more determined rancour againſt each other. The Upper 
Houſe having drawn up a warm addreſs of thanks to the 
Queen, for her affectionate care of the church, the Lower 
Houſe refuſed to concur; nor would they give any reaſon 
for their diſſent. They prepared another in a different 


ſtrain, which was rejected by the Archbiſhop. Then they 
agreed to divers reſolutions, aſſerting their right of having 
what they offered to the Upper Houſe received by his grace 


and 


* Amorg 1 bills paſſed during this ſeſſion was an act for abridgiog 
and reforming ſome proceedings in the common law and in Chancery, 
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| 8 and their lordſhips. In conſequence of this diſſention the 


addreſs was dropped, and a ſtop put to all further com- 


3 | munication between the two Houſes. The Dean of Peter- 
XX borough proteſted againſt the irregularities of the Lower 
Z Houſe. The Queen, in a letter to the Archbiſhop, ſigni- 
Z fied her reſolution to maintain her ſupremacy, and the 
due ſubordination of preſbyters to biſhops. She expreſſed 
ber hope that he and his ſuffragans would act conformably 

to her reſolution, in which caſe they might be aſſured of 
the continuance of her favour and protection; ſhe re- 
Z quired him to impart this declaration to the biſhops and 
2 clergy, and to prorogue the Convocation to ſuch time as 


ſhould appear moſt convement. When he communicated 
this letter to the Lower Houſe, the members were not a 


little confounded ; nevertheleſs, they would not comply 


with the prorogation, but continued to fit in defiance of 
her Majeſty's pleaſure. 


> F XLIV. The eyes of Great-Britain were now turned 
upon a tranſaction of the utmoſt conſequence to the whole 


iſland z namely, the treaty for an union of the two king- 


4 I doms of England and Scotland. The Queen having ap- 


pointed the commuſhoners * on both ſides, they met on 
| the 
The Engliſh commiſſioners were, Thomas Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 


= bury; William Cowper, lord-keeper of the great. ſeal ; John Lord Arch- 
* biſhop of York ; Sidney Lord Godolphin, lord high-treaſurer of England; 


Thomas Ear] of Pembroke and Montgomery, prefident of the council; 


> John Duke of Newcaftle, keeper of the privy- ſeal; William Duke of Pe-— 


vonſhire, ſteward of the houſehold ; Charles Poke of Somerſet, maſter of 
the horſe; Charles Duke of ds Charles Earl of Sunderland, Evelyn 


+ Farl of Kingſton, Charles Earl of Carlifle, Edward Earl of Orford, Charles 


Viſcount Townſhend, Thomas Lord Wharton, Ralph Lord Grey, John 
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Lord Powlet, John Lord Somers, Charles Lord Halifax, William Cavendiſh | 


Marquis of Rartington, John Manners Marquis of Granby ; Sir Charles 
Hedges and Robert Harley, principal ſecretaries of ſtate; John Smith; 
Henry Boyle, chancellor of the Exchequer ; Sir John Holt, chief juſtice of 


+ the Queen's. Bench; Sir Thomas Trevor, chief juſtice of the Commcn- 


Pleas ; Sir Edward Northev, attorney-general ; Sir Simon Harcourt, ſolliciior- 
general; Sir John Cook; and Stephen Waller, doctor of laws. —The Sccttiiſh 
commiſſioners were, James Earl of Seafield, lord chancellor of Scotland; 


James Duke of Queenſberry, lord privy-ſeal; John Earl of Mar, and Hugh - 


Earl Ka Loudon, principal ſecretaries of ſtate; John Earl of Sutherland, 
John 
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B O 0 K the ſixteenth day of April, in the council-chamber of the 


I. 


1706, 


Cockpit near Whitehall, which was the place appointed 
for the conferences. Their commiſſions being opened 
and read by the reſpective ſecretaries, and introductory 
ſpeeches being pronounced by the Lord-Keeper of Eng- 
land, and the Lord-Chancellor of Scotland, they agreed 
to certain preliminary articles, importing, That all the 


propoſals ſhould be made in writing, and every point, 


when agreed, reduced to writing : 'That no points ſhould 
be obligatory, till all matters ſhould be adjuſted in ſuch 
a manner as would be proper to be laid before the Queen, 
and the two parliaments, for their approbation : That a 


committee ſhould be appointed from each commiſſion, to 


reviſe the minutes of what might paſs, before they ſhould 
be inſerted in the books by the reſpective ſecretaries ; and 


that all the proceedings during the treaty ſhould be kept 


ſecret. The Scots were inclined to a fcederal union, 
like that of the United Provinces; but the Engliſh were 


bent upon an 1ncorporation, fo as that no Scottiſh parlia- 
ment ſhould ever have power to repeal the articles of the 


treaty. The Lord-Keeper propoſed that the two king- 
doms of England and Scotland ſhould be for ever united 


into one realm, by the name of Great-Britain : That it 


ſhould be repreſented by one and the ſame parliament ; 
and, That the ſucceſſion of this monarchy, failing heirs 
of her Majeſty's body, ſhould be according to the limita- 


tions mentioned in the act of parliament paſſed in the 


reign of King William, intituled, An act for the further 
limitation 


John Earl of Morton, David Earl of Wemys, David Ear] of Leven, John 
Earl of Stair, Archibald Earl of Roſeberry, David Earl of Glaſgow, Lord 


Archibald Campbell, Thomas Viſcount Duplin, Lord William Roſs, Sir 


Hugh Dalrymple, prefident of the ſeſſion; Adam Cockburn, of Ormiſtoun, 
lord juftice-clerk 3 Sir Robert Dundaſs, of Arniſtoun, Robert Stuart, of 
Tillicaltrie, lords of the ſeſſion; Mr. Francis Montgomery, one of the 
commiſfioners of the Treaſury ; Sir David Dalrymple, one of her Majeſty's 
ſollicitors; Sir Alexander Ogilvie, receiver general; Sir Patrick Johnſton, 


provoſt of Edinburgh ; Sir James Smollet, of Bonhill; George Lockhart, of 


Carnwath; William Morriſon, of Preſtongrange; Alexander Grant 3 William 
Seton, of Pitmidden ; John Clark, of Pennycook ; Hugh Montgomery, Da- 


niel Stuart, and Daniel Campbell, 
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popular clamour of their nation, preſented a propoſal, im- 


= plying that the ſucceſſion to the crown of Scotland ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed upon the ſame perſons mentioned in the act 


of King William's reign: That the ſubjects of Scotland 


ſhould for ever enjoy all the rights and privileges of the 


natives in England, and the dominions thereunto belong- 
ing; and, That the ſubjects of England ſhould enjoy the 


luke rights and privileges in Scotland: That there ſhould 
be a free communication and intercourſe of trade and na- 


vigation between the two kingdoms, and plantations 
thereunto belonging; and that all laws and ſtatutes in 
either kingdom, contrary to the terms of this union, 
ſhould be repealed. The Engliſh commiſſioners declined 
entering into any conſiderations upon theſe propoſals, de- 
claring themſelves fully convinced that nothing but an 


entire union could ſettle a perfect and laſting friendſhip 


between the two kingdoms. The Scots acquieſced in this 
reply, and both ſides proceeded in the treaty, without any 
other intervening diſpute. They were twice viſited by the 
Queen, who exhorted them to accelerate the articles of a 
treaty that would prove ſo advantageous to both kingdoms. 
At length they were finiſned, arranged, and mutually 
ſigned, on the twenty-ſecond of July, and next day pre- 
ſented to her Majeſty, at the palace of St. James's, by 
the Lord-Keeper, in the name of the Engliſh commiſ- 
ſioners; at the ſame time a ſealed copy of the inſtrument 
was likewiſe delivered by the Lord Chancellor of Scot- 
land; and each made a ſhort oration on the ſubject, to 
which the Queen returned a very gracious reply. That 


lame day ſhe dictated an order of council, that whoever 
ſhayild be concerned in any diſcourſe or libel, or in laying 


wagers relating to the union, ſhould be proſecuted with 

the utmoſt rigour of the law. 
XIV. In this famous treaty it was ſtipulated, That 
the ſucceſſion to the united kingdom of. Great-Britai: 
ſhould 
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ſhould be veſted in the Princeſs Sophia, and her heirs, L Vith t 


according to the acts already paſſed in the parliament of 9 ſubje© 
made 
3 X table 
bor lif 
the ov 
then 
the ſame prohibitions, reſtrictions, and regulations, with | 
_ reſpect to commerce and cuſtoms ; That Scotland ſhould 

not be charged with the temporary duties on ſome certain 


England: That the united kingdom ſhould be repreſented 
by one and the ſame parliament : That all the ſubjects of 
Great-Britain ſhould enjoy a communication of privileges 
and advantages : 'That they ſhould have the ſame allow- 
ances, encouragements, and drawbacks; and be under 


commodities ; That the ſum of three hundred, ninety- 
eight thouſand and eighty-five pounds, ten ſhillings, 
ſhould be granted to the Scots, as an equivalent for ſuch 
parts of the cuſtoms and excife charged upon that kingdom, 
in conſequence of the union, as would be applicable to the 
payment of the debts of England, according to the pro- 
portion which the cuſtoms and excife of Scotland bore to 
thoſe of England; That, as the revenues of Scotland 
might increaſe, a further equivalent ſhould be allowed for 


ſuch proportion of the ſaid increaſe as ſhould be applicable 


to the payment of the debts of England ; That the ſum 
to be paid at preſent, as well as the monies ariſing from 
the future equivalents, ſhould be employed in reducing 


the coin of Scotland to the ſtandard and value of the 


Engliſh coin; in paying off the capital ſtock and intereſt 


due to the proprietors of the African company, which 


ſhould be immediately diſſolved; in diſcharging all the 
publick debts of the kingdom of Scotland; in promoting 
and encouraging manufactures and fiſheries, under the 


direction of commiſſioners to be appointed by her Majeſty, 


and accountable to the parliament of Great-Britain z That 
the laws concerning public right, policy, and civil go- 
vernment, ſhould be the ſame throughout the whole united 
kingdom; but that no alteration ſhould be made in laws 


which concerned private right, except for evident utility 
of the ſubjects within Scotland; That the court of ſeſſion, 


and all other courts of judicature in Scotland, ſhould re- 
main as then conſtituted by the laws of that kingdom, 


with 
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privileges of peers, as fully as enjoyed by the peers of Eng- 
land, except the right and privilege of fitting in the 
= Houſe of Lords, and the privileges depending thereon, 
and particularly the right of ſitting upon the trials of peers; 
That the crown, ſceptre, and ſword of ſtate, the records 
ol parliament, and all other records, rolls, and regiſters 


ANNE. 


with the ſame authority and privileges as before the union ; 
2 ſubject, nevertheleſs, to ſuch regulations as ſhould be 
made by the parliament of Great-Britain; That all heri- 
; x table offices, ſuperiorities, heritable FurtfieHions, offices 
for life, and juriſdictions for life, ſhould be reſerved to 
the owners, ae rights of property, in the ſame manner as 
then enjoyed by the laws of Scotland; That the rights 


and privileges of the royal boroughs in Scotland ſhould 
remain entire after the union; That Scotland ſhould be 


N repreſented in the parliament of Great-Britain by ſixteen 
peers and forty-five commoners, to be elected in ſuch a 


manner as ſhould be ſettled by the preſent parliament of 


Scotland; That all peers of Scotland, and the ſucceſſors. 
to their honours and dignities, ſhould, from and aſter the 
union, be peers of Great-Britain, and ſhould have rank 
and precedency next and immediately after the Engliſh 


peers of the like orders and degrees at the time of the union; 


N and before all peers of Great-Britain of the like orders and 
degrees, who might be ereated aſter the union; That they 
ſbould be tried as peers of Great - Britain, and enjoy all 


2 whatſoever, ſhould {till remain as they were, within that 
part of the united kingdom called Scotland; That all 
1 laws and ſtatutes in either kingdom, ſo far as they might 
be inconſiſtent with the terms of theſe articles, ſhould 
£2 ceaſe and be declared void by the reſpective parliaments of 
the two kingdoms.—dSuch i is the ſubſtance of that treaty 
ol an union which was ſo eagerly courted by the Engliſh 


5 miniſtry, and proved ſo unpalatable to the generality of 
the Scottiſh nation. 5 
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Which 1s nevertheleſs confirmed in their parliament, & Xl, 
Proceedings in the Engliſh parliament. & XIE. The m- 


mons approve of the articles of the union. & XIII. The Lordi 


paſs a bill for the ſecurity of the church of England. Argu- 
ments uſed againſt the articles of the union. $ XIV. Mich, 
however, are confirmed by act of parliament. & XV. 7% 
parliament revived by proclamation. & XVI. The Queen 


XX. Unſucceſ5ful attempt upon Toulon. & XXI. 


contented with the M. hig miniſtry. 


French miniſtry. XXIX. Harley reſigns his employ 


Scotland. & XXXI. His de % n is defeated, ꝙ XXXII. 


Spain. $ V. The King 9 


$ I. Battle of Ramillies, in which the French are defeated, | 
HII. Te ſiege of Barcelona raiſed by the Engliſh fleet. & Ill. 
Prince Eugene obtains a complete victory over the French at ” 
Turin. & IV. Sir Chudefley Shovel fails with a re-en. | 
farcement to Charles King of 2 
' Sweden marches into Saxony. & VI. The French Kin. ” | 
demands conferences for, a peace. $ VII. Meeting of the | 
Scottiſh parliament. & VIII. Violent oppoſition to the union. 
$ IX. The Scots in general averſe to the treaty; & X. E 
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5 EL ment diſſol ved. 6 XXXIV. The French ſurpriſe Ghent 
and Bruges. $XXXV. They are routed at Oudenatde. 
XZ $5 XXXVI. The allies inveft Lifle. XXXVII. They 
defeat a large body of French forces at Wynendale. The 
Elector of Bavaria attacks Bruſſels. & XXXVIII. Lie 
furrendered, Ghent taken; and Bruges abandohed. XXXIX. 
Conqueſt of Minorca by General Stanhope. XL. Ritp- 
ture betaueen the Pope and the Emperor. $ XII. Death of 
Prince George of Denmark. XLII. The neab parliament 
aſſembled. & XLIN. Naturalization bill. XIIV. 


| ? Act of grace. F XLV. Diſpute about Foe Muſcovite am- 
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of the allied arms proſpered ſurpriſingly in the IX. 
. | Netherlands, in Spain, and in Piedmont. The French NE 


1706. 

„ Eing had reſolved to make very conſiderable efforts in 5 
5 +4 I theſe countries; and, indeed, at the beginning of the cam- 
paign his armies were very formidable. He hoped that, 
J. by the reduction of Turin and Barcelona, the war would 
be extinguiſhed in Italy and Catalonia. He knew he 
I 1 could out number any body of forces that Prince Louis of 
I. þ Baden ſhould aſſemble on the Rhine; and he reſolved to 
J. re. enforce his army in Flanders, ſo as to be in a condition 
co act offenſively againſt the Duke of Marlborough. This 
. nobleman repaired to Holland in the latter end of April; 
and conferred with the States-General. Then he aſſem- 
57 © bled the army between Borſchloen and Groeſ-Waren, and 
% found it amounted to ſeventy-four battalions of foot, and 
one hundred and twenty-three ſquadrons of horſe and 
1 dragoons, well furniſhed with artillery and pontoons. 
The court of France having received intelligence that 
he the Daniſh and Pruſſian troops had not yet joined the 
. confederates, ordered the Elector of Bavaria and the Mare- 
fe ſchal de Villeroy to attack them before the junction could 
UI. be effected. In purſuance of this order they paſſed the 
ae Deule on the nineteenth day of May, and poſtcs themſelves 
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at Tirlemont, being ſuperior in number to the allied army, 


ing to the Tomb of Hauntemont, on the ſide of the Me- 
haigne; their left to Anderkirk ; 
Ramillies being near their centre. The confederate army 
was drawn up in order of battle, with the right wing near 
Foltz on the brook of Yauſe, and the left by the village 
of Franquenies, which the enemy had occupied. 'The 
Duke ordered Lieutenant-General Schultz, with twelve 


| battalions and twenty pieces of cannon, to begin the action, 
by attacking Ramillies, which was ſtrongly fortified with 


artillery. At the ſame time Velt-Mareſchal D' Auverquer- 
que, on the left, commanded Colonel Wertmuller, with 
four battalions and two pieces of cannon, to diſlodge the 
enemy's infantry poſted among the hedges of Franquenies. 
Both theſe orders were ſucceſsfully executed. The Dutch 
and Daniſh. horſe of the left wing charged with great vi- 
gour and intrepidity, but were ſo roughly handled by the 


troops of the French King's houſehold, that they began 
to give way, when the Duke of Marlborough ſuſtained 


them with the body of reſerve, and twenty ſquadrons 
drawn from the right, where a moraſs prevented them 
from aCting. In the mean time, he in perſon rallied ſome 
of the broken ſquadrons, in order to renew the charge, 


when his own horſe falling, he was ſurrounded by the 
enemy, and muſt have been either killed or taken pri- 
ſoner, had not a body of infantry come ſeaſonably to his 


relief, When he remounted his horſe, the head of Colonel 
Brienfield, his gentleman of the horſe, was carried off by a 


cannon-ball while he held the Duke's ſtirrup. Before the 
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and the village of few et 
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There they were joined by the horſe of the army, com- 
manded by Mareſchal Marſin, and encamped between my's 3 
Tirlemont and Judoigne. On Whitſunday, early in the | 
morning, the Duke of Marlborough- advanced with his | 


millies 


cover 
| themſ 
army in eight columns towards the village of Ramillies, but tl 
being by this time joined by the Danes; and he learned 
that the enemy were in march to give him battle. Next 
day the French generals perceiving the confederates ſo near 


them, took poſſeſſion of a ſtrong camp, their right extend- 
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= re-enforcement arrived, the beſt part of the French mouſ- C H A P. 
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quetaires were cut in pieces. All the troops poſted in Ra- 


A millies were either killed or taken. 'The reſt of the ene- 


| 1 my's infantry began to retreat in tolerable order, under 
cover of the cavalry on their left wing, which formed 


themſelves in three lines between Offuz and Anderkirk: 


but the Engliſh horſe having found means to paſs the 


rivulet which divided them from the enemy, fell upon them 


with ſuch impetuoſity, that they abandoned their foot, 
EZ and were terribly ſlaughtered in the village of Anderkirk. 
They now gave way on all ſides. The horſe fled three 
different ways: but were ſo cloſely purſued, that very 
few eſcaped. The Elector of Bavaria and the Mareſchal 
de Villeroy faved themſelves with the utmoſt difficulty. 
Several waggons of the enemy's van-guard breaking down 
2 in a narrow paſs, obſtructed the way in ſuch a manner, 
that the baggage and artillery could not proceed; nor 
could their troops defile in order. The victorious horſe 
being informed of this accident, preſſed on them ſo vigo- 
7 rouſly, that great numbers threw down their arms and 
© ſubmitted. The purſuit was followed through Judoigne 
till two o'clock in the morning, five leagues from the field 
of battle, and within two of Louvaine. In a word, the 
confederates obtained a complete victory. They took the 
enemp's baggage and artillery, about one hundred and 
twenty colours, or ſtandards, fix hundred officers, fix 
> thouſand private ſoldiers; and about eight thouſand were 
killed or wounded. * Prince Maximilian and Prince 
Monbaſon loſt their lives: the Major-Generals Palavicini 


and Mezieres were taken, together with the Marquiſſes 


de Bar, de Nonant, and de la Baume, this laſt the ſon _ 
of the Mareſchal de Tallard, Monſieur de Montmorency, 


nephew to the Duke of Luxembourg, and many other 
perſons of diſtinction. The loſs of the allies did not exceed 


three 


* 


®* The French impute the loſs of this battle to the miſconduct of Villeroy, 
who, it muſt be owned, made a moſt wretched diſpoſition, When he re- 
turned to Verſailles, where he expected to meet with nothing but reproaches, 


f Louis received him without the leaſt mark of diſpleaſure, ſaying, “ Mr. 
Mlareſchal, you and 1 are too old to be fortunate,” 
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© coura 
| Mr. Bentick, who were flain in the engagement. The At le: 


French generals retired with precipitation to Bruſſels, ſhips 


while the allies took poſſeſhon of Louvaine, and next day 1 in ſig] 


encamped at Bethlem. 'The battle of Ramillies was at. 3 | receiv 
tended with the immediate conqueſt of all Brabant. The Toulo 
cities of Louvaine, Mechlin, Bruſſels, Antwerp, Ghent, ene 
and Bruges ſubmitted without reſiſtance, and acknow- behine 
ledged King Charles. Oſtend, though ſecured by a fron ade 0 


garriſon, was ſurrendered after a fiege of ten days. Me- I an inc 


N . 17 


nin, eſteemed the moſt finiſhed fortification in the Ne. 1 ont. 


therlands, and guarded by ſix thouſand men, met with the N thouſa 
ſame fate. The garriſon of Dendermonde ſurrendered” 1 chree 


themſelves priſoners of war; and Aeth ſubmitted on the ſane were 


conditions. The French troops were diſpirited. Ti 9 Ientis 
city of Paris was overwhelmed with conſternation. Louis the Po 


affected to bear his misfortunes with calmneſs and com. know 


poſure: but the conſtraint had ſuch an effect upon his ſiege ä 
conſtitution, that his phyſicians thought it neceſſary to Pei ; n 
ſeribe frequent bleeding, which he accordingly underwent. | ſent h 
At his court no mention was made of military tranfackions: 5 whithe 
all was ſolemn, ſilent and reſerved. | Lene 


$ IT. Had the iſſue of the campaign in Catalonia bern] end of 


e n 


ſuch as the beginning ſeemed to prognoſticate, the French reſiſtat 


King might have in ſome meaſure conſoled himſelf for hi; ſee an 


diſgraces in the Netherlands. On the ſixth day of April“ ; Felon 


King Philip, at the head of a numerous army, undertook time ir 
the ſiege of Barcelona, while the Count de Tholouſ: and rec 


blocked it up with a powerful ſquadron. The inhabi- to Mac 


tants, animated by the preſence of King Charles, made a the Ee 


vigorous defence; and the garriſon was re-enforced with wards 


ſome troops from Gironne and other places. But, after Charle. 


the fort of Montjuic was taken, the place was ſo hard] he was 


preſſed, that Charles ran the utmoſt riique of falling into] cia. I 
the hands of the enemy; for the Earl of Peterborough, Perus 
who had marched from Valencia with two thouſand men, a few e 
found it impracticable to enter the city. Nevertheleſs, he he hea 
maintained his poſt upon the hills; and, with ſurpriſing now, pr 

courage? 


ANNE. 


courage and activity, kept the beſiegers in continual alarm. CHAP, 


1 = At length, Sir John Leake failed from Liſbon with thirty 
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J 
in ſight of Barcelona. The French admiral no ſooner 
received intelligence of his approach, than he ſet ſail for 


e XZ Toulon. In three days after his departure, King Philip 
„ abandoned the ſiege, and retired in great diſorder, leaving 


6 Y behind his tents, with the ſick and wounded. On the 
ade of Portugal the Duke of Berwick was left with ſuch 


- | frontiers. The Earl of Galway, with an army of twenty 


e thouſand men, undertook the ſiege of Alcantara; and in 
d three days the garriſon, conſiſting of four thouſand men, 


know the fate of Barcelona. When they underſtood the 


is Ffiege was raiſed, they conſented to proceed to Madrid. 


e- | FPhilip gueſſing their intention, poſted to that capital, and 
it, ſent his Queen with all his valuable effects to Burgos, 
5: whither he followed her in perſon, after having deſtroyed 
—Fevery thing that he could not carry away. About the latter 
n end of June the Earl of Galway entered the city without 
ch | reſiſtance: but the Spaniards were extremely mortified to 
ſſee an army of Portugueſe, headed by an heretick, in poſ- 
ſſeſſion of their capital. King Charles loitered away his 
time in Barcelona, until his competitor recovered his ſpirits, 
and received ſuch re-enforcements as enabled him to return 
to Madrid, with an army equal to that commanded by 
the Earl of Galway. This general made a motion to- 


ich Awards Arragon, in order to facilitate his conjunction with 


ter Charles, who had ſet out by the way of Saragoſſa, where 
he was acknowledged as ſovercign of Arragon and Valen- 
cia. In the beginning of Auguſt this prince arrived at the 
th, þ Portugueſe camp, with a ſmall re-enforcement; and in 
a few days was followed by the Earl of Peterborough, at 
he the head of five hundred dragoons. The two armies were 
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ng now pretty equal in point of number; but as each expected 


5 WY | further 


4M ſhips of the line; and on the eighth day of May arrived 


an inconſiderable force as proved inſufficient to defend the 


e vere made priſoners of war. Then he marched to Pla- 
je centia, and advanced as far the bridge of Almaras : but 
the Portugueſe would penetrate no farther until they ſhould 
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B » K further re-enforcements, neither choſe to hazard an er. 7 
8 gagement. The Earl of Peterborough, who aſpired to 


War, ſet fail for Genoa. The Engliſh fleet continued all 
the ſummer in the Mediterranean: they ſecured Cartha- 
gena, which had declared for Charles: they took the town 


monarch, which were ſufficient to have ſhaken a prince 


whence they were conducted through many dangers into 
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the chief command, and hated the Prince of Lichtenſtein, 3 55 
who enjoyed the confidence of King Charles, retired in 
diſguſt; and, embarking on board an Engliſh ſhip of 


of Alicant by aſſault, and the caſtle by capitulation. Then 


failing out of the ſtraits, one ſquadron was detached to he let 
the Welt-Indies, another ordered to lie at Liſbon, and the Mini 


reſt were ſent home to England. Þ 
II. Fortune was not more propitious to the French Impe 


in Italy than in Flanders. The Duke de Vendome having of P. 


been recalled to aſſume the command in Flanders after the paſſed 
battle of Ramillies, the Duke of Orleans was placed at the ed thi 
head of the army in Piedmont, under the tutorage and 20 


_ direction of the Mareſchal de Marſin. They were order- 9 paſled 


ed to befiege Turin, which was accordingly inveſted in PF 6464. 
the month of May; and the operations carried on till gag 
the beginning of September. Great preparations had been 

made for this ſiege. It was not undertaken until the | 
Duke of Savoy had rejected all the offers of the French The « 


of leſs courage and fortitude. The Duke de la Feuillade L 


having finiſhed the lines of circumvallation and contra- 5 Wher 
vallation, ſent his quarter-maſter general with a trumpet, 


to offer paſſports and a guard for the removal of the Du- 


cheſs and her children. The Duke of Savoy replied, that he -_ 
did not intend to remove his family, and that the Mare- Jana) 
ſchal might begin to execute his maſter's orders whenever ci 
he ſhould think fit: but, when the fiege began with un- The: c 


common fury, and the French fired red-hot balls into the 
place, the two ducheſſes, with the young prince and 
princeſſes, quitted Turin, and retired to Quieraſco, from 


N ing at 
feated 
$7 tions t 


8e te 
the territories of Genoa. The Duke himſelf forſook his Pf a 


capital, in order to put himſelf at the head of his 2 
1 ail 


r 


ET ſquadrons; under the command of ths Count I Aubeterre. 
= Notwithſtanding the very noble defence which was made 
by the garriſon of Turin, which deſtroyed fourteen thou- 

W ſand of the enemy during the courfe of the fiege, the de- 

W fences were almoſt ruined, their ammunttion began to fail, 
and they had no proſpect of relief but from Prince Eugene, 
who had numberleſs difficulties to encounter before he could 
march to their aſſiſtance. The Duke de Vendome, before 
he left Italy, had ſecured alt the fords of the Adige, the 
and the Oglio, and formed fuch lines and en- 


Mnicio, and 


trenchments as he imagined would effectually hinder the 


XZ Imperial general from arriving in time to relieve the city 
of Turin. But the Prince ſurmounted all oppoſition 3 
FX paſſed four great rivers in deſpite of the enemy; and reach- 
ed the neighbourhood of Turin on the thirteenth day of 
XY Auguſt. There being joined by the Duke of Savoy, he 
ũjpaſled the Po between e . and Cavignan. On the 

fifth day of September they took a convoy of eight hun- 

dred loaded mules: next day they paſſed! the Doria, and 


encamped with the right on the bank of that river before 


Pianeſſa, md the leſt on the Stura before the Veneria. 


5 1 right, che Doria on their left, and the: convent of capu- 
chins, called Notre Dame de la Campagne, in their centre. 
When Prince Eugene approached Turin, the Duke of 


give him battle; and this propoſal was ſeconded by all the 
4 rentraboilicets, except Marſin, who, finding the Duke 
5 determined, produced an order from the French King, 
commanding the Duke to follow the MareſchaPs advice. 
The court of Verſailles was now become afraid of hazard- 
ing an engagement againſt thoſe who had ſo often de- 
35 feated their armies; and rhis officer had private inſtruc- 
tions to keep within the trenches. On the ſeventh day of 
September the confederates marched up to the entrench- 
B ments of the French, in eight columns, through a terrible 


4 fire from forty pieces of artillery, and were formed in order 
F 
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* The enemy were entrenched, having the Stura on their 


Orleans propoſed to march out of the entrenchments, and 


. 


S1 


I and was purſued from place t6 place by five-and-forty 0 H A P. 
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head of the army in Piedmont, under the tutorage and 


ſchal might begin to execute his maſter's orders whenever 


the chief command, and hated the Prince of Lichtenſtein, 1 i 
who enjoyed the confidence of King Charles, ' retired in 


diſguſt; and, embarking on board an Engliſh ſhip of 


war, ſet fail for Genoa. The Engliſh fleet continued all 
the ſummer in the Mediterranean: they ſecured Cartha. 
gena, which had declared for Charles: they took the town 
of Alicant by aſſault, and the caſtle by capitulation. Then 
failing out of the ſtraits, one ſquadron was detached to be 
the Weſt-Indies, another ordered to lie at Liſbon, and the Nini 
reſt were ſent home to England. | 3 

III. Fortune was not more propitious to the French Impe 
in Italy than in Flanders. The Duke de Vendome having of Þ 


been recalled to aſſume the command in Flanders after the paſſec 


battle of Ramillies, the Duke of Orleans was placed at the ed th, 


direction of the Mareſchal de Marſin. They were order- 9 L 
ed to beſiege Turin, which was accordingly inveſted in fifth 
the month of May; and the operations carried on till og 
the beginning of September. Great preparations had been 
made for this ſiege. It was not undertaken until the 
Duke of Savoy had rejected all the offers of the French BY The 
monarch, which were ſufficient to have ſhaken a prince 


of leſs courage and fortitude. The Duke de la Feuillade chins, 


having finiſhed the lines of circumvallation and contra- Bu: Wher 
vallation, ſent his quarter- maſter general with a trumpet, Orlea 
to offer paſſports and a guard for the removal of the Du- dire l 
cheſs and her children. The Duke of Savoy replied, that he 

did not intend to remove his family, and that the Mare- det tha 


he ſhould think fit: but, when the ſiege began with un- The: c 
common fury, and the French fired red-hot balls into the | 
place, the two ducheſſes, with the young prince and 
princeſſes, quitted Turin, and retired to Quieraſco, from E 
whence they were conducted through many dangers into Buy Septer 
the territories of Genoa. The Duke himſelf forſook his BR ments 
capital, in order to put himſelf at the head of his cavalry; BM fire kn 
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ad was purfued from place to place by five-and-forty OHAP. 
IE ſquadrons; under the command of the Count IV Aubeterre. . I: 
3 2 Notwithſtanding the very noble defence which was made 


by the garriſon of Turin, which deſtroyed fourteen thou- 


= (an of the enemy during the courſe of the figge, the de- 
W fences were almoſt ruined, their ammunition began to fail, 


and they had no proſpect of relief but from Prince Eugene, 


who had numberleſs difficulties to encouriter before he could 
march to their aſſiſtancce. The Duke de Vendome, before 


he left Italy, had ſecured alt the fords of the Adige, the 
Minicio, and the Oplio, and formed fuch lines and en- 
trenchments as he imagined would effectually hinder the 


d ; | Imperial general from arriving in time to relieve the city | 
of Turin. But the Prince ſurmounted all oppoſition 


FR paſſed four great rivers in deſpite of the enemy; and reach- 


3 2 ed the neighbourhood of Turin on the thirteenth day of 


Auguſt. There being joined by the Duke of Swey⸗ he 


2 paſled the Po between Montcalier and Cavignan. On the 
fifth day of September they took a convoy of eight hun- 
dred loaded mules: next day they paſſed! the Doria, and 
encamped with the right on the bank of that river before 
Pianeſſa, and the leſt on the Stura before the Veneria. 
The enemy were entrenched, having the Stura on their 
right, che Doria on their left, and the convent of capu- 
chins, called Notre Dame de la Campagne, in their centre. 
When Prince Eugene approached Turin, the Duke of 
Orleans propoſed to march out of the entrenchments, and 
give him battle; and this propoſal was ſeconded by all the 
3 rentrdkofficers, except Marſin, who, finding the Duke 
determined, produced an order from the French King, 
commanding the Duke to follow the Mareſchals advice. 
The court of Verſailles was now become afraid of hazard- 
ing an engagement againſt thoſe who had fo often de- 
feated their armies; and this officer had private inſtruc- 
tions to keep within the trenches. On the ſeventh day of 
September the confederates marched up to the entrench- 
E ments of the French, in eight columns, through a terrible 
fire from forty pieces of artillery, and were et in order 
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of battle within half-cannon ſhot of the enemy. Then 
they advanced to the attack with ſurpriſing reſolution, and 
met with ſuch a warm reception as ſeemed to ſtop their 


progreſs. Prince Eugene perceiving this check, drew his 
ſword, and putting himſelf at the head of the battalions on 


the left, forced the entrenchments at the firſt charge. 
The Duke of Savoy met with the ſame ſucceſs in the cen- 
tre, and on the right near Lucengo. The horſe advanced 
through the intervals of the foot, left for that purpoſe ; 
and breaking in with vaſt impetuoſity, completed the con- 
fuſion of the enemy, who were defeated on all hands, and 
retired with precipitation to the other ſide of the Po, while 
the Duke of Savoy entered his capital in triumph. The 


Duke of Orleans exhibited repeated proofs of the moſt 


intrepid courage; and received ſeveral wounds in the en- 
gagement. Mareſchal de Marfin fell into the hands of 
the victors, his thigh being ſhattered with a ball, and died 
in a few hours after the amputation. Of the French army 
about five thouſand men were ſlain on the field of battle: 
a great number of officers, and upwards of ſeven thouſand 


men were taken, together with two hundred and fif ty-fve 


pieces of cannon, one hundred and eighty mortars, -an in- 
credible quantity of ammunition, all the tents and baggage, 


_ tive thouſand beaſts of burthen, ten thouſand horfes be- 


longing to thirteen regiments of dragoons, and the mules 
of the commiſſary-general, ſo richly laden, that this part 
of the booty alone was valued at three millions of livres. 
The loſs of the confederates did not exceed three thouſand 
men killed or diſabled in the action, beſides about the 
ſame number at the garriſon of Turin, which had fallen 
ſince the beginning of the ſiege. This was ſuch a fatal 
ſtroke to the intereſt of Louis, that Madame de Maintenon 
would not venture to make him fully acquainted with the 
ſtate of his affairs. 
had raiſed the ſiege of Turin at the approach of Prince 
Eugene; but he knew not that his own army was defeated 
and ruined. The ſpirits of the French were a little com- 


 forted in conſequence of an advantage gained about this 
time, 


He was told that the Duke of Orleans 
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a body of troops left in the Mantuan territories. He 
& ſurpriſed the Prince of Heſſe in the neighbourhood of 
== Caſtiglione, and obliged him to retire to the Adige, with 
= the loſs of two thouſand men: but this victory was at- 
tended with no conſequence in their favour. The Duke 
of Orleans retreated into Dauphine, while the French 
& garriſons were driven out of every place they occupied in 
E Piedmont and Italy, except Cremona, Valenza, and the 
caſtle of Milan, which were blocked up by the confe- 
derates. | fk 
V. Over and above theſe diſaſters which the French 
ſuſtained in the courſe of this campaign, they were miſe- 
rably alarmed by the project of an invaſion from Britain, 


formed by the Marquis de Guiſcard, who, actuated by a 


family diſguſt, had abandoned his country, and become a 
XX partiſan of the confederates. He was declared a lieute- 
g A nant-general m the Emperor's army, and came over to 
London, after having ſettled a correſpondence with the 
2 malcontents in the ſouthern parts of France. He inſi- 


2 ſecretary of war, and other perſons of diſtinction. His 
z miniſtry, and he was promoted to the command of a regi- 
ment of dragoons deſtined for that ſervice. About eleven 
chouſand men were embarked under the conduct of Earl 
5 ſquadrons, commanded by Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, ſet fail 
from Plymouth on the thirteenth day of Auguſt. Next 
day they were forced into Torbay by contrary winds; 


5 & rations, when they diſcovered that Guiſcard's plan was 


“00 


aſſurances and conjectures as could not juſtify their pro- 
ceeding to execution. An expreſs was immediately diſ- 
bdatched to the Admiralty, with the reſult of this council; 
and, in the mean time, letters arrived at court from the 


nuated himſelf into the friendſhip of Henry St. John, ; 


ſcheme of invading France was approved by the Britiſh 
b : Rivers, with a large train of artillery ;' and the combined 


and there they held a council of war to concert their ope- 


| & altogether chimerical, or at leaſt founded upon ſuch flight | 


Þ Farl of Galway, after his retreat from Madrid to Valencia, 
= G 2 ſolliciting 


11 


W time, by the Count de Medavi-grancey, who commanded c H AP. 
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3 O K  folticiting ſuccours with the moſt earneſt entreaties. The 1 py 
4 expedition to France was immediately poſtponed; and | 
1706. Dir Cloudeſley Shovel was ordered to make the beſt of his the) 
. way for Liſbon, there to take ſuch meaſures as the ſtate Y 
of the war in Spain ſhould render neceſſary. Guiſcard 9 
and his offcers being ſet on ſhore, the fleet ſailed with the 1 
firſt fair wind, and towards the latter end of October ar. | 
rived at Liſbon. On the twenty-eighth day of the next in h 
month the King of Portugal died, and his eldeſt ſon ana of t 
ſucceſſor being but eighteen years of age, was even more Con 
than his father influenced by a miniſtry which had private mer 
connexions with the court of Verſailles, Nevertheleſs, Wife 
Sir Cloudeſley Shovel and Earl Rivers, being preſſed b“ offer 
letters from King Charles and the Earl of Galway, failed | Nap 
to their aſſiſtance in the beginning of January; and on for 
the twenty-eighth arrived at Alicant, from whence the Dul 
Earl of Rivers proceeded by land to Valencia, in order to in h 
aſſiſt at a general council of war. The operations of the he e 
enſuing campaign being concerted, and the army joined! amo 
by the re- enforcement from England, Earl Rivers diſliking unic 
the country, returned with the Admiral to Liſbon. ou 
8 V. Poland was at length delivered from the preſence ji mad 
of the King of Sweden, who in the beginning of Septem- the 
ber ſuddenly marched though. Luſatia into Saxony; and defo 
in a little time laid that whole electorate. under contribu- 4 the 
tion. Auguſtus being thus cut off from, all. reſource, jw © 
reſolved to obtain peace on the Swede's own terms, 
and engaged in a ſecret treaty, for this purpoſe. In the 
mean time the Poles and Muſcovites attacked the Swediſh [2 
forces at Kaliſh in Great Poland; and by dint of numbers E Net! 
' routed them with great ſlay Wee Notwithſtanding this 
_ event, Auguſtus ratified the treaty, by which he acknow- | 
ledged Staniſlaus as true and rightful King of Poland, re- tinu 
, ferving to himſelf no more than the empty title of ſovc- BY and 
reign, The confederates were not a little alarmed to find uy the 
Charles in the heart of Germany; and the French court . who 
did not fail to court his alliance : but he continued on the now 
reſerve againſt all " their daten, Then they . and 
| plored hn 
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05 . interpoſe his good offices, as ſoon as he ſhould know 
they would be agreeable to the powers engaged in the 
- grand alliance. 

VI. The pride of Louis was now humbled to ſuch a 
WM degree as might have excited the compaſſion of his ene- 


of the States-General, containing propoſals for opening 2 
congreſs. He had already tampered with the Dutch, in a 


wiſe beſought the Pope to interpoſe in his behalf. He 
offered to cede either Spain and the Weſt-Indies, or Milan, 
LMNaples, and Sicily to King Charles; to give up a barrier 
for the Dutch in the Netherlands; and to indemnify the 
Duke of Savoy for the ravages that had been committed 
in his dominions. Though his real aim was peace, yet 
be did not deſpair of being able to excite ſuch jealouſies 
113 among the confederates as might ſhake the baſis of their 
5 


e 3 made, and the reports circulated by his emiſſaries, that 
„the Emperor reſolved to make himſelf maſter of Naples 


3 before the allies ſhould have it in their power to cloſe with 


„ the propoſals of France. This was the true motive of his 

concluding a treaty with Louis in the ſucceeding winter, 
„by which the Milaneſe was entirely evacuated, and the 
* 


e French King at liberty to employ thoſe troops in making 
fſtrong efforts againſt the confederates in Spain and the 


mo Netherlands. The Dutch were intoxicated with ſucceſs, 
8 FR and their Penſionary, Heinſius, entirely influenced by the 
m Duke of Marlborough, who found his account in the con- 
= tinuance of the war, which at once gratified his avarice 


e. 2nd ambition; for all his great qualities were obſcured by 
a the ſordid pen of accumulating wealth. During the 
m whole war the allies never had ſuch an opportunity as they 


now enjoyed to bridle the power of Frange effectually, 
and ſecure the liberties of the empire; and indeed, if their 


mies. He employed the Elector of Bavaria to write letters 
in his name to the Duke of Marlborough and the deputies 


memorial preſented by the Marquis q Alegre. He, like- 


union. His hope was not altogether diſappointed. The 
court of Vienna was ſo much alarmed at the offers he had 


; real 


35 
M plored his mediation for a peace; and he anſwered, that he CHAP, 
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houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon, it could not have been 
better effected than by dividing the Spaniſh monarchy 
between theſe two potentates. The acceſſion of Spain, 


with all its appendages, to either, would have deſtroyed 
the equilibrium which the allies propoſed to eſtabliſh. 


But other motives contributed to a continuation of the 
war. The powers of the confederacy were fired with the 
ambition of making conqueſts ; and England in particular 
thought herſelf entitled to an indemnification for the im- 
menſe ſums ſhe had expended. Animated by theſe con- 
curring conſiderations, pen Anne and the States-Ge- 
neral rejected the offers of France; and declared, that they 
would not enter into any negociation for Peace, 88 in 
concert with their allies. | 

6 VII. The Tories of England began to Weite 
ſchemes of oppoſition againſt the Duke of Marlborough. 
They looked upon him as a ſelfiſh nobleman, who ſacri- 


ficed the intereſt of the nation, in protracting a ruinous 
war for his own private advantage. They ſaw their country 
oppreſſed with an increaſing load of taxes, which they ap- 


prehended would in a little time become an intolerable 


burthen; and they did not doubt but at this period ſuch 


terms might be obtained as would fully anſwer the great 
purpoſe of the confederacy. This, indeed, was the pre- 


vailing opinion among all the ſenſible people of the nation 


who were not particularly intereſted in the proſecution of 
the war, either by being connected with the General, or 
in ſome ſhape employed in the management of the finances. 
The Tories were likewiſe inſtigated by a party-ſpirit 
againſt Marlborough, who, by means of his wife, was 


in full poſſeſſion of the Queen's confidence, and openly 


patroniſed the Whig faction. But the attention of people 
in general was now turned upon the Scottiſh parliament, 
which took into conſideration the treaty of union lately 
concluded between the commiſſioners of both kingdoms. 
On the third day of October, the Duke of Queenſberry, as 


high-commiſſioner, produced the Queen's letter, in which 


we 


„„ 


laſting peace; it would ſecure their religion, liberty, and 
property, remove the animoſities that prevailed among 
themſelves, and the jealouſies that ſubſiſted between the 


two nations; it would increaſe their ſtrength, riches, and 


commerce; the whole iſland would be joined in affection, 


5 and free from all apprehenſion of different intereſts; it 


would be enabled to reſiſt all its enemies, ſupport the pro- 
teſtant intereſt every where, and maintain the liberties of 
Europe. She renewed her aſſurance of maintaining the 


government of their church; and told them, that now 


they had an opportunity of taking ſuch ſteps as might be 
neceſſary for its ſecurity after the union. She demanded 
the neceſſary ſupplies. She obſerved, that the great ſuc- 
ceſs with which God Almighty had bleſſed her arms af- 
forded the nearer proſpect of a happy peace, with which 
they would enjoy the full advantages of this union; that 
they had no reaſon to doubt but the parliament of England 


5 would do all that ſhould be neceſſary on their part to con- 
== firm the union; finally, ſhe recommended calmneſs and 
= unanimity in deliberating on this great and weighty affair, 


of ſuch conſequence to the whole iſland of Great-Britain. 
$ VII. Hitherto the articles of the union had been in- 
duſtriouſly concealed from the knowledge of the people; 


but the treaty being recited in parliament, and the parti- 


culars divulged, fuch a flame was kindled through the 


- whole nation, as had not appeared ſince the Reſtoration. 


The cavaliers or Jacobites had always foreſeen that this 
union would extinguiſh all their hopes of a revolution in 
favour of a pretender, The nobility found themſelves de- 
} Vraded in point of dignity and influence, by being ex- 


cluded from their ſeats in parliament. The trading part 


of the nation beheld their commerce ſaddled with heavy 
duties and reſtrictions, and conſidered the privilege of 
trading to the Engliſh*plantations as a precarious and un- 
certain proſpect of advantage. The barons or gentlemen 
were 


mne expreſſed her hope, that the terms of the treaty would C * p. 
be acceptable to her parliament of Scotland. She ſaid, an 
entire and perfect union would be the ſolid foundation of a 
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were re exaſperated at a coalition, by which their parliament 
was annihilated, and their credit deſtroyed. The people in 


general exclaimed, that the dignity of their crown was 


betrayed ; that the independency of their nation had fallen 
a ſacrifice to treachery and corruption; that whatever 
conditions might be ſpeciouſly offered, they could not 
expect they would be obſerved by a parliament in which 
the Engliſh had ſuch a majority. They exaggerated the 
dangers to which the conſtitution of their church would 


be expoſed from a bench of biſhops,- and a parliament of 


epiſcopalians This conſideration alarmed the preſbyte- 


rian miniſters to ſuch a degree, that they employed all 


their power and credit in waking the reſentment of their 
hearers againſt the treaty, which produced an univerſal 


ferment among all ranks of people. Even the moſt rigid 


puritans joined the cavaliers in expreſſing their deteſtation 
of the union; and, laying aſide their mutual animoſities, 
promiſed to co-operate in oppoling a meaſure ſo ignomi- 


nious and prejudicial to their country. In parliament the 
oppoſition was headed by the Dukes of Hamilton and 


Athol, and the Marquis of Annandale. The firft of 
theſe noblemen had wavered fo much in his conduct, that 
it is difficult to aſcertain his real political principles. He 
was generally ſuppoſed to favour the claim of the Pre- 
tender; but he was afraid of embarking too far in his 
cauſe, and avoided violent meaſures in the diſcuſſion of 
this treaty, leſt he ſhould incur the reſentment of the 
Engliſh parliament, and forfeit the eftate he poſſeſſed in 
that kingdom. Athol was more forward in his profeſſions 


of attachment to the court of St. Germain's ; but he had = 


leſs ability, and his zeal was ſuppoſed to have been in- 


flamed by reſentment againſt the miniſtry. The debates 


upon the different articles of the treaty were carried on 


with great heat and vivacity; and many ſhrewd arguments 
were uſed againſt this ſcheme of an incorporating union. 


One member affirmed, that it would furniſh a handle to 
any aſpiring prince to overthrow the liberties of all Bri- 
tain 3 for if the Fine of Scotland could alter, or 

rather 
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rather ſubvert its conſtitution, this circumſtance might be 


5 


CHAP. 


h 5 2 precedent for the parliament of Great-Britain to aſſume IX. 
| 2 the ſame power; that the repreſentatives for Scotland, —_ 6. 


ſeſſed the means of corruption; and having expreſſed ſo 


would pay very little regard to that of any other. What! 
„ (ſaid the Duke of Hamilton) ſhall we in half an hour 
„ give up what our: forefathers maintained with their 
e lives and fortunes for many ages ? Are here none of the 
* deſcendants of thoſe worthy patriots, who defended the 
4s liberty of their country againſt all invaders ;-who affiſted 
„ the great king Robert Bruce to reſtore the conſtitution, 
& and revenge the falſehood of England, and the uſurpa- 


; = © tion of Baliol ? Where are the Dovuglafles and Camp- 
„ bells? Where are the peers, where are the barons, 
once the bulwark of the nation? Shall we yield up the 


2 « ſovereignty and independency of our country, when we 
are commanded by thoſe we repreſent to preſerve the 
fame, and aſſured of their aſſiſtance to ſupport us?“ 
The Duke of Athol proteſted, againſt an incorporating 


4 would, from their poverty, depend upon thoſe who poſ- 


little concern for the ſupport of their own conſtitution, 


5 union, as contrary to the honour, intereſt, fundamental 


5 laws, and conſtitution of the kingdom of Scotland, the 


ddirthright of the peers, the rights and privileges of the 
. barons and boroughs, and to the claim of right, property, 

and liberty of the ſubjects. To this proteſt nineteen peers 
and forty-fix commoners adhered. The Earl Mariſchal 
entered a proteſt, importing that no perſon being ſuc- 
ceſſor to the crown of England ſhould inherit that of 
Scotland, without ſuch previous limitations as might ſe- 

cure the honour and ſovereignty of the Scottiſh crown 


and kingdom, the frequency and power of parliament, the 
Þ religion, liberty, and trade of the nation, from Engliſh 
is ; or any foreign influence. He was ſeconded by ſix-and- 
8 forty members. With regard to the third article of the 
. union, ſtipulating, that both kingdoms ſhould be repre- 


ſented by one and the ſame parliament, the country-party 
obſerved, Wat, by — to this expedient, they 4 in 
© effect 
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BOOK effect ink their own conſtitution, while that of England 
Bi, Pp underwent no alteration ; that in all nations there are 4 = 
37066 fundamentals, which no power whatever can alter; that "= 
the rights and privileges of parliament being one of theſe 
fundamentals among the Scots, no parliament, or any 

other power, could ever legally prohibit the meeting of 
parliaments, or deprive any of the three eſtates of its right 

of fitting or voting in parliament, or give up the rights 
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Mil and privileges of parliament; but that by this treaty the Z 0 
i | parliament of Scotland was entirely abrogated, its rights | 
10 and privileges ſacrificed, and thoſe of the Engliſh parlia- 


ment ſubſtituted in their place. They argued, that though i 

the legiſlative power in parliament was regulated and de. F F 

5 termined by a majority of voices; yet the giving up the union 
conſtitution, with the rights and privileges of the nation, public 
was not ſubject to ſuffrage, being founded on dominion 1 5 ent 
and property; and therefore could not be legally ſurren- Wourag 

diered without the conſent of every perſon who had a right She e 
$0 elect and be repreſented in parliament. They affirmed 4 2 Wake tl 

| that the obligation laid on the Scottiſh members to reſide rhile 


ſo long in London, in attendance on the Britiſh ance, 1 r Sten 


would drain Scotland of all its money, impoveriſh the ums 


members, and ſubje& them to the temptation of being ingdo! 


corrupted. . Another proteſt was entered by the Marquis 3 
of Annandale againſt an incorporating union, as beine a 
odious to the people, ſubyerſive of the conſtitution, ſove- Bl ne 
reignty, and claim of right, and threatening ruin to tke b 0 up 
church as by law eſtabliſhed. Fifty-two members joined in ae fo 
this proteſtation. Almoſt every article produced the not ¶ ut in * 
inflammatory diſputes. The Lord Belhaven enumerated ee aue 
the miſchiefs which would attend the union, in a pi = . 3 
thetick ſpeech, that drew tears from the audience, and ih s the E: 
at this day looked upon as a prophecy by great part of 5 . : nd mig] 
Scottiſh nation. Addreſſes againſt the treaty, were pre enforc 
ſented to parliament by the convention of boroughs, the pong t 
commiſſioners of the general- aſſembly, the company trading ; wy 
to Africa and the Indies, as well as from ſeveral ſhires Fovoſt 0 
ſtewartries, boroughs, towns, and pariſhes, in all the 
different 4 - | 
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afferent parts of the kingdom, en diſtinction of Whig 


or Tory, epiſcopalian or preſbyterian. The Earl of Buchan 
for the peers, Lockhart of Carnwath for the barons, Sir 
Walter Stuart in behalf of the peers, barons, and boroughs; 
che Earls of Errol and Mariſchal for themſelves, as high- 
cConſtable and earl- marſhal of the kingdom, proteſted ſeve- 
rally againſt the treaty of union. 
. While this oppoſition raged within doors, the 
reſentment of the people roſe to tranſports of fury and 
revenge. The more rigid preſbyterians, known by the 
name of Cameronians, choſe officers, formed themſelves 


nd marching to Dumfries, burned the articles of the 
union at the market-croſs, juſtifying their conduct in a 

3 3 Poble declaration. They made a tender of their attach- 
ment to Duke Hamilton, from whom they received en- 


Fouragement in ſecret. They reconciled themſelves to 


5 : the epiſcopalians and the cavaliers; they reſolved to 
Wake the route to Edinburgh, and diſſolve the parliament ; 


5 rhile the Duke of Athol undertook to ſecure the paſs 


pf Sterling with his Highlanders, ſo as to open the com- 
unication between the weſtern and northern parts of the 
ingdom. Seven or eight thouſand men were actually 
> BiFcady to appear in arms at the town of Hamilton, and 
arch directly to Edinburgh, under the Duke's command, 
ben that nobleman altered his opinion, and diſpatched 


9 Private couriers through the whole country, requiring the 


3 I Eerle to defer their meeting till further directions. The 


But in all likelihood he was actuated by prudential motives. 
He alledged, in his own excuſe, that the nation was not 


Pra condition to carry on ſuch an enterpriſe, eſpecially 


| 5 BG the Engliſh had already detached troops to the border, 
the | d might in a few days have wafted over a conſiderable 


pre. 
the 
ing 
res 
the 0 


· enforcement from Holland. During this commotion 


Pong the Cameronians, the cities of Edinburgh and 
Nen“ were filled with tumults. Sir Patrick Johnſton, 
* of Edinburgh, who had been one of the com- 

miſſioners 


3 2 into regiments, provided horſes, arms, and ammunition, 


nore ſanguine cavaliers accuſed his grace of treachery ; 
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miſſioners for the union, was befieged in his own houſe, the 
by the populace, and would have been torn in pieces, had plo 
not the guards diſperſed the multitude. The privy-coun- © ron 
eil iſſued a proclamation againft riots, commanding all- pra 
perſons to retire from the Pls neg whenever the drum ſhould dan 
beat; ordering the guards to fire upon thoſe who ſhould 2 rese 
difobey this command, and indemnifying them from all the 
proſecution for maiming or ſlaying the lieges. Theſe guards wh; 
were placed all round the houſe in which the Peers and Com. ner 
mons were aſſembled, and the council received the thanks By t 
of the parliament, for having thus provided for their ſafety, FR glen 
Notwithſtanding theſe precautions of the government, the ſider 
commiſſioner was conſtantly ſaluted with the curſes and oppe 
eee of the people as he paſſed along: his guards time 
re pelted ; and ſome of his attendants wounded with, 
— as they ſat by him in the coach, ſo that he wW W 
1 obliged to paſs through the ſtreets in full gallop. 1 
'$ X. Againſt all this national fury, the Dukes d 'F 
Queenſberry and Argyle, the Earls of Montroſe, Seaficld, | foref 
and Stair, and the other noblemen attached to the union, i ang x 
ated with equal prudence and refolution. They argued | ceedi 
ftrenuouſly againſt the objections that were ſtarted in the 
houſe. They magnified the advantages that would accrue 
to the kingdom from the privilege of trading to the Eng 
liſn plantations, and being protected in their commerc: WY 
by a powerful navy; as well as from the excluſion of 
popiſh pretender, who they knew was odious to the nation ju 
in general. They found means, partly by their promiſe 4 
and partly by corruption, to bring over the Earls of Ro cee 
burgh and Marchmont, with the whole ſquadron who 
had hitherto been unpropitious to the court. They di, 
armed the reſentment of the clergy, by promoting an d 
to be inſerted in the union, declaring the preſbyteriu : 
diſcipline to be the only government of the church d L 
Scotland, unalterable in all ſucceeding times, and a fur 
damental article of the treaty. They ſoothed the Africa : J 
company with the proſpect of being indemnified for t:8 
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danger of ſuch a coalition. Theſe remonſtrances were 
re: enforeed by the ſum of twenty thouſand pounds, which 


the Queen privately lent to the Scottiſh treaſury, and 


X which was now diftributed by the miniſtry in ſuch a man- 


1 ner as might beſt condyce to the ſucceſs of the treaty. 


9 By theſe practices they diminiſfied, though they could not 
ſilence the clamour of the people, and obtained a con- 
: = Gderable majority in parliament, which out-voted all 
EX oppoſition. - Not but that the Duke of Queenſberry at one 
35 4 time deſpaired of ſucceeding, and being in continual ap- 


h | 8 prehenſion for his life, expreſſed a deſire of adjourning the 


parliament, until by time and good management he ſhould 


| : 5 be able to remove thoſe difſiculties that then feemed to be 


inſurmountable. But the Lord- Treaſurer Godolphin, who 
boreſaw that the meaſure. would be entirely loſt by delay, 
nnd was no judge of the difficulties, inſiſted upon his pro- 
ceeding. It was at this period that he remitted the money, 
and gave directions for having forces ready at a call, both 
in England and Ireland. At length the Scottiſh parliament 


approved and. ratified. all the articles of the union, with 


2 : & ſome. ſmall variation. Then they prepared an act for re- 


fi gulating the election of the ſixteen peers. and forty-five 
ion commoners to repreſent Scotland in the Britiſh, parliament. 
fey BT This. being touched with the ſceptre, the three eſtates pro- 
o ceeded to elect their repreſentatives. The remaining part 
v0 of the ſeſſion, was employed in making regulations con- 


di cerning the coin, in examining; the accounts of their Afri- 


can company, and providing for the due application of 


rlal ; : the equivalent, which was ſcandalouſſy miſapplied. On 
h BR the twenty-fifth day of March the commiſſioner adjourned 
fu che parliament, after having in, a-ſhort ſpeech taken notice 


of the honour they had acquired in concluding an affair of 
ſuch importance to their country. Having thus accom- 
dlimhed the great purpoſe of the court, he ſet out for Lon- 

= don, 
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© the hope of ſharing the reſt of the equivalent. They em- © H A f. 
EX ployed emiſſaries to allay the ferment among the Came- * 

ronians, and diſunite them from {the cavaliers, by canting, 
5 praying, and demonſtrating the abſurdity, ſinfulneſs, and 
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forty noblemen in their coaches, and about four hundred 


gentlemen on horſeback. Next day he waited upon the 
Queen at Kenſington, from whom he met with a very 
gracious reception. Perhaps there is not another inſtance 
upon record of a miniſtry's having carried a point of this 


importance againſt ſuch a violent torrent of oppoſition, 
and contrary to the general ſenſe and inclination of a whole 


exaſperated people. The Scots were perſuaded that their 
trade would be deſtroyed, their nation oppreſſed, and their 


country ruined, in conſequence of the union with Eng- 


land; and indeed their opinion was ſupported by very plau- 


ſible arguments. The majority of both nations believed 
that the treaty would produce violent convulſions, or at 
beſt prove ineffectual. But we now ſee it has been at- 


_ tended with none of the calamities that were prognoſti- 


cated; that it quietly took effect, and fully anſwered all the 
purpoſes for which it was intended. Hence we may learn, 
that many great difficulties are ſurmounted, becauſe they 
are not ſeen by thoſe who direct the execution of any great 


project; and that many ſchemes which theory deems im- 


practicable, will yet ſucceed in the experiment. 

$ XI. The Engliſh parliament aſſembling on the third 
day of December, the Queen, in her ſpeech to both Houſes, 
congratulated them on the glorious ſucceſſes of her arms. 
She deſired the Commons would grant ſuch ſupplies as 
might enable her to improve the advantages of this ſuc- 
ceſsful campaign. She told them that the treaty of union, 
as concluded by the commiſſioners of both kingdoms, 
was at that time under the conſideration of the Scottiſh 
parliament ; and ſhe recommended diſpatch i in the publick 
affairs, that both friends and enemies might be convinced 
of the firmneſs and vigour of their proceedings. The par- 
liament was perfectly well diſpoſed to comply with all her 


_ Majeſty's requeſts. Warm addrefſes were preſented = 


both Houſes. Then they proceeded to the conſideration 


of the ſupply, and having examined the eſtimates in leſs 


than a week, voted near fix millions for the ſervice of the 
enſuing 
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3 ed to eight hundred thouſand pounds more than the ſums 
provided by parliament. Some members argued that very 


in conſequences might enſue, if a miniſtry could thus run 


FF Fx 


the nation in debt, and expect the parliament ſhould pay 
che money. The courtiers anſwered, that if any thing 


N ſonable that thoſe who were in fault ſhould be puniſhed; 


nat a time when the occaſion could not be communicated to 


aueſtion being put, the majority voted that thoſe ſums had 
Deen expended for the preſervation of the Duke of Savoy, 


Iny, and for the ſafety and honour of the nation. When 
he Speaker preſented the money-bills, he told her, that 
s the glorious victory obtained by the Duke of Marl- 
dorough at Ramillies was fought before it could be ſup- 
poſed the armies were in the field, ſo it was no leſs ſur- 
riſing that the Commons had granted ſupplies to her Ma- 
eſty, before the enemy could well know that the parlia- 
nent was fitting.—The general was again honoured with 
he thanks of both Houſes. The Lords in an addreſs, 
peſought the Queen to ſettle his honours on his poſterity. 
An act was paſled for this purpoſe; and, in purſuance of 
EEnother addreſs from the Commons, a penſion of five 


im and his deſcendants. The Lords and Commons 
; aving adjourned themſelves to the laſt day of December, 
he Queen cloſed the year with triumphal proceſſions. 
s the ſtandards and colours taken at Blenheim had been 
[ 2 Ec ; in Weſtminſter-hall, ſo now thoſe that had been 


Fall, as trophies of that victory. About this time, the 
ls of Kent, Lindſay, and Kingſton were raiſed to the 
rank 


vad been raifed without neceſſity, or ill- applied, it was rea- 
but, as this expence was incurred to improve advantages, 
£ parliament, the miniſtry was rather to be applauded for 


- their zeal, than condemned for their liberality. The 


for the intereſt of King Charles againſt the common ene- 


ouſand pounds, out of the Poſt-Office, was ſettled upon 


, 20 Prought from the field of Ramillies were put up in Guild- 


55 | 95 
5 enſuin year. Nevertheleſs, in examining the accounts, c H A P. 
come objections aroſe. They found that the extraordinary IX. 
ſupplies for the ſupport of King Charles of Spain amount- 1706. 
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B of 2 K nal of marquiffes. The Lords Wharton, Poulet, Go. 


the Queen, defiring her Majeſty would order the proceed- 


the Scottiſh parliament on the ſaid ſubject, to be laid befor: 


which was very weak in that aſſembly, began to ſtart ſome ; I 
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dolphin and Cholmondeley were created earls. Lord Wal. FR 
den, fon and heir apparent to the Earl of Suffolk, obtained 
the title of Earl of Bindon; the Lord-Keeper Cowyer and 
Sir Thomas Pelham were ennobled as barons. = -” 
- $ XII. The parliament being aſſembled after their ſhort L 
receſs, the Earl of Nottingham moved for aw addreſs to 


8 
2 pF 
> ton ht 


of the commiſſioners for the union, as well as thoſe of 


them. He was ſeconded. by the Duke of Buckingham ; YA 
and the Earl of Rocheſter; and anfwered by the Earl of 
Godolphin, who told them they needed not doubt but tha RY 
her Majeſty would communicate thoſe proceedings, a; BY i 
ſoon as the Scottiſh parliament ſhould have diſcuſſed the 
ſubject of the union? The Lords Wharton, Somer, 


and Hallifax obſerved, that it was for the honour ff 


the nation that the treaty of union ſhould firſt come ratified Þ N 


from the parliament of Scotland; and that then, and not be- mn 


fore, it would be a proper time for the Lords to take it ino 


conſideration. On the twenty- eighth day of January, the : 4 


Queen in perſon told both. Houſes, that the treaty: of union, : ; 
with ſome additions and alterations, was ratified by an a&t of 


the Scottiſh parliament :. that ſhe: had ordered it to be laid 
before them; and. hoped it would meet with their con- 
currence and approbation.. She defired the Commons 7 
would provide for the payment of the equivalent, in cal: 


the treaty ſhould be approved. She obſerved: to both 
Houſes, that now they had an opportunity of putting the 
laſt hand to a happy union of the two kingdoms; and that 


ſhe ſhould look upon it as a particular happineſs, if th 
great work, which had been ſo often attempted without 


ſucceſs, could be brought to perfection in her reign. 1 


When the Commons formed themſelves into a committee : | 


of the whole Houſe, to deliberate on the articles of the 1 
union, and the Scottiſh act of ratification, the Tory party, 


objections. Sir John Tings diſapproved of this in. 
corporatil 


AN N E. 


Ceoorporating union, which he likened to a marriage with © H A p. 


a woman againſt her conſent. He ſaid it was an union 


carried on by corruption and bribery within doors, by 


force and violence without: that the promoters of it had 
baſely betrayed their truſt, in giving up their inde- 
pendent conſtitution, and he would leave it to the judg- 


ment of the Houſe, to conſider whether or no men of 


ſuch principles were fit to be admitted into their Houſe of 


WT repreſentatives. He obſerved, that her Majeſty, by the 


coronation-oath, was obliged to maintain the church of 


; 3 England as by law eſtabliſhed ; and likewiſe bound by the 
ſame oath to defend the preſbyterian kirk of Scotland in 


5 3 one and the ſame kingdom. Now (ſaid he) after this union 
5 is in force, who ſhall adminiſter this oath to her Majeſty? 


8 7 | It is not the buſineſs of the Scots, who are incapable of it, 


and no well-wiſhers $0 the church of England. It is 


then only the part of the biſhops to do it; and can it 


be ſuppoſed that thoſe reverend perſons will, or can, act a 


ching fo contrary to their own order and inſtitution, as 
o chus to promote the eſtabliſhment of the preſbyterian 


i. 
tig 


church-government in the united kingdom. He added 
chat the church of England being eſtabliſhed ure divine, 
and the Scots pretending that the kirk was alſo iure divino, 
he could not tell how two nations that claſhed in fo eſſen- 
tial an article could unite ; he, therefore, thought it proper 
to conſult the convocation about this critical point. A 
motion was made, that the firſt article of the treaty, 


which implies a peremptory agreement to an incorporating 


union ſhould be poſtponed ; and that the Houſe ſhould 
proceed to the conſideration of the terms of the intended 
union, contained in the other articles. This propoſal 
being rejected, ſome Tory members quitted the Houſe ; 
aud all the articles were examined and approved without 
WS further oppoſition. The Whigs were ſo eager in the pro- 
WY {ccution of this point, that they proceeded in a very ſuper- 
ficial manner, and with ſuch precipitation as furniſhed their 
enemies with a plauſible pretence to affirm that they had 
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not conſidered the treaty with the coolneſs and SS 
which an affair of this importance required. 
$ XIII. Before the Lords began to inveſtigate the arti- 


cles of the union, they, at the inſtance of the Archbiſhey 


of Canterbury, brought in a bill for the ſecurity of the 
church of England, to be inſerted as a fundamental and 
eſſential part of that treaty. It pafſed through both Houſes 
without oppoſition, and received the royal aſſent. On 
the fifteenth day of February, the debates concerning the 
union began in the Houſe of Lords, the Queen being pre- 
ſent, and the Biſhop of Sarum chairman of the committee, 


The Earls of Rocheſter, Angleſey, and Nottingham ar- 


gued againſt the union ; as did the Biſhop of Bath and 
Wells. Lord Haverſham, in a premeditated Raranguc, 


ſaid the queſtion was, Whether two nations independent 


in their ſovereignties, that had their diſtin&t laws and | 
intereſts, their different forms of worſhip, chinoh-oo- 
vernment, and order, ſhould be united into one kingdom? 
He ſuppoſed it an union made up of ſo many miſmatched 
pieces, of ſuch jarring, incongruous ingredients, that 
ſhould it ever take effect, it would carry the neceſſary 
conſequence of a ſtanding power and force, to keep them 
from falling aſunder and breaking in pieces every moment. 
He repeated what had been ſaid by Lord Bacon, that an 
unity pieced up by direct admiſſion of contrarieties in the 


fundamental points of it, is like the toes of Nebuchad- 


nezzar's image, which were made of iron and clay; cher 
may cleave together, but would never incorporate. He 
diſſented from the union for the ſake of the good old 
Engliſh conſtitution, in which he dreaded ſome alteration 
from the additional weight of ſixty-one Scottiſh members, 
and theſe too returned by a Scottiſh privy-council. He 


took notice, that above one hundred Scottiſh peers, and 


as many Commons, were excluded from fitting and voting 


in parliament, though they had as much right of inheri- 


tance to ſit there, as any Engliſh peer had of fitting in the 

parliament of England. He expreſſed his 3 

of this precedent; and aſked what ſecurity any peer 0 
England 
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en their own cauſe, ſo far as to give up the two great 
2 of epiſcopal ordination and confirmation; if they 


could approve and ratify the act for ſecuring the preſby- 
erian church- government in Scotland, as the true pro- 


̃ 1 teſtant religion and purity of worſhip ; they mult give up 
hat which had been contended for between them and the 


; Preateſt and moſt learned men in the church of England. 


7 le objected to the exempting articles, by which heritable 


fees and ſuperiorities were reſerved. He aihrmed that 
he union was contrary to the ſenſe of the Scottiſh nation; 
hat the murmurs of the people had been ſo loud as to 


ill the whole kingdom; and fo bold as to reach even to 


b ] ; he doors of the parliament; that the parliament itſelf 
ad ſuſpended their beloved clauſe in the act of ſecurity 


2 proclamation, pardoning all ſlaughter, bloodſhed, and 
aiming, committed upon thoſe who ſhould be found in 
EZumults. From theſe circumſtances he concluded, that 
the Scottiſh nation was averſe to an incorporating union, 
5 Trhich he looked upon as one of the moſt dangerous ex- 
: Periments to both nations. Lord North and Grey com- 
e Plained of the ſmall and unequal proportion of the land- 
9 E impoſed upon Scotland. The Earl of Nottingham 
y x 1 aid it was highly unreaſonable that the Scots, who were 
le y the treaty let into all the branches of the Englith trade, 
Ind paid ſo little towards the expenſe of the government, 
ould moreover have ſuch a round ſum by way of equi- 
-; Hient. The ſame topicks were inſiſted upon by the Lords 
North and Grey, Guernſey, Granville, Stawell, and 
bingdon. The Earl of Nottingham, after having op- 
T Pied every article ſeparately, concluded with words to 
is effect: © As Sir John Maynard ſaid to the late King 
he WF at the Revolution, that having buried all his cotempo- 


4 Felty had not come in that very juncture of time, he 
— x — H 2 might 


— 


: Preſbyterians for thirty years, and been defended by the 


= or arming the people; that the government had ifſued 


N WRT raries in Weſtminſter-hall, he was afraid, if his Ma- 


99 


1706. 


| FT England had for his right and privilege of peerage, which C H A P. 
Fhoſe lords had not. He aid, if the biſhops would weak- , . 
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BOOK 6 might have likewiſe outlived the very laws; ſo, if this f Tn 
+ «© union do paſs, as I have no reaſon to doubt but it will, Poithff 
106. 1 may juſtly affirm I have outlived all the laws, and ti: Tory 

e very conſtitution of England; I, therefore, pray to G0 e 
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Scotland lay on the weakeſt ſide of England, which cod? gener. 
not be defended but by an expenſive army. Should a W. Prome 
break out between the two nations, and Scotland be con- ne h 
quered, yet even in that caſe it would be neceſſary to kee ected 
it under with a ſtanding army, which any enterpriſing ef the 
prince might model for his ambitious purpoſes, and join. Houſ- 
ing with the Scots, enſlave his Engliſh dominions : tha eived 
any union after a conqueſt would be compulſive, conſe- 1 Watisfa 
quently of ſhort duration; whereas, now it was voluntary emen 
it would be laſting : that with regard to eccleſiaſtici ho b 
affairs, all. heats and animoſities might be allayed by fo - SW... 

and gentle management, The cantons of Switzerland, f 
though they profeſſed different religions, were yet united BY. 
in one general body; and the diet of Germany was com- 
poſed of princes and ſtates, among whom three different 
perſuaſions prevailed ; ſo that two ſorts of diſcipline might 
very well ſubſiſt under one legiſlature. If there was any 
danger on either ſide, it threatened the Scots much mor Wi 
than the Engliſh, as five hundred and thirteen member i 
would certainly be too hard for forty-five; and in the b I 
Houſe of Lords, ſix-and-twenty biſhops would always N . 
preponderate againſt ſixteen peers from Scotland, Nor FP 
withſtanding _— 


0 ce to avert the dire effects wiych may probably enſue iron i 3 Wions : 

0 * ſuch an incorporating union.” Soul 
M0 $ XIV. Theſe arguments and objeCtions were LE 9 X Nich | 
ooh by the Lord-Treaſurer Godolphin, the Earls of Sunder. 4 Article 
00 land and Wharton, the Lords Townſhend, Hallifax, and pf pre 
Wl Somers, the Biſhops of Oxford, Norwich, and Sarum. Inents 
U They obſerved, that ſuch an important meaſure could not J onch 
1 l be effected without ſome inconveniencies; but that theſe Fatifie 
| ought to be born, in conſideration of the greatneſs of the = Whoſe 
Wl advantage; that the chief dangers to which the church them 
* was expoſed aroſe from France and popery; and this | Pould 
ö union would effectually ſecure it againſt theſe evils; th: bi fad 
100 
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' F ory intereſt, every article was approved by a great ma- 
ority, though not without a good number of proteſta- 
ions; and a bill of ratification was prepared in the Lower 
louſe by Sir Simon Harcourt, the ſollicitor-general, in 


rticles, as they paſſed in Scotland, were recited by way 
Ef preamble, together with the acts made in both parlia- 
m. nents for the ſecurity of their ſeveral churches; and in 
Foncluſion there was one clauſe, by which the whole was 


ot 

ee batified and enacted into a law. By this contrivance, 
be!? A hoſe who were deſirous of ſtarting new difficulties found 
ny Whemſelves diſabled from purſuing their deſign. They 
11; Fould not object to the recital, which was barely matter 


; pf fact; and they had not ſtrength ſufficient to oppoſe the 


promoted it with ſuch zeal, that it paſſed by a majority of 
ne hundred and fourteen, before the others had recol- 
ecded themſelves from the ſurpriſe which the ſtructure 
f the bill had occaſioned. It made its way through the 
. Houſe of Lords with equal diſpatch; and, when it re- 
eived the royal ſanction, the Queen expreſſed the utmoſt 
atisfaction. She ſaid ſhe did not doubt but it would be 
emembered and ſpoke of hereafter, to the honour of thoſe 
po had been inſtrumental in bringing it to ſuch a happy 


oms ſhould from henceforward behave with all poſſible 
eſpect and kindneſs towards one another, that ſo it might 
Pppear to all the world they had hearts diſpoſed to become 
_—e people. oo | 

XV. As the act of union did not take place till the 
eſolved to take advantage of this interval. The Engliſh 
Fr opoſed to export into Scotland ſuch commodities as en- 
led them to a drawback, with a view to bring them back 
lter the firſt of May. The Scots, on the other hand, 
cheir duties were much lower than thoſe in England, 
ended to import great quantities of wine, brandy, and 
i other 


; þ ithſtanding all the oppoſition made by the lords of the C T3 P. 


uch an artful manner as to prevent all debates. All the 


Feneral enacting clauſe. On the other hand, the Whigs 


1 5 onclufion. She deſired that her ſubjects of both king- 


rt of May, a great number of traders in both kingdoms 
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BOOK other 8 which they could ſell at a greater ad. reſok 

| * vantage in England after the union, when there would be her! 

1707, A free intercourſe between the two nations. Some of the preſſ 

miniſters had embarked in this fraudulent deſign, which 8 the it 

alarmed the merchants of England to ſuch a degree, that W {+vii 

they preſented a remonſtrance to the Commons. Reſolu- JW found 

tions were immediately taken in the Houſe againſt theſe mon 

practices, and a bill was prepared; but the Lords appre- hie 
hending that it in ſome meaſure infringed the articles of from 

the union, and that it might give umbrage to the Scottiſh {a ing t 

nation, it was dropped. The frauds. had been in a good yernr 

meaſure prevented by the previous reſolutions of the Houſe; |S kind! 

and the firſt day of May was now at hand; ſo that the and i 

bill was thought unneceſſary, On the twenty-fourth day in fav 

of April the Queen prorogued the parliament, after having , She | 

given them to underſtand, that ſhe would continue by ES alwa! 

proclamation the Lords and Commons already aſſembled, the p 

as members in the firſt Britiſh Parliament on the part of her t 

England, purſuant to the power veſted in her by the acts ¶ preſſe 

of parliament of both kingdoms, ratifying the treaty o: WF ſhoul 

union. The parliament was accordingly revived by pro- the n 

clamation, and another iſſued to convoke the firſt parlia- W dor e 

ment of Great - Britain for the twenty- third day of October. vered 

The Scots repaired to London, where they were well re- King 
ceived by the Queen, who. beſtowed the title of duke on ſent 

the Farls of Roxburgh and Montroſe. She likewile with 

granted a commiſſion for a new privy-council in that his al 

kingdom, to be in force till the next ſeſſion of parliament, minit 

that the nation might not be diſguſted by too ſudden to the 

alteration of outward appearances. The firſt of May was . rians, 
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appointed as a day of publick thankſgiving; and congra- uſe h 
tulatory addreſſes were ſent up from all parts of England; the © 
but the univerſity of Oxford prepared no compliment ; and that ! 
the Scots were wholly ſilent on this occaſion. Ruſſi 
$6 XVI. In the courſe of this ſeſſion the Commons, in enter 
an addreſs to the Queen, deſired ſhe would reſettle the in fot 
iſlands of St. Chriſtopher's and Nevis in the Weſt-Indies, terpo! 


which had been — by the . They likewiſe 


= ineffe 
reſolved, ME | 


ANN E. 


reſoked, That an humble addreſs ſhould be preſented to 
5 her Majeſty, praying ſhe would concert meaſures for ſup- 
W preſſing a body of pirates who had made a ſettlement on 
the iſland of Madagaſcar, as alſo for recovering and pre- 
ſetꝛving the ancient poſſeſſions, trade, and fiſhery in New- 


foundland. The French refugees likewiſe delivered a re- 


monſtrance to the Queen, recapitulating the benefits 
which the perſecuted proteſtants in France had reaped 


from the aſſiſtance of her royal progenitors, acknowledg- 


3 ing their own happineſs in living under her gentle go- 
vernment, among a people by whom they had been ſo 


kindly entertained when driven from their native country ; 


and imploring her Majeſty's interpoſition and good offices 
in favour of their diſtreſſed and perſecuted brethren abroad. 
She graciouſly received this addreſs, declaring, ſhe had 


always great compaſhon for the unhappy circumſtances of 


the proteftants in France: that ſhe would communicate 
ber thoughts on this ſubje& to her allies ; and ſhe ex- 
365 preſſed her hope that ſuch meaſures might be taken as 
mould effectually anſwer the intent of their petition. In 
the month of May ſhe granted an audience to an ambaſſa- 
dor extraordinary from the Czar of Muſcovy, who deli- 
vered a letter from his maſter, containing complaints of 


King Auguſtus, who had maltreated the Ruſſian troops 
ſent to his aſſiſtance, concluded a diſhonourable peace 


with Charles King of Sweden, without the knowledge of 


his allies, and ſurrendered Count Patkul, the Muſcovite 
miniſter, as a deſerter, to the Swediſh monarch, contrary 
to the law of nations, and even to the practice of barba- 


rians. He, therefore, deſired her Britannick Majeſty would 


uſe her good offices for the enlargement of the Count, and 
the other Ruſſian priſoners detained at Stockholm; and 
that ſhe would take into her protection the remains of the 
Ruſſian auxiliaries upon the Rhine, that they might either 
enter into the ſervice of the allies, or be at liberty to return 
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in ſafety to their own country. The Queen actually in- 


terpoſed in behalf of Patkul: but her interceſſion proved 


= ineffeCtual, and that unhappy miniſter was put to death 


I with 
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with all the circumſtances of wanton barbarity. As many 
ſevere and ſarcaſtick writings had lately appeared, in which 
the Whigs and miniſtry were reviled, and reflexions hinted 
to the prejudice of the Queen's perſon, the — 
reſolved to make examples of the authors and publiſhers of 
theſe licentious productions. Dr. Joſeph Browne was 
twice pillored for a copy of verſes, intituled, The | 
«© country parſon's advice to the Lord-Keeper,” and a 
letter which he afterwards wrote to Mr. Secretary Harter, | 


William Stephens, rector of Sutton in Surrey, underwent 
the ſame ſentence, as author of a pamphlet, called, A 


« letter to the author of the memorial of the church of 
Edward Ward was fined and ſet in the vi- 
lory, for having written a burleſque poem on the times, 
under the title of Hudibras redivivus;“ and the ſame 
puniſhment was inflicted upon William Pittes, author of a 
performance, intituled, . The caſe of the church of foe 


„ land's memorial fairly ſtated.” 


XVII. The Lower Houſe of Convocation Rill conti- 


nued to wrangle with their ſuperiors; and though they 


joined the Upper Houſe in a congratulatory addreſs to the 
Queen on the ſucceſs of her arms, they reſolved to make 


application to the Commons againſt the union. The 


Queen being appriſed of their deſign, deſired the Arch- 


biſhop to prorogue them for three weeks, before the expi- 


ration of which the act of union had paſſed in parli- 
ment. 'The Lower Houſe delivered a repreſentation to 
the biſhops, in which they affirmed, no ſuch prorogation 
had ever been ordered during the ſeſſion of parliament. 


The biſhops found in their records ſeven or eight prece- 
dents of ſuch prorogations, and above thirty inſtances of 
the Convocation's having ſat ſometimes before, and ſome- 
times after a ſeſſion of parliament, nay, ſometimes even 


when the parliament was diſſolved. The Queen, in- 


formed of theſe proceedings, wrote a letter to the Arch- 
| biſhop, intimating, that ſhe looked upon the Lower 
Houſe as guilty of an invaſion of her royal ſupremacy ; 
and that, if any thing of the ſame nature ſhould be at- 

tempted 
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2 \q niſning offenders as the law warranted. The Prolocutor 
| Wabſcnting himſelf from the Convocation, the Archbiſhop 


: Lower Houſe in a proteſtation declared this ſentence un- 
L 2 and altogether null. Nevertheleſs, the Proloeutor 
made a full ſubmiſſion, with which the Archbiſhop was 
ſaatisfied, and the ſentence was repealed. About this pe- 
riod the Earl of Sunderland was appointed one of the 
cecretaries of ſtate, in the room of Sir Charles Hedges. 
his change was not effected without great oppoſition 
from Harley, who was in his heart an enemy to the Duke 
of Marlborough, and all his adherents z and had already, 
by his ſecret intrigues, made conſiderable progreſs in a 
ſcheme for ſuperſeding the influence of the Ducheſs. 

XVIII. The French King at this juncture ſeemed to 
be entirely abandoned by his former good fortune. He 
had ſuſtained ſuch a number of ſucceſſive defeats as had 
; © drained his kingdom of people; and his treaſury was almoſt 


exhauſted. He endeavoured to ſupport the credit of his 
government by iſſuing mint-bills, in imitation of the 


bank-notes of England: but, notwithſtanding all his pre- 
cautions, they paſſed at a diſcount of three - and- fifty per 


| could be no longer carried on; and the ſubjects periſhed 
with famine. The allies, on the other hand, ſeemed to 
proſper in every quarter. They had become maſters of 


1 the greateſt part of the Netherlands, in conſequence of 


f 4 the victory at Ramillies : the army of King Charles was 
EE conſiderably re-enforced: a ſcheme was formed for the 


| & conqueſt of Toulon, by the troops of the Emperor and 


the Duke of Savoy, ſupplied with a large ſum of money 
by Queen Anne, and aſſiſted by the combined fleets of 
England and Holland, under the command of Sir 
Cloudeſley Shovel. In a word, France ſeemed to be re- 
duced to the verge of deſtruction, from which nothing in 


L7 all probability could have ſaved her but the jealouſy and 


miſconduct of the confederates. Louis, by virtue of his 
fa | capitulation 


pronounced ſentence of contumacy againſt him. The 


cent. The lands lay uncultivated: the manufactures. 
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BOOK capitulation with the Emperor in Italy, was enabled to che co! 
ſend ſuch re-enforcements into Spain, as turned the fo. son, 
3707. tune of the war in that country; while the diſtractions in 2 bes | 
the council of King Charles prevented that unanimity and 1 dered 
concurrence, without which no ſucceſs can be expected. thirtee 
The Earl of Peterborough declared againſt an offenſive . I Engliſ 
war, on account of the difficulty of finding ſubſiſtence in retreat 
Caſtile; and adviſed Charles to truſt to the expedition Calwa 
againſt Toulon. This opinion he ſent from Italy, to which | which 
he had withdrawn. three 
XIX. Charles, however, was perſuaded to penetrate 3 che ip 
once more to Madrid, and give battle fo the enemy with 1 
wherever they ſhould appear. On the thirteenth day of who © 
March the army was aſſembled at Caudela, to the number M7 eceiv 
of ſixteen thouſand men, under the aufpices of the Ma- Minas 
quis das Minas, to whom the Earl of Galway was ſecond ho ; 
in command. They marched towards Yecla, and under- the 1 
took the ſiege of Vilena; but, having received intel. vere 
gence that the Duke of Berwick was in the neighbou- dred 
hood, they advanced on the fourteenth day of April in thoul: 
four columns towards the town of Almanza, where the more 
enemy were drawn up in order of battle, their number of tw 
being conſiderably ſuperior to that of the confederates office 
The battle began about two in the afternoon, and the | mand 
whole front of each army was fully engaged. The Engliſh en 
and Dutch ſquadrons on the left, ſuſtained by the Portu- i 4 durin 
gueſe horſe of the ſecond line, were overpowered after a 1 by th 
gallant refiſtance. The centre, conſiſting chiefly of bat- - date 
talions from Great-Britain and Holland, obliged the ; & {ome 
enemy to give way, and drove their firſt upon their ſecond E ſtep { 
line: but the Portugueſe cavalry on the right being ; 3 Hon, 
broken at the firſt charge, their foot betook themſelves to mi 
flight ; ſo that the Engliſh and Dutch troops being leſt IE conc] 
naked on the flanks, were ſurrounded and attacked on was! 
every ſide. In this dreadful emergency they formed them- f Y veml 
{elves into a ſquare, and retired from the field of battle. var 
By this time the men were quite ſpent with fatigue, and Min: 
all their ammunition exhauſted : they were ignorant of WE Carf 
kd | the E 


3 
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e country, abandoned by their horſe, deſtitute of provi- 


4 con, and cut off from all hope of ſupply. Moved by 


Tc diſmal conſiderations they capitulated, and ſurren- 
1 dered themſelves priſoners of war, to the amount of 
ES thirteen battalions. The Portugueſe, and part of the 
= Engliſh horſe, with the infantry that guarded the baggage, 
EXE retreated to Alcira, where they were joined by the Earl of 


224 mf 8 
PE Galway, with about five-and-twenty hundred dragoons 
FE which he had brought from the field of battle. About 


= three thouſand men of the allied army were killed upon 
the ſpot, and among that number Brigadier Killigrew, 
: with many officers of diſtinction. The Earl of Galway, 
XX who charged in perſon at the head of Guiſcard's dragoons, 
5 received two deep cuts in the face. The Marquis das 
Minas was run through the arm, and ſaw his concubine, 
who fought in the habit of an Amazon, killed by his fide : 
the Lords Tyrawley, Mark Kerr, and Colonel Clayton, 
= were wounded : all their artillery, together with an hun- 
1 3 dred and twenty colours and ſtandards, and about ten 
= thouſand men, were taken; ſo that no victory could be 
; I more complete : yet it was not purchaſed without the loſs 
E 3 of two thouſand men ſlain in the action, including ſome 
WT officers of eminence. The Duke of Berwick, who com- 
= manded the troops of King Philip, acquired a great addi- 
= tion of fame by his conduct and behaviour before and 
during the engagement: but his authority was ſuperſeded 
by the Duke of Orleans, who arrived in the army imme- 
WE diately after the battle. This prince ſeemed to entertain 
ö ſome private views of his own; for he took no effectual 


ſtep to improve the victory. He began a private negocia- 


tion with the Earl of Galway, during which the two 
armies lay inactive on the banks of the Cinca ; and he 
concluded the campaign with the ſiege of Lerida, which 
vas ſurrendered by capitulation on the ſecond day of No- 
vember: then the troops on both ſides went into winter- 
quarters. The Earl of Galway and the Marquis das 


Minas embarked at Barcelona for Liſbon, and General 


Carpenter remained commander of the Engliſh, forces 


quartered 


| 
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quartered in Catalonia, which was now the only part of F Pp provir 


Spain that remained to King Charles. 8 hon 

XX. The attempt upon Toulon by the Duke of plate, 
Savoy and Prince Eugene might have ſucceeded, if the workr 
Emperor, notwithſtanding the repeated remonſtrances of duſtry 
the maritime powers, had not divided his army in Italy, 7 ich 
by detaching a conſiderable body through the eccleſiaſtical! poſtu1 
{tate towards Naples, of which he took poſſeſhon without - 9 nence 
any difficulty. Beſides, ten thouſand recruits deſtined . J landed 
for the Imperial forces in Italy were detained in Ger- N a nonad 
many, from an apprehenſion of the King of Sweden, |W reduc 
who remained in Saxony, and ſeemed to be upon very opera 
indifferent terms with the Emperor. With the aſſiſtance ketch 
of the Engliſh and Dutch fleets the Duke of Savoy and place 
Prince Eugene paſſed the Var“ on the eleventh day oi to the 
July, at the head of an army of thirty thouſand men, and parts; 
marched directly towards 'Toulon, whither the artillery s 1 beſieg 
and ammunition were conveyed on board of the combined The 
ſquadrons. The French King was extremely alarmed at 
this attempt, as five thouſand pieces of cannon, vaſt maga- 
zines, and the beſt part of his fleet, were in the harbour 
of Toulon, and ran the greateſt riſque of being entirely part 
taken or deſtroyed. The whole kingdom of France was to P: 
filled with conſternation, when they found their enemies the I 


. 1 order 
on thi 


were in the boſom of their country. The monarch re- ; {tron 
folved to leave no ſtone unturned for the relief of the place, being 


ang; his ſubjects exerted themſelves in a very . redue 


man woul 
. 0 ic The 
* This paſſage was effected, to the aftoniſhment of the French who ; 


thought the works they had raiſed on that river were impregnable. The woun 


honour of the enterpriſe was in a great meaſure owing to the gallantry of terrib 
Sir John Norris and the Engliſh ſeamen. That brave officer, embarking in fleet, 
boats with fix hundred ſailors and mariners, entered the river, and were £ 2 tion 
rowed within muſket ſhot of the enemy's works, where they made ſocha Bp 
vigorous and unexpected attack, that the French were immediately driven. 
from part of their entrenchments : then Sir John landed with his men, 
clambered over the works that were deemed inacceſſible, and attacking tbe 
defendants ſword in hand, comielled them to fly wirh the utmoſt precipita- 
tion. This detachment was ſuſtained by Sir Cloudelley Shovel in perſon. 
The Duke of Savoy, taking advantage of the enemy) 8 conſternation, paſſed 
the river almoſt without oppoſition, 
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vrhom they marched into the city; they coined their 


plate, and pawned their jewels for money to pay the 
EX workmen employed upon the fortifications ; and ſuch in- 
W duſtry was uſed, that in a few days the town and harbour, 
*X which had been greatly neglected, were put in a good 


W poſture of defence. The allies took poſſeſſion of the emi- 
nences that commanded the city, and the ordnance being 


1 3 landed, erected batteries. From theſe they began to can- 
nonade and bombard the city, while the fleet attacked and 


reduced two forts at the entrance of the mole; and co- 


: © operated in the ſiege with their great guns and bomb- 


ES ketches. The garriſon was numerous, and deſended the 


place with great vigour. They ſunk ſhips in the entrance 


to the mole ; they kept up a prodigious fire from the ram- 


parts; they made deſperate ſallies, and even drove the 


* beſiegers from one of their poſts with great flaughter. 
The French King, alarmed at this deſign of his enemies, 


ordered troops to march towards Toulon from all parts of 


on their route to improve the victory of Almanza; a great 


part of the army under Villars on the Rhine was detached 


to Provence, and the court of Verſailles declared, that 
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: the Duke of Burgundy ſhould march at the head of a 


ſtrong army to the relief of Toulon. The Duke of Savoy 
being appriſed of theſe preparations, ſeeing no hope of 


reducing the place, and being apprehenſive that his paſſage 


would be intercepted, reſolved to abandon his enterpriſe. 


The artillery being re-embarked, with the ſick and 
wounded, he decamped in the night, under favour of a 


1 
* 


terrible bombardment and cannonading from the Engliſh 
fleet, and retreated to his own country without moleſta- 
tion“. Then he undertook the reduction of Suza, the 
* garriſon 


= * Had the Duke of Savoy marched with expedition from the Var, he 
| * would have found Toulon defenceleſs: but he lingered in ſuch a manner as 
es reaſon to believe he was not hearty in the enterpriſe ; and his opera- 
I Iren. were retarded by a difference between him and his kiaſman Prince 
Eugene. e 1 8 EY 


his dominions. He countermanded the forces that were 
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BOOK garriſon of which ſurrendered at diſcretion. By this con- 


, queſt he not only ſecured the key to his own dominions, 
but alfo opened to himſelf a free paſſage into Dauphine. 
XXI. Sir Cloudeſley Shovel having left a ſquadron 
with Sir Thomas Dilkes for the Mediterranean ſervice, 
ſet ſail for England with the reſt of the fleet, and was in 
ſoundings on the twenty-ſecond day of October. About 
eight o'clock at night his own ſhip, the Aſſociation, 
ſtruck upon the rocks of Scilly, and periſhed with every 
perſon on board. This was likewiſe the fate of the Eagle 
and the Romney; the Fire-brand was daſhed in pieces on 
the rocks; but the captain and four-and-twenty men 
ſaved themſelves in the boat; the Phoenix was driven on 
ſhore; the Royal Anne was ſaved by the preſence of mind 
and uncommon dexterity of Sir George Byng and his 
officers 3 the St. George, commanded by Lord Durſley, 
ſtruck upon the rocks, but a wave ſet her a-float again. 
The admiral's body being caſt a-ſhore was ſtripped and 
buried in the ſand; but afterwards diſcovered and brought 
into Plymouth, from whence it was conveyed to London, 


and interred in Weſtminſter-abbey. Sir Cloudeſley Shovel 


vas born of mean parentage in the county of Suffolk; but 
raiſed himſelf to the chief command at ſea, by his induſtry, 
valour, ſkill, and integrity. On the Upper Rhine the 
Allies were unproſperous *. The Prince of Baden was 

| 7 dead, 


* In the month of May three ſhips of the line, namely the Royal Oak, of 


ſeventy-fix guns, commanded by Commodore Baron Wylde ; the Grafton, of 
ſeventy. guns, Captain Edward Acton; and the Hampton-Court, of ſeventy 
guns, Captain George Clements, ſailed as convoy to the Weſt-India and 
Portugal fleet of merchant ſhips, amounting to five-and-fifty ſail. They fell 
in with the Dunkirk ſquadron, conſiſting of ten ſhips of war, one frigate, 
and four privateers, under the command of M. de Forbin, A furious 
action immediately enſued, and notwithſtanding the vaſt diſproportion in 
point of number, was maintained by the Engliſh Commodore with great 
gallantry, unt] Captain Acton was killed, Captain Clements mortally 
wounded, and the Grafton and Hampton- Court were taken, after having 
ſunk' the Saliſhury, at that time in the hands of the French: then the 
Commodore, having eleven feet water in his hold, diſengaged himſelf from 
the enemy, by whom he had been ſurrounded, and ran his ſhip aground near 


Dungeneſſe; but ſhe afterwards floated, and he brought her ſafe into the 


Downs. 
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dead, and the German army ſo inconſiderable, that it C H A v. 
Could not defend the lines of Buhl againſt the Mareſchal . . 
de Villars, who broke through this work, eſteemed the 1755 
rampart of Germany, reduced Raſtadt, defeated a body 

of horſe, laid the duchy of Wirtemberg under contri- 

EZ bution, took Stutgard and Schorndorf; and routed three 
thouſand Germans entrenched at Lorch, under the com- 
mand of General Janus, who was made priſoner. In all 
probability, this active officer would have made great pro- 

E. greſs towards the reſtoration of the Elector of Bavaria, 

had not he been obliged to ſtop in the middle of his career, 

in conſequence of his army's being diminiſhed by ſending 

off detachments to Provente. The Imperial army retired 
towards Hailbron, and the command of it was, at the 

W requeſt of the Emperor and allies, aſſumed by the Elector 

of Hanover, who reſtored military diſcipline, and acted 

with uncommon prudence and circumſpection; but he 
=: had 


. Downs. In the mean time the French frigate and privateers made prize 
I of twenty-one Engliſh merchant-ſhips of great value, which, with the 
= Grafton and Hampton-Court, Forbin conveyed in triumph to Dunkirk, In 
4 July the ſame active officer took fifteen ſhips belonging to the Ruſſia 
company, off the coaſt of Lapland. In September he joined another ſqua- 
ton fitted out at Breſt, under the command of the celebrated M. de Guai 
W Trovin, and theſe attacked, off the Lizard, the convoy of the Portugal 
3 fleet, conſiſting of the Cumberland, Captain Richard Edwards, of eighty 
guns; the Devonſhire, of eighty ; the Royal Oak, of ſeventy-fix ; the Cheſter 
Z and Ruby, of fifty guns each. Though the French ſquadron did not fall 
bort of twelve ſail of the line, the Engliſh Captains maintained the action 
W for many hours with ſurpriſing valour. At length the Devonſhire was obliged 
to yield to ſuperior numbers : the Cumberland blew up; the Chefter and 
4 Ruby were taken; the Royal Oak fought her way through the midſt of her 
enemies, and arrived ſafe in the harbour of Kinſale; and the Liſbon fleet 
| ſaved themſelves, by making the beſt of their way during the engagement. 
iace the battle off Malaga the French King had never dared to keep the 
ſes with a large fleet, but carried on a kind of piratical war of this ſort, in 
order to diſtreſs the trade of England. He was the more encouraged to 
W purſue theſe meaſures, by the correſpondence which his miniſters carried on 
| with ſome wretches belonging to the Admiralty, and other offices, who 
beſely betrayed their country in tranſmitting to France ſuch intelligence 
| concerning the convoys appointed for the protection of commerce, as enabled 
þ the enemy to attack them at advantage. In the courſe of this year the 
French fiſhery, ſtages, ſhips, and veſſels in Newfoundland were taken, 
© burned, and deſtroyed, by Captain John Underdown, of the Falkland, 
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B OE had not force ſuſhcient to undertake any enterpriſe of im. 
bportance. | 
1707. XXII. In the month of April the Duke of Marlbo. 
rough ſet out from the Hague for Leipſick with a letter 
from the Queen to Charles XII. of Sweden, whoſe deſign; 
were ſtill ſo myſterious, that the confederates could not 
help being alarmed at his being in the heart of Germany, 
The Duke was pitched upon as the moſt proper ambaſh. 
dor, to ſoothe his vanity and penetrate into his real in. 
tention . He found this original character, not ſimple, 
but ſordid in his appearance and ceconomy, ſavage in hi; 
deportment, ferocious, illiterate, ſtubborn, implacabl, 
and reſerved. The Engliſh general affailed him on the 
ſide of his vanity, the only part by which he was acceſl. 
ble. © Sire (ſaid he) I preſent to your Majeſty a letter 
“ not from the Chancery, but from the heart of the 
“ Queen my miſtreſs, and written with her own hand. 
Had not her ſex prevented her from taking ſo long : 
c journey, ſhe would have croſſed the ſea to ſee a prince 
« admired by the whole univerſe. I eſteem myſelf happy 
*in having the honour of aſſuring your Majeſty of ny 
regard; and I ſhould think it a great happineſs, if ny 
affairs would allow me to learn under fo great a peneri 
« as your Majeſty, what I want to know in the art of 
« war.” Charles was pleaſed with this overſtrained 
compliment, which ſeems to have been calculated for a 
raw, unintelligent barbarian, unacquainted with the 
characters of mankind. He profeſſed particular veners 
tion for Queen Anne, as well for the perſon of ber 
ambaſſador, and declared he would take no ſteps to the 
prejudice of the grand alliance. Nevertheleſs, rhe ſince- 
rity of this declaration has been queſtioned. The French 
| count 


* When the Duke arrived in his coach at the quarters of. Count Piper, 
of whom he had demanded an audience, he was given to underſtand that 
the Count was buſy, and obliged to wait half an hour before the Swediſh 
miniſter came down to receive him, When he appeared at laſt, the Duke 

_ alighted from bis coach, put on his hat, paſſed the Count without falutin! 
him, and went aſide to the wall, where having laid ſome time, he returned 
and accoſted him with the moſt polite addreſs. | 
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court is laid to harr gained over his miniſter, Count Piper, 
do their intereſt. Certain it is, he induſtriouſly ſought 
# occaſion to quarrel] with the Emperor, and treated him 
with great inſolence, until he ſubmitted to all his de- 
mands. The treaty being concluded upon the terms he 
WT thought proper to impoſe, he had no longer the leaſt 
= ſhadow of pretence to continue his diſputes with the court 
of Vienna; and therefore began his march for Poland, 
which was by this time over- run by the Czar of Muſcovy. 
WE ${ XXUE The Duke of Marlborough returning from 
WS Saxony, aſſembled the allied army at Anderlach near 
' WE Bruflcls, about the middle of May; and, underftanding 
chat the Tlector of Bavaria and the Duke de Vendome, 
who commanded the French forces, had quitted their 
"IT lines, he advanced to Soignes, with a defign to engage 
N ” them in the plain of Fleurus. But receiving certain in- 
i telligence, that the enemy were greatly ſuperior to the 
anmes in number, by the help of drafts fron all their gar- 
© WS rifons, be retreated towards Bruſſels, and took poſt at 
= Mildertz while the French advanced to Gemblours. 
Both armies lay inactite until the enemy ſent off à large 


borougk and General D' Auverquerque reſolved to attack 
chem in their fortified camp at Gemblours. But they re- 


che confederates could not come up with them until they 
and their left under the cannon of Lifle, covered with the 


choſe their camp at Helchin, and foraged under the 
eannon of 'Tournay, within a league of the enemy; but 
nothing could induce them to hazard an engagement; and 
Wboth armies went into winter-quarters in the latter end of 
WOtober. The Duke of Marlborough ſet out for Frankfort, 


per, 
that 
diſh 
Juke 
101 
ned 


and Palatine, about the operations of the next campaign; 
chen he returned to the Have, and having concerted the 


WE detachment towards Provence. Then the Duke of Marl- 


WJ treated wih ſuch celerity from one poſt to another, that 


rer Schelde, and ſecured by entrenchments. The allies | 


Where he conferred with the Electors of Mentz, Hanover, 
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| were ſafely encamped with their right at Pont-a-Treſin, 


J | Vat, H. | © 4; | neceſſary 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


BOOK neceſſary meaſures with the deputies of the States-General, 
PE... „ embarked for England in the beginning of November. 

1702. $ XXIV. The Queen's private favour was now ſhifted to 

na2new object. The Ducheſs of Marlborough was ſupplanted 

by Mrs. Maſham, her own kinſwoman, whom ſhe had reſ- 

cued from indigence and obſcurity. This favourite ſuc- 

cceded to that aſcendancy over the mind of her ſovereign 

| which the Ducheſs had 1 poſſeſſed. She was more 

humble, pliable, and obliging than her firſt patroneſs, 

who had played the tyrant, and thwarted the Queen in 

ſome of her moſt reſpected maxims. Her Majeſty's pre- 

poſſeſſion in favour” of the Tories and high-church men 

was no longer inſolently condemned, and violently op- 

poſed. The new confidante conformed to all her preju- 

diogs, and encouraged all her deſigns with affent and ap- 

| probation. In political intrigues ſhe acted an afſociate, or 

rather auxiliary, to Mr. Secretary Harley, wh6 had inſi- 

nuated himſelf into the Queen's good graces ; and deter- 

mined to ſap the credit of the Duke of Marlborough and 

the Earl of Godolphin. His aim was to unite the Tory 

intereſt, under his own auſpices, and expel the Whigs from 

the advantages they poſſeſſed under the government. His 

chief eoadjutor in this ſcheme was Henry St. John, aſter- 

_— Lord Bolingbroke, a man of warm imagination and 

gant taſte, penetrating, eloquent, ambitious, and en- 

m_—_—_— whoſe talents were rather ſpecious than ſolid, 

and whoſe principles were looſe and fluQtuating. He wa 

at firſt contented to act in an inferior capacity, ſubſer 

vient to the deſigns of the ſecretary; but, when he under 

ſtood the full extent of his own parts and influence, be 

was fired with the ambition of eclipſing his principal, and 

from the ſphere of his miniſter, raiſed himſelf to the cha- 

racer of his rival. Theſe politicians, with the aſſiſtance 

of Sir Simon Harcourt, a colleague of uncommon abilit 

and credit, exerted their endeavours to rally and reconcik 

the diſunited Tories, who were given to underſtand, tha 

the Queen could no longer bear the tyranny of the Whigs: 


that ſhe had been always a friend i in her 7 heart wY 
2 Jon 
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erxkibit manifeſt proofs of her inclination. She accordingly 

= beſtowed the biſhopricks of Cheſter and Exeter upon Sir 

= william Dawes and Dr. Blackaſl, who, though otherwiſe 
of unblemiſhed characters, had openly condemned the Re- 
yolution. _ 1 WIE: 


C XXRV. The people in general began to be ſick of the 


Whig miniſtry, whom they had formerly careſſed. To 
them they imputed the burthens under which they groaned; 


BW burthens which they had hitherto been animated to bear 
by the pomp of triumph and uninterrupted ſucceſs. ' At 
= preſent they were diſcouraged by the battle of Almanza, 
BS the miſcarriage of the expedition againſt Toulon, the loſs 
of Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, and the fate of four ſhips of the 
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Tory and high-church party; and that ſhe would now C H AP. 
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une, deſtroyed or taken by a ſquadron under the command 


ce Mefficurs Forbin and Du Guai Trouin, two of the | 


moſt enterpriſing ſea-officers in the French ſervice. No 
new advantage had been obtained in the Netherlands: 
WE France, inſtead of ſinking under the weight of the confe- 
deracy, ſeemed to riſe with freſh vigour from every over- 
= throw; the Engliſh traders had lately ſuſtained repeated 
WT loſſes for want of proper convoys ; the coin of the nation 
vas viſibly diminiſhed ; and the publick credit began to 
Wy decline.” The Tories did nat fail to inculcate and exag- 
gerate theſe cauſes of diſcontent, and the miniſtry were 
too remiſs in taking proper ſteps for the ſatisfaction of the 
nation. Inſtead of ſoothing by gentle meaſures, and equal 
a adminiſtration, the Scots, who had exprefled ſuch aver- 
BY fion to the union, they treated them in ſuch a manner, as 
ſerved to exaſperate the ſpirits of that people, A ſtop was 
put to their whole commerce for two months before it was 
ba- diverted into the new channel. Three months elapſed 


Geizures of wines and other merchandiſe imported from 
5 thence into England were made in all the fiorthern parts, 


I 2 the 


before che equivalent was remitted to that kingdom, and 
it was afterwards applied with the moſt ſhameful partiality. 


1 with an affectation of ſeverity and diſdain: ſo that the 
1 generality of the Scottiſh nation loudly exclaimed againſt 
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BOOK the union and the government. The Jacobites wete 


I. 


again in commotion. They held conferences; they main- 
tained a correſpondence with the court of St. Germain's; 
a great number of the moſt rigid Whigs entered ſo far 
into their meaſures, as to think a revolution was abſo- 
lutely neceflary to retrieve the liberties, independence, 


and commerce of their country; the Pretender's birth. 


day was publickly celebrated in many different parts of 
the kingdom; and every thing ſeemed to portend an uni- 


verſal revolt. Ireland continued quiet under the admini- 
ſtration of the Earl of Pembroke, whom the Queen had 


appointed lord · lieutenant of that kingdom, A parliament 


having met at Dublin in the month of July, preſented 
addreſſes of congratulation to her Majeſty on the late union 
of the two kingdoms. The Commons having inſpected 
the public accounts, reſolved, That the kingdom had 
been put to exceſſive charge, by means of great arrears of 
rent returned by the late truſtees, as due out of the for: 
feited eſtates, which returns were falſe and unjuſt; and, 
That an humble repreſentation ſhould be laid before her 
Majeſty, on this ſubject. They paſſed another laudable 
reſolution in favour of their own manufactures. bw 
granted the neceſſary ſupplies, and having finiſhed ſever 
bills for the royal aſſent, were pas, mand on the twenty 
ninth day of October. 

XVI. It was on the . of the ſame mont 


chat the firſt parkament of Great-Britain aſſembled 2 


Weſtminſter, when the Queen in her ſpeech to both 
Houſes palliated the miſcarriages in Provence and in Spain; 
repreſented the neceſſity of making further efforts againt W 


the common enemy; and exhorted them to be upon thei 


guard againſt thoſe who endeavoured to ſow jealouſies in 
the common-wealth. The Commons, in their addrels 
expreſſed the continuance of their former zeal and devo- 
tion to her Majeſty's government; but, in the Houſe d 
Lords, the Earl of Wharton expatiated upon the ſcarcitſ 
of money, the decay of trade, the miſmanagement of tht 
navy. * was ſeconded by Lord Somers, and the 1cader 
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of the Tory party, who propoſed, that, previous to wary CHAP. 


BS meaſure, they ſhould conſider the ſtate of the nation. The 
deſigu of Wharton and Somers, was to. raiſe the Earl of 
= Orford once more to the head of the Admiralty; and the 
Tories, who did not perceive their drift, hoped in the 
; ; | courſe of the enquiry to fix the blame of all miſmanage- 
ment upon the Whig miniſters. A day being fixed for 


WE this examination, the Houſe received a petition from the 


4 ſheriffs and merchants of London, complaining of great 


f 8 loſſes by ſea, for want of cruiſers and convoys; and theſe 
complaints were proved by witneſſes. The report was 


ſent to the Lord-Admiral, who anſwered all the articles 
3 ſeparately; 3 then the Tories moved for an addreſs, in 
WY which the blame of the miſcayriages might be laid upon 
the miniſtry and cabinet-council; but the motion was 


IX. 


1707. 


over ruled; the Queen was retnited with a bare repre= 


| N A ſentation of the facts, and defired that ſhe would take the 


proper meaſures for preventing ſuch evils for the future. 
Tube Commons made ſome progreſs in an enquiry of the 


ame nature; and brought in a bill for the better ſecuring 


J 
/ ſupplies for the ſervice of the enſuing year. They pre- 
| 


WY pared another bill for repealing the Scottiſh act of ſecurity, 


and that about peace and war, which had excited ſuch 
WE jealouſy in the Engliſh nation. They reſolved, That 


; : Great-Britain: That the militia of Scotland ſhould be 
put on the ſame footing with that of England: That the 


1 E: powers of the juſtices of the peace ſhould be the ſame 
1 through the whole ifland : That the lords of juſticiary 
in Scotland ſhould go circuits twice in the year: That 
che writs for electing Scottiſh members to ferve in the 
7 Houſe of Commons ſhould be directed, and returns made, 


In the ſame manner as practiſed in England. An act 


. being formed on theſe reſolutions, they brought in a bill 
1 ſor preſerving the trade with Portugal: then they conſi- 


ered the ſtate of the war in Spain, 


$XXVIE. 


che trade of the kingdom. They chearfully granted the 


chere ſhould be but one privy-council in the kingdom of 
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neceſſity of carrying on the war until King Charles 
Earl of Pererborough ſaid they ought to contribute nine 
other terms: he declared himſelf ready to return to Spain, 
| Rocheſter repeated a maxim of the old Duke of Schom- 
like taking a bull by the horns. He, therefore, propoſed, 
and detach from thence fifteen or twenty thouſand men 
rough, who urged, that the great towns in Brabant which 
he had conquered could not be preſerved without a conf- 


gain any advantage in Flanders from their ſuperiority in 
point of number, the diſcontented party in Holland, 


and honourable for hex Majeſty and her allies, if Span 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. = 
$ XXVII. When the Queen paſſed theie bills, ſhe re. ö the 


commended an augmentation in the aids and auxiliaries add 
granted to the King of Spain and the Duke of Savoy. per 
This intimation produced a debate in the Houſe of Lords, WR PR! 
On the affairs of Spain. The ſervices of the Earl of Pe- | mal 
terborough were extolled by tbe Earl of Rocheſter and ſtr 1 
Lord Haverſham, who levelled ſome oblique reflexions at pily 
the Earl of Galway. Several lords. enlarged -upon the 27 the 


ſhould be fully eſtabliſhed upon the throne of Spain. The 
ſhillings in the pound rather than make peace on any 
and ſerve even under the Earl of Galway. The Earl of 
berg, That attacking France in the Netherlands was 
that the allies ſhould ſtand on the defenſive in Flanders, 


into Catalonia. He was ſeconded by the Earl of Not. 
tinghamz but warmly oppoſed by the Duke of Marlbo- 


derable number of men; and that if the French ſhould 


which was very numerous, and bore with impatience the 
burthen of the war, would not fail crying aloud for peace. 
Being challenged by Rocheſter to ſhow how troops could 
be procured for the ſervice of Italy and Spain, he affured 
the Houſe, that meaſures had been already concerted with 
the Emperor, for forming an army of forty thouſand men 
under the Duke of Savoy, and for ſending powerful ſuc- 
cours to King Charles. This declaration finiſhed the 
debate, which iſſued in an affectionate addreſs to her Ma- 
jeſty. The Lords reſolved, That no peace could be ſafe 


2 the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies were ſuffered to continue ; 
the 


A'N N E. 


| the power of the Houſe of Bourbon. They preſented an 


addreſs, in which they deſired ſhe would preſs the Em- 
to ſend powerful ſuccours to Spain, under the com- 


x : mand of Prince Eugene, with all poſſible expedition, to 
make good his contract with the Duke of Savoy, and 
WE ſtrengthen the army on the Rhine, which was now hap- 


pily put under the conduct of that wiſe and valiant prince, 


e Elector of Hanover. The Commons concurred in this 
== remonſtrance, in conſequence of which the Queen deſired 
= the Emperor to beſtow the command in Spain upon 
Prince Eugene. The court of Vienna, however, did 
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not comply with this requeſt z but fent thither Count 


Staremberg, who, of all the German generals, was next 


to the Prince in military reputation. The Commons now 


proceeded to conſider of ways and means, and actually 
eſtabliſhed funds for raiſing the ſupply, which amounted to 
the enormous ſum of fix millions. 


6 XXVII. At this period Mr. Harley's character in- 


| : | curred ſuſpicion from the treachery of William Gregg, 
an inferior clerk in his office, who was detected in a cor- 


reſpondence with Monſieur Chamillard, the French King's 


= miniſter. When his practices were detected, he made an 


ample confeſſion, and pleading guilty to his indictment at 
the Old-Bailey, was condemned to death for high-treaſon. 
At the ſame time, John Bara and Alexander Valiere 
were committed to Newgate, for correſponding with the 
enemy; and Claude Baud, ſecretary to the Duke of Savoy's 
miniſter, was, at the requeſt of his maſter, apprehended 
for traiterous practices againſt her Majeſty and her govern- 


ment. A committee of ſeven lords being appointed to 


examine theſe delinquents, made a report to the Houſe, 


= which was communicated to the Queen, in an addreſs, 


importing, that Gregg had diſcovered ſecrets of ſtate to 
the French miniſter : that Alexander Valiere and John 


Bara had managed a correſpondence with the governours 


and commiſſaries of Calais and Boulogn; and, in all 
probability, diſcovered to the enemy the ſtations of the 
Britiſh cruiſers, the ſtrength of their convoys, and the 

times 
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times at which the -merchatit ſhips proceeded on their 


voyages: that all the papers in the oſſioe of Mr. Secre- 


tary Harley had been for a conſiderable time expoſed to 
the view of the meaneſt clerks; and that the perufal of all 
the letters to and from the French priſoners had been 
chiefly truſted to Gregg, a perſon of a very ſuſpicious cha- 

racter, and known to be extremely indigent. "The Queen 
granted a reprieve to this man, in hope of his making 
ſome important diſcovery : but he really knew nothing of 
conſequence to the nation. He was an indigent Scot, 
who had been employed as a ſpy in his own country, and 
now offered his ſervices to Chamillard, with a view of 
being rewarded for his treachery : but he was diſcovered 
before he had reaped any fruits from his correſpondence. 
As he had no ſecrets of importance to impart, he was 
executed at Tyburn, where he delivered a paper to the 
ſheriff, in which he declared Mr. Harley entirely ignorant 
of all his treaſonable connexions, notwithſtanding ſome 
endeavours that were made to engage him in: an accuſation 
of that miniſter. 

XXIX. The Queen had refuſed to 105 che Earl of 
Peterborougb into her preſence, until he ſhould have vindi- 
cated his conduct, of which King Charles had complained 
in divers letters. He was eagerly defirous of a parlia- 
mentary enquiry. His military proceedings, his negocia- 
tions, his diſpoſal of the remittances were taken into con- 
ſideration by both Houſes : but he produced ſuch a num- 
ber of witneſſes and original papers to juſtify every tranſ- 
action, that his character triumphed in the enquiry, which 
was dropped before it produced any refolution in parlia- 
ment. Then they took cognizance of the ſtate of affairs 
in Spain, and found there had been a 
the Engliſh troops at the battle of Almanza. This, how- 
ever, was explained ſo much to their ſatisfaction, that they 
voted an addreſs to the Queen, thanking her for having 
taken meaſures to reſtore the affairs in Spain, and provide 
foreign troops for that ſervice, The bill for rendering the 


union more complete met with a vigorous oppoſition in 
the 


great deficiency in 
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: the Houſe of Lords from the court-party, on account of C H A P. 


dhe dauſe enacting, That; after the firſt of May, chere 


Gould be but one privy-council in the kingdom of Great- 


g Britain. The miniſtry finding it was ſtrenuouſly ſupport- 
el by all the Tories, and a conſiderable number of the 


IX. 
— — 
. 


other faction, would have compromiſed the difference, by 


5 propoſing that the privy-couneil of Scotland ſpould con- 


: ; tinue to the firſt day of October. They hinted this ex- 


pedient, in hope of being able to influence the-enſuing elec- 
tons: but their defign- being palpable, the motion was 


BE orer-ruled, and the bill received the royal aſſent: a court 


of Exchequer, however, was erected in Scotland upon the 


| model of that in England. The execution of Gregg, 
and the examination of Valiere and Bara, who had acted 


; as ſmugglers to the coaſt of France, under the protection 
of Harley, to whom they engaged for intelligence, affected 


che credit of that miniſter; who was reviled and traduced 


yy the emiſſaries of the Whig party. The Duke of Marl- 


bat they could ſerve her no longer, ſhould Mr. Harley 
continue in the poſt of ſecretary. Being ſummoned to the 


borough and the Earl Godolphin, being appriſed of his 
eecret practices with Mrs. Maſham, wrote to the Queen, 


abinet-council, they waited on her in perſon, and ex> | 


Poſtulated on the ſame ſubject. She endeavoured to ap- 
Peaſe their reſentment with ſoft perſuaſion, which had no 
eftect; and when they retired from court, to the aſtoniſh- 
rent of all the ſpectators, ſhe repaired in perſon to the 
WLouncil. There Mr. Secretary Harley began to explain 
e cauſe of their meeting, which was ſome circumſtance 
lating to foreign affairs. The Duke of Somerſet ſaid 
e did not ſee how they could deliberate on ſuch matters 
ile the general and treaſurer were abſent : the other 
embers obſerved a ſullen ſilence ; fo that the coun- 
E il broke up, and the Queen found herſelf in danger of 
Z ing abandoned by her miniſters. Next day her Ma- 
Welty ſent for the Duke of Marlborough, and told him that 
F F arley ſhould immediately reſign his office, which was 
Wonterred Ow" Mr. Henry Boyle, chancellor of the Ex- 
F chequer : 
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tender without conditions; and he neglected the Duke of 
the Farl of Middleton. At his return to France, he mad: 
ſuch a favourable report of the diſpoſition and power of the 


and ſend over the Pretender to that kingdom. His pretence 
was to eſtabliſh that prince on the throne of his anceſtors: 


lands, and excite a revolt in Great-Britain, which ſhould 
hinder Queen Anne from exerting herſelf againſt France 


the Chevalier de St. George, was furniſhed with ſervice 


torney-general, Sir Thomas Manſel, comptroller of the 
houſehold, and Mr, St. John, relinquiſhed their ſeveral 


threatened invaſion from France. The Court of St. Ger- 
main's had ſent over one Colonel Hook with credentials to 
Scotland, to learn the ſituation, number, and ability of the 


himſelf wholly to the Duke of Athol, and thoſe other 
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chequer+ but ſhe deeply ae che deportment of the 
Duke and the Earl of Godolphin, from whom ſhe en- 
tirely withdrew her confidence. Sir Simon Harcourt, at- 


poſts upon the diſgrace of Harley. 
XXX. The kingdom was at this period WN with a 


Pretender's friends in that country. This miniſter, by his 
miſconduct, produced a diviſion, among the Scottiſh Jaco- 
bites. Being a creature of the Duke of Perth, he attached 


zealous partiſans who were bent upon receiving the Pre- 


Hamilton, the Earl Marifchal, and other adherents of that 


houſe, who adopted the more moderate principles avowed by peat 
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Scottiſh nation, that Louis reſolved to equip an armament, 


but his real aim was to make a divifion from the Nether- 


on the continent. He began to make preparations for ti 
expedition at Dunkirk, where a ſquadron was aſſemble 
under the command of the Chevalier de Fourbin ; and 
body of land- forces were embarked with Monfieur de Gace, 
afterwards known by the appellation of the Mareſchal ce 
Matignon. The Pretender, who had aſſumed the name uf 


of gold and filver plate, ſumptuous tents, rich clothes fi 
bis life-guards, ſplendid liveries, and all forts of nec 
{aries even to profuſion. Louis at parting preſented bin 
with a ſword ſtudded with valuable diamonds, and 
what he had mae ſaid to this afrenturer $ father 


« He 


AN N E. 


123 


« He hoped he ſhould never ſee him again.“ The Pope c u * 
contributed to the expenſe of this expedition, and accom- 


modated him with divers religious inſcriptions, which 
were wrought upon his colours and ſtandards. Queen 
Anne being informed of theſe preparations, and the deſign 


of the French monarch, communicated to the Commons 


the advices which ſhe had received from Holland and the 
Netherlands, touching the deſtination of the Dunkirk 
armament : both Houſes concurred in an addreſs, aſſuring 
her they would aſſiſt her Majeſty with their lives and for- 
| tunes againſt the pretended Prince of Wales, and all her 
other enemies. Then they paſſed a bill, enacting, That 
the oath of abjuration ſhould be tendered to all perſons, and 
ſuch as refuſed» to take it ſhould be in the condition of 
convicted recuſants. By another, they ſuſpended the Ha- 
beas Corpus act till October, with relation to perſons ap- 
prehended by the government on ſuſpicion of treaſonable 
practices. The Pretender and his adherents were pro- 


claimed traitors and rebels; and a bill was paſſed, diſcharg- 


ing the clans of Scotland from all vaſſalage to thoſe chicfs 
who ſhould take up arms againſt her Majeſty. Tranſports 
were hired to bring over ten Britiſh battalions from Oſtend : 

a large fleet being equipped with incredible diligence, 


failed from Deal towards Dunkirk, under the conduct of 


dir John Leake, Sir George Byng, and Lord Durſley. 
The French imagined that Leake had failed to Liſbon, 


aud that Britain was unprovided of ſhips of war; fo that 


| they were amazed and confounded when this fleet appeared 
off Mardyke : a ſtop was immediately put to the embark- 
ation of their troops : frequent exprefles were diſpatched 


to Paris: the Count de Fourbin repreſented to the French 


King the little probability of ſucceeding in this enterpriſe, 
and the danger that would attend the attempt : but he re- 
| ceived poſitive orders to embark the forces, and ſet fail with 
the firſt favourable wind. 

$ XXXI. The Britiſh fleet being 8 from their 
ſtation by ſevere weather on the fourteenth day of March, 
the French ſquadron failed on the ſeventeenth from the 


road 


1707. 


124 ” HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


B 22 K road of Dunkirk : but the wind ſhifting, it + ophch in 
Newpart-pits, till the ninetcenth in the evening, when 
= Fri Gl again with a fair breeze, ſteering their courſe 
for Scotland. Six George Byng having received advice 
of their departure, from an Oſtend veſſal ſent out for that 
purpoſe by Major-General Cadogan, gave chaſe to the 
enemy, after having detached a ſquadron under Admiral 
Baker, to conyoy the troops that were embarked at Oſtend 
for England. On the tenth day of March, the Queen 
went to the Houſe of Peers, where, in a ſpeech ta both 
Houſes, ſhe told them that the French fleet had failed ; . 
that Sir George Byng was in purſuit of them; and that 
ten battalions of her troops were expected every day in 
England. This intimation was followed by two very 
warm addreſſes from the Lords and Commons, in which 
they repeated their aſſurances of ſanding by her againſt all 
her enemies. They exharted her to perſevere in ſupport- 
ing the common cauſe, notwithſtanding this petty attempt 
to diſturb her dominions; and levelled ſome ſevere inſinu- 

_ ations againſt thoſe wha endeavoured to foment jealouſies 
between her Majeſty and her moſt faithful ſervants. Ad- 
dreſſes on the ſame occaſion were ſent up from different 
parts of the kingdom; ſo that the Queen ſeemed to look 
with contempt upon the deſigns of the enemy. Several 
regiments of foot, with ſome ſquadrons of cavalry, began 
their march for Scotland: the Earl of Leven, commander 
in chief of the forces in that country, and governor of the 
caſtle of Edinburgh, haſtened thither to put that fortreſs 
in a poſture of defence, and to make the proper diſpoſitions 
70 oppoſe the Pretender at his landing. But the vigilance 
of Sir George Byng rendered all theſe precautions unne- 
ceſſary. He ſailed directly to the frith of Edinburgh, "TN 
where he arrived almoſt as ſoon as the enemy, who im- The Co 
mediately took the advantage of a land breeze, and bore youret 
away with all the fail they could carry. The Engliſh ume wi 
Admiral gave chaſe; and the Saliſbury, one of their ſhips, n 
was boarded and taken. At night Monſieur de Fourbin to her! 


altered his courſe; ſa that next day they were out of — nified t; 
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of the Engliſh ſquadron. The Pretender deſired the 
would proceed to the northward, and land him at Inver- 
= neſs, and Fourbin ſeemed willing to gratify his requeſt ; 
but the wind changing, and blowing in their teeth with 


& proſecute the voyage; and, with the conſent of the Cheva- 
ber de St. George and his general, returned to Dunkirk, 


peſtuous weather. In the mean time, Sir George Byng 
failed up to Leith road, where he received the freedom of 
the city of Edinburgh in a golden box, as a teftimorny of 
= gratitude for his having delivered them from the dreadful 
Y * — under which they laboured. 

III. Certain it is, che Pretender could not have 
choſen a more favourable opportunity for making a defcent 
upon Scotland. The people in general were diſaffeQed to 
the government on account of the union; che regular 


= troops under Leven did not exceed five-and-twenty hun- 
= dred men, and even great part of theſe would in all proba- 


1 bility have joined the invader : the caſtle of Edinburgh 


= was deſtitute of ammunition, and would in all appearance 


WE have ſurrendered at the firſt ſummons; in which caſe the 


= lodged in that fortreſs: a good number of Dutch ſhips 


loaded with cannon, ſmall arms, ammunition, and a-large 


E | Angus, where they would have been ſeiſed by the friends 
ol the Pretender, had the French troops been landed; and all 


In England, ſuch a demand was made upon the Bank, by 
| thoſe who favoured the invaſion, and thoſe who dreaded 


The Commons reſolved, That whoever deſignedly endea- 
voured to leſſen or deſtroy the publick credit, eſpecially at a 
time when the kingdom was threatened with an invaſion, 
was guilty of a high crime and miſdemeanor, and an enemy 


mhed to the directors of the Bank, that her Majefty would 
allow, 


& Jacobites muſt have been maſters of the equivalent money 


ſum of money, had been driven on ſhore in the ſhire of 


a revolution, that the publick credit ſeemed to be in danger. 


to her Majeſty and the kingdom. The Lord-Treaſurer {ig- 
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great violence, he repreſented the danger of attempting to 


4 | after having been toſſed about a whole month in very tem- 


che adherents of that houſe were ready to appear in arms. 
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BO N K allow, for ſix months, an intereſt of ſix per cent. upon their 
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bills, which was double the uſual rate; and conſider- 
able ſums of money were offered to them by this noble. 
man, as well as by the Dukes of Marlborough, Newcaſtle, 
and Somerſet. The French, Dutch, and Jewiſh mer- 
chants, whoſe intereſt was in a peculiar manner connected 
with the ſafety of the Bank, exerted themſelves for its ſup- 
port; and the directors having called in twenty per cent. 
upon their capital ſtock, were enabled to anſwer al 
the demands of the timorous and diſaffected. All the no- 
blemen and perſons of diſtinction in Scotland, ſuſpected of 
an attachment to the court of St. Germain's, were ap- 
prehended, and either impriſoned in the caſtle of Edin- 
burgh, or brought up to London, to be confined in the 


Tower or in Newgate. Among theſe was the Duke of 
Hamilton, who found means to make his peace with the 


Whig miniſters; and in a little time, the other paaloners 


S XXII. 


. 2 Cures, or proteſtants, from the Cevennois, having made their 


were admitted to bail *. 


eſcape, and repaired. to London, acquired about this time the appellation of 
French prophets, from their enthuſiaſtiek geſticulations, eFuſions, and con- 


vulſions; and even formed a ſect of their countrymen, The French refugeei, 


ſcandaliſed at their behaviour, and authoriſed by the Biſhop of London, a+ 


ſuperior of the French congregations, reſolved to enquire into the miſſion of 
theſe pretended prophets, whoſe names were Elias Marion, John Cayallier, 


and Durand Fage. They were declared impoſtors and counterfeits. Notwith- 
ſtanding this deciſion, which was confirmed by the biſhops, they continue! 


their aſſemblies in Soho, under the countenance of Sir Richard Bulkeley and 


John Lacy, They reviled the miniſters of the eſtabliſhed chureh; they de- 


nounced judgments againſt the city of London, and the whole Britiſh nation; 
and publiſhed their predictions, compoſed of unintelligible jargon, Then they 


were proſecuted at the expence of the French churches, as diſturbers of the 


publick peace, and falſe prophets, They were ſentenced to pay a fine of 
twenty marks each, and ſtand twice on a ſcaffold, with papers on their breaſts 


. denoting their offence ; a ſentence which was executed accordingly at Charing: 
_ Croſs, and the Royal. Exchange. 


In the courſe of this year, Mr, Stanhope, who was reſident from tht 
Queen at the court of Charles, concluded a treaty of commerce with this 
monarch, which would have proved extremely advantageous to Great- Britain, 


had he been firmly eſtabliſhed on the throne of Spain. It was ſtipulated that 


the Engliſh merchants ſhould enjoy the privilege of importing all kinds of 
merchandiſe from the coaſt of Barbary into the maritime places of Spain, 
| wirhout 
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$5 XXXIII. On the firſt day of April, the parliament 
was. prorogued, and afterwards diffolved by proclamation. 
Writs were iſſued out for new elections, together with a 


proclamation, commanding all the peers of North-Bri- 


tain to aſſemble at Holyrood-houſe in Edinburgh, on the 
ſeventeenth day of June, to elect ſixteen peers to repreſent 
them in the enſuing Britiſh parliament, purſuant to the 
twenty-ſecond article of the treaty of union. After the 


diſſolution of parliament, the Lords Griffin, Clermont, two 


ſons of the Earl of Middleton, and ſeveral Scottiſh and 
Iriſh officers, who had been taken on board the Saliſbury, 


| were brought to London, and impriſoned in the Tower or 


in Newgate. Lord Griffin being attainted by outlawry, for 
high-treaſon committed in the reign of King William, 
was brought to the bar in the court of King's-Bench, and 
a rule made for his execution; but he was reprieved from 
month to month, until he died of a natural death in pri- 
ſon. The privy-council of Scotland was diſſolved ; the 
Duke of Queenſberry was created a Britiſh peer, by the 
title of Baron of Rippon, Marquis of Beverly, and Duke 


of Dover; and the office of ſecretary at war, vacant by 


C: HAP. 
IX. 
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the reſignation of Henry St. John, was beſtowed upon Ro- 


bert Walpole, a gentleman who had rendered himſelf con- 
ſiderable in the Houſe of Commons, and whoſe conduct 


we ſhall have occaſion to mention more at large in the ſe- 


quel. About the ſame time a proclamation was iſſued for 


diſtributing prizes, in certain proportions, to the different 


officers and ſeamen of the royal navy; a regulation that 


{till prevails. 
$ XXXIV. 


without paying any higher duty than if that merchandiſe haJ been the pro- 
| Quce of Great- Britain; and that even theſe duties ſhould not be paid till fix 


months after the merchandiſe ſhould be landed and ſold, the merchants giving 
ſecurity for the cuſtoms. It was agreed that the whole commerce of the Spa- 


niſh Weſt-Indies ſhould be carried on by a joint company of Spaniſh and Bri. 
| tiſh merchants ; ; and in the interim, as the greater part of that country was 
in the hands of Philip, his competitor conſc nted that the Britiſh ſubjeRs 


ſhould trade freely in all the ports of the Weſt Indies with ten ſhips of five 


hundred. tons each, under ſuch convoy as her Britannick Majeſty ſhould think 
kit o appoint, 
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8 XXIV. The French King; not at all . 
by the miſcarriage of his projected invaſion, reſolved to 
improve the. advantages he had gained on the continent 
during the laſt campaign; and indeed he made efforts that 
were altogether incredible, confidering the conſumptive 
ſtate of his finances*. He afſembled a prodigious army 


in the Netherlands, under the command of the Duke of 


Burgundy, aſſiſted by Vendome, and accompanied by the 
Duke of Berry and the Chevalier de St. George. The 
Elector of Bavaria was deſtined to the command of tht 
troops upon the Rhine, where he was ſeconded by the 


Duke of Berwickz and the Mareſchal de Villeroy waz 


ſent to conduct the forces in Dauphine. About the latter 
end of March, the Duke of Marlborough repaired to the 
Hague, where he was met by Prince Eugene; theſe two 
celebrated generals conferred with the Penſionary Hein- 
ſius, and the deputies of the States-General.' Then they 


made an ig to r where they prevailed upon 


; 33 . the 


* Before the opening of the campaign, a very daring enterpriſe was formed 
by one Colonel Queintern, a partiſan in the Imperial army. This man laid: 


ſcheme for carrying off the Dauphin of France from the court of Verſailles, 


He ſelected thirty men of approved valour for this undertaking, He procured 
paſſes for them, and they rendezvouſed in the neighbou.hood of Paris. On 


the twenty-fourth day of March, in the evening, he and bis accomplices ſtop- 
ped a coach and fix, with the King's liveries, and arreſted the perſon who 


was in it, on the ſuppoſition of his being a prince of the blood. It was, how- 
ever, M. de Berringhen, the King's firſt equerry. This officer they mounted 
on a ſpare horſe, and ſet out for the Low Countries: but, being little ac- 
quainted with the roads, they did not reach Chantilly till next morniap, 
when they heard the Toxen, or alarm bell, and thence concluded that de- 
tachments were ſent out in purſuit of them, Nevertheleſs, they proceedet 
boldly, and would certainly have carried the point, had not Queintern halted 
three hours for the refreſhment of his.priſoner, who complained of being in- 
diſpoſed, He likewiſe procured a chaiſe, and ordered the back of it to be low- 
ered for his convenience. Theſe acts of humanity retarded him ſo much, that 


he was overtaken by a detachment of horſe at Ham, within three hours ride 


of a place of ſafety. Finding himſelf ſurrounded, he thought proper to ſur- 
render, and M. de Berringhen treated him with great generoſity, for the civI- 
lities he had received at his hands. He carried him back to Verſailles, ard 
lodged him in his own apartments. Madame de Berringhen made him a con- 
ſiderable preſent : and the King ordered him and his companions to be di. 
charged, on account of the courage and humanity they had diſplayed. 
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forces, that the confederates might be enabled to make 


ceeded to Vienna, and the Duke immediately returned 
to Flanders, where he aſſembled the army towards the 
latter end of May. On the twenty-fifth day of that 
month, the Duke de Vendome marched to Soignies, and 
poſted himſelf within three leagues of the confederates, 
who were encamped at Billinghen and Halle. The Duke 
of Marlborough having received intelligence that the ene- 
my were on their march by Bois-Seigneur-Ifaac to Braine- 
. la-Leuwe, concluded their intention was to take poſt on 
the banks of the Deule, to hinder the allies from paſſing 
= that river, and to occupy Louvaine. He, therefore, com- 


day of June encamped at Terbank, General D*Auver- 
querque fixing his quarters in the ſuburbs of Louvaine, 
= while the French advanced no farther than Genap and 


& Braine-la-Leuwe. As they were more numerous than the 
BZ confederates, and headed by a prince of the blood, the 


generals of the allies at firſt expected that they would hazard 


3 had rendered himſelf extremely popular in the great towns : 


among them, was devoted to the Houſe of Bour- 


troops, under the Brigadeers la Faille and Paſteur,, ſur- 
| priſed the city of Ghent, in which there was no garriſon : 
at the ſame time, the Count de la Motte, with a ſtrong 
body of forces, appeared before Bruges, which was for- 


. leſs attempt upon Damme, and marched to the little fort 
BH of Plaſſendhal, which he took by aſlault. The Duke of 
Vor. 13 K Marlborough 


vigorous efforts in the Netherlands. The Prince pro- 


manded the army to march all night, and on the third 


3 a battle: but their ſcheme was to retrieve by ſtratagem the 
places they had loſt in Flanders. The Elector of Bavaria 


] 5 the Count de Bergeyck, who had conſiderable intereſt 
bon: the inhabitants of the great cities were naturally 
inconſtant and mutinous, and particularly diſſatisfied with 


the Dutch government. The French generals reſolved to 
profit by theſe circumſtances. A detachment of their 


rendered to him without oppoſition : then he made a fruit- 
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Merlborourh was no ſooner appriſed of the enemy's having 
ſent a ſtrong detachment towards Tubize, than he march- 
ed from Terbank, paſſed the canal, and encamped at An- 
derlech. The French croſſed the Senne at Halle and 
Tubize, and the allies reſolved to attack them next morn- 
ing: but the enemy paſſed the Dender in the night with 


5 great expedition; and the Duke of Marlborough next day 


encamped at Aſche, where he was joined by Prince Eu- 
gene, who had marched with a conſiderable re- enforcement 


of Germans from the Moſelle. The enemy underſtanding 
that this general was on his march, determined to reduce 


Oudenarde, the only paſs on the Schelde poſſeſſed by the 


confederates; and inveſted it on the ninth day of July, 


hoping to ſubdue it before the allies could be re-enforced, 
The Duke of Marlborough was immediately in motion, 
and made a ſurpriſing march from Aſche, as far as Herſe- 
lingen, where he was joined by the re-enforcement. Then 
he took poſſeſſion of the ſtrong camp at Leſſines, which 


the French had intended to occupy, in order to cover the 


fiege of Oudenarde. 
$ XXXV. Thus diſappointed, the French general 


altered their reſolution, abandoned Oudenarde, and began 


to paſs the Schelde at Gavre. The two generals of the 


confederates were bent upon bringing them to an engage- 
ment. Cadogan was ſent with fixteen battalions and eight 


ſquadrons to repair the roads, and throw bridges over the 
Schelde below Oudenarde. The army was in motion at 


eight o'clock, and marched with' ſuch expedition, that 


by two in the afternoon the horſe had reached the bridges 

over which Cadogan and his detachment were paſſing. 
The enemy had poſted ſeven battalions in the village of 
Heynem, ſituated on the banks of the Schelde, and the 


French houſehold- troops were drawn up in order of battle 


on the adjacent plain, oppoſite to a body of troops under 
Major-General Rantzaw, who were poſted behind a 
rivulet that ran into the river. The Duke de Vendome 
intended to attack the confederates when one half of their 


army ſhould have paſſed the Schelde : but he was a=} 
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halt in their march to Gavre, as if he had not yet formed 
any reſolution; and now he recalled the ſquadrons from 
the plain, determined to avoid a battle. Vendome re- 


” os a 


T monſtrated againſt this conduct, and the diſpute continued 
+ 


till three in the afternoon, when the greater part of the 
allied army had paſſed the Schelde without oppoſition. 
Then the Duke of Burgundy declared for an engagement, 
and Vendome fubmitted to his opinion with great re- 
luctance, as the opportunity was now loſt, and the army 
unformed. Major-General Grimaldi was ordered to at- 
tack Rantzaw with the horſe of the King 8 houſehold, 
who, finding the rivulet marſhy, refuſed to charge, fad 
retired to the right. Mean while Cadogan attacked the 
village of Heynem, which he took, with three of the 


before him ſeveral ſquadrons of the enemy. In this attack 
che electoral Prince of Hanover, his late Majeſty, Geo. II. 
charged at the head of Bulau's dragoons with great intre- 
pidity. His horfe was ſhot under him, and Colonel 


A Laſchky killed by his fide. Divers French regiments 


W were entirely broken, and a good number of officers and 
L ſtandards fell into the hands of the Hanoverians. The 


none of the infantry were come up till five in the after- 
noon, when the Duke of Argyle arrived with twenty 
battalions, which immediately ſuſtained a vigorous aſſault 
from the enemy. By this time the French were drawn 
up in order of battle; and the allies being formed as they 


paſſed the river, both armies were engaged through the 


H whole extent of their lines about ſeven in the evening. 


3 armies: above one hundred general officers appeared in 
be field, and two hundred and fifty colonels fought at 


4 the French exceeded that of the allies by twelve thoutand : 
iP K 2 but 


ſeven battalions by which it was guarded. Rantzaw 
paſling the rivulet, advanced into the plain, and drove 


confederates continued till paſſing the river: but few or 


K Europe had not for many years produced two ſuch noble 


E the bad of their reſpective regiments. The number of 
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BOOK but their generals were divided; their forces ill-diſpoſed; 


— . ; iſpiri | ted ſucceſs of 
„ang the men difpirited by the uninterrupted 1 
005 adverſaries. They ſeemed from the beginning averſe 
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to an engagement, and acted in hurry and trepidation. 


Nevertheleſs, the action was maintained until Genera! 


D'Auverquerque and Count Tilly, who commanded on 


the leſt of the allies, obliged the right of the enemy to 


give ground; and the Prince of Orange, with Count 
Oxienſtern, attacked them in flank with the Dutch in- 
fantry. Then they began to give way, and retired in 
great confuſion. The Duke de Vendome alighting from 
his horſe, rallied the broken battalions, called the officers 


me, conjured them to maintain the honour of their 
by name, conjured | G6 


allies 
i > from 
; z made 
the lin 


country, and animated the men with his voice and exam- 


ple. But, notwithſtanding all his endeavours, they were 


forced back among the encloſures in great confuſion. 
Some regiments were cut in pieces: others deſired to capi- 


tulate; and, if the darkneſs had not interpoſed, their 


whole army would have been ruined. The night coming 
on, ſo that it became impoſſible to diſtinguiſh friend: 
from enemies, the two generals ordered the troops to 
ceaſe firing, and the enemy took this opportunity of eſcap- 
ing, by the road which leads from Oudenarde to Ghent. 
The Duke de Vendome ſeeing the French forces flying in 
the utmoſt terror and precipitation, formed a rear-guard 


of about five-and-twenty ſquadrons, and as many batta- 


lions, with which he ſecured the retreat. To this pre 
caution the ſafety of their army was entirely owing ; for 
at day-break the Duke of Marlborough ſent a large de- 
tachment of horſe and foot, under the Lieutenant-Generals 
Bulau and Lumley, to purfue the fugitives : but the 


| hedges and ditches that ſkirted the road were lined wit! 


the French grenadiers in fuch a manner, that the cavalry 


could not form, and they were obliged to deſiſt. The 
French reached Ghent about eight in the morning, and 
marching through the city, encamped at Lovendegen oi 
the canal. There they thought proper to caſt up el 


trenchments, upon which they planted their 1 
| Mich 
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: which they had left at Gavre with their heavy baggage. 


About three thouſand were lain on the field of battle: two 


thouſand deſerted ; and about ſeven thouſand were taken, 


including a great number of officers, together with ten pieces 
of cannon, above an hundred ſtandards and colours, and four 
thouſand horſes. The loſs of the allies did not amount to 
two thouſand men; nor was one officer of diſtinction killed 


on their ſide during the whole engagement *. After the 


EZ confederates had reſted two days on the field of battle, a 


detachment was ordered to level the French lines between 


Ypres and the Lys : another was ſent to raiſe contribu- 
tions as far as Arras: they ravaged the country, and 


EZ ſtruck terrour even into the city of Paris. While the 
EZ allies plundered the province of Picardy, a detachment 
[ from the French army, under the Chevalier de Rozen, 
made an irruption into Dutch-Flanders ; broke through 


| 8 the lines of Bervliet, which had been left unguarded, and 
made a deſcent upon the iſland of Cadfandt, which they 
had under contribution. 


(XXXVI. The generals of the allies now undertook 


2 an enterpriſe, which, in the opinion of the French generals, 
= favoured of raſhneſs and inconſiderate ſelf-ſufficiency. 


; | This was the Gege of Liſle, the ſtrongeſt town in Flanders, 


provided with all neceſſaries, ſtore of ammunition, and a 
= garriſon re-enforced with one-and-twenty battalions of 


ET the beſt troops in France, commanded by Mareſchal de 


Boufflers in perſon. But theſe were not the principal 


| 2 difficulties which the allies encountered. The enemy had 
W cut off the communication between them and their maga- 


ines at Antwerp and Sas-Van-Ghent ; ſo that they were 


EZ obliged to bring their convoys from Oſtend along a narrow 
= cauſeway, expoſed to the attack of an army more nume- 
ET rous than that with which they ſat down before Liſle. On 
che thirteenth of Auguſt it was inveſted on one fide by 


Prince 


3 * Among the officers who were engaged in this battle, old Gent ral 
D' Auverquerque and the Duke of Argyle diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the 
1 = moſt extraordinary valoyr and activity. 


* 
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B O OK Prince Eugene, and on the other by the Prince of Orange- 


Naſſau, Stadtholder of Frieſland; while the Duke of 
Marlborough encamped at Helchin, to cover the ſiege. 
The trenches were opened on the twenty- -ſecond day of 
Auguſt, and carried on with that vigour and alacrity 
which is always inſpired by victory and ſucceſs. The 
Dukes of Burgundy and Vendome being now joined by 
the Duke of Berwick reſolved, if poſſible, to relieve the 


place; ; and made ſeveral marches and counter-marches 


for this purpoſe. Marlborough, being appriſed of their 
intention, marched out of his lines to give them battle, 
being re-enforced by a conſiderable body of troops from 


the ſiege, including Auguſtus King of Poland, and the 


Landgrave of Heſſe, as volunteers; but the enemy declined 
an engagement, and the allies returned to their camp, 
which they fortified with an entrenchment. On the 
ſeventh day of September, the beſiegers took by afſault 
the counterſcarp of Liſle, after an obſtinate action, in 
which they loſt a thouſand men. The French generals 


continued to hover about the camp of the confederates, 
which they actually cannonaded ; and the Duke of Marl. 
borough again formed his army in order of battle; but 
their deſign was only to harraſs the allies with continual 
alarms, and interrupt the operations of the fiege. They 
endeavoured to ſurpriſe the town of Aeth, by means of 1 


ſecret correſpondence with the Habitats : but the con- 
ſpiracy was diſcovered before it took effect. Then they 
cut off all communication between the beſiegers and the 


Schelde, the banks of which they fortified with ſtrong 


entrenchments, and a prodigious number of cannon; ſo 


that now all the ſtores and neceſſaries were ſent to the 


camp of the confederates from Oſtend. On the twenty- 
firſt day of September, Prince Eugene, who was in the 
trenches, ſeeing the troops driven by the enemy from a 
lodgement they had made on the counterſcarp of the Te- 
naille, rallied and led them back to the charge; but being 


. wounded over the left eye with a muſket-ſhot, he was 
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T | oblig ed to retire, and for ſome days the Duke of Marlbo- C H a Þ. 
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: _ ſuſtained. the whole command, both in the ſiege, Cs 


and of the covering army. On the twenty-third the 
EZ Tenaille was ſtormed, and a lodgement made along the 
[7 Nth Mareſchal Boufflers having found means 


Luxemburg, with a body of horſe and dragoons, to ſupply 
| 5 the place with gunpowder, every man carrying a bag of 
forty pounds upon the crupper. They were diſcovered in 
122 through the camp of the allies, and purſued to the 
barrier of the town, into which about three hundred were 
admitted; but a great number were killed by the confede- 
l 1 © rates, or ry deſtroyed by the exploſion of the powder 
# which they carried. 
. XXVII. The next attempt of the French generals 
© was to intercept a convoy from Oſtend. The Count de 


In Motte marched from Ghent, with about two-and- 


Y twenty thouſand men, to attack this convoy, which was 
guarded: by fix thouſand of the allies, commanded by Ma- 
© jor-General Webb. This officer made ſuch an admirable 
© diſpoſition by the wood of Wynendale, and received the 
enemy with ſuch a cloſe fire, that, after a very warm 
3 action, that laſted two hours, they retired in the utmoſt 


© confuſion, notwithſtanding their great ſuperiority in 


number, leaving fix thouſand men killed upon the field of 
battle; the loſs of the allies not exceeding nine hundred 
and twelve officers and ſoldiers. This was the moſt ho- 


Jof ſuch conſequence to the confederates, that if the convoy 
had been taken, the fiege muſt have been raiſed. The 
Duke de Vendome ordered the dykes between Bruges and 
Neen to be cut, ſo as to lay the whole country under 


WOftend and the camp of the confederates; and, after a 


With troops poſted in the village of Leffinghen, by 


P* hoſe means the convoys had been forwarded to the Duke 
of 


[ to inform the Duke de Vendome that his ammunition was 
. almoſt expended, this general detached the Chevalier de 


I nourable exploit performed during the whole war, and 


Water, in hopes of deſtroying the communication between 


egular ſiege, he took Colonel Caulfield and a body of 
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On the twenty-ſecond of October, 
mareſchal Boufflers defired to capitulate for the town of 
Lifle ; next day the articles were ſigned ; on the twenty. 
fifth the allies took poſſeſſion of the place, and the Ma. 
reſchal retired into the citadel with the remains of his 


garriſon, which, from twelve thouſand, was reduced to T 
negociation was 
would ff 
: 3 ould h 
his garri 
void the 
Thanged 
ſgned or 
died at Rouſſelaer, in the fixty-ſeventh year of his age, 
AHucted t 
merable proofs of uncommon courage, ability, and mode- Þ 
ration. The Duke de Vendome did not yet deſpair of | 


leſs than the half of that number. A 
begun for the ſurrender of the citadel; but Boufflers made 
ſuch extravagant demands as were rejected with diſdain, 
Hoſtilities were renewed on the twenty-ninth day of the 
month ; and the Earl of Stair was detached to provide 
in the diſtricts of Furnes and Dixmuyde. 
During theſe tranſactions, Velt-Mareſchal d' Auverquerque 


after having, in above thirty campaigns, exhibited innu- 


obliging the confederates to abandon their enterpriſe ; the 


French miniſters at Rome and Venice publickly declared 
the allied army was cooped up in ſuch a manner, that it 


mult either raiſe the ſiege or be famiſhed. The EleQor 


of Bavaria, with a detachment of ten thouſand men, 


marched to Bruſſels, and attacked the counterſcarp with 
incredible fury; but was repulſed by the garriſon, under 


the command of General Paſchal, and retired with preci- 
pitation, when he underſtood that the Duke of Marlbo-Þþ 
rough was in motion to relieve the place. This biel 
and Prince Eugene no ſooner underſtood the danger to 


which Bruſſels was expoſed, than they marched with the 
n, defi; 


covering- army to the Schelde, which they paſſed on pon. 


toons without oppoſition, notwithſtanding the formidabe 
works which the French had raifed. They now aban- 
Puke of 
. 7 Yon of th 
thouſand men in the attack. Having paſſed the river be- 
tween Eſkenaffe and Hauterive, as well as at other olaces E 
' Waired to 
gence that the Elector had retreated. Then Prince Eugene 4 

return 


doned them with precipitation, to the ſurpriſe of the con- 
federates, who had laid their account with the loſs of 1 


they marched to Oudenarde, where they received intell 
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Ito Bruſſels, where he was received with joy and acclama- 
tion. He afterwards took poſt at Oudenarde, ſo as to 
maintain a communication with Prince Eugene. 

B { XXXVIII. The beſiegers having made lodgements, 
and raiſed batteries on the ſecond counterſcarp of the ci- 
tadel, ſent a meſſage to Boufflers, intimating, that if he 
ESwould ſurrender before the opening of the batteries, he 
ſhould have an honourable capitulation; otherwiſe he and 


| void the laſt part of the alternative: hoſtages were ex- 
Echanged on the eighth day of December, and the articles 
Egned on the tenth z when the Mareſchal and his garriſon 


pnarched out with the honours of war, and were con- 
ucted to Douay. In this great enterpriſe, ſpirit and 


perſeverance made amends for want of foreſight and ſkill, 


rhich was flagrant on the fide of the confederates ; yet 
heir ſucceſs was owing in a great meaſure to the improvi- 


his garriſon muſt be made priſoners of war. He choſe to 
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; returned to Liſle, and the Duke of Marlborough proceeded C ** 
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ence and miſconduct of the beſieged. The French 


generals never dreamed that the allies would attempt any 


hing of conſequence after the reduction of Liſle, conſi- 
ering the advanced ſeaſon of the year, and therefore they 
Egcturned to Paris, after having diſtributed their army into 


determined to ſtrike another ſtroke of importance before 
{heir forces ſhould ſeparate. On the twentieth day of 
Pecember they inveſted the city of Ghent on all ſides; 
nd on the thirtieth, when the batteries were ready to 
pen, the Count de la Motte, who commanded the garri- 
s, deſired to capitulate. On the third day of the next 
onth he marched out with thirty battalions and fixteen 
uacdrons, which were conducted to T ournay; while the 
Pike of Argyle, with fix Britiſh battalions, took poſſeſ- 
I gon of the town and citadel. Then the enemy abandoned 


: e allies, having ſettled the plan of winter quarters, re- 
J aired to Holland, leaving the forces under the command 
| Count Tilly. The French King was confounded and 


diſmayed 


Peinter quarters. But their indefatigable antagoniſts were 


Pruges, Plaſſendahl, and Leffengen; and the generals of 


HISTORY OT ENGLAND. 


BOOK diſmayed at theſe conqueſts in the Netherlands. Nor wiz 
he eaſy on the fide of Dauphine : in ſpight of all the vigi. 
"1708. lance and activity of Villars, the Duke of Savoy made 
| himſelf maſter of the important fortreſſes of Exilles, Ia 
Perouſe, the valley of St. Martin, and Feneſtrelles; ſo 
that by the end of the campaign he had ſecured a barrier 
to his own frontiers, and opened a way into the French 
provinces, after having made a diverſion in favour of King 
Charles, by obliging the enemy to ſend a ſtrong detach- 
ment from Rouſillen to the affiſtance. of Villars. 
XXXIX. The campaign in Catalonia was productive 
of a great event. Count Guido de Staremberg arrived at 
Barcelona on the haſt day of April; but the Imperial troops 
brought from Italy by Admiral Leake did not land in 
time to relieve Tortola, which the Duke of Orleans be. 
ſieged and; took, together with Denia, the garriſon of 
which were made priſoners of war, contrary to the arti. 
cles of capitulation. Theſe loſſes, however, were abun- 
dantly made up to the allies, by the conqueſt of Sardinia 
and Minorca. Sir John Leake, having taken on board 2 
handful of troops, under the conduct of the Marquis 
D' Alconzel, ſet fail for Cagliari, and ſummoned the 
Viceroy to ſubmit to King Charles. As he did not ſend 
an immediate anſwer, the Admiral began to bombard the 
city, and the inhabitants compelled him to ſurrender at 
diſcretion. The greater part of the garriſon inliſted them- 
ſelves in the ſervice of Charles. The deputies of the ſtates 
being aſſembled by the Marquis D' Alconzel, acknow- 
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bis army with thirty thouſand ſacks of corn, which were 


great ſcarcity of proviſion. Major-General Stanhope 
having planned the conqueſt of Minorca, and concerted 


theſe he embarked at Barcelona with a fine train of Britiſl 
artillery, accompanied by Brigadier Wade and Colonel 


— 


with the Admiral the meaſures neceſſary to put it in exe: 
cution, obtained from Count Staremberg a few battalions 
of Spaniards, Italians, and Portugueſe : at the head af 
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petit, an engineer of great reputation. They landed on 
he iſland, about two miles from St. Philip's fort, on the 
Swenty-ſixth of Auguſt, with about eight hundred ma- 
ines, which augmented their number to about three 
Ethouſand. Next day they erected batteries; and General 
Stanhope ordered a number of arrows to be ſhot into the 
lace, to which papers were affixed, written in the Spaniſh 
Ind French languages, containing threats, that all the 
EFarriſon ſhould be ſent to the mines, if they would not 
EFurrender before the batteries were finiſhed. The garri- 
| 1 on conſiſted 'of a thouſand Spaniards and fix hundred 
French marines, commanded by Colonel la Jonquiere, 
ho imagined that the number of the beſiegers amounted 
Pat leaſt ten thouſand ; ſo artfully had they been drawn 
o in fight of the enemy. The batteries began to play, 
nd in a little time demoliſhed four towers that ſerved as 
Eutworks to the fort: then they made a breach in the 
EQutward wall, through which Brigadier Wade, at the head 


the grenadiers, ſtormed a redoubt, with ſuch extraor- 


1 f inary valour as ſtruck the beſieged with conſternation. 


ED: the ſecond or third day they thought proper to beat a 


q 5 arley, and capitulate, on condition, That they ſhould 


Hbarch out with the honours of war: That the Spaniards. 


ü ä 1 ould be tranſported to Murcia, and the French to 'Toulon. 
beſe laſt, however, were detained, by way of repriſal 


yr the garriſon of Denia. The Spaniſh governor was 


$ mortified when he learned the real number of the be- 
gers, that on his arrival at Murcia he threw himſelf 
t of a window in deſpair, and was killed upon the ſpot. 

a Jonquiere was confined for life, and all the French 


J c licers incurred their maſter's diſpleaſure. Fort St. Philip 


ing thus reduced, to the amazement of all Europe, and 
e garriſon of Port Fornelles having ſurrendered them- 
Poes priſoners to the Admirals Leake and Whitaker, the 
Ebabitants gladly ſubmitted to the Engliſh government, 


f r King Philip had oppreſſed and deprived them of their 
; Wivileges : General Stanhope appointed Colonel Petit 


| 80 ernour of Fort St. Philip, and OUT of 
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the whole iſland. After this important conqueſt he re- 


turned to the army in Spain, where an unſucceſsful attempt 


to ſurpriſe Tortoſa finiſhed the operations of the cam- 
—_— . | 

$ XL. The Britiſh fleet not only contributed to the 
reduction of Minorca, but likewiſe over-awed the Pope, 
who had endeavoured to form a league of the Princes in 


Italy againſt the Emperor. This pontiff had manteſted 


his partiality to the houſe of Bourbon in ſuch a palpable 
manner, that his Imperial Majeſty ordered Monſieur de 
Bonneval to march with the troops that were in Italy, 


re- enforced by thoſe belonging to the Duke of Modena, 


and invade the duchy of Ferrara. He accordingly took 


poſſeſhon of Comachio and ſome other places, pretend- 
ing they were allodial eſtates belonging to the Duke of 


Modena, and fiefs of the Emperor, to which the Holy 


ſee had no lawful claim. The Viceroy of Naples was 
forbid to remit any money to Rome ; and the council of 
the kingdom drew up a long memorial, containing the 


pretenſions of his Catholick Majeſty, which ſtruck at 
the very foundation of the Pope's temporal power. His 


Holineſs wrote a long remonſtrance to the Emperor, on 


the injuſtice of thoſe proceedings, and declared that he 
would aſſert this cauſe though he ſhould loſe his life in the 
conteſt. He forthwith began to raiſe an army, and re- 
rived a plan of forming a league among the princes and 
ſtates of Italy, for their mutual defence. Sir John Leake 
had received orders to bombard Civita-Vecchia, in re- 
ſentment for the Pope's having countenanced the Pre- 
tender's expedition to Great-Britain; but as the Emperor 
and Duke of Savoy hoped to effect an accommodation with 
the court of Rome, they prevailed upon the Engliſh ad- 
miral to ſuſpend hoſtilities until they ſhould have tried the 
method of negociation. The Marquis de Prie, a Piedmonteſe 
nobleman, was ſent as ambaſſador to Rome; but the Pope 
would not receive him in that quality. Elated with thc 
promiſes of France, he ſet the Emperor at defiance ; and 


his troops baving ſurpriſed a body of Imperialiſts, were ſo 


barbarous 
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barbarous as to cut them all in pieces. The Duke of Savoy C HA p. 


having ended the campaign, the troops of the Emperor, 
which had ſerved under that prince, were ordered to march 
into the papal territories, and drove the forces of his Ho- 


lineſs before them, without any regard to number. Bo- 


logna capitulated; and Rome began to tremble with the 
apprehenſion of being once more ſacked by a German 
army. Then the Pope's courage failed; he was glad to 
admit the Marquis de Prie as envoy from the Emperor. 
He conſented to diſband his new levies; to accommodate 
the Imperial troops with winter-quarters in the papal ter- 
ritories; to grant the inveſtiture of Naples to King Charles ; 
and to allow at all times a paſſage to the Imperial troops 
through his dominions. On the Upper Rhine the electors 
of Bavaria and Hanover were ſo weak, that they could not 
undertake any thing of conſequence againſt each other. 
In Hungary the diſputes ſtill continued between the Em- 
peror and the malcontents. Poland was at length deli- 
vered from the oppreſſion exerciſed by the King of Sweden, 
who marched into the Ukraine againſt the Czar of Muſ- 
covy, notwithſtanding the ſubmiſſions with which that 
monarch endeavoured to appeaſe his indignation. During 
the courſe of this year the Engliſh merchants ſuſtained no 
conſiderable loſſes by ſea : the cruizers were judiciouſly 
ſtationed, and the trade was regularly ſupplied with con- 
voys. In the Weſt-Indies Commodore Wager deſtroyed 
the admiral of the galleons, and took the rear-admiral on 
the coaſt of Carthagena. Had the officers of his ſquadron 
done their duty, the greateſt part of the fleet would have 
fallen into his hands. At his return to Jamaica two of 
his captains were tried by a court-martial, and diſmiſſed 
from the ſervice. 
$ XLI. The court of England was about this time not 
a little diſquieted, by the conſequences of an outrage 
committed on the perſon of the Count de Matueof the 
Muſcovite ambaſſador. He was publickly arreſted at the 
ſuit of a laceman, and maltreated by the bailiffs, who 
dragged him to priſon, where he continued until he was 
hailed 
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bailed by the Earl of Feverſham. Incenſed at this inſult, 
he Jemand redreſs of the government, and was ſeconded 
in his remonſtrances by the miniſters of the Emperor, 


the King of Pruſſia, and ſeveral other foreign potentates, 
The 


Queen expreſſed uncommon indignation againſt the 
authors of this violence, who were immediately appre- 
hended, and orders were given to proſecute them with the 


utmoſt ſeverity of the law. Matueof repeated his com- 


plaints with great acrimony; and Mr. Secretary Bo yle 
aſſured him, in the 
ample ſatisfaction. Notwithſtanding this aſſurance, he 
demanded a paſs for himſelf and family; refuſed the or. 


dinary preſents at his departure; and retired to Holland. 


From thence he tranſmitted a memorial, with a letter from 
the Czar to the Queen, inſiſting upon her puniſhing 
with death all the perſons concerned in violating the law 
of nations upon the perſon of his ambaſſador. Such 
puniſhment being altogether inconſiſtent with the laws of 


England, the Queen and her miniſtry were extremely 
| perplexed, and held ſeveral councils, to deliberate upon 
the meaſures proper to be taken on ſuch an occaſion. 
On the twenty-eighth day of October, Prince George of 
Denmark died of an aſthma and dropſy, with which he had 
been long afflicted. He was a prince of an amiable rather 
than a ſhining character, brave, good-natured, modeſt, 


and humane, but devoid of great talents and ambition. 
He had always lived in harmony with the Queen, who, 


during the whole term of their union, and eſpecially in 


his laſt illneſs, approved herſelf a pattern of conjugal 
truth and tenderneſs. At his death the Earl of Pembroke 
was created lord high-admiral, the Earl of Wharton pro- 


moted to the government of Ireland, and Lord Somers 
appointed preſident | of the council. 


theſe promotions of the Whig noblemen, the Duke of 


Marlborough declined apace in his credit with the Queen, 
who privately conſulted and repoſed her chief confidence 


in Mr. Harley, though he had no viſible « concern in the ad- 
miniſtration. 
XIII. 


Queen's name, that he ſhould "Kim 


Notwithſtanding 


4 | manu; 
| 1 
condo 
| Georg 
@ laſt ca 
f rerted 
tiality 

cConſide 
of an 

3 * ge d 
war; 2 
G the ond 
| lions fi 
I the go. 
nuance 
that thi 
ſand or 
| bled by 
| approp! 
| Cxpedie 


NN X. 


tereſt ſtill preponderated, was aſſembled on the ſixteenth day 
of November, when they were given to underſtand, by a 
commiſſion under the great ſeal, that the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, the Chancellor, the Lord-Treaſurer, the 
E Lord-Steward, and the Maſter of the Horſe, were appoint- 
ed to repreſent the perſon of her Majeſty, whom decency 
1 would not permit to appear in the Houſe ſo ſoon after the 
death of her conſort. Sir Richard Onſlow being choſen 
ſpeaker of the Lower-Houſe with the Queen's approbation, 
the Chancellor, in a ſpeech to both Houſes, recommended 
the vigorous proſecution of the war, telling them her 
Majeſty hoped they would enable her to make a conſi- 
derable augmentation for preſerving and improving the 
advantages which the allies had gained in the Netherlands: 
E that ſhe defired they would prepare ſuch bills as might 
confirm and render the union effectual; and that if they 
would propoſe means for the advancement of trade and 


? proviſions. Both Houſes having preſented addreſſes of 


| George, and the ſucceſs of her Majeſty's arms during the 
laſt campaign, the Commons took cognizance of contro- 
E verted elections, which were decided with ſhameful par- 
E tiality for the Whig faction. Then they proceeded to 

conſider the different branches of the ſupply : they approved 
of an augmentation of ten thouſand men, which was 
E judged neceffary for the more vigorous proſecution of the 
war; and they voted above ſeven millions for the ſervice of 
the enſuing year. The Bank agreed to circulate two mil- 
bons five hundred thouſand pounds in Exchequer bills for 
the government, on condition that the term of their conti- 
| nuance ſhould be prolonged for one- and- twenty years; and 


| land one hundred and ſeventy-one pounds ſhould be dou- 
| bled by a new ſubſcription. The two-thirds ſubſidy was 
| appropriated for the intereſt of the money raiſed by this 
| expedient. 


XIII. 


manufacture, ſhe would take pleaſure in enacting ſuch | 


condolance and congratulation, on the death of Prince 


that their ſtock of two millions two hundred and one thou- 
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XIII. Great debates having ariſen about Scottiſh 
elections, the Houſe conſidered the petitions and repre. 


— ſentations that were delivered, touching the incapacity of 


the eldeſt ſons of Scottiſh peers, excluded from fitting in 
the parliament of Great-Britain. Counſel being heard 
upon the ſubject, that incapacity was confirmed; and 
new writs were iſſued, that new members might be eleCted 
for the ſhires of Aberdeen and Linlithgow, i in the room of 


William Lord Haddo, and James Lord Johnſtown. Peti- 


tions were likewiſe preſented to the Houſe of Lords by 
ſome Scottiſh peers, concerning their right of voting, and 
ſigning proxies. After warm debates, the Houſe, upon: 


diviſion, determined that a Scottiſh lord created a peer 


of Great-Britain ſhould no longer retain his vote in 
Scotland; and that the noblemen who were in the caſtl 
of Edinburgh had a right to ſign proxies, after having 
taken the oaths to the government. The Scottiſh peers and 
commoners that fat in the Britiſh parliament were divided 


into two factions. The Duke of Queenſberry was in great 


credit with the Queen and the Lord-Treaſurer, by who: 
intereſt he was appointed ſecretary of ſtate for Scotland, 
His influence in elections was ſo great, that all offices in 
that kingdom were beſtowed according to his recommen- 
dation. He was oppoſed by the Dukes of Hamilton, 
Montroſe, and Roxburgh, who were ſupported by the 
Earl of Sunderland and Lord Somers; ſo that the whole 
intereſt of that country was engroſſed by one or other men: 
ber of the miniſtry. A bill for a general naturalization 0 
all proteſtants was brought into the Houſe, and notwitl- 
ſtanding violent oppoſition from the Tories, both among thc 
Lords and Commons, was enacted into a law. The Why 
argued for this bill, as a meaſure that would encourage 
induſtry, improve trade and manufacture, and repair the 
waſte of men which the war had occaſioned : but one 0 
their chief motives was to throw an addition of foreigne!: 
into the balance againſt the landed intereſt. The Tories 
pleaded, that a conflux of aliens might prove dangerous t0 


the conſtitution : : that they would retain a fondneſs 1 
i el 
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and by frequent intermarriages contribute to the extinction 

ol the Engliſh race: that they would add to the number of 

. the poor, already fo expenſive; and ſhare the bread of the 

E 1abourers and tradeſmen of England. 5 

= { XLIV. An enquiry being ſet on foot in both Houſes, 

concerning the late intended invaſion of Scotland, Lord 

= Haverfham and the other Tory members endeavoured to 

© demonſtrate, that proper precautions had not been taken 

for the ſecurity of that kingdom, even after the miniſtry 

had received undoubted intelligence of the Pretender's 
deſign : that ſince the attempt had miſcarried, many per- 

| ſons of quality had been apprehended, and ſeverely uſed 

by the government, on pretended ſuſpicion of high trea- 

| fon 3 though, in all probability, the aim of the miniſtry, 

in confining thoſe perſons, was to remove all poſſi- 

# bility of their oppoſing the court at the enſuing elections 
for members of partament. Theſe aſſertions were ſup- 
ported by many inconteſted facts and ſhrewd arguments, 
E notwithſtanding which, the majority were ſo little diſpoſed 
to find fault, that the enquiry iſſued in a joint addreſs to 
the Queen, containing reſolutions. That timely and 
effectual care had been taken to diſappoint the deſigns of 
her Majeſty's enemies, both at home and abroad. A bill, 
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title of © An act for improving the union of the two 


vhich by this law were regulated according to the manner 
Jof proceeding in England, with ſome ſmall variation. 
The Scottiſh members oppoſed it as an encroachment upon 


1 had laid it down as a maxim to oppoſe all the court-mea- 
ſures: nevertheleſs, the bill paſſed through both Houſes, 
and received the royal aſſent. Yet, in order to ſweeten 
1 this unpalatable medicine, the Queen conſented to an act 
of grace, by which all treaſons were pardoned, except 


ol 


Vo. II. E thoie 


however, was brought into the Houſe of Lords, under the 


4 * kingdoms.” It related to trials for treaſon in Scotland, 


he form of their laws; and they were joined by thoſe who 
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heir native countries, and, in times of war, act as fpies C H A p. 
IX 0 py ; . 1 1 2 ü IX. 

and enemies: that they would inſinuate themſelves int.. 
places of truſt and profit; become members of parliament; 
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borough, 
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Hare. 
Voltaire. 
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thoſe committed on the high-ſeas : an exception levelled at 


; thoſe who had embarked with the Pretender. Major-Gene- 


ral Webb, who had been defrauded of his due honour, in 
a partial repreſentation of the battle of Wynendale, tran. 
mitted by Cardonnel, ſecretary to the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, was now thanked by the Houſe of Commons for 
the great and eminent ſervices which he had performed in 


that engagement. This motion was made by the Tories; 


and the Whigs did not fail to procure a compliment of 
the ſame nature to the Duke of Marlborough, even before 
he returned to England. When the news of Ghent's 


being taken arrived, the Lords and Commons congratu- 


lated the Queen on this laſt effort of a glorious campaign; 
and the Duke, at his arrival, was thanked, in the name of 
the Peers, by the Lord Chancellor. As he was ſuppoſed 
to have brought over propoſals of peace, the two Houſes, 
in an addreſs, deſired the Queen would inſiſt on the demo- 
lition of Dunkirk, which was a neſt of pirates that in- 
feſted the ocean, and did infinite prejudice to the com- 
merce of England. The Queen promiſed to comply with 
their requeſt. But ſhe was not a little ſurpriſed at the 


next addreſs they preſented, humbly entreating, that ſhe 


would have ſuch indulgence to the hearty defires of her 


| ſubjects, as to entertain thoughts of a ſecond marriage. 


She told them, that the proviſion ſhe had made for the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion would always be a proof how much 


ſhe had at heart the future happineſs of the kingdom; but 


the ſubje& of this addreſs was of ſuch a nature, that ſhe 
was perſuaded they did not expect a particular anſwer. 

' $XLV. The laws having been found inſufficient to 
puniſh capitally the authors of the inſult offered to the Mul- 


covite ambaſſador, a bill was brought into the Houle of 
Commons for preſerving the privileges of ambaſſadors and 


other foreign miniſters ; and paſſed through both Houſes : 
as did another, to prevent the laying of wagers relating to 
the publick, a practice which had been carried to a degree 
of infatuation; and by which many unwary perſons fell a 


ſacriſice to crafty adventurers. On the fourteenth day 0! 
- March 


NN. E. 147 
March the Commons voted the ſum of one hundred and C HAP. 
"three thouſand two hundred and three pounds, for the 1. Fr, 
relief of the inhabitants of Nevis and St. Chriſtopher's, 
who had ſuffered by the late invaſion : and on the twenty- 
firſt day of April the parliament was prorogued. The 
Muſcovite ambaſſador continued to write expoſtulatory 
ſetters to Mr. Secretary Boyle, who at laſt owned, that 
the laws of the kingdom did not admit of ſuch puniſhment 
as he demanded. An information was tried in the court 
of Queen's-Bench for her Majeſty againſt 'Thomas Morton, 
laceman, and thirteen other perſons concerned in the in- 
ſult, of which they were found guilty ; and the ſpecial 
matter of the privileges of ambaſſadors was to be argued 
next term before the judges. Mean while, the Queen, 
by way of ſatisfaction to the Czar, condeſcended to make 
ſolemn excuſes by her ambaſſador ; to repair Matueof's 
honour by a letter, and indemnify him for all his coſts and 
damages: conceſſions with which the Czar and his am- 
baſſador declared themſelves well ſatisfied. The convo- 
cation had been ſummoned, choſen, and returned with 
the new parliament: but as the old ſpirit was ſuppoſed to 
prevail in the Lower Houſe, the Queen, by writ to the 
Archbiſhop, ordered him to prorogue it from time to tune, 
until the ſeſſion of parliament was finiſhed. 
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| Houſe of Lords. & XI. He is filenced for three year. 
S XII. Conferences at Gertruydenberg. & XIII. Pride ani 


by the confederates, as well as Bethune, Are, and St. V. 
at Saragoſſa, and ers Madrid. & XVI. Battle of Vill. 
vicioſa. G XVII. The Whig miniſtry diſgraced. & XVIIL 
parliament. & XX. The Duke of Marlborough my: 


againſt thoſe who invited over the poor Palatines. XXIII. 


d XXV. Repreſentation by the Commons to the Queen. 


| the Jacobites in Scotland. & XXXIII. A negociation {i 
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$ I. Negociation f or peace inęſtectual. an. The allied a arm * 
beſieges and takes Tournay. & III. The French are defeate Ws 
at M alplaquet. $ IV. WM ons ſurrendered. & V. Can- of ( 
| paign in Spain. J VI. The French King's propoſals of bore 
treating rejected by the States-General. $ VII. Accoum *© 10 
of Dr. Sacheverel. $ VIII. He is impeached by the Con. 


monc. & IX, His trial.  X. Debates upon it in th F 


obflinacy of the Dutch. & XIV. Douay beſieged and take | . wiſer 
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The parliament is diſſolved. & XIX. Meeting of the neu 
and reviled. G XXI. Enquiry into the condu# of the war i 
Spain. & XXII. Severe votes in the Houſe of Commu 


Harley flabbed at the council-board by Guiſcard, and n 
Earl of Oxford. XIV. Death of the Emperor FM 


$ XXVI. Proceedings in the convocation. $ XXVII. TS 
Duke of Marlborough continues ts command the allied arny 
$ XXVIII. He ſurpriſes the French lines, & XXIX. X. 
duces Bouchain. $ XXX. The Duke of Argyle ang | 
the Britiſh troops in Spain. King Charles elected Empern| 
6 XXXI. Expedition to Canada. & XXXII. Infolence ; 


on foot betaueen the courtsof France and England. 9 XXNXVE 


Prior ro fent to Fontainebleau. & XXXV. Menager arriui Witates 

privately in England. ꝙ XXXVI. The French il Fcretar 
propoſals diſagrecable to the allies. $ XXVII. Viol to wh 

dea 
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debates upon them in the Houſe of Lords. $ XXVII. | 
The Duke of Hamilton's title of Duke of Brandon diſallowed. 
Bill againſt occaſional conformity paſſes. & XXXIX. 
Due of Marlborough diſmiſſed from all his employments. 
BY Twelve new Peers created. $ XL. Prince Eugene of Savoy 


* arrives in England. {$XLI. Walpole expelled the Houſe 
7 of Commons. XLII. Votes againſt the Duke of Marl- 


„ 123 terian diſcipline in Scotland. 
. . FT E French King was by this time reduced to 
10 ſuch a ſtate of humiliation by the loſſes of the 


10 att campaign, and a ſevere winter, which eompleted the 


conſiderations of pride and ambition, as well as the intereſt 


uy # of his grandſon, to his deſire of peace, which was now be- 
” come ſo neceſſary and indiſpenſible. He diſpatched the 


preſident Rouille privately to Holland, with general pro- 
poſals of peace, and the offer of a good barrier to the 
States-General, ftill entertaining hopes of being able to 


red in ſecret with Buys and Vanderduſſen, the penſionaries 
Was permitted to proceed to Woerden, between Leyden 


his propoſals to the courts of Vienna and Great-Britain. 
Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough arrived at 
„ the Hague in April, and conferred with the grand pen- 


Wot the French propoſals, which were deemed unſatisfactory 

Nouillè immediately diſpatched a courier to Paris, for fur- 
tber inſtructions; and the Duke of Marlborough returned 
E: to England, to make the Queen acquainted with the pro- 
ereſs of the negociation. Louis, in order to convince the 
708 Witates of his ſincerity, ſent the Marquis de 'Torcy, his ſe- 
erctary for foreign affairs, to the Hague, with freſh offers, 
to which the deputies would make no anſwer until they 
hy knew 


RAS 
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7 borough. $ XLIII. Reſolutions againſt the barrier-treaty | 
TRY ond che Dutch.  XLIV. Ar unfavourable to the phy. 


Bi 7 miſery of his ſubjects, that he reſolved to ſacrifice all the 


and Utrecht. The States immediately communicated 
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detach them from the confederacy, This miniſter confer- 


F4 of Amſterdam and Gouda, at Moerdyke, from whence he 


ſionary Heinſius, Buys, and Vanderduſſen, on the ſubject 
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en knew the ſentiments of the Queen of Great-Britain. The 


would conſent to the demolition of Dunkirk : that he 


in the Netherlands which the States-General demanded 


reſtoring Straſburg in its preſent condition : upon his 
ceding the town and caſtellany of Liſle, demoliſhing 


not have ſuffered them to be mentioned in his hearing, had 
not he been reduced to the laſt degree of diſtreſs. One 


ences with the deputies, he could not believe that the 


the advantages in commerce, and the barrier which he 


a war, the events of which would always be uncertain, 
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Duke of Marlborough croſſed the ſeas a ſecond time, ac- 
companied by the Lord Viſcount Townſhend, as am- 
baſſador extraordinary, and joint-plenipotentiary: Prince 
Eugene being likewiſe at the Hague, the conferences were 
begun. The French miniſter declared that his maſter 


would abandon the Pretender, and diſmiſs him from his 
dominions : that he would acknowledge the Queen's title 
and the proteſtant ſucceſſion: that he would renounce all 
pretentions to. the Spaniſh monarchy, and cede the places 


for their barrier: that he would treat with the Emperor 
on the footing of the treaty concluded at Ryſwick, and 
even demoliſh the fortifications of Straſburg, The mi- 
niſters of the allies, rendered proud and wanton by ſucceſs, 
and ſeeing their own private intereſt in the continuation 
of the war, inſiſted upon the reſtitution of the Upper and 
Lower Alſace to the empire: upon the French monarch's 


Dunkirk, New-Briſac, Fort-Louis, and Hunningen. In 
a word, their demands were ſo inſolent, that Louis would 
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can hardly read them without feeling a ſentiment of com- 
paſſion for that monarch, who had once given law to Eu. 
rope, and been fo long accuſtomed to victory and con- 
queſt. Notwithſtanding the diſcouraging diſpatches he had 
received from the preſident Rouille, after his firſt confer- 
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Dutch would be ſo blind to theic own intereſt, as to reject 


had offered. He could not conceive that they would 
chooſe to bear the burthen of exceſſive taxes in proſecuting 


rather than enjoy the bleſſings of peace, ſecurity, and ad- 


vantageous commerce: he flattered himſelf, that = 
: 5 | allics 


. 


allies would not ſo far deviate from their purpoſed aim of 
eſtabliſhing a balance of power, as to throw ſuch an enor- 


mous weight into the ſcale of the houſe of Auſtria, which 


cheriſhed all the dangerous ambition and arbitrary princi- 
ples, without the liberality and ſentiment peculiar to the 
houſe of Bourbon. In proportion as they roſe in their de- 
mands Louis fell in his condeſcenſion. His ſecretary of 
ſtate, the Marquis de Torcy, poſted in diſguiſe to Hol- 
land, on the faith of a common blank paſſport. He ſol- 
licited, he ſoothed, he ſupplicated, and made conceſſions 
in the name of his ſovereign. He found the States were 
wholly guided by the influence of Prince Eugene and the 
Duke of Marlborough. He found theſe generals elated, 


haughty, overbearing, and implacable. He in private at- 


tacked the Duke of Marlborough on his weakeſt fide : he 
offered to that nobleman a large ſum of money, provided 


he would effect a peace on certain conditions. The pro- 


poſal was rejected. 'The Duke found his enemies in Eng- 
land increaſing, and his credit at court in the wane; and 
he knew that nothing but a continuation of the war, and 
new victories, could ſupport his influence in England. 
Torcy was ſenſible that his country was utterly exhauſted : 
that Louis dreaded nothing ſo much as the opening of the 
campaign; and he agreed to thoſe articles upon which 
they inſiſted as preliminaries. The French King was 
confounded at theſe propoſals : he felt the complicated 
pangs of grief, ſhame, and indignation. He rejected the 
preliminaries with diſdain. He even deigned to ſubmit his 
conduct to the judgment of his ſubjects. His offers were 
publiſhed, together with the demands of the allies. Hiz 


people intereſted themſelves in the glory of their monarch, 


They. exclaimed againſt the cruelty and arrogance of his 
enemies. Though impoveriſhed and halt-ſtarved by the 
war, they reſolved to expend their whole ſubſtance in his 
ſupport; and rather to fight his battles without pay, than 


leave him in the dire neceſſity of complying with ſuch 


diſnonourable terms. Animated by theſe ſentiments, 
they made ſuch efforts as amazed the whole world. The 
| preliminaries 


151 


CHAP, 
X. 


— — 
1709. 


; 


152 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


BOOK preliminaries being rejected by the French King, Rouille 

woas ordered to quit Holland in four-and-twenty hours; and 

1709. the generals of the confederates reſolved to open the cam- 
paaign without further heſitation. 

II. Prince Eugene and the Duke of 8 
proceeded to Flanders, and towards the end of June the 
allied army encamped in the plain of Liſle, to the number 
of one hundred and ten thouſand fighting men. At the 

fame time, the Mareſchal Villars, accounted the moft 
fortunate general in France, affembled the French forces 
in the plain of Lens, where he began to throw up entrench- 
ments. The confederate generals having obſerved his 
ſituation, and perceiving he could not be attacked with any 
probability of ſucceſs, reſolved to undertake the fiege of 
Tournay, the garriſon of which Villars had imprudently | 
weakened, Accordingly, they made a feint upon Ypres, 
in order to deceive the enemy, and convert all their atten- 
tion to that ſide, while they ſuddenly inveſted Tournay on 
the twenty-ſeventh day of June. Though the garriſon 
did not exceed twelve weakened battalions, and four ſqua- 
drons of dragoons, the place was fo ſtrong, both by art 
and nature, and Lieutenant de Surville, the governor, poſ- 
ſeſſed ſuch admirable talents, that the fiege was protracted, 
contrary to the expectation of the allies, and coſt them a 


great number of men, notwithſtanding all the precautions = 
that could be taken for the ſafety of the troops. As the bd in 
beſiegers proceeded by the method of ſap, their miners rior in 
frequently met with thoſe of the enemy under ground, and Poing r 


fought with bayonet and piſtol. The volunteers on both l attacl 
ſides preſented themſelves to theſe ſubterraneous combats, i 
in the midſt of mines and countermines ready primed for 
exploſion. Sometimes they were kindled by accident, 
and ſometimes ſprung by deſign; ſo that great numbers 
ol thoſe brave men were ſtifled below; and whole batta- 
lions blown into the air, or buried in the rubbiſh. On 
the twenty- eighth day of July, the beſiegers having ettectc: 
a practicable breach, and made the neceſſary diſpoſitions F 
for a general aſſault, the enemy offered to capitulate : the 2 
town | 
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dun was furrendered upon conditions; and the garriſon C H A P. 


etired to the citadel. Surville likewiſe entered into a treaty . 
* 1 . . „ S 
bout giving up the citadel: the articles being ſent to the 


Sy F . k 1709. 
Fourt of Verſailles, Louis would not ratify them, except 


Ippon condition that there ſhould be a general ceſſation in 
Ihe Netherlands till the fifth day of September. Hoſtilities 
Pere renewed on the eighth day of Auguſt, and proſecuted 
ith uncommon ardour and animoſity. On the thirtieth 
ESurville defired to capitulate on certain articles, which 
ere rejected by the Duke of Marlborough, who gave him 
Wo underſtand that he had no terms to expect, but muſt 
Wrrender at diſcretion, At length, his proviſion being 
te exhauſted, he was obliged to ſurrender himſelf 
ad his garriſon priſoners of war, though they were per- 
itted to return to France, on giving their parole that 
Ml would not act in the field until a like number of the 
lies ſhould be releaſed. | 
E III. The next object that attracted the eyes of the 
Wonfederates was the city of Mons, which they reſolved to 
Piege with all poſſible expedition. They paſſed the 
Nekelde on the third day of September, and detached the 
ince of Heſſe to attack the French lines, from the Haiſne 
dhe Sombre, which were abandoned at his approach. 
In the ſeventh day of September, Mareſchal de 
F den arrived in the French camp at Quievrain, content 
a in an inferior capacity to Villars, although his ſu- 
rior in point of ſeniority. The Duke of Marborovgh 
L ung received advice that the French were on the march 
i Þ attack the advanced body under the Prince of Heſſe, 
0 E nped from Havre, in order to ſupport that detach- 
ent. On the ninth the allies made a motion to the left, 
rich the two armies were brought ſo near each other, 
Wat 2 mutual cannonading enſued. The French army, 
Wnounting to one hundred and twenty thouſand men, were 
ted behind the woods of La Merte and Tanieres, in the 
Eizhbourhood of Malplaquet. 'The confederates, nearly 
the ſame number, encamped with the right near Sart 
1 4 Bleron, and the left on the edge of the wood of Lag- 
niere; 
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niere; the belid-quarters being at Blaregnies. The eneny, 
:nftend of attacking the allies, began to fortify their cam 
which was naturally ſtrong, with triple entrenchment, 
In a word, they were ſo covered with lines, hedyes, en 
trenchments, cannon, and trees laid acroſs,” that they 
ſeemed to be quite inacceſſible. Had the confederates 2 
tacked them on the ninth, the battle would not have ben 
ſo bloody, and the victory would have proved more deci 
| five; for they had not then begun to ſecure the camp; bu 
Marlborough poſtponed the engagement until they ſhouli 
be re-enforced by eighteen battalions which had been cn. 
Ployed in the ſiege of Tournay; and, in the mean tim 
the French fortified themſelves with incredible diligence 
and diſpatch. On the eleventh day of September, early 
the morning, the confederates, favoured by a thick fo 
erected batteries on each wing, and in the centre; ant 
about eight o'clock, the weather clearing up, the 2. 
| tack began. Eighty-ſix battahons on the right, command. 
ed by General Schuylemburg, the Duke of Argyle, a 
other generals, and ſupported by two-and-twenty battalion 
under Count Lottum, attacked the left of the enemy wit 
ſuch vigour, that, notwithſtanding their lines and bam 
cadoes, they were in leſs than an hour driven from thei 
entrenchments, into the woods of Sart and Tania 
The Prince of Orange and Baron Fagel, with ſix-and- 
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thirty Dutch battalions, advanced againſt the right of ti 6 I 
enemy, poſted in the wood of La Merte, and covered wit numb 
three entrenchments. Here the battle was maintained wi were 
the moſt deſperate courage on both fides. The Dutc than 
obliged the French to quit the firſt entrenchment; but wei men, 
repulſed from the ſecond with great ſlaughter. The Princ quand 
of Orange perſiſted in his efforts with incredible perien tory v 
rance and intrepidity, even after two horſes had been kt at the 
led under him, and the greater part of his officers eite given 
flain or diſabled. The French fought with an obſtingi but P 
of courage that bordered on deſpair, till ſeeing their line the re 
ſorced, their left wing and centre giving way, and dri rraord 
oe rk Villars, dangeroully wounded, they made "BP Prince 


excelent 
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excellent retreat towards Bavay, under the conduct of 
Boufflers, and took poſt between Queſnoy and Valen- 
ciennes. The field of battle they abandoned to the confede- 
rates, with about forty colours and ſtandards, ſixteen pieces 


che deareſt victory the allies had ever purchaſed. About 
twenty thouſand of their beſt troops were killed in the 
engagement; whereas the enemy did not loſe half the 
number, and retired at leiſure, perfectly recovered of that 
5 apprehenſion with which they had been for ſome years 
W inſpired and overawed by the ſucceſſes of their adverſaries. 
On the fide of the allies, Count Lottum, General Tettau, 
E Count Oxienſtern, and the Marquis of Tullibardine were 
killed, with many other officers of diſtinction. Prince 
Eugene was lightly wounded on the head: Lieutenant- 
General Webb received a ſhot in the groin. The Duke 


feats of valour, eſcaped unhurt; but feveral muſket-balls 
E penetrated through his clothes, hat, and periwig. In the 
French army, the Chevalier de St. George charged twelve 
times with the houſehold troops, and in the laſt was 
# wounded with a ſword in the arm. The Mareſchal de 
Villars confidently aſſerted, that if he himſelf had not 
| been diſabled, the confederates would e have been 
defeated. 

I. Conſidering the ſituation of the French, the 
number of their troops, and the manner in which they 
vere fortified, nothing could be more raſh and imprudent 
than the attack, which coſt the lives of ſo many gallant 
men, and was attended with ſo little advantage to the con- 
querors. Perhaps the Duke of Marlborough thought a vic- 
| tory was abſolutely neceflary to ſupport his finking intereſt 


but Prince Eugene inſiſted upon delaying the action until 


| fraordinary carnage is imputed to the impetuoſity of the 
Prince of Orange, whoſe aim, through this whole war, 


Was 


2 of artillery, and a good number of priſoners ; but this was 


: the re-enforcement ſhould arrive from Tournay. The ex- 
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| of Argyle, who diſtinguiſhed himſelf by extraordinary 


at the court of Great-Britain. His intention was to have 
| given battle before the enemy had entrenched themſelves ; 
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B 98 K was to raiſe himſelf into conſideration with the States 
General, by ſignal acts of military proweſs. The French 
10g. having retired to Valenciennes, the allies were left a 
liberty to beſiege Mons, which capitulated about the end 
of October; and both armies were diſtributed in winter. 
quarters. The campaign on the Rhine produced nothing 
but one ſharp action, between a detachment of the French 
army commanded by the Count de Borgh, and a body of 
troops under Count Merci, who had paſſed the Rhine, in 
order to penetrate into Franche-comte. The Imperial 
officer was worſted in this encounter, with the loſs of two 
thouſand men; obliged to repaſs the river, and retired t 
Fribourg. In Piedmont, Velt-Mareſchal Thaun con. 
manded the confederates, in the room of the Duke df 
Savoy, who refuſed to take the field until ſome differences 
which had ariſen between the Emperor and him ſhould be 
adjuſted. Thaun's deſign was to beſiege Briangon ; but 
the Duke of Berwick had taken ſuch precautions as fri- 
ſtrated his intention, though part of the troops under the 
French general were employed in ſuppreſſing an infur. 
rection of the Camiſars, and other malcontents in the 
Vivarez. Theſe were entirely defeated in a pitched battle; 
and Abraham, one of their leaders, being taken, was broke 
alive upon the wheel; three-and-twenty were hanged, 
and the other priſoners ſent to the gallies. The Pope de- 
layed acknowledging King Charles, under various pre- 
tences, in hope that the campaign would prove favourabl 
to the Houſe of Bourbon ; till at length the Emperor giving 
him to underſtand that his army ſhould take up their 
winter-quarters in the eccleſiaſtical ſtate, his holineß 
ſolemnly owned Charles as King of Spain, Naples, and 
Sicily. 

FV. The military operations in Spain and Portugil 
were unfavourable to the allies. On the ſeventh of May, 
the Portugueſe and Engliſh were defeated at Caya, by the 
Spaniards under the command of the Mareſchal de Bay: 
The caſtle of Alicant, guarded by two Engliſh regiments 
had been beſieged, and held out during the whole winter 
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length the Chevalier & Asfeldt ordered the rock to be 
L., and having lodged two hundred barrels of 
E: Eunpowder, gave Syburg, the governor, to underſtand, 


dition of the works. This offer being accepted, Asfeldt in 
perſon accompanied them to the mine: he told them he 
could not bear the thoughts of ſeeing ſo many brave men 
periſh in the ruins of a place they had fo gallantly de- 
ended; and allowed them four-and-twenty hours to con- 
der on the reſolution they ſhould take. Syburg continued 
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gavoured more of ſtupidity than of valour, determined to 
3 Eſtand the exploſion. When the ſentinels that were poſted 
E on the fide of the hill gave notice, by a preconcerted 
ſignal, that fire was ſet to the mine, the governor order- 
Wed the guard to retire, and walked out to the parade, 
ut accompanied by ſeveral officers. The mine being ſprung, 
che rock opened under their feet, and they falling into the 
Echaſm, it inſtantly cloſed, and cruſhed them to death. 
b Notwithſtanding this dreadful incident, Colonel d Albon, 
who ſucceeded to the command, reſolved to defend the 
| place to the laſt extremity. Sir Edward Whitaker ſailed 
b tom Barcelona to the relief of the place; but the enemy 

nad erected ſuch works as effectually hindered the troops 
tom landing. Then General Stanhope, who commanded 
hem, capitulated with tlie Spaniſh general for the garri- 


W General Staremberg maintained his ground, and even an- 


d jj noyed the enemy. He paſſed the Segra, and reduced 


Balaguer: having left a ſtrong garriſon 1 in the place, he 
W repaſſed the river, and ſent his forces into winter-quarters. 


Þ battle of Pultowa, in which the King of Sweden was 
take refuge at Bender, a town of Moldavia, in the Turk- 


KB dominions. Auguſtus immediately marched into 
3 Poland 


that two of his officers might come out and fee the con- 


F deaf to his remonſtrances; and, with an obſtinacy that 


R which marched out with all the honours of war, and 


entirely defeated by the Czar of Muſcovy, and obliged to 
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; The moſt remarkable event of this ſummer was the 
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Poland againſt Staniſlaus, and renounced his own reſi. 
nation, as if it had been the effect of compulſion. He 
formed a project with the Kings of Denmark and Pruſſa, 
to attack the Swediſh territories in three different places; 
but the Emperor and maritime powers prevented the exe. 
cution of this ſcheme, by entering into a guaranty for 


preſerving the peace of the empire. Nevertheleſs, the 


King of Denmark declared war againſt Sweden, and 
tranſported an army over the Sound to Schonen; but they 
were attacked and defeated by the Swedes, and obliged to 
re-embark with the utmoft precipitation. The war til 


continued to rage in Hungary, where, however, the re- 


volters were routed in many petty engagements. 
§ VI. Though the events of the ſummer had been lek 


_ unfavourable to France than Louis had reaſon to expect, 


he ſaw that peace was as neceſſary as ever to his kingdom; 
but he thought he might now treat with ſome freedom and 
dignity. His miniſter, Torcy, maintained a correſpondence 


with Mr. Petkum reſident of the Duke of Holſtein at the 
Hague: he propoſed to this miniſter, that the negociation 


ſhould be renewed ; and demanded paſſes, by virtue of 


which the French plenipotentiaries might repair in ſafety 
to Holland. In the mean time, the French King witl- 
drew his troops from Spain, on pretence of demonſtrating 
his readineſs to oblige the allies in that particular; though 
this meaſure was the effect of neceſſity, which obliged hm 
to recall thoſe troops for the defence of his own dominions 
The States-General refuſed to grant paſſes to the Frenci 
miniſters ; but they allowed Petkum to make a journey to 


Verſailles. In the interim King Philip publiſhed a mani- 


feſto, proteſting againſt all that ſhould be tranſacted i 
the Hague to his prejudice. Far from yielding Spain 
and the Indies to his competitor, he declared his intention 
of driving Charles from thoſe places that were now in bi 
poſſeſſion. He named the Duke of Alba, and Coun 
Bergheyck for his plenipotentiaries, and ordered them to 
notify their credentials to the maritime powers; but 1 
regard was paid to their intimation. Philip tampered 
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quis de Torcy renewed his attempts upon that general ; 
put all his application and addreſs proved ineffectual. Pet- 
kum brought back from Verſailles a kind of memorial, 
importing, That thoſe motives which influenced the 


| iſted : That the winter ſeaſon naturally produced a ceſſa- 
tion of arms, during which he would treat of a general 
and reaſonable peace, without reſtricting himſelf to the 


| foundation of thoſe conditions to which he had conſented, 
and ſend plenipotentiaries to begin the conferences with 
| thoſe of the allies, on the firſt day of January. The 
| States-General inveighed againſt this memorial, as a proof 
| of the French King's inſincerity; though he certainly had 
a ripht to retract thoſe offers they had formerly rejected. 
They came to a reſolution, that it was abſolutely neceſ- 
ary to proſecute the war with vigour ; and they wrote 
preſſing letters on this ſubject to all their allies. 

VII. The parliament of Great-Britain being aſſem- 


voured, by falſe appearances, and deceitful inſinuations of 
a deſire after peace, to create jealouſies among the allies: 
That God Almighty had been pleaſed to bleſs the arms of 
0 the confederates with a moſt remarkable victory, and 
other ſucceſſes, which had laid France open to the impreſ- 


ning of the campaign. She inſiſted upon the expediency 
of proſecuting the advantages ſhe had gained; by reducing 
15 that exorbitant and oppreſſive power- which had fo long 

threatened the liberties of Europe. The parliament were 
as eager and compliant as ever. They preſented con- 
gratulatory addreſſes: they thanked the Duke of Marl- 


no : : d 
* borough for his ſignal ſervices; while great part of the 
"Wl tion reproached him with having wantonly ſacrificed jo 
. 


2 many 


French, before the campaign was opened, no longer ſub- 


| form of the preliminaries which the allies had pretended to 
E impoſe : That, nevertheleſs, he would ſtill treat on the 


bled on the fifteenth day of November, the Queen, in her 
ſpeech, told both Houſes, That the enemy had endea- 


hon of the allied arms, and conſequently rendered peace 
more neceſlary to that kingdom than it was at the begin- 
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lord mayor to print that which was intituled, © The peri WW 

of falſe brethren.” Sir Samuel, who was a member, de- Whi 

med he had ever given him ſuch encouragement. The | g 

doctor being ordered to withdraw, the Houſe reſolved he befo 

ſhould be impeached of high crimes and miſdemeanours; i V. 
and 
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; and Mr 


many thouſand lives to his own private intereft and rep. 
tation. In leſs than a month, the Commons granted up- Houle 
wards of fix millions for the ſervice of the enſuing year; land. 
and eſtabliſhed a lottery, with other funds, to anſwer Y nd Sa- 
this enormous ſupply. On the thirteenth day of Decem. in orde 
ber, Mr. Dolben, fon to the late Archbiſhop of York | Y Chat tl 
complained to the Houſe of two fermons preached and Peter's. 
publiſhed by Dr. Henry Sacheverel, rector of St. Saviour), which 
in Southwark, as containing poſitions contrary to Revoly bappy 
tion principles, to the preſent government, and the pr Comme 
teſtant ſucceſſion. Sacheverel was a clergyman of narroy bels t 
intellects, and an over-heated imagination. He had ac. i 1 1 
th t 


quired ſome popularity among thoſe who diftinguihed 
themſelves by the name of High-churchmen ; and took al Y civil 0 
occaſions to vent his animoſity againſt the diffenters. ft nend 
the ſummer aſſizes at Derby, he had held forth in that BW badi 


ſtrain before the judges; on the fifth day of November, ration, 


in St. Paul's church, he, in a violent deelamarion, d. f Lo 
fended the doctrine of non: reſiſtance; inveighed again 1 icke 
the toleration and diſſenters; declared the church wa hition. 
dangerouſly attacked by her enemies; and lightly de. bentm, 
fended by her falſe friends: he ſounded the trumpet for Y tain 
the church, and exhorted the people to put on the whole: Wi Y azainl 


armour of God. Sir Samuel Garrard, the lord-mayor, E and, 
countenanced this harangue, which was publiſhed under his wha 

protection, extolled by the Tories, and circulated all ove: . 
the nation. 'The complaint of Mr. Dolben againſt Sache- fate 
verel was ſeconded in the Houſe of Commons by Sir bb 

Peter King, and other members. The moſt violent pa- ute. 
graphs were read; the ſermons were voted ſcandalous and * Y 
ſeditious libels. ' Sacheverel being brought to the bar of Wc: 
the Houſe, acknowledged himſelf the author of both, ad (WM gen 
mentioned the encouragement he had received from the i 0 
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Y Houſe of Lords, in the name of all the Commons of Eng- 
© land. A committee was appointed to draw up articles, 
Y nd Sacheverel was taken into cuſtody. At the fame time, 
in order to demonitrate their own principles, they reſolved, 
9 Y That the Reverend Mr. Benjamin Hoadley, reCtor of St. 
Peter's-Poor, for having often juſtified the principles on 
; which her Majeſty and the nation er in the late 
bappy revolution, had juſtly merited the favour and te- 
commendation of the Houſe; and they preſented an ad- 
areſs to the Queen, beſeeching her to beſtow ſome dignity 


both to the church and ſtate. The Queen returned a 
E civil anſwer, though ſhe paid no regard to their recom- 
At! | E mendation. Hoadley was a clergyman of ſound under- 
ſtanding, unblemiſhed character, and uncommon mede- 
E ration, who, in a fermon preached before the Lord-Mayor 
. Jof London, had demonſtrated the lawfulneſs of reſiſting 
of I wicked and cruel governors 3 and vindicated the late revo- 
E lution. By avowing ſuch doctrines, he incurred the re- 


baving preached up rebellion. Many books were written 
F azainſt the maxims he profefled. Theſe he anſwered ; 
and, in the courſe of the controverſy, acquitted himſelf 
8 with ſuperior temper, judgement, and ſolidity of argu- 
ment. He, as well as Biſhop Burnet, and ſeveral other 

K prelates, had been treated with preat virulence in Sache- 
. WE vere?'s ſermon ; and the Lord-Treaſurer was ſcurrilouſiy 


„ 3 | abuſed under the name of Volpene. . 

VIII. The doctor being impeached at the bar of the 
| & Upper-Houle, petitioned that he might be admitted to 
4 bail; but this indulgence was refuſed, and the Commons 


med bent upon proſecuting him with ſuch ſeverity as 
gave diſguſt to men of moderate principles. Mean while 
1 de Tories were not idle. They boldly affirmed that the 
Whigs had formed a deſign to pull down the church; 
and that this proſecution was intended to try their ſtr ength, 


Þ before they would proceed openly to the execution of their 
= Vo“. II. M project. 


uin the church on Mr. Hoadley, for his eminent ſervices 


ſentment of the high-churchmen, who accuſed him of 
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BOOK project. Theſe aſſertions were ſupported, and even 


credited by great part of the clergy, who did not fail to 
alarm and inflame their hearers; while emiffaries were em- 
ployed to raiſe a ferment among the populace, already 
prepared with diſcontent, ariſing from a ſcarcity which 
prevailed in almoſt every country of Europe. The mini- 
ſters magnified the dangers to which the church was ex- 
poſed, from diſſenters, Whigs, and lukewarm prelates, 
Theſe they repreſented as the authors of a ruinous war, 
which in a little time would produce univerſal famine ; 
and as the immediate encouragers of thoſe Palatine re- 
fugees who had been brought over to the number of ſix 
thouſand, and maintained by voluntary contributions 
until they could be conveniently tranſported into Ireland, 
and the plantations in America. The charity beſtowed 
upon thoſe unhappy ſtrangers exaſperated the poor of Eng- 
land, who felt ſeverely the effects of the dearth, and 
helped to fill up the meaſure of popular diſcontent. The 
articles againſt Dr. Sacheverel being exhibited, his perſon 


was committed to the deputy- uſner of the black-rod ; but, 


afterwards, the Lords admitted him to bail. Then he 
drew up an anſwer to the charge, in which he denied 08 
articles, and others he endeavoured to juſtify or extenuat 

The Commons having ſent up a replication, bin 


they were ready to prove the charge, the Lords pppointes 


the twenty-ſeventh day of February for the trial, in Wel:- 
minſter-hall. 


IX. The eyes of the whole kingdom were turned upon 


this extraordinary trial. It laſted three weeks, a 
which all other buſineſs was ſuſpended; and the Queen ber- 
ſelf was every day preſent, though in quality of a private 
ſpectator. The managers for the Commons w. ere dir 
Joſeph Jekyl, Mr. Eyre, Sollicitor-General, Sir Paer 


King, recorder of the city of London, Lientemane-Genera 


Stanhope, Sir Thomas Parker, and Mr. Robert Walpole, 
treaſurer of the navy. The doctor was defended by 0 
Simon Harcourt and Mr. Phipps, and aſſiſted by Dr. A 
terbury, Dr. Smallridge, and Dr. Friend. A vaſt mul 5 
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| 1 tude attended him every day to and from Weſtminſter-hall, 
1 {triving to kiſs his hand, and praying for his dehverance, 


as if he had been a martyr and confeſſor. The Queen's 
© ſcdan- was beſet by the populace, exclaiming, God 


f « bleſs your Majeſty and the church. We hope your 


| k « Majeſty is for Dr. Sacheverel.” They compelled all 


perſons to lift their hats to the doctor, as he paſſed in his 
coach to the Temple, where he lodged ; and among theſe 
ſome members of parliament, who were abuſed and inſulted. 


They deſtroyed ſeveral meeting-houſes 3 plundered the 


1 7s dwelling-houſes of eminent diſſenters ; and threatened to 


pull down thoſe of the Lord-Chancellor, the Earl of 
Wharton, and the Biſhop of Sarum. They even pro- 
= poſed to attack the Bank; ſo that the directors were 
= obliged to ſend to Whitehall for aſſiſtance. The horſe and 


boot guards were immediately ſent to diſperſe the rioters, 


who fled at their approach. Next day the guards were 


7 doubled at Whitehall, and the trained-bands of Weſt- 
minſter continued in arms during the whole trial. The 
Commons entreated the Queen, in an addreſs, to take 
| 5 clteCtual meaſures for ſuppreſſing the preſent tumults, ſet 
on foot and fomented by papiſts, nonjurors, and other 
” enemies to her title and government. She expreſſed a 


deep ſenſe of their care and concern, as well as a juſt re- 


ſentment at theſe tumultuous and violent proceedings. She 
= publiſhed a proclamation for ſuppreſſing the tumults; and 


leveral perſons being apprehended, were afterwards tried for 
= high-treaſon. Two of them were convicted, and ſentenced to 
die; but neither ſuffered. The Commons preſented another 


# addreſs of thanks to her Majeſty, for her gracious anſwer to 
their firſt remonſtrance. They took this occaſion to de- 


Clare, that the proſecution of the Commons againſt Dr. 
E Henry Sacheverel proceeded only from the indiſpenſable 
obligation they lay under to vindieate the late happy revo- 
llution, the glory of their royal deliverer, her own title 
. and adminiſtration, the preſent eſtabliſhment and proteſtant 


ſucceſſion, together with the toleration and the quiet ot 


H the government. When the doctor's counſel had finiſhed 
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his defence, he himſelf recited a ſpeech, wherein he ſo- 
lemnly juftified his intentions towards the Queen and her 
government; and ſpoke in the moſt reſpectful terms of 
the Revolution, and the proteſtant ſucceſſion. He main. 
tained the doctrine of non-refiſtance in all cafes whatſoever, 
45 a maxim of the church in which he was educated ; and 
by many pathetical expreſſions endeavoured to excite the 
compaſſion of the audience. He was ſurrounded by the 
Queen's chaplains, who encouraged and extolled him 2 
the champion of the church ; and he was privately favoured 
by the Queen herſelf, who could not but reliſh a doctrine 
fo well calculated for the fupport of regal authority. 

$ X. On the tenth day of March, the Lords being ad. 


journed to their own houſe, the Earl of Nottingham pro- 


poſed the following queition, * Whether, in proſecutions 
« by impeachments for high crimes and miſdemeanours, 
* by writing or ſpeaking, the particular words ſuppoſad 
6c to be criminal are neceffary to be expreſsly ſpecified i 


« ſuch impeachments ?” The judges being conſulted, 


were unanimoully of opinion, that, according to law, the 
grounds of an indictment or impeachment ought to be 
expreſsly mentioned in both. One of the lords TY 
ſuggeſted, that the judges had delivered their opinion 

according to the rules of Weſtminſter-hall, and not ac- 
cording to the uſage of parliament, the Houſe reſolved, 
that in impeachments they ſhould proceed according to the 


laws of the land, and the law and uſage of parliaments, 


On the ſixteenth day of the month, the Queen veing in 
the Houſe incognito, they proceeded to confider whether 


or not the Commons had made good the articles exhibited 


againſt Dr. Sacheverel. The Earl of Wharton obſerrech 

that the doctor's ſpeech was a full confutation and con- 
demnation cf his ſermon ; that all he had advanced about 
non-reſiſtance and unlimited obedience was falfe and ridi- 

culous : that the doctrine of paſſive obedience, as urged If 
the doctor, was not reconcileable to the practice of churcl- 
men: that if the Revolution was not lawful, many in that 


Houſe, and vaſt numbers without, were guilty or blood, 
My . mul! her) 
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murther, rapine, and injuſtice; and that the Queen her- © H A F. 


ſelf was no lawful ſovereign, ſince the beſt title ſhe had 
to the crown, was her parliamentary title, founded 
upon the Revolution. He was anſwered by the 
Lord Haverſham in a long ſpeech. Lord Ferrers ſaid, 
if the doctor was guilty of ſome fooliſh unguarded expreſ- 
ſions, he ought to have been tried at common law. The 
Farl of Scarborough obſerved, the Revolution was a nice 
point, and above the law: he moved that they ſhould 
adjourn the debate, and take time to conſider before they 
gave judgement. Doctor Hooper, Biſhop of Bath and 
Wells, allowed the neceſſity and legality of reſiſtance in 
ſome extraordinary caſes ; but was of opinion, that this 
maxim ought to be concealed from the knowledge of the 
people, who are naturally too apt to reſiſt that the Revo- 
lution was not to be boailed of, nor made a precedent : 
but that a mantle ought to be thrown over it, and it ſhould 
be called a vacancy or abdication. He ſaid the original 
compact were dangerous words, not to be mentioned with- 
out great caution : that theſe who examined the Revolution 
too nicely were no friends to it; and that there ſeemed 
to be a neceſſity for preaching up non-refiſtance and 


paſſive obedience at that time, when reſiſtance was juſtified, 


The Duke of Argyle affirmed, that the clergy in all ages 
had delivered up the rights and privileges of the people, 


preaching up the King's power, in order to govern him 


the more eaſily; and, therefore, they ought not to be ſuffer- 
ed to meddle with politicks. The Earl of Angleſey owned 
the doQtor had preached nonſenſe ; but ſaid that was no 
crime, The Duke of Leeds diſtinguiſhed between reſiſt- 


ance and revolution; for, had not the laſt ſucceeded, it 


would have certainly been rebellion, ſince he knew of no 
other but hereditary right. The Biſhop of Saliſbury juſti- 
hed reſiſtance from the book of Maccabees : he mentioned 


the conduct of Queen Eliſabeth, who aſſiſted the Scots, 
the French, and the States-General, in reſiſting their 


different ſovereigns, and was ſupported in this praQice 
both by her gente and her chnvocations. He obſerveg 
that 


— 
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with great vehemence againſt Sacheverel, 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
that King Charles I. had afliſted the citizens of Rochelle 


in their rebellion : that Manwaring incurred a ſevere cen. 
ſure from the parliament, for having broached the doctrine 
of the divine right of kings; and that though this became 
a favourite maxim after the reſtoration, yet its warmeſt 
aſſerters were the firſt who pleaded for reſiſtance when the 
thought themielves oppreſſed. The Archbiſhop of York, 
the Duke of Buckingham, and other leaders of the Tory 
intereſt, declared that they never read ſuch a piece of mod. 
neſs and nonſenſe as Sacheverel's ſermon ; but they did 
not think him guilty of a miſdemeanour. Next day, Dr. 
Wake, Biſhop of Lincoln, accuſed Sacheverel of having 
made a ſtrange and falſe repreſentation of the deſign for a 
comprehenfion; which had been ſet on foot by Archbiſhon 
Sancroft, and promoted by the moſt eminent divines of 
the church of England. He was of opinion that ſome ſtep 
{hould, be taken for putting a ſtop to ſuch preaching 
as, if not timely corrected, might kindle heats and ani- 


moſities that would endanger both church and ſtate. Dr. 


Trimnel, Bithop of Norwich, expatiated upon the inſolence 


of Sacheverel, who had arraigned Archbiſhop Grindal, one 


of the eminent reformers, as a perſidious prelate, for 
having favoured and tolerated the diſcipline of Generz. 

He enlarged upon the good effects of the toleration. He 
took notice of Sacheverel's preſumption in publiſhing in- 
fiammatory prayers, declaring himſelf under perſecution, 
while he was proſecuted for offending againſt the law, by 
thoſe who in common juſtice ought to be thought the 
faireſt accuſers, and before their lordſhips, who were jull/r 
acknowledged to be the molt impartial judges. In dif- 
cuſſing the fourth article, the Biſhop of Saliſbury ſpoke 
who, by in- 
veighing againſt the Revolution, toleration, and union, 
ſeemed to arraign and attack the Queen herſelf; ſince ber 


Majeſty had ſo great a ſhare in the firſt; had often declared 
ſhe would maintain the ſecond ; and that the looked upon 


the third as the moſt glorious event of her reign. He 


; affirmed that nothing could be more plain than the doctors 


reflecting 
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1 refleting upon her Majeſty's miniſters ; and that he had © H., A F. 
ſo well marked out a noble peer there preſent, by an ugly CA, 


and ſcurrilous epithet which he would not repeat, that 
it was not poſſible to miſtake his meaning. Some of the 
younger peers could not help laughing at this undeſigned 
ſarcaſm upon the Lord-Treaſurer, whom Sacheverel had re- 
viled under the name of Volpone: they exclaimed, © Name 
« him, name him;“ and, in all probability, the zealous 
biſhop, who was remarkable for abſence of mind and un- 
euarded expreſſions, would have gratified their requeſt, had 
= not the Chancellor, interpoſing, declared that no peer was 
* obliged to ſay more than he ſhould think proper. 

8 XL. After obſtinate diſputes, and much virulent alter- 
cation, Sacheverel was found guilty by a majority of ſeven- 
teen voices; and four-and-thirty peers entered a proteſt 
againſt this deciſion. He was prohibited from preaching for 


the term of three years; his two ſermons were ordered to be 


burnt by the hands of the common hangman, in preſence of 


the Lord-Mayor and the two ſheriffs of London and Mid- 
diefex=. The Lords likewiſe voted that the executioner 


ſhould commit to the ſame fire the famous decree paſſed in 
the convocation of the univerſity of Oxford, aſſerting the 
abſolute authority and indefeaſible right of princes. A 
like ſentence was denounced by the Commons upon a book 
intituled, “ Collections of paſſages referred to by Dr. Sa- 
“ cheverel, in his anſwer to the articles of impeachment.” 
Theſe he had ſelected from pious books lately publiſhed, 
and they were read by his counſel, as proofs that the church 
was in danger. 'The lenity of the ſentence paſſed upon 


1709. 


Sacheverel, which was in a great meaſure owing to the dread 


of popular reſentment, his friends conſidered as a victory 
obtained over a Whig faction, and they celebrated their 
triumph with bonfires and illuminations. On the fifth day 
of April, the Queen ordered the parliament to be pro— 
rogued, after having, in her ſpeech to both Houſes, expreſ- 
ſed her concern for the neceſſary occaſion which had taken 
up great part of their time towards the latter end of the 
ſeſſion. She declared that no prince could have a more true 
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theſe conferences. The two Houſes of parliament fecond- 
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Ind the 
5 ough, 
: onlide! 


and tender concern for the welfare and proſperity of the 
church than ſhe had, and ſhould always have; and {þ- 
ſaid it was very injurious to take a pretence from wicket 
and malicious libels, to inſinuate that the church was in 
danger by her adminiſtration. 

XII. The French King, ſeeing the miſery of his people 
daily increaſe, and all his reſources fail, humbled himfzl! 
again before the allies, and by the means of Petkum, wh 
ſtill correſponded with his miniſters, implored the Statt 


General, that the negociation night be reſumed. In order eir le 
to facilitate their conſent, he diſpatched a new project of y inju 
paciſication, in which he promiſed to renounce his grand. ho rela 
ſon, and to comply with all their other demands, providel Fulties 
the Electors of Cologn and Bavaria ſhould be re-eſtabliſi. Potenti. 
ed in their eſtates and dignities. Theſe overtures being Erith d 
rejected, another plan was oftered, and communicated 0 war ag; 
the plenipotentiaries of the Emperor and Queen of Gre Pis effe 
Britain. Then Petkum wrote a letter to the Marquis c f Auf 
Torcy, intimating, that the allies required his moſt Chr. n the 
{tian Majeity ſhould declare, in plain and expreſſive terms, MWlves : 
that he conſented to all the preliminaries, except the thirty minar 
ſeventh article, which ſtipulated a ceſſation of arms, in mall 5 
caſe the Spaniſh monarchy ſhould be delivered to King P hich! 


Charles in the ſpace of two months. He aid, the allie 
would ſend paſiports to the French miniſters, to treat of 
an equivalent for that article. Louis was even forced to 
ſwallow this bitter draugat. He ſignified his conſent, and 
appointed the Mareſchal D'Uxelles and the Abbe Po. 
lignac his plenipotentiaries. They were not ſuffered 
however, to enter Holland, but were met by the Deputie 
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Duke of Marlborough, to aſſiſt them with his advice il 


ed their requeſt in a joint addrefs to her Majeſty, who toll 
them ſhe nd already given directions for his departure! 


and ſaid ſhe was glad to find they concurred with her in! 


juſt ſenſe of the Duke” s eminent ſervices. Both the letter 
1110 
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Parrowly watched. Their accommodation was mean: 
heir letters were opened; and they were daily inſulted 


f 'F injurious libels. 'The Dutch deputies would hear of 


Po relaxation, and no expedient for removing the difſ- 


EFulties that retarded the negociation. In vain the pleni- 


. Potentiaries declared, that the French King could not 


Pith decency, or the leaſt regard to his honour, wage 


war againſt his own grandſon : the deputies inſiſted upon 


. Wis effecting the ceſſion of Spain and the Indies to the houſe 


pf Auſtria; and ſubmitting to every other article ſpecified 
In the preliminaries. Nay, they even reſerved to them- 


i 4 lves a power of making ulterior demands after the pre- 
minaries ſhould be adjuſted. Louis propoſed that ſome 
mall proviſion ſhould be made for the Duke of Anjou, 


Which might induce him to relinquiſh Spain the more eaſily. 
Wc mentioned the kingdom of Arragon; and this hint 


5 Peing diſagreeable to the allies, he demanded Naples and 


Picily. When they urged that Naples was already in 
g oſſeſion of the houſe of Auſtria, he reſtricted the pro- 


I Fiſion to Sicily and Sardinia. He offered to deliver up 
3 : our cautionary towns in Flanders, as a ſecurity for Philip's 
oecuating Spain; and even promiſed to ſupply the con- 
crates with a monthly ſum of money, to defray the 
penſe of expelling that prince from his dominions, 


Would he refuſe to reſign them with a good grace. The 


1 oltance of all the conferences was communicated to 


3 ord Townſhend, and Count Zinzendorf, the Imperial 


b L lenipotentiary; but the conduct of the deputies was re- 


4 ulated by the Penſionary Heinſius, who was firmly at- 


Wched to Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough, 
| 2 1 nliore 
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Ind the addreſs were procured by the intereſt o Maribo- C H A P. 
1 ough, to let the Queen ſee how much that nobleman was 
Jonſidered both at home and abroad. But ſhe was already 
; Z holly alienated from him in her heart, and theſe expedi- 
Ents ſerved only to increaſe her diſguſt. 

ES 5; XII. The French miniſters were ſubjected to every 
| Wpecies of mortification. They were in a manner con- 
ned to a ſmall fortified town, and all their conduct 
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more averſe than ever to a pacification. The negociati 
laſted from the nineteenth day of March to the twenty. 
fifth of July, during which term the conferences wer 
ſeveral times interrupted, and a great many diſpatches and 
new propoſals arrived from Verſailles. At length, the ple. 
nipotentiaries returned to France, after having ſent a letter 
to the Penſionary, in which they declared, that the pro. 
poſals made by the deputies were unjuſt and impracticable; 
and complained of the unworthy treatment to which they 
had been expoſed. Louis reſolved to hazard another cam. 
paign, not without hope, that there might be ſome luck 
incidents in the events of war, and that the approaching 
revolution in the Enghſh miniſtry, of which he was wel 
appriſed, would be productive of a more reaſonable Pact: 
fication. The States-General reſolved, That the enem my 
had departed from the foundation on which the negoci- 
ation had begun, and ſtudied pretences to evade the exe. 
cution of the capital points, the reſtitution of Spain and 
the Indies; and, in ſhort, that France had no other view 
than to ſow and create jealouſy and diſunion among the 
allies. Lord Towynſhend, in a memorial, aſſured them, that 
the Queen entirely-approved their refolution, and all the 
ſteps they had taken in the courſe of the negociation; 
and that ſhe was firmly reſolved to proſecute the war with 
al! poihble vigour, until the enemy ſhould accept ſuch 
terms of peace as might ſecure the tranquillity of the days 2 
Chriſtian world. | E finding 
$ XIV. The conferences did not retard the operation Y poſted 

of the campaign. Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marl- 
borough ſet out from the Hague on the fifteenth day of 
March for Tournay, in order to aſſemble the forces which 
were quartered on the Maeſe, in Flanders, and Brabant. 
On the twentieth of April, they ſuddenly advanced to 
Pont-a-Vendin, in order to attack the lines upon which 
the French had been at work all the winter, hoping bj 
theſe to cover Douay and other frontier towns, which were 
threatened by the confederates. The troops left for the 
defence of the lines retired without oppoſition. The allies 
having 
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I baring laid bridges over the Scarpe, the Duke of Marl- C RA f. 


| Z © borough with his diviſion paſſed that river, and encamped 
at Vitri. Prince Eugene remained on the other fide, and 
ET inveſted Douay, the enemy retiring towards Cambray. 
Mareſchal Villars till commanded the French army, 


which was extremely numerous and well appointed, con- 


EE fdering the diſtreſs of that kingdom. Indeed, the number 
was augmented by this diſtreſs ; for many thouſands ſaved 
= themſelves from dying of hunger, by carrying arms in the 
ſervice. The mareſchal having aſſembled all his forces, 
FS paſſed the Schelde, and encamped at Boucham, declaring 


was immediately made in the diſpoſition of the allies, and 
ö 5 proper precautions taken for his reception. He advanced 
in order of battle; but having viewed the ſituation of 
che confederates, he marched back to the heights of St. 


= continual alarms to interrupt the ſiege of Douay, which 
was vigorouſly defended by a numerous garriſon, under the 


W ber of men. They were likewiſe repulſed in ſeveral 
= afaults; but ſtill procceded with unremitting vigour, 
until the beſieged being reduced to the laſt extremity, were 
W obliged to capitulate on the twenty-ſixth of June, fifty 
days after the trenches had been opened. The generals 
funding it impracticable to attack the enemy, who were 
poſted with ſtrong lines from Arras towards Miramont, 
reſolved to beſiege Bethune, which was inveſted on the 
fifteenth day of July, and ſurrendered on the twenty-ninth 
of Auguſt, Villars marched out of his entrenchments 
with a view to raiſe the ſiege; but he did not think proper 
to hazard an engagement : 2555 warm ſkirmiſhes, however, 


the reduction of Bethune, "the allies beſieged at one time 


without much difficulty. T hen the armies. broke up, and 
marched 1 into Winter-quarters. 


5 XV. 


b 4 that he would give battle to the confederates ; an alteration 


= Laurence, where he fixed his camp. His aim was by 


command of Monſieur Albergotti, who made a number of 
= ſucceſsful ſallies, in which the befiegers loſt a great num- 


happened between the ſoragers of the two armies. After 


the towns of Aire and St. Venant, which were taken _ 
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farour of the darkneſs; and the main body of the arny 


retreated to Madrid. Having ſent his Queen and ſon to 
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Xv. The campaign on the Rhine was productive of 
no military event: nor was any thing of confequene 
tranſacted at Piedmont, The Duke of Savoy being in. 
diſpoſed and out of humour, the command of the force; 
ſtill continued veſted in Count Thaun, who endeavoured 
to paſs the Alps, and penetrate into Dauphine ; but the 
Duke of Berwick had caſt up entrenchments in the moun— 
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tains, and taken ſuch precautions to guard them, 2 be 0 
bailled all the attempts of the Imperial general. Spain ' S their ſc 
was much more fruitful of military incidents. The horſe E defeat 
and dragoons in the army of King Charles, headed hy ] Pol bis! 
General Stanhope, attacked the whole cavalry of the ene. t 
my at Almennara. Stanhope charged in perſon, and with ö Nbook n 
bis own hand flew General Ameſſaga, who commande{ RE cute t! 


7; ores 
canton 
Staren 


the guards of Philip. The Spaniſh horſe were entirch 
routed, together with nine battalions that eſcaped by 


retired with precipitation to Lerida. General Starem- b Lore 
berg purſued them to Saragoſſa, where he found them 3 en 
drawn up in order of battle; and an engagement enſuing Ie me 
on the ninth day of Auguſt, the enemy were totally defeat- 5 hole 
ed: five thouſand of their men were killed, ſeven thouſand E © he ha 
taken, together with all their artillery, and a great number 8 cant! 


himſe 
3 of tw 


of colours and ſtandards. King Charles entered Sar 
goſſa in triumph, while Philip with the wreck of his army 


Victoria, he retired to Valladolid, in, order to collect his i | office 
ſcattered troops, ſo as to form another army. The good i © ſured 
fortune of Charies was of ſhort duration. Stanhope pro. 3 he hz 


1 dad 


poſed that he ſhould immediately ſecure Pampeluna, te 
: Teceny 


only paſs by which the French King could ſend troops to 


pain: but this falutary ſcheme was rejected. Kang |. retire 
Charles proceeded to Madrid, which was deſerted by all camp 
the grandees; and he had the mortification to ſee that the +» ol th 
Caſtilians were univerſally attached to his competitor. 1 | ſemb 

$ XVI. While his forces continued cantoned in the be 
band of Toledo, the King of France, at the bad, 
requeſt of Philip, tent the Duke de Vendome to take th? 


3 i 


com mand 


A N N E. 173 


3 command of the Spaniſh army, which was at the ſame C 4 9 i” 
time re-enforced by detachments of French troops. Ven- 2 
dome's reputation was ſo high, and his perſon ſo beloved 11e. 
= by the ſoldiery, that his preſence was almoſt equivalent 

to an army. A great number of volunteers immediately 
aſſembled to ſignalize themſelves under the eye of this 

: 1 renowned general. The Caſtilians were inſpired with 

WS freſh courage, and made ſurpriſing efforts in favour of 

F 4 their ſovereign 3 ſo that in leis than three months after his 

defeat at Saragoſſa, he was in a condition to go in queſt 

{ 5 of his rival. Charles, on the other hand, was totally ne- 

WW glected by the courts of Vienna and Great-Britain, which 
dock no ſteps to ſupply his wants, or enable him to proſe- 
eite the advantages he had gained. In the beginning of 
November his army marched back to Saragofla, and was 
© cantoned in the neighbourhood of Cifuentes, where 
© Staremberg eſtabliſhed his head-quarters. General Stan- 

I 5 hope, with the Britiſh forces, was quartered in the little 
con of Brihuega, where, on the twenty-ſeventh day of 
we month, he found himſelf ſuddenly ſurrounded by the 
whole Spaniſh army. As the place was not tenable, and 

3 - he had very little ammunition, he was obliged, after a 
hort but vigorous reſiſtance, to capitulate, and ſurrender 
ꝛàimſelf and all his forces priſoners of war, to the amount 
of two thouſand men, including three lieutenant-generals, 
| 1 * one major- general, one brigadlier, with ail the colonels and 

= ollicers of the reſpeclive regiments. He was greatly cen- 
WT ſured for having allowed himſelf to be ſurpriſed; for, if 
4 1 he had placed a guard upon the neighbouring hills, ac- 

cording to the advice of General Carpenter, he might have 
e cceived notice of the enemy's approach time enough to 

| ET retire to Cifuentes. Thither he had detached his aide-du- 
amp wito an account of his ſituation, on the appearance 
oel the Spaniſh army; and Staremberg immediately af- 
cembled his forces. About eleven in the forcnoon they 
3 : began to march towards Brihuega; but the roads were fo 
1 bad, that night overtook them before they reached the 
WT Nights in the neighbourhood of that place. Staremberg 
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is ſaid to have loitered away his time unneceſſarily, from 
motives of envy to the Engliſh general, who had ſurren. 
dered before his arrival. 'The troops lay all night on their 
arms near Villa-vicioſa, and on the twenty-ninth were 
attacked by the enemy, who doubled their number. Sts. 
remberg's leſt wing was utterly defeated, all the infantry 
that compoſed it having been either cut in pieces or, taken; 
but the victors, inſtead of following the blow, began to 


plunder the baggage; and Staremberg with his right wing 


fought their left with ſurpriſing valour and perſeverance 


till night. Then they retired in diſorder, leaving hin 


maſter of the field of battle and of all their artillery. Six 
thouſand of the enemy were killed on the ſpot ; but the 
allies had ſuffered ſo ſeverely that the general could not 


maintain his ground. He ordered the cannon to be nailed 
up, and marched to Saragoſſa, from whence he retired to 


Catalonia. Thither he was purſued by the Duke de 
Vendome, who reduced Balaguer, in which he had left 
a garriſon, and compelled him to take ſhelter under the 


walls of Barcelona. At this period the Duke de Noailles 


inveſted Gironne, which he reduced, notwithſtanding the 
ſeverity of the weather : ſo that Philip, from a fugitive, be- 
came in three months abſolute maſter of the whole Spaniſh 
monarchy, except the province of Catalonia, and even 
that lay open to his incurſions. Nothing of conſequence 


was atchieved on the fide of Portugal, from whence the 


Earl of Galway returned to England by the Queen's per- 
miſhon. The operations of the Britiſh fleet, during this 
ſummer, were ſo inconſiderable as ſcarce to deſerve notice. 
Sir John Norris- commanded in the Mediterranean, and 


with a view to ſupport the Camiſars, who were in arms in 


the Cevennes, failed to port Cette, within a league of Mar 
ſeilles, and at the diſtance of fifteen from the inſurgents. 
The place ſurrendered, without oppoſition, to about ſeven 
hundred men that landed under the command of Major- 
General Saiſſan, a native of Languedoc. He likewiſe made 
himſelf maſter of the town and caſtle of Ayde; but the 
Duke 
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in the Duke de Roquelaire, who commanded in thoſe 
Parts, the Englith abandoned their conqueſts, and re-em- 
Parked with precipitation. After the battle of Pultowa 


| } ing Auguſtus agreed to a neutrality for Pomerania. 

be King of Sweden continued at Bender; and the Grand 
I 8 Bignor intereſted himſelf ſo much in behalf of that prince, 
3 1 to declare war againſt the Emperor of Ruſſia. Hoſtili- 
es were carried on between the Swedith and Daniſh fleets 
ah various ſucceſs. The malcontents in Hungary ſu- 
W—ſined repeated loſſes during the ſummer ; but they were 
encouraged to maintain the war by the rupture between 
the Ottoman Porte and Ruſſia. They were flattered with 

hopes of auxiliaries from the Turks; and expected engi- 
veers and money from the French monarch. 

= ({ XVIL In England, the effects of thoſe intrigues 
which had been formed againſt the Whig miniſters began 
| 1 0 appear. The trial of Sacheverel had excited a popular 
= pirit of averſion to' thoſe who favoured the difſenters. 


From all parts of the kingdom addreſſes were preſented to 


dhe Queen, cenſuring all reſiſtance as a rebellious doArine, 


bounded upon antimonarchical and republican principles. 


At the ſame time counter addreſſes were procured by th 


P bigs, extolling the Revolution, and magnifying the con- 


E duct of the preſent parliament, The Queen began to ex- 


WEpreſs her attachment to the Tories, by mortifying the 


Duke of Marlborough. Upon the death of the Earl of 
1 - Eſſex ſhe wrote to the General, defiring that the regi- 
9 ment which had been commanded by that 88 
BS # ſhould be given to Mr. Hill, brother to Mrs. Maſham, who 


We friendſhip, and was in effect the ſource of this political 
WE cvolution, The Duke repreſented to her Majeſty, in 
berſon, the prejudice that would redound to the ſervice 
4 E ww the promotion of ſuch a young officer over the heads 
cf a great many brave men, who had exhibited repeated 
Þ rrook; of valour and capacity. He expoſtulated with his 
ſovereign 
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She Czar of Muſcovy reduced all Livonia; but he and 


| 5 bad ſupplanted the Ducheſs of Marlborough in the Queen's 


175 


Duke de Noailles advancing with a body of forces to C HAP. 


X. 


— evan} 


171. 


6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


B O 0 K ſovereign on this extraordinary mark of partial regard vu letter 
the brother of Mrs. Maſham, which he could not help co. tional 
1710. ſidering as a declaration againſt himſelf and his family, . cham 
| who had ſo much cauſe to complain of that lady's malic. mel 
and ingratitude. To this remonſtrance the Queen made 1 Torie 

other reply, but that he would do well to confult his friend, . with 
'The Earl of Godolphin enforced his friend's arguments, . rough 
though without effect; and the Duke retired in diſguſt ts ET his o 

Windſor. The Queen appeared at council without takin | poſt | 

the leaſt notice of his abſence, which did not fail to alam WRT Lord 
the whole Whig faction. Several noblemen ventured vo « * 
ſpeak to her Majeſty on the ſubject, and explain the hi cus: 
conſequences of difobliging a man who had done ſuch eni- from 
nent ſervices to the nation. She told them his fervics Ws kept i 
were {till freſh in her memory; and that ſhe retained i don th 
her former kindneſs for his perſon. Hearing, however, WR glad t 
that a popular clamour was raiſed, and that the Houſe dt whole 
Commons intended to paſs ſome votes that would be di. The | 
agreeable to her and her new counſellors, ſhe ordered the WW prejuc 

Earl of Godolphin to write to the Duke, to difpoſe of the from 
regiment as he ſhould think proper, and return to tow States 
immediately. Before he received this intimation he hd Their 
ſent a letter to the Queen, deſiring ſhe would permit hm Wi ” in wil 
to retire from buſineſs. In anſwer to this petition, ſhe altera 
aſſured him his ſuſpicions were groundleſs, and infltel BR them 
upon his coming to council. The Ducheſs demanded a WIRE Marit 
audience of her Majeſty, on pretence of vindicating her 21 In the 
own charaQter from ſome aſperſions. She hoped to wal = of his 
upon the Queen's tenderneſs, and retrieve the influence WW to thi 
| ſhe had loſt. She proteſted, argued, wept, and gp Fiche 
© | | cated : but the Queen was too well pleaſed with her 0 Was d 
$ deliverance from the tyranny of the other's friendihip, v WE Some 
incur ſuch ſlavery for the future. All the humiliation of Duke 
the Ducheſs ſerved only to render herſelf the more co ham; 
8 temptible. The Queen heard her without exhibiting be office 
j leaſt ſign of emotion, and all ſhe would vouchſafe, us?! 1 Chan 
repetition of theſe words, You deſired no anſwer, and in co! 
« you ſhall have none: alluding to an expreſſicn AY court 
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tional mortiſication to the miniſtry, the office of lord- 


| | | chamberlain was transferred from the Duke of Kent to 
| 5 | the Duke of Shrewſbury, who had lately voted with the 


Tories, and maintained an intimacy of correſpondence 


: with Mr. Harley. The intereſt of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough was not even ſufficient to prevent the diſmiſſion of 


bis own ſon-in-law, the Earl of Sunderland, from the 
WE poſt of ſecretary of ſtate, in which he was ſucceeded by 
Lord Dartmouth. 

= 6 XVIII. The Queen Was generally applauded for 


WE thus aſſerting her juſt prerogative, and ſetting hetſelf free 
from an arbitrary cabal, by which ſhe had been ſo long 
WT kept in dependence. The Duke of Beaufort went to court | 
on this occaſion, and told her Majeſty, he was extremely 

EZ glad that he could now ſalute her Queen in reality. The 
; A whole Whig party were juſtly alarmed at theſe alterations. 
WT The directors of the bank repreſented to her Majeſty the 
== prejudice that would undoubtedly accrue to public credit 
from a change of the miniſtry. The Emperor and the 
States General interpoſed in this domeſtic revolution. 
WE Their minifters at London preſented memorials, explaining 
in what manner foreign affairs would be influenced by an 
= alteration in the Britiſh miniſtry. The Queen aſſured 
them, that, whatever changes might be made, the Duke of 
Marlborough ſhould be continued in his employments. 
In the month of Auguſt the Earl of Godolphin was diveſted 
ol his office, and the Treaſury put in commiſſion, ſubjected 
to the direction of Harley, appointed chancellor of the 
Fuachequer and under- treaſurer. The Earl of Rocheſter 
woas declared preſident of the council, in the room of Lord 
Somers: the ſtaff of lord-ſteward being taken from the 
Duke of Devonſhire, was given to the Duke of Bucking- 
bam; and Mr. Boyle was removed from the ſecretary's 
34 office, to make way for Mr. Henry St. John. The Lord- 
Þ Chancellor having reſigned the great ſeal, it was firſt put 
E-- in commiſſion, and afterwards given to Sir Simon Har- 
court. The Earl of Wharton ſurrendered his commiſſion 
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deetter ſhe had received from the ducheſs. As an a ddi- CH A p. 
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BOOK of lord-lieutenant of Ireland, which the Queen conferred 
3 on the Duke of Ormond. The Earl of Orford withdrew 
1710. Himſelf from the board of Admiralty; and Mr. George 
Granville was appointed ſecretary of war, in the room of 
Mr. Robert Walpole. The command of the forces in 
Portugal was beſtowed upon the Earl of Portmore: the 
Duke of Hamilton was appointed lord - lieutenant of the 
county palatine of Lancaſter. In a word, there was not 
one Whig left in any office of ſtate, except the Duke of 
Marlborough, who would have renounced his command, 
had not he been earneſtly diſſuaded by his particular friends 
from taking ſuch a ſtep as might have been prejudicial to 
the intereſt of the nation. 'That the triumph of the Tories 
might be complete, the Queen diſſolved the Whig par- 
liament, after ſuch precautions were taken as could not 
fail to influence the new election in favour of the other 
arty. „ 
y XIX. To this end nothing ſo effectually contributed 
as did the trial of Sacheverel, who was uſed as an inſtru- 
ment and tool to wind and turn the paſſions of the vulgar. 
Having been preſented to a benefice in North-Wales, he 
went in proceſſion to that country, with all the pomp and 
magnificence of a ſovereign prince. He was ſumptu- 
ouſly entertained by the univerſity of Oxford, and different 
noblemen, who, while they worſhipped him as the idol of 
their faction, could not help deſpiſing the object of their 
adoration. He was received in ſeveral towns by the ma- 
giſtrates of the corporation in their formalities, and often 
attended by a body of a thouſand horſe. At Bridgenorth 
he was met by Mr. Creſwell, at the head of four thouſand 
horſe, and the like number of perſons on foot, wearing 
white knots edged with gold, and three leaves of gilt 
laurel in their hats. The hedges were for two miles 
dreſſed with garlands of flowers, and lined with people; 
and the ſteeples covered with ſtreamers, flags, and colours. 
Nothing was heard but the cry of © the church and Dr. 
* Hacheverel.” The clergy were actuated by a ſpirit of 
enthuſiaſm, which ſeemed to ſpread like a contagion 
45 | through 
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through all ranks and degrees of people, and had ſuch C T5 P. | 

effect upon the elections for the new parliament, that very 
few were returned as members but ſuch as had diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by their zeal againſt the Whig adminiſtration. 
Now the Queen had the pleaſure to ſee all the offices of 
ſtate, the lieutenancy of London, the management of 
corporations, and the direction of both Houſes of parlia- 
ment in the hands of the Tories. When theſe met on 
the twenty-fifth day of November, Mr. Bromley was 
choſen ſpeaker without oppoſition. The Queen, in her 
ſpeech, recommended the proſecution of the war with 
vigour, eſpecially in Spam. She declared herſelf refolved 
to ſupport the church of England; to preſerve the Brittth 
conſtitution according to the union; to maintain the in- 
dulgence by law allowed to ſcrupulous conſciences; and 

to employ none but ſuch as were heartily attached to the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover. The Lords, 
in their addreſs, promiſed to concur in all reaſonable mea- 
ſures towards procuring an honourable peace. The Com- 
mons were more warm and hearty in their aſſurances, 
exhorting her Majeſty to diſcountenance all ſuch princi- 
ples and meaſures as had lately threatened her royal crown 
and dignity; meaſures, which, whenever they might pre- 
vail, would prove fatal to the whole conſtitution, both in 
church and ſtate. After this declaration they proceeded 
to conſider the eſtimates, and chearfully granted the ſup- 
_ plies for the enſuing year, part of which was raiſed by two 
lotteries. In the Houſe of Peers, the Earl of Scarborough 
moved that the thanks of the Houſe ſhould be returned 
to the Duke of Marlborough ; but the Duke of Argyle 
made ſome objections to the motion, and the general's 
friends, dreading the conſequence of putting the queſtion, 
poſtponed the conſideration of this propoſal until the Duke 
{hould return from the continent. The Earl of Peter- 
borough was appointed ambaſſador extraordinary to the 
Imperial court: the Earl of Rivers was ſent in the ſame 
quality to Hanover; Mr. Richard Hill was nominated 
envoy extraordinary to the United Provinces, as well as 
— 2 2 
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to the council of ſtate appointed for the government of the 
Spaniſh Netherlands, m the room of Lieutenant-General 
Cadogan. Meredith, Macartney, and Honeywood were 
deprived of their regiments, becauſe in their cups they 


had drunk confuſion to the enemies of the Duke of Marl- 
borough. 


XX. This nobleman arrived in England towards the 
latter end of December. He conferred about half an hour 
in private with the Queen, and next morning aſſiſted at a 
committee of the privy-council. Her Majeſty gave him 
to underſtand that he needed not to expect the thanks of 


the parliament as formerly; and told him ſne hoped he 
would hve well with her miniſters. He exprefſed no re- 


ſentment at the alterations which had been made; but re- 


folved to acquieſce in the Queen's pleaſure, and retain the 


command of the army on her own terms. On the ſecond 
day of January, the Queen ſent a meſſage to both Houſes, 
intimating that there had been an action in Spain to the 
diſadvantage of King Charles; that the damage having 
fallen particularly on the Englith torces, ſhe had given di- 
tections for ſending and procuring troops to repair the 
toſs, and hoped the parliament would approve her conduct. 
Both Houſes ſeiſed this opportunity of venting their ſpleen 
againſt the old miniſtry. The hiſtory of England is diſ- 
2 by the violent conduct of two turbulent factions, 
which, in their turn, engroſſed the adminiſtration and legiſ- 
lative power. The parliamentary ſtrain was quite altered. 


One can hardly conceive how reſolutions ſo widely differ- 
ent could be taken on the ſame ſubject, with any ſhadow of 


reaſon and decorum. Marlborough, who but a few 
months before had been ſo highly extolled and careſſed by 
the repreſentatives of the people, was now become the 
object of parliamentary hatred and cenſure, though no 


ſenſible alteration had happened in his conduct or ſucceſs. 
That hero, who had retrieved the glory of the Britiſn arms, 


won ſo many battles, ſubdued ſuch a number of towns 
and diſtricts, humbled” the pride, and checked the am- 
bition of France, ſecured the liberty of Europe; and, 45 

it 
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it were, chained victory to his chariot wheels ; was in a C 8 5 p. 
few weeks dwindled into an object of contempt and deriſi A, 


on. He was ridiculed in publick libels, and revited in 
rivate converſation. Inſtances were every where repeated 
of his fraud, avarice, and extortion ; his inſolence, cruelty, 
ambition, and miſconduct: even his courage was called in 
queſtion 3 and this conſummate general was repreſented 
as the loweſt of mankind. So unſtable is the popularity 
of every character that fluctuates between two opponee 
tides of faction. 
XXI. The Lords, in their anſwer to thi Queen's mef- 
ſage, declared, that as the misfortune in Spain might have 
been occaſioned by ſome preceding miſmanagement, they 


would uſe their utmoſt endeavours to diſcover it, ſo as to 


prevent the like for the future. 'They ſet on foot an 
enquiry concerning the affairs of Spain; and the Earl of 
Peterborough being examined before the committee, im- 
puted all the miſcarriages in the courſe of that war to the 


Fart of Galway and General Stanhope. Notwithſtanding 


the defence of Galway, which was clear and convincing, 
the Houſe reſolved, That the Earl of Peterborough had 
given a faithful and honourable account of the councils 
of war in Valencia : That the Earl of Galway, Lord 
Tyrawley, and General Stanhope, in advifing an offen- 
five war, had been the unhappy occaſion of the battle at 
Almanza, the ſource of our misfortunes in Spain, and one 
great cauſe. of the diſappointment from the expedition to 
Toulon, concerted with her Majeſty. They voted, That 


the proſecution of an offenſive war in Spain was approved 


and directed by the miniſters, who were, therefore, juſtly 
blameable, as having contributed to all our misfortunes 
in Spain, and to the diſappointment of the expedition 
againſt Toulon: That the Earl of Peterborough, during 
his command in Spain, had pertormed many great and 
eminent ſervices ; and, if his opinion had been followed, 


it might have prevented the misfortunes that enſued. Then 


the Duke of Buckingham moved, That the thanks of the 
Houſe ſhould be given to the Earl, for his remarkable and 
eminent 
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BOOK eminent ſervices ; and theſe he actually received from the 
6 mouth of the Lord-Keeper Harcourt, who took this oppor- 
1710. tunity to drop ſome oblique reflexions upon the merce- 
nary diſpoſition of the Duke of Marlborough. The Houſe 
proceeding in the enquiry, paſſed another vote, importing, 

That the late miniſtry had been negligent in managing the 

Spaniſh war, to the great prejudice of the nation. Find. 

Ing that the Portugueſe troops were poſted on the right of 

the Engliſh at the battle of Almanza, they reſolved, that 

the Earl of Galway, in yielding this point, had acted con- 

þ trary to the honour of the imperial crown of Great-Britain. 
| Theſe reſolutions they included in an addreſs to the Queen, 
who had been preſent during the debates, which were ex- 
tremely violent; and to every ſeparate vote was attached a 
ſevere proteſt. 'Theſe were not the proceedings of candour 
ö and national juſtice, but the ebullitions of party zeal and 
| rancorous animoſity. 
5 XXII. While the Lords were employed in this en- 

quiry, the Commons examined certain abuſes which had 

crept into the management of the navy; and ſome cen- 

ſures were paſſed upon certain perſons concerned in con- 
| tracts for victualling the ſeamen. The inhabitants of St, 
| Olave's and other pariſhes preſented a petition, complain- 
| Ing that a great number of Palatines inhabiting one houſe 
23 might produce among them a contagious diſtemper; and 
| in time become a charge to the publick, as they were 
. deſtitute of all viſible means of ſubſiſtence. This petition 
had been procured by the Tories, that the Houſe of Com- 
mons might have another handle ſor attacking the late 

- miniſtry. A committee was appointed to enquire upon 
what invitation or encouragement thoſe Palatines had 
come to England. The papers relating to this affair being 
laid before them by the Queen's order, and peruſed, the 
Houſe reſolved, That the inviting and bringing over the 
poor Palatines of all religions, at the publick expenſe, 
was an extravagant and unreaſonable charge to the king- 
dom, and a ſcandalous mifapplication of the publick 


money, tending t to the increaſe and oppreſlion of the poor, 
an 


A N N E. 


183 


and of dangerous conſequence to the conſtitution in church C 5 P. 
and ſtate; and, That whoever adviſed their being brought 


over was an enemy to the Queen and kingdom. Ani- 
mated by the heat of this enquiry, they paſſed the bill to 
repeal the act for a general naturalization of all proteſtants: 
but this was rejected in the Houſe of Lords. Another 
| hill was enacted into a law, importing, That no perſon 
ſhould be deemed qualified for repreſenting a county in 
parliament, unleſs he poſſeſſed an eſtate of ſix hundred 
pounds a-year 3 and reſtricting the qualification of burgeſs 
to half that ſum. The deſign of this bill was to exclude 
trading people from the Houſe of Commons, and to lodge 


| the legiſlative power with the land-holders. A third act 


paſſed, permitting the importation of French wine in neu- 
tral bottoms 3 a bill againſt which the Whigs loudly ex- 


claimed, as a national evil, and a ſcandalous compliment 


* 


to the enemy. e 
XXIII. A violent party in the Houſe of Commons be- 


gan to look upon Harley as a lukewarm Tory, becauſe he 
would not enter precipitately into all their factious meaſures : 
they even began to ſuſpect his principles, when his credit was 


re-eſtabliſhed by a very ſingular accident. Guiſcard, the 
French partiſan, of whom mention hath already been made, 


thought himſelf very ill rewarded for his ſervices, with a 
precarious penſion of four hundred pounds, which he en- 


joyed from the Queen's bounty. He had been renounced 
by St. John the former companion of his pleaſures: he 
had in vain endeavoured to obtain an audience of the 
Queen, with a view to demand more conſiderable appoint- 
ments. Harley was his enemy, and all acceſs to her Ma- 


jeſty was denied. Enraged at theſe diſappointments, he 


attempted to make his peace with the court of France, 
and offered his ſervices, in a letter to one Moreau, a 


banker, in Paris. This packet, which he endeavoured to 


tranſmit by the way of Portugal, was intercepted, and a 
warrant iſſued out to apprehend him for high-treaſon. 
When the meſſenger diſarmed him in St. James's park, 
he exhibited marks of guilty confuſion and deſpair, and 


begged 
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bis reach, he ſtepped up to Mr. Harley, and exclaiming, 


members followed his example, and wounded Guiſcard in 
ſeveral places. Yet he made a deſperate defence, until he 
vas overpowered by the meſſengers and ſervants, and con- 


caſioned by the bruiſes he had ſuſtained. This attempt 


integrity. The two Houſes of parhament, in an addreſs 
to the Queen, declard their belief, that Mr. Harley's 


drawn upon him the hatred of all the abettors of popery 


againſt papiſts, When Harley appeared in the Houſe of 
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begged that he would kill him directiy. Being conveyed Common 
to the cockpit, in a ſort of frenzy, he perceived a pen. it by the 


knife lying upon a table, and took it up without being 

perceived by the attendants. A committee of council upon the 

was immediately ſummoned, and Guiſcard brought before out bene 
them to be examined. Finding that his correſpondence with Harley be 


Moreau was diſcovered, he deſired to ſpeak in private with | more, an 
Secretary ot. John, whom, m all probability, he had re- tient tat] 
ſolved to aſſaſſinate. His requeſt being refuſed, he ſaid, IM fperity, | 
6 That's hard ! not one word!” St. John being out of the ſupre 


« Have at thee, then!“ ſtabbed him in the breaſt with the 
penknife which he had concealed. The inſtrument broke 
upon the bone, without penetrating into the cavity; never- 
theleſs, he repeated the blow with ſuch force, that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer fell to the ground. Secretary 
St. John, ſeeing him fall, cried out, © The villain has 
« killed Mr. Harley!“ and drew his ſword. Several other 
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veyed from the council-chamber, which he had filled with 
terrour, tumult, and confuſion. His wounds, though dan- 
gerous, were not mortal ; but he died of a gangrene oc- 


upon the life of Harley, by a perſon who wanted to eſta- 
bliſh a traiterous correſpondence with France, extinguiſhed 
the ſuſpicions of thoſe who began to doubt that miniſter's 


fidelity to her Majeſty, and zeal for her ſervice, had 


and faction. They befought her Majeſty to take all poſ- 
fible care of her ſacred perſon; and, for that purpoſe, to 
give directions for cauſing papiſts to be removed from the 
cities of London and Weſtminſter. A proclamation was 
publiſhed, ordering the laws to be ſtrictly put in execution 


Commons 


0 
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commons after his recovery, he was congratulated upon 
it by the Speaker, ; in a florid and fulſome premeditated 
| ſpeech. An ack was paſſed, decreeing, That an attempt 
upon the life of a privy-counſellor ſhould be felony with- 
out benefit of clergy. The Earl of Rocheſter dying, 
Harley became ſole miniſter, was created baron of Wig- 
more, and raiſed to the rank of earl, by the noble and an- 
tient titles of Oxford and Mortimer: to crown his pro- 
ſperity, he was appointed lord-treafurer, and veſted with 
the ſupreme adminiſtration of affairs. 185 

( XXIV. The Commons empowered certain perſans 
to examine all the grants made by King William, and re. 
port the value of them, as well as the conſiderations upon 
which they were made. Upon their report a bill was 


ſormed, and paſſed that Houſe; but the Lords rejected it 


at the firſt reading. Their next ſtep was to examine the 
publick accounts, with a view to fix an imputation on the 
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Earl of Godolphin. They voted, That above five-and. 


thirty millions of the money granted by parliament remained 


unaccounted for. This ſum, however, included ſome ac- 


counts in the reigns of King Charles and King William. 


One half of the whole was charged to Mr. Bridges, the 
paymaſter, who had actually accounted for all the money 
he had received, except about three millions, though theſe 

accounts had not paſſed through the auditor's office. The 


Commons afterwards proceeded to enquire into the debts 
of the navy, that exceeded five millions, which, with many 


other debts, were thrown into one ſtock, amounting to nine 
millions four hundred and ſeventy-one thouſand three 
hundred and twenty-five pounds. A fund was formed for 
paying an intereſt or annuity of ſix per cent. until the 
principal ſhould be diſcharged ; and with this was granted 
a monopoly of a projected trade to the South-Sea, veſted 
n the proprietors of navy-bills, debentures, and other 


publick ſecurities, which were incorporated for this pur- 


poſe. Such was the origin of the South-Sea company, 
founded upon a chimerical ſuppoſition, that the Englith 
would be permitted to trade upon the coaſt of Peru in the 

Welt- 
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Weſt-Indies. Perhaps the new miniftry hoped to 


, tain this permiſſion, as an equivalent for their abando 


0h. 


ning 


the intereſt of King Charles, with reſpect to his preten- 


ſions upon Spain. By this time the Emperor Joſeph 
died of the ſmall-pox without male iſſue; ſo that his 


had 


bro- 


ther's immediate aim was to ſucceed him on the Imperial 
throne. This event was, on the twentieth day of April 
communicated by a meſſage from the Queen to both 


Houſes. She told them, that the States-General had 
curred with her in a-reſolution to ſupport the Houſe of 
Auſtria; and that they had already taken ſuch meaſure 


as would ſecure the election of Charles as head of the 
pire. £1 Fol | | 


Con- 


em- 


XXV. The Houſe of Commons, in order to demon- 
ſtrate their attachment to the church, in conſequence of 
an addreſs from the lower houſe of convocation, and a 
quickening meſſage from the Queen, paſſed a bill for build. 
ing fifty new churches in the ſuburbs of London and Wet. 


minſter, and appropriated for this purpoſe the duty upon 


coals, which had been granted for the building of St. 
Paul's, now finiſhed. This impoſition was continued 


until it ſhould raiſe the ſum of three hundred and 


fifty 


thouſand pounds. At the cloſe of the ſeſſion, the Com- 
mons preſented a remonſtrance or repreſentation to the 


Queen, in which they told her, that they had not 


only 


raiſed the neceſſary ſupplies, but alſo diſcharged the heavy 
debts of which the nation had ſo long and juſtly com- 
plained. They faid, that, in tracing the cauſes of this 


debt, they had difcovered fraud, embezzlement, and 


mil- 


application of the publick money: that they who of late 


years had the management of the Treaſury were guilty of 


a notorious breach of truſt and injuſtice to the nation, in 
allowing above thirty millions to remain unaccounted for; 
a purpoſed omiſſion that looked like a deſign to conceal 


embezzlements. They begged her Majeſty would 


give 


immediate directions for compelling the ſeveral impreſt ac- 


their hope, that ſuch of the accountants as had neg! 


. countants ſpeedily to paſs their accounts. They cxpreſſed 
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their duty in proſecuting their accounts ought no longer C 1 2 P. 
to be entruſted with the publick money. They affirmed, 
that from all theſe evil practices and worſe deſigns of ſome 1911. 
perſons, who had, by falſe profeſſions of love to their coun- 
try, inſinuated themſelves into her royal favour, irrepara- 
ble miſchief would have accrued to the publick, had not 
ber Majeſty, in her great wiſdom, ſeaſonably diſcovered 
the fatal tendency of ſuch meaſures, and removed from the 
| adminiſtration. thoſe who had ſo ill anſwered her Majeſty's 
favourable opinion, and in fo many inſtances groſly abuſed 
the truſt repoſed in them. They obſerved, that her people 
could with greater patience have ſuffered the manifold 
injuries done to themſelves, by the frauds and depredations 
| of ſuch evil miniſters, had not the ſame men proceeded to 
treat her ſacred perſon with undutifulneſs and diſregard. 
This repreſentation being circulated through the kingdom, 
| produced the deſired effect of inflaming the minds of the 
people againſt the late miniſtry. Such expedients were 
| become neceſſary for the execution of Oxford's project, 
which was to put a ſpeedy end to a war that had already 
ſubjected the people to grievous oppreſſion, and even 
| accumulated heavy burthens to be tranſmitted to their 
poſterity. The nation was inſpired by extravagant ideas 
of glory and conqueſt, even to a rage of war- making; fo 
that the new miniſters, in order to diſpel thoſe dangerous 
chimeras, were obliged to take meaſures for exciting their 
indignation and contempt againſt thoſe perſons whom they 
nad formerly idolifed as their heroes and patriots. On the 
twelfth day of June, the Queen having given the royal 
alent to ſeveral publick and private bills, made an affec- 
tlonate ſpeech to both Houſes. She thanked the Com- 
mons, in the warmeſt expreſſions, for having complied 
with all her defires ; for having baffled the expectatious of 
her enemies in finding ſupplies for the ſervice of the en- 
ſuing year; in having granted greater ſums than were ever 
_ given to any prince in one ſeſſion ; and in having ſettled | 
funds for the payment of the publick debts, ſo that the 
credit of the nation was reſtored. She expreſſed her earneſt 
Concern 
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with the new parliament, the lower houfe choſe Dr. 


attached to Tory principles, and intimately connec 


_ archbiſhop, ſignified her hope, that the conſultations of 
the clergy might be of uſe to repreſs the attempts of Jooſe 
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concern for the ſucceſſion of the houſe of Hanover; and 
her fixed reſolution to ſupport and encourage the church gf 
England as by law eſtabliſhed. - Then the „ Was 
prorogued. | 

$ XYVI. Of the convocation which was aſlembleq 


Atterbury their prolocutor. He was an enterpriſing ec. 
cleſiaſtick, of extenſive learning, acute talents, violently 


with the prime miniſter, Oxford; ſo that he directed al 


the proceedings in the lower houſe of convocation, in 
concert with that miniſter. 'The Queen, in a letter to the 


and profane perſons. She ſent a licenſe under the broad 


feal, empowering them to fit and do bufineſs in as ample XX 
a manner as ever had been granted fince the reformation, ſuperſede 
They were ordered to lay before the Queen an account of the army 
the exceſſive growth of infidelity and hereſy, as well as of without 
other abuſes, that neceſſary meaſures might be taken for He, ther. 
a re{ormation. The biſhops were purpoſely flighted and BW) after 
overlooked, becauſe they had lived in harmony with the upon the 
late miniſters. A committee being appointed to draw up ferred wi 
a repreſentation of the preſent. ſtate of the church and re- of the ca 
gion, Atterbury undertook the taſk, and compoſed a re- the army 
monſtrance that contained the moſt Kane and ſevere ſtric- Mareſcha 
tures upon the adminiſtration, as it had been exerciſed the neig] 
lince the time of the Revolution. Another was penned | by this ti 
by the biſhops in more moderate terms; and ſeveral regu- dom; ye 
lations were made, but in none of theſe did the two upriſing 
Houſes agree. They concurred, however, in cenfurinz etreme 
ſome tenets favouring Arianiſm, broached and ſupported their ſoy 
by Mr. Whiſton, mathematical profeſſor in Cambridge. pride and 
| He had been expelled the univerſity, and wrote a vind- poſitio 
cation of himſelf, dedicated to the convocation. The WW {ented to 
archbiſhop doubted whether this aſſembly could proceet but all tl 
againſt a man for hereſy : the judges were conſulted, and would ha 
ug majority of them gave in their opinion, that the co! kingdom 
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cation had a juriſdiction. Four of them profeſſed the C H A b. 


Contrary ſentiment, which they maintained from the 
latutes made at the reformation. The Queen, in a letter 
s the biſhops, ſaid, that as there was now no doubt of 
their juriſdiction, ſhe expected they would proceed in the 
matter before them. Freſh ſcruples ariſing, they deter- 
W mined to examine tne book, without proceeding againſt the 
author, and this was cenſured accordingly. An extrack 
of the ſentence was ſent to the Queen ; but ſhe did not 
ſignify her pleaſure on this ſubject, and the affair remained 
in ſuſpenſe. Whiſton publiſhed a work in four volumes, 
juſtifying his doctrine, and maintaining that the apoſto- 
heal conſtitutions were not only canonical, but alſo 
preferable in point of authority to the epiſtles and the 
oſpel. Ke 
: (XXVIL, The new miniſtry had not yet determined to 
ſuperſede the Duke of Marlborough in the command of 
the army. This was a ſtep which could not be taken 
without giving umbrage to the Dutch and other allies. 
He, therefore, ſet out for Holland in the month of Febru- 
ary, after the Queen had aſſured him, that he might depend 
upon the punctual payment of the forces. Having con- 
ferred with the deputies of the States about the operations 


the army at Orchies, between Liſle and Douay; while 
Mareſchal de Villars drew together the French troops in 
the neighbourhood of Cambray and Arras. Louis had 


dom; yet his ſubjects fill flocked to his ſtandard with 
ſurpriſing ſpirit and attachment. Under the preſſure of 
[extreme miſery they uttered not one complaint of 
their ſovereign ; but imputed all their calamities to the 
pride and obſtinacy of the allies. Excluſive of all the other 
[ impoſitions that were laid upon that people, they con- 
lented to pay the tenth penny of their whole ſubſtance : 
but all their efforts of loyalty and affection to their prince 
would have been ineffectual, had not the merchants of the 
kingdom, by the permiſſion of Philip, undertaken 
repeated 


| of the campaign, he, about the middle of April, aſſembled 


by this time depopulated as well as impoveriſhed his king- 
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repeated voyages to the South-Sea, from whence they brought 
home immenſe treaſures; while the allies took no ſteps for 


intercepting theſe ſupplies, though nothing could have 


been more eaſy for the Engliſh than to deprive the eneny 


proper to impoſe. 


of this great reſource, and convert it to their own ad- 
vantage. Had a ſquadron of ſhips been annually employed 
for this purpoſe, the ſubjects of France and Spain muſt 
have been literally ſtarved, and Louis obliged to ſubmit 
to ſuch terms as 'the confederates might have thought 
Villars had found means to aſſemble a 
very numerous army, with which he encamped behind the 
river Sanſet, in ſuch an advantageous poſt as could not be 
attacked with any proſpect of ſucceſs. Mean while the 


Duke of Marlborough paſſed the Scarpe, and formed his I 
camp between Douay and Bouchain, where he was joined 


by Prince Eugene on the twenty-third day of May. This 
general, however, did not long remain in the Netherlands, 


Underſtanding that detachments had been made from the 


army of Villars to the Rhine, and that the Elector of 
Bavaria intended to act in the empire, the Prince, by order 
from the court of Vienna, marched towards the Upper 
Rhine with the Imperial and Palatine troops, to ſecure 
Germany. The Duke of Marlborough repaſling the 
Scarpe, encamped in the plains of Lens, from whence he 
advanced towards Aire, as if he had intended to attack 


the French lines in that quarter. Theſe lines, beginning 


at Bouchain on the Schelde, were continued along the 
Sanſet and the Scarpe to Arras, and thence along the Upper 


Scarpe to Canche. They were defended by redoubts and 
other works, in ſuch a manner, that Villars judged they 


were impregnable, and called them the Ne plus ultra ol 


Marlborough. 1 5 
XXVIII. This nobleman advancing within two 


leagues of the French lines, ordered a great number 0 


faſcines to be made, declaring he would attack them the 
next morning; ſo that Villars drew all his forces on that 
ſide, in full expectation of an engagement. The Duke, 
on the ſuppoſition that the paſſage of the _ by 
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Arleux would be left unguarded, bad ordered the Generals 
"Cadogan and Hompeſch to aſſemble twenty battalions 
and ſeventeen ſquadrons from Douay and the neighbour- 
ng garriſons, to march to Arleux, where they ſhould en- 
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deavour to paſs the Sanſet. Brigadier Sutton was de- 


tached with the artillery and pontoons, to lay bridges over 


the canal near Goulezen, and over the Scarpe at Vitry, 
while the Duke, with the whole confederate army, began 
his march for the ſame place about nine in the evening. 
He proceeded with ſuch expedition, that by five in the morn- 
ing he paſſed the river at Vitry. There he received intelli- 
gence, that Hompeſch had taken poſſeſſion of the paſſes 
on the Sanſet and Schelde without oppoſition, the enemy 
having withdrawn their detachments. from that fide, juſt 
as he had imagined. He himſelf, with his vanguard of 
| fifty ſquadrons, haſtened his march towards Arleux, and 
before eight of the clock arrived at Baca-Bachuel, where 
in two hours he was joined by the heads of the columns 


into which he had divided his infantry. Villars being 


certified of his intention, about two in the morning, de- 
camped with his whole army, and putting himſelf at the 
head of the King's houſehold troops, marched all night with 
ſuch expedition, that about eleven in the ſorenoon he was 
in ſight of the Duke of Marlborough, who had by this 
time joined Count Hompeſch. "The French general im- 
mediately retreated to the main body of his army, which 
had advanced to the high-road between Arras and Cam- 
bray, while the allies encamped upon the Schelde, between 


Oiſy and Eftrun, after a march of ten leagues without 


halting, ſcarce to be paralleled in hiſtory. By this plan, 
ſo happily executed, the Duke of Marlborough fairly out- 
witted Villars, and, without the loſs of one man, en- 


tered the lines which he had pronounced impregnable, 


This ſtroke of the Engliſh general was extolled as a 
maſter-piece of military ſkill, while Villars was expoſed 
to the ridicule even of his own officers. The field de- 
puties of the States-General propoſed that he ſhould give 


battle to the enemy, who paſſed the Schelde at Creve- 


coeur, 
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B a9 K coeur, in order to cover Bouchain : but the Duke would like wit 
bot hazard an engagement, conſidering how much the ral, in 
1711, army was fatigued by the long march; and that any mil. erect r 
fortune, while they continued within the French lines, river, 1 

might be fatal. His intention was to beſiege Bouchain; the ſec 

an enterpriſe that was deemed impracticable, inaſmuch az ſide, a 

the place was ſituated in a moraſs, ſtrongly fortified, and other, 
defended by a numerous garriſon, in the neighbourhood of the 

of an army ſuperior in number to that of the allies, ſkill, 2 
Notwithſtanding theſe diſadvantages, and the difſuaſions lour an 


of his own friends, he reſolved to undertake the ſiege; [carce « 
and, in the mean time, diſpatched Brigadier Sutton to any 
England, with an account of his having paſled the French of Bot 
lines; which was not at all agreeable to his enemies. They opened 
had prognoſticated that nothing would be done during priſone 
this campaign, and began to inſinuate that the Duke exploit 
could ſtrike no ſtroke of importance without the aſſiſtance breache 
of Prince Eugene. They now endeavoured to leſſen the oppolite 
glory of his ſucceſs 3 and even taxed him with having VILE. FP 
removed his camp from a convenient ſituation to a place a hand 
where the troops were in danger of ſtarving. Nothing none 
| could be more provoking than this ſcandalous maleve- of the S 
| lence to a great man who had done ſo much honour to 1 DEFY 
| his country, and was then actually x a his life in her Limbur 
ſervice. Hainau 
0 | XXX. On the with day of Auguſt, Bouechaid was conquel 
1 : inveſted, and the Duke of Marlborough exerted himſelf WAY t 
Wi | to the utmoſt extent of his vigilance and capacity, well dos We 


| Knowing the difficultics of the undertaking, and how much il © 2 
l his reputation would depend upon his ſucceſs. Villars eien 
| i had taken every precaution that his {kill and experience FAV 
could ſuggeſt, to baffle the endeavours of the Engliſh 3 11 
þ general. He had re-enforced the garriſon to the number of hay : 
1 ſix thouſand choſen men, commanded by officers of Kno 105 ws, 
ia courage and ability. He made ſome. efforts to raiſc the 5 3 
HJ | ſiege; but they were rendered ineffectual by the conſum- b 


mate prudence and activity of the Duke of e 


Then he laid a ſcheme for ſurpriſing Douay, u. 
| Ly 2 like: 5 


diſtreſs ! 
Vor.. 
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likewiſe ien If we conſider that the Engliſh gene- C HAP. 


ral, in the execution of his plan, was obliged to form lines, 
erect regular forts, raiſe. batteries, throw bridges over a 
river, make a cauſeway through a deep moraſs, provide for 


the ſecurity of convoys againſt a numerous army on one 


fide, and the garriſons of Conde and Valenciennes on the 
other, we mult. allow this was the boldeſt enterpriſe 
of the whole war; that it required all the fortitude, 
ſkill, and reſolution of a great general, and all the va- 
lour and intrepidity of the confederate troops, who had 


ſcarce ever exhibited ſuch amazing proofs of courage upon. 


any other occafion as they now diſplayed at the ſiege 
of Bouchain. In twenty days after the trenches were 
opened, the garriſon were obliged to ſurrender themſelves 
priſoners of war; and this conqueſt was the laſt military 
exploit performed by the Duke of Marlborough : the 
breaches of Bouchain were no ſooner repaired than the 
oppoſite armies began to ſeparate, and the allied forces 


were quartered in the frontier towns, that they might be - 
at hand to take the field early in the ſpring. . They were 


now in poſſeſſion of the Maeſe, almoſt as far as the Sambre; 
of the Schelde from Tournay; and of the Lys as far as it 
is navigable. They had reduced Spaniſh Guelderland, 
Limburg, Brabant, Flanders, and the greateſt part of 
Hainault : they were maſters of the Scarpe; and, by the 
conqueſt of Bouchain, they had opened to themiolr es a 
way into the very bowels of France. All theſe acquiſi- 


tions were owing- to the valour and conduct of the Duke 


of Marlborough, who now Teturned to the Hague, and 
| arrived in England about the middle of November. 

XX. The Queen had conferred the command of her 
forces in Spain upon the Duke of Argyle, who was re- 
| called from the ſervice in Flanders for that purpoſe. He 
had long been at variance with the Duke of Marlborough; 


a circumſtance which recommended him the more ſtrongly 


to the miniſtry. He landed at Barcelona on the twenty- 
ninth of May, and found the Britiſh troops in the utmoit 


diſtreſs for want of ſubſiſtence. The Treaſurer had pro- 


Vor. II. 0 miſed 


2711. 
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BOOK miſed to ſupply him liberally; the Commons had granted 


; one million five hundred thouſand pounds for that ſervice, 


, ; off fr. 

1711. All their hopes of ſucceſs were fixed on the campaign in enem) 

that kingdom; and indeed the army commanded by the Fo, 

Duke de Vendome was in ſuch a wretched condition, 1 

that if Staremberg had been properly ſupported by the Pres N 

allies, he might have obtained ſignal advantages. The ack 

Duke of Argyle, having waited in vain for the promiſed Grand 

remittances, was obliged to borrow money on his own :ppeaſ 

credit, before the Britiſh troops could take the field. At f X 

length Staremberg advanced towards the enemy, who a 

attacked him at the paſs of Prato del Rey where they 1 | 

were repulſed with conſiderable damage. After this cholfon 

action the Duke of Argyle was ſeiſed with a violent fever, rarriſor 

and conveyed back to Barcelona. Vendome inveſted the rapolia 

caſtle of Cardona, which was vigorouſly defended till the 5 

end of December, when a detachment being ſent to the * 5 

relief of the place, defeated the beſiegers, killed two thou- pelled ; 

' ſand on the ſpot, and took all their artillery, ammu- rropoſal 

nition, and baggage. Staremberg was unable to follow tranſpor 

the blow; the Duke of Argyle wrote preſſing letters to Wi to Mrs. 

the miniſtry, and loudly complained that he was altogether beginnir 

h unſupported; but all his remonſtrances were ineffeCtual; manded 
| no remittances arrived; and he returned to England England 
i without having been able to attempt any thing of 1mpor- cials; ar 
[h tance. In September, King Charles, leaving his queen can plar 
[1 at Barcelona, ſet fail for Italy, and at Milan had an in- Albany, 
| | | terview with the Duke of Savoy, where all diſputes were the fleet 
0 | compromiſed. That prince had forced his way into firſt tay 
\ | Savoy, and penetrated as far as the Rhine; but he ſud- and 4 
* denly halted in the middle of his career, and after a ſhort with abo, 
[| campaign repaſſed the mountains. Prince Eugene, at tix 1 failed | 
K head of the German forces, protected the Electors at mined, ii 
| 0 Franckfort from the deſigns of the enemy, and Charles was were vie 
by unanimouſly choſen Emperor; the Electors of Cologn and depend 8 


Bavaria having been excluded from voting, becauſe they they houl 
lay under the ban of the empire. The war between thc tempt. . 8 


| d the Muſcovites was of ſhort duration. 
Ottoman Porte an 5 N 


ANN E. 


off from all ſupplies, and altogether in the power of his 
enemy. In this emergency, he found means to corrupt 
the Grand-Viſir in private, while in public he propoſed 
articles of peace that were accepted. The King of Sweden, 


treachery, and that miniſter was actually diſgraced. The 


Grand Signor threatened to renew the war; but he was 


appeaſed by the Czar's ſurrendering Aſoph. 


( XXXI. The Engliſh miniſtry had conceived great 


expectations from an expedition againſt Quebeck and 
Placentia, in North America, planned by Colonel Ni- 
cholſon who had taken poſſeſſion of Nova-Scotia, and 
garriſoned Port-Royal, to which he gave the name of An- 


and repreſented the advantages that would redound to the 
nation, in point of commerce, ſhould the French be ex- 
pelled from North-America. The miniſters reliſned the 
propoſal. A body of five thouſand men was embarked in 
tranſports, under the command of Brigadier Hill, brother 
| to Mrs. Maſham; and they failed from Plymouth in the 
beginning of May, with a ſtrong ſquadron of ſhips com- 
manded by Sir Hovenden Walker. At Boſton in New- 
England, they were joined by two regiments of Provin- 
cls; and about four thouſand men, conſiſting of Ameri- 
can planters, Palatines, and Indians, rendezvouſed at 
Albany, in order to march by land into Canada, while 
the fleet ſailed up the river of that name. On the twenty- 
rſt day of Auguſt, they were expoſed to a violent ſtorm, 


with about eight hundred men. The admiral immediate- 


were victualled for ten weeks only, and they could not 
depend upon a ſupply of proviſions from New-England, 
they ſhould return home, without making any further at- 
tempt. - Such was the iſſue of this paltry expedition, 
| | O 2 entruſted 


who was in the Turkiſh army, charged the Viſir with 


napolis. He had brought four Indian chiefs to England, 


and driven among rocks, where eight tranſports periſhed, 


ly failed back to Spaniſh-River bay, where it was deter- 
mined, in a council of war, that as the fleet and forces 
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The Czar advanced fo far into Moldavia, that he was cut CHAP. 
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B 00 K entruſted to the direction of an officer without talents and fron 
= experience. been 
9 ET. ; XXXII. In the Iriſh parliament held during the furtl 
i ſummer, the Duke of Ormond and the majority of the 8 
J Peers ſupported the Tory- intereſt, while the Commons been 
1 expreſſed the warmeſt attachment to Revolution principles. mini 
| The two Houſes made ſtrenuous repreſentations, and to n 
N paſſed ſevere reſolutions againſt each other. After the teſte, 
* ſeſſion, Sir Conſtantine Phipps, the chancellor, and General had 
4 Ingoldſby, were appointed juſtices in the abſence of the ſtitut 

Duke of Ormond, who returned to England in the month enter 
of November. In Scotland the Jacobites made no ſcruple faCtic 
of profeſſing their principles and attachments to the Pre- woul 
tender. The Ducheſs of Gordon preſented the faculty powe 
of Advocates with a ſilver medal, repreſenting the Chevalier lar c 
de St. George; and on the reverſe the Britiſh iſlands, treat! 
with the motto © Redditte.” After ſome debate, it was thoſe 
voted, by a majority of ſixty-three voices againſt twelve, advar 
that the Ducheſs ſhould be thanked for this token of her Great 
regard. This taſk was performed by Dundaſs of Arni- did n 
ſtoun, who thanked her grace for having preſented them which 
with a medal of their ſovereign lord the King; hoping, of the 
and being confident, that her grace would very ſoon have ſuccel 
an opportunity to compliment the Faculty with a ſecond their 
medal, ſtruck upon the reſtoration of the King and royal Jerſey 
family, upon the finiſhing rebellion, uſurping tyranny, meſlay 
and whiggery. An account of this tranſaction being laid earnel 
before the Queen, the Lord-Advocate was ordered to enquire privat 


into the particulars. Then the Faculty were ſo intimi- dhe ut 
dated that they diſowned Dundaſs, and Horne his accom- propo! 
plice. They pretended that the affair of the medal had which 


been tranſacted by a party at an occaſional meeting, and inſtruc 
not by general conſent ; and by a ſolemn act they declared Gener 
their attachment to the Queen and the proteſtant ſucceſſion. intima 
The court was ſatisfied with this atonement ; but the re- who a 
ident from Hanover having preſented a memorial to the baſſade 
Queen, deſiring that Dundaſs and his aſſociates mighit be miniſt. 
connes 


proſecuted, the government removed Sir David Dalrymp- 
| from 
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from his office of lord advocate, on pretence of his having © =. P. 
been too remiſs in proſecuting thoſe delinquents; and o 


further enquiry was made into the affair, 

g XXXIII. For ſome time a negociation for peace had 
been carried on between the court of France and the new 
miniſters, who had a double aim in this meaſure; namely, 
to mortify the Whigs and the Dutch, whom they de- 
teſted, and to free their country from a ruinous war, which 
had all the appearance of becoming habitual to the con- 
ſtitution. They foreſaw the riſque they would run by 
entering into ſuch meaſures, ſhould ever the oppoſite 
faction regain the aſcendancy; they knew the Whigs 
would employ all their art and influence, which was very 
powerful, in obſtructing the peace, and in raiſing a popu- 
lar clamour againſt the treaty. But their motives for 
treating were ſuch as prompted them to undervalue all 
thoſe difficulties and dangers. They hoped to obtain ſuch 
advantages in point of commerce for the ſubjects of 
Great-Britain, as would ſilence all detraction. They 
did not doubt of being able to maintain the ſuperiority 
which they had acquired in parliament; and perhaps ſome 
of them cheriſhed views in favour of the Pretender, whoſe 


ſucceſſion to the crown would have effeCtually eſtabliſhed 


their dominion over the oppoſite party. The Earl of 
Jerſey, who aCted in concert with Oxford, ſent a private 


meſſage to the court of France, importing the Queen's 


earneſt deſire of peace, repreſenting the impoſſibility of a 


private negociation, as the miniſtry was obliged to act with 


the utmoſt circumſpection, and deſiring that Louis would 
propoſe to the Dutch a renewal of the conferences, in 
which cafe the Engliſh plenipotentiaries ſhould have ſuch 
inſtructions, that it would be impoſſible for the States- 
General to prevent the concluſion of the treaty. This 
intimation was delivered by one Gualtier, an obſcure prieſt, 


who acted as chaplain to Count Gallas, the Imperial am- 


baſſador, and had been employed as a ſpy by the French 
| miniſtry, ſince the commencement of hoſtilities. His 
connexion with Lord Jerſey was by means of that noble- 

man's 
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B O 8 K man's lady, who profeſſed the Roman Catholick religion. 
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2 , His meſſage was extremely agreeable to the court of Ver- 
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of the conferences with the States-General. 


ſailles. He returned to London, with a letter of compli- 
ment from the Marquis de 'Torcy to the Earl of Jerſey, 
in which that miniſter aſſured him of his maſter's ſincere 
inclination for peace, though he was averſe to a renewal 
Gualtier 
wrote a letter to Verſailles, deſiring, in the name of the 
Engliſh miniſtry, that his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty would 
communicate to them his propoſals for a general peace, 
which they would communicate to the States-General, 
that they might negociate in concert with their allies. 
A general anſwer being made to this intimation, Gualtier 
made a ſecond journey to Verſailles, and brought over a 
memorial, which was immediately tranſmitted to Holland. 


In the mean time, the Penſionary endeavoured to renew 


the conferences in Holland. Petkum wrote to the French 
miniſtry, that if his Majeſty would reſume the negociation, 
in concert with the Queen of Great-Britain, he ſhould 
certainly have reaſon to be ſatisfied with the conduct of the 
Dutch deputies. This propoſal Louis declined, at the 

defre of the Engliſh miniſters. 
| $ XXXIV. The States-General Paving peruſed the 
memorial, aſſured Queen Anne that they were ready to 
join with her in contributing to the conclufion of a dura— 
ble peace: but they expreſſed a deſire that the French 
King would communicate a more particular plan for ſe- 
curing the intereſt of the allied powers, and for ſettling 
the repoſe of Europe. Gualtier was once more ſent to 
Verſailles, accompanied by Mr. Prior, who had reſided 
in France, as ſecretary to the embaſſies of the Earls of 
Portland and Jerſey. This gentleman had acquired ſome 
reputation by his poetical talents 3 was a man of uncom- 
mon ability, inſinuating addreſs, and perfectly devoted to 
the Tory intereſt. He was empowered to communicate 
the preliminary demands of the Engliſh; to receive the 
anſwer of the French King; and demand whether or not 
King Philip had tranſmitted 2 power of treating to his 
grandfather. 


She 
ſolen 
had e 
She 


mani 
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andfather. He arrived incognito at Fontainebleau, and C H A p. 


preſented the Queen's memorial, in which ſhe demanded 
4 barrier for the Dutch in the Netherlands, and another 
on the Rhine for the empire; a ſecurity for the Dutch 
commerce, and a general ſatisfaction to all her allies. 
ghe required that the ſtrong places taken from the Duke 
of Savoy ſhould be reſtored; and that he ſhould poſſeſs 
ſuch towns and diſtricts in Italy as had been ceded to him 


in treaties between him and his allies: that Louis ſhould 


acknowledge Queen Anne and the proteſtant ſucceſſion ; 


demoliſh the fortifications of Dunkirk ; and agree to a 


new. treaty of commerce : that Gibraltar and Port-Mahon 
ſhould be yielded to the crown of England : that the negro 
trade in America, at that time carried on by the French, 


ſhould be ceded to the Englith, together with ſome towns 
on that continent, where the ſlaves might be refreſhed. 
She expected ſecurity that her ſubjects trading to Spain 


| ſhould enjoy all advantages granted by that crown to the 
moſt favoured nation: that ſhe ſhould be put in poſſeſſion 
of Newfoundland and Hudſon's-Bay, either by way of 
reſtitution or ceſſion; and that both nations ſhould con- 
tinue to enjoy whatever territories they might be poſſeſſed 
of in North-America at the ratification of the treaties. 
She likewiſe inſiſted upon a ſecurity that the crowns 
of France and Spain ſhould never be united on the 
fame head. Her Majeſty no longer inſiſted upon 


Philip's being expelled from the throne of Spain by the 


arms of his own grandfather. She now perceived that 
the exorbitant power of the houſe of Auſtria would be as 


— — 
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dangerous to the liberty of Europe, as ever that of the 


family of Bourbon had been, in the zenith of its glory. 
She might have remembered the exceſſive power, the in- 


ſolence, the ambition of Charles V. and Philip II. who 


had enſlaved ſo many countries, and embroiled all Europe. 


She was ſincerely deſirous of peace, from motives of hu- 


manity and compaſſion to her ſubjects and fellow- creatures: 
ſhe was eagerly bent upon procuring ſuch advantages to 
her 
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B O O K her people, as would was them to diſcharge the heavy 
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f * load of debt under which they laboured, and recompenſe 
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ſor. 


them in ſome meaſure for the blood and treaſure they had 
ſo laviſhly expended in the proſecution of the war. Theſe 
were the ſentiments of a Chriſtian princeſs; of an ami- 
able and pious ſovereign, who bore a ſhare in the priey- 
ances of her ſubjects, and looked upon them with the 
eyes of maternal affection. She thought ſhe had the better 
title to inſiſt upon thoſe advantages, as they had been 
already granted to her 5 ON in a private treaty with 
King Charles. 

9 XXXV. As Prior's powers were limited in ſuch 


2 manner that he could not negociate, Mr. Menager, 


deputy from the city of Rouen to the Board of Trade, ac- 
companied the Engliſh miniſter to London, with full 
powers to ſettle the preliminaries of the treaty. On his 
arrival in London, the Queen immediately commiſſioned 
the Duke of Shrewſbury, the Earls of Jerſey, Dartmouth, 
Oxford, and Mr. St. John, to treat with him; and the 
conferences were immediately begun. After long and 


various diſputes, they agreed upon certain preliminary 


articles, which, on the eighth day of October, were ſigned 
by the French miniſter, and by the two ſecretaries of ſtate, 
in conſequence of a written order from her Majeſty. Then 
Menager was privately introduced to the Queen at Wind- 
She told him ſhe was averſe to war: that ſhe would 
exert all her power to conclude a ſpeedy peace : that ſhe 


ſhould be glad to live upon good terms with the King of 


France, to whom ſhe was ſo nearly allied in blood: ſhe 
expreſſed her hope that there would be a cloſer union after 


the peace between them, and between their ſubjects, ce- 
' mented by a perfect correſpondence and friendſhip. 


The 
Earl of Strafford, who had been lately recalled from the 
Hague, where he reſided as ambaſſador, was now ſent back 
to Holland, with orders to communicate to the Penſionary 
the propoſals of peace which France had made; to ſignify 
the Queen's approbation of them, and propoſe a place 
where che Pianipee ee ſhould aſſemble. The Engliſh 
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miniſters now engaged i in an intimate correſpondence with. C H A F. 
the court of Verſailles; and Mareſchal Tallard being re- X. 
leaſed from his evulinement at Nottingham, was allowed 1511. 
to return to his own country on his parole. After the de- 
parture of Menager, the preliminaries were communi- 

cated to Count Gallas, the Emperor's miniſter, who, in 
order to inflame the minds of the people, cauſed them to 
be tranſlated, and inſerted in one of the daily papers. This 
ſtep was ſo much reſented by the Queen, that ſhe ſent a 
meſſage, defiring he would come no more to court ; but 
that he might leave the kingdom as ſoon as he ſhould think 
proper. He took the hint, and retired accordingly ; but 
the Queen gave the Emperor to underſtand, that any 
other miniſter he ſhould appoint would be admitted by het 
without heſitation. 

\ XXXVI. The States of Holland, alarmed at the 
preliminaries, ſent over Buys, as envoy extraordinary, to 
lintercede With the Queen, that ſhe would alter her reſolu- 
tions; but ſhe continued ſteady to her purpoſe ; and the 
Farl of Strafford demanded the immediate concurrence of 
the States, declaring, in the Queen's name, that ſhe 
would look upon any delay, on their part, as a refuſal to 
comply with her propoſitions. Intimidated by this decla- 
ration, they agreed to open the general conferences at 
Utrecht on the firſt day of January. They granted paſl- 
ports to the French miniſters ; while the Queen appointed 
[Robinſon Biſhop of Briſtol, and the Earl of Strafford, 
ber plenipotentiaries at the congreſs. Charles, the new 
Emperor, being at Milan when he received a copy of the | 
preliminaries, wrote circular letters to the Electors and . 
he princes of the empire, exhorting them to perſiſt in their | 
engagements to the grand alliance. He likewiſe deſired 
the States-General to join "councils with him in per- 
ſuading the Queen of England to reject the propoſals of 
France, and proſecute the war; or at leaſt to negoctate 
Pn the foundation of the firſt preliminaries, which had 
deen ſigned by the Marquis de Torcy. He wrote a letter 
0 the ſame purpoſe to the Queen of Grcat- Britain, Who 

received 
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BOOK received it with the moſt mortifying indifference. No the nat! 
5 wonder that he ſhould zealouſly contend for the con- procure 

1711. tinuance of a war, the expenſe of which ſhe and the Dutch faction 
1 | had hitherto almoſt wholly defrayed. The new prelimi- efſectus 
i naries were ſeverely attacked by the Whigs, who rid. be to 
['%, culed and reviled the miniſtry in word and writing. Pam. vigour. 
j pPhlets, libels, and lampoons were to-day publiſhed by one would 
0 faction, and to-morrow anſwered by the other. They the Ear 
1 contained all the inſinuations of malice and contempt, all with th 
148 the bitterneſs of reproach, and all the rancour of recrimi. captious 
3 nation. In the midſt of this contention, the Queen dif- ſerted 1 
= patched the Earl of Rivers to Hanover, with an aſſurance jeſty, tl 
| to the Elector, that his ſucceſſion to the crown ſhould be be ſafe « 
4 effectually aſcertained in the treaty. The Earl brought and the 
back an anſwer in writing : but, at the ſame time, his the Hor 
_ electoral highneſs ordered the Baron de Bothmar, his en- courſe © 
voy in England, to preſent a memorial to the Queen, ceſſity o 
repreſenting the pernicious conſequences of Philip's re- expenſty 
maining in poſſeſſion of Spain and the Weſt- Indies. Wil bare be: 
This remonſtrance the Baron publiſhed, by way of appeal les, uf 1 
to the people, and the Whigs extolled it with the nigheſl prolonge 
encomiums z but the Queen and her miniſters reſented flis infinuati 
ſtep, as an officious and inflammatory interpofition. made a! 
$ XXXVII. The propoſals of peace made by the French the plac 

King were diſagreeable even to ſome individuals of the to her, 
Tory party, and certain peers, who had hitherto adhered Majeſty 
to that intereſt, agreed with the Whigs, to make a re- ly inforn 
monſtrance againſt the preliminary articles. The court peace wt 

being appriſed of their intention, prorogued the parliament nan for 
till the ſeventh day of December, in expectation of the lis conſc 

Scottiſh peers, who would caſt the balance in favour of before W 

the miniſtry. In her ſpeech, at the opening of the ſeſſion, frer defi1 

ſne told them that, notwithſtanding the arts of thoſe who that he v 

delighted in war, the place and time were appointed for a or prolor 

congtels; and that the States-General had expreſſed their lis enen 

entire confidence in her conduct. She declared her chief queſtion 

concern ſhould be to ſecure the ſucceſſion of the crown in advice ſh 

the 110 ate © of Hanover; to procure all the advantages © tne affiry 


the 
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the nation which a tender and affectionate ſovereign could 
procure for a dutiful and loyal people; and to obtain ſatis- 
faction for all her allies. She obſerved, that the moſt 
elfectual way to procure an advantageous peace would 
be to make preparations for carrying on the war with 
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vigour. She recommended unanimity, and prayed God 


would direct their conſultations. In the Houſe of Lords, 


the Earl of Nottingham, who had now aſſociated himſelf 
with the Whigs, inveighed againſt the preliminaries as 
captious and inſufficient, and offered a clauſe to be in- 
ſerted in the addreſs of thanks, repreſenting to her Ma- 
jeſty, that, in the opinion of the Houſe, no peace could 
be ſafe or honourable to Great-Britain or Europe, if Spain 
and the Weſt-Indies ſhould be allotted to any branch of 


the Houſe of Bourbon. A violent debate enſued, in the 


courſe of which the Earl of Angleſey repreſented the ne- 


ceſlity of eaſing the nation of the burthens incurred by an 
expenſive war. He affirmed that a good peace might 


have been procured immediately after the battle of Ramil- 


lies, if it had not been prevented by ſome perſons who 
prolonged the war for their own private intereſt. This 


ininuation was levelled at the Duke of Marlborough, who 


made a long ſpeech in his own vindication. He bowed to 


the place where the Queen fat incognito; and appealed 


to her, whether, while he had the honour to ſerve her 


Majeſty as general and plenipotentiary, he had not conſtant- 


ly informed her and her council of all the propoſals of 


peace which had been made; and had not deſired inſtruc- 
tions for his conduct on that ſubject? He declared, upon 
bis conſcience, and in preſence of the Supreme Being, 


before whom he expected ſoon to appear, that he was 
eyer deſirous of a ſafe, honourable, and laſting peace; and 
that he was always very far from entertaining any deſign 


of prolonging the war for his own private advantage, as 
his enemies had moſt falſely inſinuated. At laſt the 
queſtion being put, Whether the Earl of Nottingham's 
advice ſhould be part of the addreſs ? it was carried in 
he affirmative by a ſmall majority. 'The addreſs was 

e accordingly 
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B v0 K accordingly preſented; and the Queen, in her anſwer, ſail 
| ——- the ſhould be very ſorry any one could think ſhe would 
1711. not do her utmoſt to recover Spain and the Welt Indies 
from the Houſe of Bourbon. Againſt this advice, how. 
ever, ſeveral peers proteſted, becauſe there was no prece- 
dent for inſerting a clauſe of advice in an addreſs of thanks; 
and becauſe they looked upon it as an invaſion of the 
royal prerogative. In the addreſs of the Commons there 
was no ſuch article ; and, therefore, the anſwer they re- 

ceived was warm and cordial. _ 
$ XXXVIIL. The Duke of Hamilton claiming a ſeat in 
the Houſe of Peers, as Duke of Brandon, a title he had 
lately received, was oppoſed by «he anti-courtiers, who 
pretended to foreſee great danger to the conſtitution from 
admitting into the Houſe a greater number of Scottiſh 
peers than the act of Union allowed. Counfel was heard 
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upon the validity of his patent. They obſerved that no X 

objection could be made to the Queen's prerogative in con. lick ac 

ferring honours ; and that all the ſubjects of the united boroug 

kingdom were equally capable of receiving honour. The thouſay 

Houſe of Lords had already decided the matter, in ad- army, 

mitting the Duke of Queenſberry upon his being created to difnr 

Duke of Dover. The debate was managed with great might 

ability on both ſides: the Scottiſh peers united in defence parted 

of the Duke's claim; and the court exerted its whole ſhe toc 

ſtrength to ſupport the patent. Nevertheleſs, the queſtion receive 

being put, Whether Scottiſh peers, created peers of Great- ducheſ 

Britain ſince the Union, had a right to fit in that Houſe ! the late 

it was carried in the negative by a majority of five voices; to dept 

though not without a proteſt ſigned by the lords in the reſpect 

oppoſition. The Scottiſh peers were fo incenſed at this Majeft: 

deciſion, that they drew up a repreſentation to the Queen, been b 

complaining of it as an infringement of the Union, and a ters, t! 

mark of diſgrace put upon tlie whole peerage of Scotland. reſigne 

The bill againſt oëcaſional conformity was revived by miniſtr 

the Earl, of Nottingham, in more moderate terms that Lords, 

: 1 rok thoſe that had been formerly rejected; and it paſſed both thing 

110 | WEE as : Houſes | 
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Houſes by the connivance of the Whigs, upon the Farl's CHAP. 
promiſe, that if they would conſent to this meaſure, OE 3 
would bring over many friends to join them in matters of oy 

ater conſequence. On the twenty-ſecond day of De- 
cember, the Queen being indiſpoſed, granted a commiſſion 
to the Lord-Keeper, and ſome other peers, to give the 
royal aſſent to this bill, and another for the land-tax. 
The Duke: of Devonſhire obtained leave to bring in a bill 
for giving precedence of all peers to the Electoral Prince 
of Hanover, as Duke of Cambridge. An addrefs was pre- 
ſented to the Queen, deſiring ſhe would give inſtructions 
to her plenipotentiaries, to conſult with the miniſters of 
the allies in Holland before the opening of the congreſs ; 
that they might concert the neceſſary meaſures for pro- 
ceeding with unanimity, the better to > obtain the prom ends 
propoſed by her Majeſty. 

XXIX. The commiſſioners for examining the pub- 
lick accounts having diſcovered that the Duke of Marl- 
borough had received an annual preſent of five or fix 
thouſand pounds from the contractors for bread to the 
army, the Queen declared in council, that ſhe thought fit 
to diſmiſs him from all his employments, that the matter 
might be impartially examined. This declaration was im- 
parted to him in a letter under her own hand, in which 
ſhe took occaſion to complain of the treatment ſhe had 
received: She probably alluded to the inſolence of his 
ducheſs ; the ſubjection in which ſhe had been kept by 
the late miniſtry; and the pains lately taken by the Whigs 
to depreciate her conduct, and thwart her meaſures with 
reſpect to the peace. The Duke wrote an anſwer to her } 
Majeſty, vindicating himſelf from the charge which had | 
been brought againſt his character; and kls two daugh- 
ters, the. Counteſs of Sunderland and the Lady Rialton, 
reſigned their places of ladies of the bed- chamber. The 
miniſtry, in order to aſcertain a majority in the Houſe of 
Lords, perſuaded the Queen to take a meaſure which no- 
thing but neceſſity could juſtify. She created twelve 

peers 


HIS TORNT OF ENGLAND. 


peers at once; and on the ſecond of January they were 
introduced into the Upper-Houſe without oppoſition, 
The Lord-Keeper delivered to the Houſe a meſſage from 
the Queen, deſiring they would adjourn to the fourteenth 


day of the month. 'The anti-courtiers alledged that the 
2 Queen could not fend a meſſage to any one Houſe to ad- 


journ, but ought to have directed it to both Houſes. This 
objection produced a debate, which was terminated in fa- 
your of the court by the weight of the twelve new peers. 

p XL. At this period Prince Eugene arrived in England, 
with a letter to the Queen from the Emperor, and in- 
ſtructions to propoſe a new ſcheme for proſecuting the 


war. His errand was far from being agrecable to the mi- 


niſtry ; and they ſuſpected that his real aim was to manage 
intrigues among the diſcontented party, who oppoſed the 
peace. Nevertheleſs, he was treated with that reſpect 
which was due to his quality and eminent talents. The 
miniſters, the nobility, and officers of diſtinction viſited 
him at his arrival. He was admitted to an audience of 
the Queen, who received him with great complacency. 
Having peruſed the letter which he delivered, ſhe ex- 
preſſed her concern that her health did not permit her to 
ſpeak with his Highneſs as often as ſhe could wiſh ; but 
that ſhe had ordered the Treaſurer and Secretary St. zan 
to receive his e and confer with him as fre- 

| | quently 
Lord Compton Ine Lord Bruce, ſons of the Earls of Northampton and 
Avieſbury, were called up by writ to the Houſe of Peers. The other ten 
were theſe : Lord Duplin, of the kingdom of Scotland, created Baron Hay of 
| Bedwardin, in the county of Hereford ; Lord Viſcount Windſor, of Ireland, 
made Baron Meuntjoy, in the Ifle of. Wight; Henry Paget, fon of Lord 


Paget, created Baron Burton in the county of Stafford; Sir Thomas Manſel, 
Baron Manſel, of Margam, in the county of Sie Sir Thomas Wil- 


loughby, Baron Middleton, of Middleton, in the county of Warwiek; Sir | 


Thomas Trevor, Baron Trevor, of Bromham, in the county of Bedford ; 

George Granville, Baron Lanſdown, of Biddeford, in the county of Ds; 
Samuel Maſham, Baron Maſham, of Oats, in the county of Eſſex; Thomas 
Foley, Baron Foley, of Kidderminſter, in the county of Worceſter; on Allen 
Bathurſt, Baron Bathurſt, of Bathelſden, in the county of Bedford, On the 


firſt day of their being introduced, when the queſtion was put about ad- 


journing, the Earl of Wharton aſked one of them, «© Whether hey voted by 
oc their foreman! FE 
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quently as he ſhould think proper. He expreſſed extra- OH AP. 
ordinary reſpect for the Duke of Marlborough, notwith- "y , 
ſtanding his diſgrace. The Lord-Treafurer, while he 1511. 
entertained him at dinner, declared that he looked upon 
that day as the happieſt in the whole courſe of his life, 
fince he had the honour to fee in his houſe the greateſt 
captain of the age. The Prince is ſaid to have replied, 
« If I am, it 1s owing to your lordſhip.” Alluding to the 
diſgrace of Marlborough, whom the Earl's intrigues had 
deprived of all military command. When Biſhop Bur- 
net converſed with him about the ſcandalous libels that 
were every day publiſhed againſt the. Duke, and in par- 
ticular mentioned one paragraph, in which the author 
allowed he had been once fortunate, the Prince obſerved 
it was the greateſt commendation that could be beſtowed 
upon him, as it implied that all his other ſucceſſes were 

| owing to his courage and conduct. While the nobility of 

| both parties vied with each other in demonſtrations of re- 
ſpect for this noble ſtranger ; while he was adored by the 
Whigs, and admired by the people, who gazed at him in 
crouds when he appeared in publick ; even in the midſt of 
all theſe careſſes, party riots were excited to inſult his per- 
ſon, and ſome ſcandalous reflexions upon his mother were 
inſerted in one of the publick papers. The Queen treated 
him with diſtinguiſhed marks of regard; and, on her 
| birth-day, preſented him with a ſword worth five thouſand 
pounds. Nevertheleſs, ſhe looked upon him as a patron 
and friend of that turbulent faction to which ſhe owea fo 
much diſquiet. She knew he had been preſſed to come 
over by the Whig-noblemen, who hoped his preſence 
would inflame the people to ſome deſperate attempt upon 
the new miniſtry : ſhe was not ignorant that he held pri- 
vate conferences with the Duke of Marlborough, the 
Earl of Sunderland, the Lords Somers, Halifax,” and 3 

the chiefs of that party; and that he entered into a 12 5 8 
connection with the Baron de Bothmar, the Hanoveriau 
envoy, who had been very active in lomenting the diſt ur- 
bances of che people. 
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XII Her Majeſty, who had been for ſome time 
afflicted with the gout, ſent a meſſage to both Houſes, on 
the ſeventeenth day of January, ſignifying that the plenj. 
potentiaries were arrived at Utrecht ; and that ſhe waz 
employed in making preparations for an early campaign 
ſhe hoped, therefore, that the Commons would proceed in 
giving the neceſſary diſpatch to the ſupplies. © The Lord. 
'Treaſurer, in order to demonſtrate his attachment to the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion, brought in a bill which had been 
propoſed by the Duke of Devonſhire, giving precedence to 
the whole electoral family, as children and nephews of the 
crown; and, when it was paſſed into an act, he ſent it 


over to Hanover by Mr. Thomas Harley. The fixteen 


peers for Scotland were prevailed upon, by promiſe of 


ſatisfaction, to reſume their ſeats in the Upper Houſe, from 


which they had abſented themſelves fince the decifion 
againſt the patent of the Duke of Hamilton: but what- 
ever pecuniary recompenſe they might have obtained from 
the court, on which they were meanly dependent, they 
received no ſatisfaction from the parliament. The Com- 
mons finding Mr. Walpole very troubleſome in their Houſe, 


by his talents, activity, and zealous attachment to the 
Whig intereſt, found means to diſcover ſome clandeſtine 


practices in which he was [concerned as ſecretary at war, 


with regard to the forage-contraCt in Scotland. The 


contraCtors, rather than admit into their partnerſlip a 
perſon whom he had recommended for that purpoſe, c choſe 


to preſent his friend with five hundred pounds. Their 


bill was addreſſed to Mr. 8 5 8 who endorſed it, and 
his friend touched the money *. This tranſaction was 
interpreted 


5 The commiſſioners appointed for taking, Rating, and examining the pub- 
lick aecounts having made their report touching the conduct of Mr. Wal- 
pole, the Houſe, after a long debate, came to the following reſolutions : J. 


That Robert Walpole, Eſq. a member of this Houſe, in receiving the ſum of 
. five hundred guineas, and in taking a nete for five hundred more, on account 


of two contracts for forage of her Majeſty's troops, quartered in North-Bri- 
tain, made by him when ſecretary at war, purſuant to a power g' ranted to 


him by the late Lord-Treaſurer, is guilty of a bigh breach of truſt and noto- 
rious 
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interpreted into a bribe. Mr. Walpole was voted guilty 
of corruption, impriſoned in the Tower, and expelled the 
Houſe. Being afterwards rechoſen by the ſame borough of 
Lynn-Regis, which he bad before repreſented, a petition 
was lodged againſt him, and the Commons voted him in- 
capable of being elected a member to ſerve in the preſent 
parliament. 

XLII. Their next dc was upon the Duke of Marl- 
borough, who was found to have received a yearly ſum 
from Sir Solomon Medina, a Jew, concerned in the con- 
tract for furniſhing the army with bread ; to have been 
gratified by the Queen with ten thouſand pounds a year 
to defray the expenſe of intelligence; and to have pocket- 


ed a deduction of two and a half per cent. from the pay 
of the foreign troops maintained by England. It was 
alledged, in his juſtification, that the preſent from the 


Jews was a cuſtomary perquiſite, which had always been 
enjoyed by the general of the Dutch army : that the de- 


duction of two and a half per cent. was granted to him by 


an expreſs warrant from her Majeſty : that all the articles 


of the charge joined together. did not exceed thirty thou- 
ſand pounds, a ſum much inferior to that which had been 


allowed to King William for contingencies : that the 
money was expended in procuring intelligence, which was 
ſo exact that the Duke was never ſurpriſed : that none of 
his parties were ever intercepted or cut off; and all his 
deſigns were by theſe means ſo well concerted, that he never 
once miſcarried. Notwithſtanding theſe repreſentations 
the majority voted that his practices had been unwarrant- 

r P: able 


rious corruption. 2. That the ſaid Robert Walpole, Eſq. be for the ſaid of- 
fenſe committed priſoner to the Tower of London, during the pleaſure of this 
Houſe; and that Mr, Speaker do iſſue his warrant accordingly. 3. That the 


ſaid Robert Walpole, Eſq. be for the ſaid offenſe alſo expelled the Houſe, and 


that the report of the commiſſioners of publick accounts be taken into further 
conſideration that day ſe'nnigbt.—It appeared from the depoſitions of witneſſes 
that the publick had been defrauded conſiderably by the contratts—a very 
ſevere ſpeech was made in the Houſe, and next day publiſhee, reflecting 
upon Mr, Walpole, as guilty of the worſt kind of corruption; and Sir Peter 
King declared in the Houſe, that he . hanging as well as he deſerved. 
impriſonment and expulſion, 
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B 91 O K able and illegal; and that the deduction was to be account. 
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ed for as publick money. Theſe reſolutions were com. 
municated to the Queen, who ordered the Attorney-Gene— 
ral to proſecute the Duke for the money he had deducted 
by virtue of her own warrant. Such practices were cer- 
tainly mean and mercenary, and greatly tarniſhed the glory 
which the Duke had acquired by his military talents, and 
other ſhining qualities. | | 
XLIII. The Commons now directed the ſtream of 
their reſentment againſt the Dutch, who had certainly 
exerted all their endeavours to overwhelm the new mini- 
ſtry, and retard the negociations for peace. They main- 


tained an intimate correſpondence with the Whigs of Eng- 


land. They diffuſed the moſt invidiqus reports againſt 
Oxford and Secretary St. John. Buys, their envoy at 
London, acted the part of an incendiary, in ſuggeſting 
violent meaſures to the malcontents, and caballing againſt 
the government. The miniſters, by way of repriſal, in- 
fluenced the Houſe of Commons to paſs ſome acrimonious 
reſolutions againlt the States-General. They alledged 
that the States had been deficient in their proportion of 
troops, both in Spain and in the Netherlands, during the 
whole courſe of the war; and that the Queen had paid 
above three millions of crowns in ſubſidies, above what 
ſhe was obliged to adyance by her engagements. They 
attacked the barrier treaty, which had been concluded 
with the States by Lord "Townſhend, after the confcr- 
ences at Gertruydenberg. By this agreement, England 


guaranteed a barrier in the Netherlands to the Dutch; 


and the States bound themſelves to maintain, with their 
whole force, the Queen's title, and the proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion. The Tories affirmed that England was diſgrace 
by engaging any other ſtate to defend a ſucceſſion which 
the nation might ſee cauſe to alter: that, by this treaty, 
the States were authoriſed to interpoſe in Britiſh councils : 


that being poſſeſſed of all thoſe ſtrong towns, they might 
exclude the Engliſh from trading to them, and interſere 
with the manufactures of Great-Britain. The Houſe of 
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Commons voted, That in the barrier treaty there were 
ſeveral articles deſtructive to the trade and intereſt of 


Great-Britain 3 and therefore highly diſhonourable to her 


Majeſty : That the Lord Viſcount Townſhend was not 
authorifed to conclude ſeveral articles in that treaty 


That he and all thoſe who had adviſed its being ratified 


were enemies to the Queen and kingdom. All their votes 


were digeſted into a long repreſentation preſented to the 


Queen, in which they averred that England, during the war, 
had been overcharged nineteen millions; a circumſtance 
that implied miſmanagement or fraud in the old miniſtry. 
The States, alarmed at theſe reſolutions, wrote a reſpect- 
ſul letter to the Queen, repreſenting the neceſſity of a 
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barrier, for the mutual ſecurity of England and the United 
Provinces. They afterwards drew up a large memorial 


in vindication of their proceedings during the war; and 
it was publiſhed in one of the Engliſh papers. The Com- 
mons immediately voted it a falſe, ſcandalous, and ma- 
licious libel, reflecting upon the reſolutions of the Houſe; 
and the printer and publiſher were taken i into cuſtody, 2 as 
guilty of a breach of privilege. 

$ XLIV. They now repealed the naturalization act. 
They paſſed a bill granting a toleration to the epiſco- 
pal clergy in Scotland, without paying the leaſt regard 
to a repreſentation from the general aſſembly to the Queen, 
declaring that the act for ſecuring the preſbyterian govern- 
ment was an eſſential and fundamental condition of the 
treaty of union. The Houſe, notwithſtanding this re- 
monſtrance, proceeded with the bill, and inſerted a clauſe 
prohibiting civil magiſtrates from executing the ſentences 
of the kirk-judicatories. The epiſcopal, as well as the 
preſbyterian clergy, were required to take the oath of ab- 
juration, that they might be upon an equal footing in 


caſe of diſobedience; for the Commons well knew that 


this condition would be rejected by both, from very differ- 
ent motives. In order to exaſperate the preſbyterians 
with further provocations, another act was paſſed for diſ- 


continuing the courts of judicature during the Chriſtmas 


P 2 holidays, 
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holidays, which had never been kept by perſons of that 
perſuaſion. When this bill was read for the third time, 
Sir David Dalrymple ſaid, © Since the Houſe is reſolved 
& to make no alteration in the body of this bill, I acqui- 
« efce; and only deſire it may be intituled, A bill for 
« eſtabliſhing jacobitiſm and immorality.” The chagrin 
of the Scottiſh preſbyterians was completed by a third 


bill, reſtoring the right of patronage, which had been 


taken away when the diſcipline of the kirk was laſt eſta. 
bliſhed. Prince Eugene having preſented a memorial to 
the Queen, touching the conduct of the Emperor during 
the war, and containing a propoſal with relation to the 
affairs of Spain, the Queen communicated the ſcheme to 
the Houſe of Commons, who treated it with the moſt con- 
temptuous neglect. The Prince, finding all his efforts in- 
effectual, retired to the continent, as much diſpleaſed with 
the miniſtry, as he had reaſon to be ſatisfied with the peo- 
ple of England. The Commons having ſettled the funds 
for the ſupphes of the year, amounting to fix millions ; 


8 the Treaſurer formed the plan of a bill appointing commiſ- 


ſioners to examine the value and conſideration of all the 
grants made ſince the Revolution. His deſign was to make 
a general reſumption ; but, as the intereſt. of ſo many 
noblemen was concerned, the bill met with a very warm 
oppoſition 3 notwithſtanding which, it would have cer- 
tainly paſſed, had not the Duke of Buckingham and the 


Earl of Strafford abſented themſelves from the Houſe 
during the debate, 


EH AF: 


A N N E. 


9 #8 „„ 


(I. The conferences opened at Utrecht. & II. The Qucen's 


meaſures obſtructed by the allies. & III. Death of the Dau- 
phin and his ſon. IV. The Queen demands Philips renun— 
_ ciation of the crown of France. ꝙ V. The Duke of Orn:on:4 


takes the command of the Britiſh forces in Flanders. $ VI. 


He is ręſtricted from acting againſt the enemy. $ VII. De- 
bate in the Houſe of Lords on this ſubjet. & VIII. A loyal 
addrefs F the Commons. & IX. Philip promiſes to renounce 
the crown of France. $ X. The Queen communicates the plan 
of peace in a ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament. ꝙ XI. 

| Exceptions taken to ſome of the articles, in the Houſe of Lords. 
NI. A motion for a guaranty of the proteſtant ſucceion 
by the allies rejected in the Houſe of Commons. $ XIII. 

The Duke of Ormond declares to Prince Eugene, that he can 


no longer cover the ſiege of Queſnoy. & XIV. Ire iption 
into France by General Groveſtein. XV. The foreign 


troops in Britiſh pay refuſe to march with the Duke of Or- 
mond. & XVI. Who proclaims a ceſſation of arms, and 
ſeizes Ghent and Bruges. $ XVII. The allies defeated at 
Denain. & XVIII. Progreſs of the conferences at Utrecht. 
XIX. The Duke of Hamilton and Lord Mobun are killed 
in a duel. The Duke of Marlborough retires to the continent, 
XX. The States General fign the barrier treaty. & XXI. 
The other allies become more tractable. XXII. The 
peace with France ſigned at Utrecht, & XXIII. Both 
Houſes of parliament congratulate the Queen on the peace. 
$ XXIV. Subſtance of the treaty with France, $ XXV. 
 ObjeFions to the treaty of commerce. q XXVI. Debates in 
the Houſe of Lords on the malt tax for Scotland, The Scot- 
tiſh lords move for a bill to diſſolve the union. & XXVII. 
Addreſs of the Commons about Dunkirk. & XXVIII. Vio. 


lence of parties in England. & XXIX. Proceedings of the. 


parliament of Treland. $ XXX. New parliament in 
Eugland. 
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F ngland. Writers employed by both parties. & XXXI. 
Treaty of Raſtadt between the Emperor and France, 
S XXXII. Principal articles in the treaty between Greai- 
Britain and Spain. Meeting of the parliament. $ XXXIII. 
The Houſe of Lords takes cognizance of a libel again}t the 
10 Scots. & XXXIV. Mr. Steele expelled the Houſe of Com- 
BY mons. \ XXXV. Precautions by the Whigs for the ſecurit; 
of the proteſtant ſucceſſon. XXXVI. Debates in the 
Houſe of Lords concerning the Pretender and the Catalans. 
$ XXXVII. They addreſs the Queen to ſet a price on the 
head of the Pretender. & XXXVIII. A writ demanded 
for the Eleftoral Prince of Hanover, as Duke of Cambridge. 
$ XXXIX. Death of the Princeſs Sophia. Bill to prevent 
the growth of ſchiſm. & XL. Another againſt all wh 
2 lift, or be inliſted in a foreign ſervice. & XII. 
7 he parliament prorogued. $ XLII. The Treaſurer diſ- 
graced, Y XLIII. Precautions taken for ſecuring the peace 


of the kingdom. & XLIV. Death and character of Veen 
Anne. 
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; 4 szoor ++ [ac month of ade the conferences for peace 
. I. began at Utrecht. The Earl of Jerſey would 
have been appointed the plenipotentiary for England, but 
n. he dying after the correſpondence with the court of France 
was eſtabliſhed, the Queen conferred that charge upon 
Robinſon, Biſhop of Briſtol, Lord Privy-Seal, and the 
Earl of Strafford. The chief of the Dutch deputies named 
for the congreſs, were Buys and Vanderduſſen: the French 
King granted his powers to the Mareſchal D'Uxelles, 
the Abbot (afterwards Cardinal) de Polignac, and Mena- 
ger, who had been in England. The miniſters of the Em- 
peror and Savoy likewiſe aſſiſted at the conferences, to 
Which the empire and the other allies likewiſe ſent their, 
plenipotentiaries, though not without reluctance. As all 
theſe powers, except France, entertained ſentiments very 
different from thoſe of her Britannick Majeſty, the con- 
ferences ſeemed calculated rather to retard than accelerate 


2 pacification. The Queen of England had foreſeen and 
provided 
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provided againſt theſe difficulties. Her great end was to C RA P. 4 
free her ſubjects from the miſeries attending an unprofit= . 


able war, and to reſtore peace to Europe ; and this aim 
ſhe was reſolved to accompliſh, in ſpite of all oppoſition. 
She had alſo determined to procure reaſonable terms of ac- 
commodation for her allies, without, however, continuing 
to laviſh the blood and treaſure of her people in ſupporting 
their extravagant demands. 'The Emperor obſtinately in- 
ſiſted upon his claim to the whole Spaniſh monarchy, re- 
fuſing to give up the leaſt tittle of his pretenſions; and 
the Dutch adhered to the old preliminaries which Louis 


had formerly rejected. The Queen ſaw that the liberties 


of Europe would be expoſed to much greater danger from 
an actual union of the Imperial and Spaniſh crowns in 
one head of the houſe of Auſtria, than from a bare 
poſſibility of Spain's being united with France in one 
branch of the Houſe of Bourbon. She knew by ex- 
perience the difficulty of dethroning Philip, rooted as 
he was in the affections of a brave and loyal people; 
and that a proſecution of this deſign would ſerve no pur- 
pole but to protract the war, and augment the griev- 
ances of the Britiſh nation. She was well acquainted 
with the diſtreſſes of the French, which ſhe conſidered 
as pledges of their monarch's ſincerity. She ſought not 


the total ruin of that people, already reduced to the brink 


of deſpair. The dictates of true policy diſſuaded her from 


contributing to further conqueſts in that kingdom, which 


would have proved the ſource of contention among the 
allies, depreſſed the Houſe of Bourbon below that ſtan- 


dard of importance which the balance of Europe required 
it ſhould maintain, and aggrandize the States-General at 


the expenſe of Great-Britain. As ſhe had bor'n the chief 


burthen of the war, ſhe had a right to take the lead ; and 


diftate a plan of pacification : at leaſt, ſhe had a right to 
conſult the welfare of her own kingdom, in delivering, 
by a ſeparate peace, her ſubjeCts from thoſe enormous loads 
which they could no longer ſuſtain ; and ſhe was well 

| | enough 
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BOOK enough aware of her own conſequence, to think ſhe could 


obtain advantageous conditions. 

$ IT. Such were the ſentiments of the thats ; and her 
miniſters ſeem to have acted on the ſame principles, though, 
perhaps, party motives may have helped to influence their 
conduct. The allies concurred in oppoſing with all their 


might any treaty which could not gratify their different 


views of avarice, intereſt, and ambition. They practiſed 
a thouſand little artifices to intimidate the Queen, to ex- 
cite a jealouſy of Louis, to blacken the characters of her 


miniſters, to raiſe and keep up a dangerous ferment among 


her people, by which her life and government were en- 
dangered. She could not fail to reſent theſe efforts, which 
greatly perplexed her meaſures, and obſtructed her deſign. 


Her miniſters were ſenſible of the dangerous predicament 


in which they ſtood. The Queen's health was much im- 
paired ; and the ſucceſſor countenanced the oppoſite fac- 
tion. In caſe of their ſovereign's death they had nothing 
to expect but proſecution and ruin for obeying her com- 
mands : they ſaw no hope of ſafety, except in renouncing 
their principles, and ſubmitting to their adverſaries, or elſe 
in taking ſuch meaſures as would haſten the pacification, 
that the troubles of the kingdom might be appeaſed, and the 
people be ſatisfied with their conduCt before death ſhould 


2 deprive them of their ſovereign's protection. With this 


view they adviſed her to ſet on foot a private negociation 
with Louis; to ſtipulate certain advantages for her own 
ſubjeRs in a concerted plan of peace; to enter into ſuch 
mutual confidence with that monarch, as would anticipate 


all clandeſtine tranſactions to her prejudice, and in ſome 


meaſure enable her preſcribe terms for her to allies. The 


plan was judiciouſly formed : but executed with too much 
precipitation. 


Ihe ſtipulated advantages were not ſuch 
as ſhe had a right to eee and inſiſt upon; and with- 


out all doubt, better might have been obtained, had not 


the obſtinacy of the allies abroad, and the violent conduct 


af the W faction at home, obliged the miniſters to 
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relax in ſome material points, and haſten the concluſion of C H A P. 


the treaty. 

(III. The articles being privately regulated between the 
| two courts of London and Verſailles, the Engliſh plenipo- 
E tcntiaries at Utrecht were furniſhed with general powers 
and inſtructions, being ignorant of the agreement which 
the Queen had-made with the French monarch, touching 
| the kingdom of Spain, which was indeed the baſis of the 
treaty. * This ſecret plan of negociation, however, had 
well nigh been deſtroyed by ſome unforeſeen events that 
were doubly afflicting to Louis. The Dauphin had died 


| his title had been conferred upon his ſon, the Duke of 
| Burgundy, who now expired on the laſt day of February, 
ix days after the death of his wife, Mary Adelaide of 
dayoy. The parents were ſoon followed to the grave by 
their eldeſt offspring, the Duke of Bretagne, in the fixth 
year of his age; ſo that of the Duke of Burgundy's chil- 
dren, none-remained alive but the Duke of Anjou, the 
late French king, who was at that time a ſickly infant. 
duch a ſeries of calamities could not tail of being extremely 


alarming to the Queen of England, who ſaw that nothing 
but the precarious life of an unhealthy child divided the 
wo monarchies of France and Spain, the union of which 
le reſolved by all poſſible means to prevent. She, there- 


repreſenting the danger to which the liberty of Europe 
France 3 and demanding, that his title ſhould be tranſ- 


lis pure, ſimple, and voluntary renunciation. 

IV. Mean while the French plenipotentiaries at 
Utrecht were prevailed upon to deliver their propoſals in 
writing, under the name of ſpecifick offers, which the allies 
ceived with indignation. They were treated in England 
with univerſal ſcorn. Lord Hallifax, in the Houſe of 
ker, termed them trifling, arrogant, and injurious to her 


Majeſty 


of the ſmall-pox in the courſe of the preceding year, and 


ſhocking to Louis in his old age; but they were {till more 


fore, ſent the Abbe Gualtier to Paris, with a memorial, 


would be expoſed, ſhould Philip aſcend the throne of 


XI. 


ne | 
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ſereed to his brother, the Duke of Berry, in conſequence off 
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BOOK Majeſty and her allies : an addreſs was preſented to the 
08 Queen, in which they expreſſed their reſentment againſt 
17122 the inſolence of France, and promiſed to aſſiſt her with al 
their power in proſecuting the war, until a ſafe and ho- 
nourable peace ſhould be obtained. The plenipotentiaries 
of the allies were not leſs extravagant in their ſpecifick de. 
mands than the French had been arrogant in their offers, 
In a word, the miniſters ſeemed to have been aſſembled 
at Utrecht, rather to ſtart new difficulties, and widen the 
breach, than to heal animoſities, and coricert a plan of 
pacification. They amuſed one another with fruitlels 
conferences, while the Queen of Great-Britain endeavoured 
to engage the States-General in her meaſures, that they 
might treat with France upon moderate terms, and give 
law to the reſt of the allies. She departed from ſome of 
her own pretenſions, in order to gratify them with the 

_ poſſeſſion of ſome towns in Flanders. She conſented to 
their being admitted into a participation of ſome adyan- 
tages in commerce; and ordered the Engliſh miniſters at 
the congreſs to tell them, that ſhe would take her meaſures 
according to the return they ſhould make on this occa- 
fion. Finding them {till obſtinately attached to their firl 
chimerical preliminaries, ſhe gave them to underſtand, that 
all her offers for adjuſting the differences were founded 
upon the expreſs condition, 'That they ſhould come into 
her meaſures, and co-operate with her openly and fin- 
cerely : but they had made ſuch bad returns to all her 
condeſcenſion towards them, that ſhe looked upon herſel 
as releaſed from all engagements. The miniſters of the 
| allies had inſiſted upon a written anſwer to their ſpecific 
demands ; and this the French plenipotentiaries declined, 
until they ſhould receive freſh inſtructions from their ma- 
ſter. Such was the pretence for ſuſpending the confer- 
ences : but the real bar to a final agreement between 
England and France, was the delay of Philip's renunciation, 
which at length, however, arrived; and produced a ceſſation 
of arms. jon | 
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v. In the mean time the Duke of Ormond, who was 


now inveſted with the ſupreme command of the Britiſh 


forces, received a particular order, that he ſhould not 
hazard an engagement. Louis had already undertaken 
for the compliance of his grandſon. RefleCting on his own 
great age, he was ſhocked at the proſpect of leaving his 
kingdom involved in a pernicious war during a minority; 
and determined to Procure a peace at all events. The 


proteſtations, and reſolved to avoid a battle, the iſſue of 
which might have conſiderably altered the ſituation of 
affairs, and conſequently retarded the concluſion of the 
treaty: Preparations had been made for an early campaign. 
In the beginning of March, the Earl of Albemarle, having 
alembled a body of thirty-ſix battalions, marched towards 
Arras, which he reduced to a heap of aſhes by a moſt ter- 


of Ormond conferred with the deputies of the States-Ge- 
neral at the Hague, and aſſured them that he had orders 
to act vigorouſly in the proſecution of the war. He 


joined Prince Eugene at Tournay ; and, on the twenty- 


fixth day of May, the allied army, paſſing the Schelde, en- 
camped at Haſpre and Solemnes. The Imperial general 
propoſed that they ſhould attack the French army under 


hazarding ſiege or battle: a circumitance well known to 
the French commander, who therefore abated of his uſual 
vigilance. It could not be long concealed from Prince 
Eugene and the deputies, who forthwith diſpatched an 


preſented a long memorial to the Duke, repreſenting the 
injury which the grand alliance would ſuſtain from his 
obedience of ſuch an order. He ſeemed to be extremely 
uneaſy at his ſituation; and, in a letter to Secretary St. 


rible cannonading and bombardment. In May, the Duke 
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Queen, knowing his motives, could not help believing his 


| Villars: but by this time the Duke was reſtrained from 


expreſs to their principals on this ſubject, and afterwards 


John, expreſſed a Sbre that the Queen would permit him = 


to return to England. 


VI. Prince Eugene, notwithſtanding the Queen's Mm 


order, which Ormond had not yet formally declared, 
inveſted 
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30 0 K inveſted the town of Queſnoy, and the Duke furniſhed to- 
J. Wards this enterpriſe ſeven battalions and nine ſquadrons 
pn” rg of the foreign troops maintained by Great-Britain. The 
Dutch deputies at Utrecht expoſtulating with the Biſhop 
of Briſtol upon the Duke's refuſing to act againſt the 
enemy, that prelate told them, that he had lately received 
an expreſs, with a letter from her Majeſty, in which ſhe 
complained, that as the States-General had not properly 
anſwered her advances, they ought not to be ſurpriſed, if 
ſhe thought herſelf at liberty to enter into ſeparate mea- 
ſures, in order to obtain a peace for her own convenieney. 
When they remonſtrated againſt ſuch conduct, as contra- 
dictory to all the alliances ſubſiſting between the Queen 
and the States-General, the Biſhop declared his inſtruc- 
tions further imported, that conſidering the conduct of the 
States towards her Majeſty, ſhe thought herſelf diſengaged 
from all alliances and engagements with their High-Mighti- 
neſſes. The States and the miniſters of the allies were in- 
ſtantly in commotion. Private meaſures were concerted 
with the Elector of Hanover, the Landgrave of Heſle- 
Caſſel, and ſome other princes of the empire, concerning 
the troops belonging to thoſe powers in the pay of Great- 
Britain. The States General wrote a long letter to the 
Queen, and ordered their envoy at London to deliver it 
into her own hand. Count Zinzendorf, the Emperor's 
plenipotentiary, diſpatched expreſſes to his maſter, to 
Prince Eugene, and to the Imperial ambaſſador at Lon- 
don. The Queen had a council at Kenſington upon the 
ſubject of the letter; and a freſh order was ſent to the 
Duke of Ormond, directing him to concur with the general 

of the allies in a ſiege. 
$ VII. On the — tay of May, Lord Halli- 
fax, in the Houſe of Peers, deſcanted upon the ill conſe- 
quences of the Duke's refuſing to co-operate with Prince 


would order the General to act offenſively, in concert with 
her allies. The Treaſurer obſerved it was prudent to avoid 
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Earl of Wharton replied, this was a ſtrong reaſon for 
veping no meaſures with ſuch an enemy. When Ox- 
bod declared, that the Duke of Ormond had received 
orders to join the allies in a fiege, the Duke of Marl- 
borough affirmed it was impoſlible to carry on a ſiege 
without either hazarding a battle, in caſe the enem 

ſhould attempt to relieve the place, or ſhamefully aban- 
doning the enterpriſe. The Duke of Argyle having de- 
cared his opinion, that ſince the time of Julius Cæſar 
there had not been a greater captain than Prince Eugene 
of Savoy, obſerved, that, conſidering the different intereſts 
of the Houſe of Auſtria and of Great-Britain, it might 
not conſiſt with prudence to truſt him with the manage- 
ment of the war, becauſe a battle won or loſt might en- 
lrely break off a negociation of peace, which in all pro- 
bability was near being concluded. He added, that two 


Cambray, inſtead of amuſing themſelves with the inſig- 
nificant conqueſts of Aire, Bethune, and St. Venant. 


he Duke of Ormond ; and, therefore, could not help ex- 
ſreſſing his ſurpriſe, that any one would dare to make a 
wbleman of the firſt rank, and of fo diſtinguiſhed a cha- 
ner, the inſtrument of ſuch proceedings. Earl Paulet 


wurage; but he was not like a certain general, who 
kd troops to the ſlaughter, to cauſe a great number of 


pckets by diſpoſing of their commiſſions. The Duke of 
Marlborough was ſo deeply affected by this reflection, 
lat though he ſuppreſſed his reſentment in the Houſe, he 
wok the firſt opportunity to ſend Lord Mohun to the 
Ll with a meſſage, importing, that he ſhould be glad to 
eme to an explanation with his lordſhip, about ſome 


is company to take the air in the country. The Earl 
underſtood 


rears before, the confederates might have taken Arras and 


m{wered, that nobody could doubt the Duke of Ormond's 


icers to be knocked on the head, that he might fill his 


ipreſſions he had uſed in that day's debate; and deſiring 
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had to do with an enemy ſo apt to break his word. The C H A p. 


XI. | 
Kerr nm? 


þ >” Rp 


The Duke of Devonſhire ſaid he was, by proximity of 


blood, more concerned than any other in the reputation of 
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BOOK underſtood his meaning; but could not conceal his en. Allies; ar 
33 tion from the obſervation of his lady, by whoſe mean: E ſpeedy ir 
1712, the affair was communicated to the Earl of Dartmouth, | rigour. 


only with the Penſionary, who communicated no more of 


A certain 
gociation 


ſecretary of ſtate. Two eentinels were immediate 
placed at his lordſhip's gate: the Queen, by the canal of 


Lord Dartmouth, deſired the Duke of Marlborough would WWous man: 
proceed no farther in the quarrel; and he aſſured her he would no! 
would punctually obey her Majeſty's commands. The [| adyantage 
Earl of Oxford aſſured the Houſe, that a ſeparate peace ſhare he h 

was never intended: that ſuch a peace would be ſo baſe, might un 
fo knaviſh, and fo villainous, that every one who ſerved that view 
the Queen knew they muſt anſwer it with their heads to to him du 
the nation; but that it would appear to be a ſafe and glo- relolved, | 

rious peace, much more to the honour and intereſt of her Majeſt 
the nation than the firſt preliminaries inſiſted upon by the the terms 
allies. The queſtion being put for adjourning was, after » and, That 
long debate, carried in the affirmative; but twenty lords en- [ons, eith 
tered a proteſt. The Earl of Strafford, who had returned s obltruc 


from Holland, propoſed, that they ſhould examine the beartily ff 


honeſt to 
when ſo 
peace, or t 
kewiſe pi 
an accoun 
Hague and 
employed a 


negociations of the Hague and Gertruydenberg, before they 
conſidered that of Utrecht. He obſerved, that in the 
former negociations the French miniſters had conferred 


it to the miniſters of the allies than what was judged pro- 
per to let them know :. ſo that the Dutch were abſolute 
maſters of the ſecret. He aſſerted, that the States-General 


had conſented to give Naples and Sicily to King Philip: IX. T 
a circumſtance which proved that the recovery of the "llingly x 
whole Spaniſh monarchy was looked upon as impracticable. irance, pr 
He concluded with a motion for an addreſs to her Majeſty, ring his 
deſiring that the papers relating to the negociations of the ent potlefl] 
Hague and Gertruydenberg ſhould be laid before the Houſe. {Would be 
This was carried without a diviſion. 1 5 i tulip, In - 
VIII. In the Houſe of Commons, Mr. Pulteney moved tary dom 
for an addreſs, acquainting her Majeſty, that her faithful "th Mon 
Commons were juſtly alarmed at the intelligence received ould be a 
from abroad, that her general in Flanders had declined TOWN, exce 
_ aQing offenſively againſt France, in concurrence with her \uſtria, 1 


allles; 


ANNE. 


alies; and beſeeching her Majeſty, that he might receive 
peedy inſtructions to proſecute the war with the utmoſt 
| vigour. This motion was rejected by a great majority. 
A certain member having inſinuated, that the preſent ne- 
gociation had been carried on in a clandeſtine and treacher- 
cus manner, Mr. Secretary St. John ſaid, he hoped it 
would not be accounted treachery to act for the good and 
Ldrantage of Great-Britain : that he gloried in the ſmall 
ſhare he had in the tranſaction ; and whatever cenſure he 
night undergo for it, the bare ſatisfaction of acting in 
that view would be a ſufficient recompenſe and comfort 


to him during the whole courſe of his life. The Houſe 


reſolved, That the Commons had an entire confidence in 
her Majeſty's promiſe, to communicate to her parliament 
the terms of the peace before it ſhould be concluded ; 


| and, That they would ſupport her againſt all ſuch per- 


ſons, either at home or abroad, as ſhould endeavour 
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Wo obſtruct the pacification. The Queen thanked them 


heartily for this reſolution, as being dutiful to her, 
honeſt to their country, and very ſeaſonable at a time 
when ſo many artifices were uſed to obſtruct a good 
WI peace, or to force one diſadvantageous to Britain. They 
likewiſe preſented an addreſs, deſiring they might have 
an account of the negociations and tranſactions at the 


Hague and Gertruydenberg, and know who were then 


employed as her Majeſty's plenipotentiaries. 

IX. The miniſtry, foreſeeing that Philip would not 
zillingly reſign his hopes of ſucceeding to the crown of 
trance, propoſed an alternative, that, in caſe of his pre- 


ent poſſeſſion of Spain, this kingdom, with the Indies, 


hilip, in the mean time, ſhould poſſeſs the Duke's here- 
tary dominions, and the kingdom of Sicily, together 
wth Montſerrat and Mantua; all which territories 
ould be annexed to France at Philip's ſucceſhon to that 
own, except Sicily, which ſhould revert to the Houſe of 
\uſtria, Louis ſeemed to reliſh this expedient, which, 

Dl LO however, 


ering his expeCtation of the crown of France to the pre- 


ould be forthwith ceded to the Duke of Savoy; that 
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cert with Mareſchal de Villars. 


his deſcendants all claim to the crown of France; fo that 


mental laws and conſtitution of the French monarchy; 


| Houſe of Peers, communicated the plan of peace to her 


cured the proteſtant ſucceſſion, which France had ac- 


execute itſelf ; that it would be the intereſt of Spain to 
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however, was rejected by Philip, who choſe to make FO 
renunciation, rather than quit the throne upon which he 
was eſtabliſhed. The Queen demanded, that the renun. 
ciation ſhould be ratified in the moſt ſolemn manner by 
the ſtates of France; but ſhe afterwards waved this de. 
mand, in conſideration of its being regiſtered in the dif. 
ferent parliaments. Such forms are but ſlender ſecuritie; 
againſt the power, ambition, and intereſt of princes. The 
Marquis de 'Torcy frankly owned, that Philip's renun- 
ciation was of itſelf void, as being contrary to the funda. 
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but it was found neceſſary for the ſatisfaction of the Eng. 
liſh people. Every material article being now adjuſted he. 
tween the two courts, particularly thoſe relating to the 
King of Spain, the commerce of Great-Britain, and tie 
delivery of Dunkirk, a ſuſpenſion of arms prevailed in 
the Netherlands, and the Duke of Ormond acted 1 in con- 


X. On the fixth day of June the Queen going to the 


parliament, according to the promiſe ſhe had made. A- 
ter having premiſed, that the making peace and war was 
the undoubted prerogative of the crown, and hinted at 
the difficulties which had ariſen both from the nature of 
the affair, and numberleſs obſtructions contrived by the 
enemies of peace, ſhe proceeded to enumerate the chief 
articles to which both crowns had agreed, without, how- 
ever, concluding the treaty. She told them ſhe had ſe- 


knowledged in the flrongeſt terms; and that the Pre- 
tender would be removed from the French dominions; 
that the Duke of Anjoy ſhould renounce for himſelf and 


the two monarchies would be for ever divided. She ob- 
ſerved, that the nature of this propoſal was ſuch as would 


ſupport the renunciation; and in France, the perſons 


intitled to the ſucceſſion of that crown upon the death ' 
the 


ANNE | 22% 


the Dauphin were powerful enough to vindicate their CHAP. 
own right. She gave them to underſtand, that a treaty. 
of ee between England and France had been * * 
gun, though not yet adjuſted; but proviſion was made, 
that England ſhould enjoy the ſame privileges that France 
granted to the moſt favoured nation: that the French 
King had agreed to make an abſolute ceſſion of the iſland 
of St. Chriſtopher's, which had hitherto been divided 
between the two nations: that he had alſo conſented to 
reſtore the whole bay and ſtraits of Hudſon; to deliver 
the iſland of Newfoundland, with Placentia; to cede An- 
napolis, with the reſt of Acadia or Nova-Scotia; to de- 
moliſh the fortifications of Dunkirk; to leave England 
in poſſeſſion of Gibraltar, Port-Mahon, and the whole 

' iſland of Minorca to let the trade of Spain in the Weſt- 
Indies be ſettled as it was in the reign of his late Catholick 
Majeſty : ſhe ſignified that ſhe had obtained for her ſub- 
jets the aſſiento, or contract for furniſhing the Spaniſh 
Weſt-Indies with negroes, for the term of thirty years, 
in the ſame manner as it had been enjoyed by the French. 
With reſpe& to the allies, ſhe declared, that France of- 
fered to make the Rhine the barrier of the empire: to 
yield Briſac, Fort Kehl, and Landau, and raze all the 
fortreſſes both on the other ſide of the Rhine, and in the 
iſlands of that river: that the proteſtant intereſt in Ger- 
many would be reſettled on the footing of the treaty of 

| Weſtphalia; that the Spaniſh Netherlands, the kingdoms 

| of Naples and Sardinia, the duchy of Milan, and the 
places belonging to Spain on the coaſt of Tuſcany might 
be yielded to his Imperial Majeſty ; but the diſpoſition 
of Sicily was not yet determined: that the demands of 
the States-General with relation to commerce, and the 
barrier in the Low- Countries, would be granted with a 
tew exceptions, which might be compenſated by other 
expedients: that no great progreſs had yet been made 
upon the pretenſions of Portugal; but that thoſe of 
Pruſſia would be admitted by France without much diffi- 
culty ; that the difference between the barrier demanded 
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B O OK by the Duke of Savoy in the year one thouſand ſeven and j 
0 hundred and nine, and that which France now offered, clande 
17712. Was very inconſiderable: that the Elector Palatine ſhould | cipatio 
maintain his preſent rank among the Electors; and that correſſ 
France would acknowledge the electoral dignity in the minal, 
houſe of Hanover. Such were the conditions which countr 
the Queen hoped would make ſome amends to her Englat 
fubjefts for the great and unequal burthen they had laws c 
bor'n during the whole courſe of the war. She con- confed 
eluded with ſaying, ſhe made no doubt but they were for pe: 
fully perſuaded, that nothing would be neglected on her but a 
part, in the progreſs of this negociation, to bring the peace affirms 
to an happy and ſpeedy iſſue; and ſhe expreſſed her depen- | ſerved 
dence upon the entire confidence and chearful concurrence dimini 
of her parliament. merch 
$ XI. An addreſs of thanks and approbation was imme- the pl: 
diately voted, drawn up, and preſented to the Queen by the which 
Commons in a body. When the Houſe of Lords took the deſcen 
ſpeech into conſideration, the Duke of Marlborough liamen 
aſſerted, that the meaſures purſued for a year paſt were duct. 
directly contrary to her Majeſty's engagements with the deſirin 
allies: 1 they ſullied the triumphs and glories of her with | 
reign ; and would render the Engliſh name odious to all mutua 
nations, The Earl of Strafford ſaid, that ſome of the put, a1 
allies would not have ſhown ſuch e ee to a peace, proteſi 
had they not been perſuaded and encouraged: to carry on | Houſe 
the war by a member of that illuſtrious aſſembly, who 5X 
maintained a ſecret correſpondence with them, and fed hibited 
them with hopes that they would be ſupported by a ſtrong four. { 
party in England. In anſwer to this inſinuation againſt extol 1 
Marlborough, Lord Cowper obſerved, that it could never miniſt; 
be ſuggeſted as a crime in the meaneſt ſubject, much lefs | tendin 


in any member of that auguſt aſſembly, to hold correſ- jelty's 
pondence with the allies of the nation; ſuch allies, eſpeci- of the 


ally, whoſe intereſt her Majeſty had declared to be inſepa- the Qu 
rable from her own, in her ſpeech at the opening of the indign: 
ſeſſion ; whereas it would be a hard matter to juſtify and | from t 
reconcile either with our laws, or with the laws of honour would 


and 
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and juſtice, the conduct of ſome perſons, in treating C * A P. 
candeſtinely with the common enemy, without the parti- . 


| cipation of the allies. This was a frivolous argument. A 
correſpondence with any perſon whatſoever becomes cri- 
minal, when it tends to foment the diviſions of one's 
country, and arm the people againſt their ſovereign, If 
England had it not in her power, without infringing the 


laws of juſtice and honour, to withdraw herſelf from a 


confederacy which ſhe could no longer ſupport, and treat 
for peace on her own bottom, then was ſhe not an aſſociate 


but a flave to the alliance. The Earl of Godolphin 


affirmed, that the trade to Spain was ſuch a trifle as de- 
| ſerved no conſideration 3 and that it would continually 
diminiſh, until it ſhould be entirely engroſſed by the French 
merchants. Notwithſtanding theſe remonſtrances againſt 
the plan of peace, the majority agreed to an addreſs, in 


which they thanked the Queen for her extraordinary con- 
deſcenſion in communicating thoſe conditions to her par- 


liament; and expreſſed an entire ſatisfaction with her con- 
duct. A motion was made for a clauſe in the addreſs, 
deſiring her Majeſty would take ſuch meaſures, in concert 
with her allies, as might induce them to join with her in a 
mutual guarantee. A debate enſued : the queſtion was 
put, and the clauſe rejected. Several noblemen entered a 
proteſt, which was expunged from the. journals * the 
| Houſe by the deciſion of the majority. 

IXI. In the Houſe of Commons, a complaint was ex- 
hibited againſt Biſhop Fleetwood, who, in a preface- to 
tour ſermons which he had publiſhed, took occaſion to 


extol the laſt miniſtry, at the expenſe of the preſent ad- 


| miniſtration. This piece was voted malicious and factious, 
| tending to create diſcord and ſedition amongſt her Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, and condemned to be burned by the hands 
| of the common hangman. They preſented an addreſs to 
the Queen, aſſuring her of the juſt ſenſe they had of the 
indignity offered to her, by printing and publiſhing a letter 
| from the States-General to her Majeſty; and deſiring ſhe 


would fo far reſent ſuch inſults, as to give no anſwer for 


Q 2 the 
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BOOK the future to any letters or memorials that ſhould be thug 


1712, 


friends to the proteſtant ſucceſſion. 


the 


uſhered into the world, as inflammatory appeals to the pub- 
lick. Mr. Hampden moved for an addreſs to her Majeſty, 
that ſhe would give particular inſtructions to her plenipo. 
tentiaries, that in the concluſion of the treaty of peace, 


the ſeveral powers in alliance with her Majeſty might be 


guarantees for the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the illuſtrious 
houſe of Hanover. The queſtion being put, was carried 
in the negative. Then the Houſe reſolved, 'That they 
had ſuch confidence in the repeated declarations her Ma- 
jeſty had made of her concern for affuring to theſe king- 
doms the proteſtant ſucceſſion as by law eſtabliſhed, that 
they could never doubt of her taking the proper meaſures 


for the ſecurity thereof: that the Houſe would ſupport her 


againſt faction at home and her enemies abroad; and did 


humbly beſeech her, that ſhe would be pleaſed to dif- 


countenance all thoſe who ſhould endeavour to raiſe 
jealouſies between her Majeſty and her ſubjects, eſpe- 
cially by miſrepreſenting her good intentions for the welfare 
of her people. 'The Queen was extremely pleafed with 
this reſolution. When it was preſented, ſhe told them 
that they had ſhown themſelves honeſt aſſerters of the 
monarchy, zealous defenders of the conſtitution, and real 
She thought ſhe had 
very little reaſon to countenance a compliment of ſuper- 
erogation to a prince who had caballed with the enemies 
of her adminiſtration. On the twenty-firſt day of June 
Queen cloſed the ſeſſion with a ſpeech, expreſſing her 
ſatisfaction at the addreſſes and ſupplies ſhe had received: 
ſhe obſerved, that ſhould the treaty be broke off, their 
burthens would be at leaſt continued, if not increaſed: 
that Britain would loſe the preſent opportunity of improving 


her own commerce, and eſtabliſhing a real balance of power 
in Europe; and that though ſome of the allies might be 


gainers by a continuance of the war, the reſt would ſuffer 
in the common calamity. Notwithſtanding the ferment of 
the people, which was now riſen to a very dangerous 


pitch, —— approving the Queen“ s conduct, were 
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preſented by the city of London, and all the corporations C H A P. 


in the kingdom that eſpouſed the Tory-intereſt. At this 
zuncture the nation was ſo wholly poſſeſſed by the ſpirit of 
party, that no appearance of neutrality or moderation re- 
mained. 

XIII. During theſe tranſaCtions the trenches were open- 
ed before Queſnoy, and the ſiege carried on with uncommon 


vigour under cover of the forces commanded by the Duke 


ok Ormond. This nobleman, however, having received 
a copy of the articles, ſigned by the Marquis de Torcy, 


and freſh inſtructions from the Queen, ſignified to Prince 


Eugene and the Dutch deputies, that the French King 
had agreed to ſeveral articles demanded by the Queen, as 
the foundation of an armiſtice; and among others, to put 


| the Engliſh troops in immediate poſſeſſion of Dunkirk : that 


he could, therefore, no longer cover the ſiege of Queſnoy, 
as he was obliged by his inſtructions to march with the Britiſh 
troops, and thoſe in the Queen's pay, and declare a ſuſ- 


penſion of arms as ſoon as he ſhould be poſſeſſed of Dun- 


kirk, He expreſſed his hope, that they would readily ac- 
| quieſce in theſe inſtructions, ſeeing their concurrence 
| would act as the moſt powerful motive to induce the Queen 


to take all poſſible care of their intereſts at the congreſs ;_ 


and he endeavoured to demonſtrate, that Dunkirk, as a 
| cautionary town, was a place of greater conſequence to the 
allies than Queſnoy. The deputies defired he would de- 
| lay his march five days, that they might have time to con- 
fſult their principals, and he granted three days without 
1 heſitation. Prince Eugene obſerved, that his marching 
off with the Britiſh troops, and the foreigners in the Queen's 
pay, would leave the allies at the mercy of the enemy: 


| but he hoped theſe laſt would not obey the Duke's order. 


1 He and the deputies had already tampered with their com- 
manding officers, who abſolutely refuſed to obey the Duke 


i of Ormond, alledging, that they could not ſeparate from 


the confederacy without expreſs directions from their 


maſters, to whom they had diſpatched couriers. An ex- 


_| tracrdinary afſembly of the States was immediately ſum- 
moned 
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1 0 0 x moned to meet at the Hague. The miniſters of the allies 


| 1. 
171. 


were invited to the conferences. At length, the princes 
whoſe troops were in the pay of Britain aſſured them, 
that they would maintain them under the command of 


Prince Eugene for one month at their own expenſe, and 


afterwards ſuſtain half the charge, provided the other 
half ſhould be deirayed by the Emperor and States- Gene. 
ral. 

$ XIV. The Biſhop of Briſtol imparted to the other 


plenipotentiaries at Utrecht the conceſſions which France 


would make to the allies; and propoſed a ſuſpenſion of 
arms for two months, that they might treat in a friendly 
manner, and adjuſt the demands of all the confederates. 
To this propoſal they made no other anſwer, but that they 
had no inſtructions on the ſubject. Count Zinzendorf, 


the firſt Imperial plenipotentiary, preſented a memorial to 


the States-General, explaining the danger that would re- 


ſult to the common cauſe from a ceſſation of arms; and 


exhorting them to perſevere in their generous and vigorous 
reſolutions. He propoſed a renewal of the alliance for re- 


covering the Spaniſh monarchy to. the houſe of Auſtria, 


and a certain plan for proſecuting the war with redoubled 
ardour. Prince Eugene, in order to dazzle the confede- 
rates with ſome bold enterpriſe, detached Major-General 
Groveſtein, with fifteen hundred cavalry, to penetrate into 
the heart of France. This officer, about the middle of 
June, advanced into Champagne, paſſed the Noire, the 
Maeſe, the Moſelle, and the Saar, and retired to Traer- 
bach with a rich booty, and a great number of hoſtages, 
after having extorted contributions as far as the gates of 
Metz, ravaged the country, and reduced a great number 
of villages and towns to aſhes. The conſternation pro- 


_ duced by this irruption reached the city of Paris: the 


King of France did not think himſelf fafe at Verſailles 
with his ordinary guards: all the troops in the neigh- 


bourhood of the capital were aſſembled about the palace. 


Villars ſent a detachment after Groveſtein, as ſoon as he 


underſtood his deſtination: but the other had gained a 
day's 
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day's march of the French troops, which had the morti- C 42 AP. 


fication to follow him fo cloſe, that they found the 
till burning in the villages he had deſtroyed. By way of 
retaliation, Major-General Paſteur, a French partiſan, 
made an excurſion beyond Bergen-op-zoom, and ravaged 
the iſland of Tortole belonging to Zealand. 

XV. The Earl of Strafford having returned to Hol- 
land, propoſed a ceſſation of arms to the States-General, 
by whom it was rejected. Then he proceeded to the army 
of the Duke of Ormond, where he arrived in a few days 
after the reduction of Queſnoy, the garriſon of which were 
made priſoners of war on the fourth day of July. The 
officers of the foreign troops had a ſecond time refuſed 
to obey a written order of the Duke : and ſuch a ſpirit of 
animoſity began to prevail between the Engliſh and allies, 
© that it was abſolutely neceſlary to effect a ſpeedy ſeparation, 
Prince Eugene reſolved to undertake the ſiege of Landrecy: 

a deſign is faid to have been formed by the German generals 


to confine the Duke, on pretence of the arrears that were due 


to them; and to diſarm the Britiſh troops, leſt they ſhould 


join the French army. In the mean time, a literary cor- 


reſpondence was maintained between the Engliſh general 


and the Mareſchal de Villars. France having conſented to 


deliver up Dunkirk, a body of troops was tranſported from 
England, under the command of Brigadier Hill, who took 


poſſeſſion of the place on the ſeventh day of July, the 
French garriſon retiring to Winoxberg. On the fixteenth 
of the ſame month Prince Eugene marched from his camp 


at Haſpre, and was followed by all the auxiliaries in the 
{ Britiſh pay, except a few battalions of the troops of Hol- 
ſtein-Gottorp, and Walef's regiment of dragoons belong- 
ing to the ſtate of Liege. 

XVI. Landrecy was immediately inveſted, while the 
Duke of Ormond, with the Engliſh forces, removed from 


Chateau-Cambreſis, and encamping at Aveine-le-Secq, 
proclaimed by ſound of trumpet a ceſſation of arms for two 
months. On the fame day the like armiſtice was declared 


in the French armv. The Dutch were fo exaſperated: at 
2 the 
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place 


BOOK the ſeceſſion of the Engliſh troops, that the governours place w 
© CS would not allow the Earl of Strafford to enter Bouchaine, garriſon 
1713. Nor the Britiſh army to paſs through Douay, though in priſoner 
that town they had left a great quantity of ſtores, together ſiege of 
with their general hoſpital. Prince Eugene and the prince 
Dutch deputies, underſtanding that the Duke of Ormond marchec 
had begun his march towards Ghent, began to be in pain gageme! 
for that city, and ſent Count Naſſau Woudenburg to riſque; 
him with a written apology, condemning and diſavowing | reduced 
the conduct of the commandants of Bouchaine and Douay: retaking 
but, notwithſtanding theſe excufes, the Engliſh troops were in 
afterwards met with the ſame treatment at 'Tournay, Ou. allies en 
denarde, and Liſle ; inſults which were reſented by the but the 
whole Britiſh nation. 'The Duke, however, purſued his one of t 
march, and took poſſeſſion of Ghent and Bruges for the XV 
Qucen of England : then he re-enforced the garriſon of tinued t 
Dunkirk, which he likewiſe ſupplied with artillery and armiſtic 
ammunition. His conduct was no leſs agreeable to his certed 1 

| ſovereign, than mortifying to the Dutch, who never Then tl 
dreamed of leaving Ghent and Bruges in the hands of the to the « 
Engliſh, and were now fairly outwitted, and anticipated he four 
by the motions and expedition of the Britiſh general. beginni1 
$ XVII. The loſs of the Britiſh forces was ſoon ſevere- Lord V 

ly felt in the allied army. Villars attacked a ſeparate failles i 
body of their troops encamped at Denain, under the com- betweer 
mand of the Earl of Albemarle. Their entrenchments Mr. Pri 
were forced, and ſeventeen battalions either killed or taken. diſtingu 
The Earl himſelf and all the ſurviving officers were made King a 
priſoners. Five hundred waggons loaded with bread, | the prin 
twelve pieces of braſs cannon, a large quantity of am- tor of 1 
munition and proviſions, a great number of horſes, and a renunct 
conſiderable booty fell into the hands of the enemy: this | and lan- 
advantage they gained in fight of Prince Eugene, who ad- and En 
vanced on the other fide of the Schelde to ſuſtain Albe- and Lo 
marle ; but the bridge over that river was broke down by | days, I 
accident; ſo that he was prevented from lending the leaſt mained 
aſſiſtance. Villars immediately inveſted Marchiennes, General 
here the principal ſtores of the allies were lodged. The lus pro 
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place was ſurrendered on the laſt day of July: and the CHAP. 


garriſon, conſiſting of five thouſand men, were conducted 
priſoners to Valenciennes. He afterwards undertook the 
fiege of Douay 3 an enterpriſe, in conſequence of which 
Prince Eugene abandoned his deſign on Landrecy, and 
marched 'towards the French, in order to hazard an en- 
agement. The States, however, would not run the 
riſque; and the Prince had the mortification to ſee Douay 
| reduced by the enemy. He could not even prevent their 
retaking Queſnoy and Bouchain, of which places they 
were in poſſeſſion before the tenth day of October. The 
allies enjoyed no other compenſation for their great loſſes, 
but the conqueſt of Fort Knocque, which was ſurpriſed by 
one of their partiſans. 

XVIII. The Britiſh miniſters at the congreſs con- 
tinued to preſs the Dutch and other allies to join in the 
armiſtice; but they were deaf to the propoſal, and con- 
certed meaſures for a vigorous proſecution of the war. 
Then the Earl of Strafford inſiſted upon their admitting 
to the congreſs the plenipotentiaries of King Philip; but 
he found them equally averſe to this expedient. In the 
beginning of Auguſt, Secretary St. John, now created 
| Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, was ſent to the court of Ver- 
allles incognito, to remove all obſtructions to the treaty 
between England and France. He was accompanied by 
Mr. Prior and the Abbe Gualtier, treated with the moſt 
diſtinguiſned marks of reſpect, careſſed by the French 
King and the Marquis de Torcy, with whom he adjuſted 
| the principal intereſts of the Duke of Savoy and the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria, He ſettled the time and manner of the 
tenunciations, and agreed to a ſuſpenſion of arms by ſea 
and land for four months between the crowns of France 


XI. 
— nnd 


1712. 


| and England: this was accordingly proclaimed at Paris 


and London. The negociation being finiſhed in a few 
days, Bolingbroke returned to England, and Prior re- 
mained as reſident at the court of France. 'The States- 
General breathed nothing but war: the Penſionary Hein- 


lus pronounced an oration in their aſſembly, repreſenting 


the 
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BOOK the impollivility of concluding a peace without loſing the 
1 fruits of all the blood and treaſure they had expendeq, 
1712. The conferences at Utrecht were interrupted by a quarre 
between the domeſticks of Menager, and thoſe of the 
Count de Rechteren, one of the Dutch plenipotentiaries, 

The populace inſulted the Earl of Strafford and the Mar- 

quis del Borgo, miniſter of Savoy, whoſe maſter was te. 
ported to have agreed to the armiſtice. Theſe obſtructions 

being removed, the conferences were renewed, and the 
Britiſh plenipotentiaries exerted all their rhetorick, both in 

public and private, to engage the allies in the Queens 
meaſures. At length the Duke of Savoy was prevailed 

upon to acquieſce in the offers of France. Mr. Thomaz 
Harley had been ſent ambaſſador to Hanover, with a view 

to perſuade the Elector that it would be for his intereſt to 
co-operate with her Majeſty; but that prince's reſolution 

was already taken, © Whenever it ſhall pleaſe God 

* (faid he) to call me to the throne of Britain, I hope to 

act as becomes me for the advantage of my people : in 

*© the mean time, {peak to me as to a German prince, and 

* a prince of the empire.“ Nor was ſhe more ſucceſsful 

in her endeavours to bring over the King of Pruſſia to her 
ſentiments. In the mean time, Lord Lexington was ap- 
pointed ambaſſador to Madrid, where King Philip ſolemnly 

fwore to obſerve the renunciation, which was approved 

aud confirmed by the Cortez. The like renunciation to 


the crown of Spain was afterwards made by the princes of 


France; and Philip was declared incapable of ſucceeding 
to the crown of that realm. The court of Portugal held 
out againſt the remonſtrances of England, until the Mar 
quis de Bay invaded that kingdom at the head of twenty 
thoutand men, and undertook the ſiege of Campo-Major, 
and they found they had no longer any hope of being 
alliſted by his Britannick Majeſty. The Portugueſe mi- 
niſter at Utrecht ſigned the ſuſpenſion of arms on the 

_ teventh day of Nov ember, and excuſed this ſtep to the 


in Spain were ordered to ſeparate from the army of Count 
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gtaremberg, and march to the neighbourhood of Barce- 
lona, where they were embarked on board an Engliſh ſqua- 
dron, commanded by Sir John Jennings, and | traniported to 
Minorca. 


lands, the Duke of Ormond returned to England, where 
the party-diſputes were become more violent than ever. 
The Whigs affected to celebrate the anniverſary of the 
hte King's birth-day, in London, with extraordinary re- 
jicings. Mobs were hired by both faCtions; and the 
whole city was filled with riot and uproar. A ridiculous 
ſcheme was contrived to frighten the Lord-Treaſurer 
with ſome ſquibs in a band-box, which the miniſters 
magnified into a conſpiracy. The Duke of Hamilton 
having been appointed ambaſſador extraordinary to the 
| court of France, the Whigs were alarmed, on the ſuppo- 
tion that this nobleman favoured the Pretender. Some 


ſubje& of a law-ſuit, furniſhed a pretence for a quarrel. 
Mohun, who had been twice tried for murther, and was 
counted a mean tool, as well as the Hector of the Whig 


challenging him to ſingle combat. The principals met 
by appointment in Hyde-Park, attended by Macartney and 
Colonel Hamilton. 'They fought with ſuch fury, that 
Mohun was killed upon the ſpot, and the Duke expired 
before he could be conveyed to his own houſe. Macart- 
ney diſappeared, and eſcaped in diſguiſe to the continent. 
Colonel Hamilton declared upon oath before the privy- 
council, that when the principals engaged, he and Ma- 
ſeutney followed their example; that Macartney was im- 
mediately diſarmed; but the Colonel ſeeing the Duke fall 
upon his antagoniſt, threw away the ſwords, and ran to 
lt him up; that while he was employed in raiſing the 
Duke, Macartney, having taken up one of the ſwords, 
tabbed his grace over Hamilton's ſhoulder, and retired 
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XIX. The campaign being at an end in the Nether- 


diſpute ariſing between the Duke and Lord Mohun, on the 


party, ſent a meſſage by General Macartney to the Duke, 


immediately. A proclamation was ifſued, promiſing a 
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the treachery of Macartney. 
hand, affirmed, that it was altogether a private quarrel: 
that Macartney was entirely innocent of the perfidy laid 
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apprehend or diſcover Macartney, and the Ducheſs of Ha. 
milton offered three hundred pounds for the ſame purpcſc, 
The Tories exclaimed againſt this event as a party due]: 
they treated Macartney as a cowardly aſſaſſin; and af. 
firmed that the Whigs had poſted others of the ſame ſtamp 
all round Hyde-Park, to murther the Duke of Hamilton, 
in cafe he had triumphed over his antagoniſt, and eſcaped 


The Whigs, on the other 


to his charge : that he afterwards ſubmitted to a fair 
trial, at which Colonel Hamilton prevaricated in giving 
his evidence, and was contradicted by the teſtimony of 
divers perſons who ſaw the combat at a diſtance. The 
Duke of Marlborough, hearing himſelf accuſed as the au- 
thor of thoſe party miſchiefs, and ſeeing his enemies grow 
every day more and more implacable, thought proper to 
retire to the continent, where he was followed by his du- 
cheſs. His friend Godolphin had died in September, with 


the general character of an able, cool, diſpaſſionate mini- 


iter, who had rendered himſelf neceſſary to four ſucceſ- 
ſive ſovereigns, and managed the finances with equal ſkill 
and integrity. The Duke of Shrewſbury was nominated 


ambaſſador to France, in the room of the Duke of Hamil- 


ton: the Duke d' Aumount arrived at London in the 
fame quality from the court of Verſailles; and about the 
ſame time the Queen granted an audience to the Marquis 


de Monteleone, whom Philip had appointed one of his 


plenipotentiaries at the congreſs. 

XX. In vain had the Britiſh miniſters in Holland 
endeavoured to overcome the obſtinacy of the States Ge- 
neral, by alternate threats, promiſes, and arguments. In 
vain did they repreſent, that the confederacy again 


France could be no longer ſupported with any proſpect of 


ſucceſs: that the Queen's aim had been to procure rea- 


ſonable terms for her allies; but that their oppoſition to 
her meaſures prevented her from obtaining ſuch conditi- 


ons as ſhe would have a right to demand in their favour, 
were 
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were they unanimous in their conſultations. In Novem- C H Ar. 
ber, the Earl of Strafford preſented a new plan of peace, * 
in which the Queen promiſed to inſiſt upon France's 1513. 
ceding to the States the city of Tournay, and ſome other 
places which they could not expect to poſſeſs, ſhould 
ſhe conclude a ſeparate treaty. 'They now began to wa- 
ver in their councils. The firſt tranſports of their re- 
ſentment having ſubſided, they plainly perceived that the 
continuation of the war would entail upon them a bur- 
then which they could not bear, eſpecially ſince the Duke 
of Savoy and the King of Portugal had deſerted the alli- 
ance; beſides, they were ſtaggered by the affair of the 
new barrier, ſo much more advantageous than that which 
France had propoſed in the beginning of the conferences. 
They were influenced by another motive: namely, the 
apprehenſion of new miſchiefs to the empire from the 
King of Sweden, whoſe affairs ſeemed to take a favourable 
turn at the Ottoman Porte, through the interceſſion of 
the French monarch. 'The Czar and King Auguſtus 
| had penetrated into Pomerania: the King of Denmark had 
taken Staden, reduced Bremen, and laid Hamburgh under 
contribution; but Count Steenbock, the Swediſh general, 
defeated the Daniſh army in Mecklenbourg, ravaged Hol- 
ſtein with great barbarity, and reduced the town of Al- 
tena to aſhes, The Grand Signor threatened to declare 
var againſt the Czar, on pretence that he had not per- 
formed ſome eſſential articles of the late peace: but his 
ral motive was an inclination to ſupport the King of 
Sweden. This diſpoſition, however, was defeated by a 
powerful party at the Porte, who were averſe to war. 
Charles, who {till remained at Bender, was deſired to re- 
en to his own kingdom, and given to underſtand, that 
the Sultan would procure him a ſafe paſſage. He treated 
the perſon who brought this intimation with the moſt, 
dutrageous inſolence; rejected the propoſal ; fortified his 
touſe ; and reſolved to defend himſelf to the laſt extre- 
mity, Being attacked by a conſiderable body of Turkiſh 
forces, he and his attendants fought with the moſt frantick 
| valour, 
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BOOK valour. They flew ſome hundreds of the aſſailants; but t glenipot 
3 laſt the Turks ſet fire to the houſe : fo that he was obliged Zinzend 
1712, to ſurrender himſelf and his followers, who were generally poſed to 
fold for flaves. He himſelf was conveyed under a tron on a ceſſ 
guard to Adrianople. Mean while the Czar landed with an Auſtria. 

army in Finland, which he totally reduced. Steenbock 1 and 
maintained himſelf in Tonningen until all his ſupplies WW the pien 

were cut off; and then he was obliged to deliver himſelf WM reſt of th 

and his troops priſoners of war. But this reverſe was not XX 
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foreſeen when the Dutch dreaded a rupture between the 
Porte and the Muſcovites, and were given to underſtand 
that the Turks would revive the troubles in Hungary. In 
that caſe, they knew the Emperor would recall great part 
of his troops from the Netherlands, where the burthen of 
the war mult lie upon their ſhoulders. After various con- 
ſultations in their different afſemblies, they came into the 
Queen's meaſures, and ſigned the barrier treaty. 
XXI. Then the plenipotentiaries of the four aff 
ciated circles preſented a remonſtrance to the Britiſh mi- 
niſters at Utrecht, imploring the Queen's interpoſition in 
their favour, that they might not be left in the miſerable 
condition to which they had been reduced by former 
treaties. They were given to underſtand, that if the 
ſhould not obtain what they deſired, they themſelves 
would be juſtly blamed as the authors of their own dil. 
appointment: that they had been deficient in furniſhing 
their proportion of troops and other neceſſaries; and left 
the whole burthen of the war to fall upon the Queen and 
the States in the Netherlands: that when a ceſſation wa 
judged neceſſary, they had deſerted her Majeſty to follow 
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the chimerical projects of Prince Eugene: that while ſhe 2. 
proſecuted the war with the utmoſt vigour, they had acted Pruſſia, Þ 
with coldneſs and indifference ; but when ſhe inclined t Wt : 
peace they began to exert themſelves in proſecuting bo- 3 5 
ſtilities with uncommon eagerneſs : that, neverthele's, i, gk 
ſhe would not abandon their intereſts, but endeavour .o . Ho 4 
procure for them as good conditions as their prepoſterous fle nigh 


eonduQt would allow her to demand. Even the Emperor $ 
plenipo- 
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lenipotentiaries began. to talk in more moderate terms. C H A p. 


Zinzendorf declared that his maſter was very well diſ- 
poſed to promote a general peace; and no longer inſiſted 
on a ceſſion of the Spaniſh monarchy to the Houſe of 
Auſtria. Philip's miniſters, together with thoſe of Bava- 
ra and Cologn, were admitted to the congreſs ; and now 
the plenipotentiaries of Britain acted as mediators for the 
eſt of the allies. | 
| (XXII. The pacification between France and England 
was retarded, however, by ſome unforeſeen difficulties that 
aroſe in adjuſting the commerce and the limits of the 
countries poſſeſſed by both nations in North-America. A 


Prior held many conferences with the French miniſtry : at 


vantage of Great-Britain; and the Engliſh plenipoten- 
taries received an order to ſign a ſeparate treaty. They 
declared to the miniſters of the other powers, that they 
and ſome other plenipotentiaries were ready to ſign their 
reſpective treaties on the eleventh day of April. Count Zin- 
zendorf endeavoured to poſtpone this tranſaction until he 
ſhould be furniſhed with freſh inſtructions from Vienna; 
znd even threatened that if the States ſhould ſign the 
peace contrary to his deſire, the Emperor would imme- 
dately withdraw his troops from the Netherlands. The 
miniſters of Great-Britain agreed with thofe of France, 
that his Imperial Majeſty ſhould have time to conſider whe- 
ther he would or would not accept the propoſals ; but this 
time was extended no farther than the firſt day of June; nor 
would they agree to a ceſſation of arms during that interval. 
ean while the peace with France was ſigned in different 
reaties by the plenipotentiaries of Great-Britain, Savoy, 
Lruſſa, Portugal, and the States-General. On the four- 
tenth day of the month, the Britiſh plenipotentiaries de- 


" mands of the French King for making peace with the 
' Houſe of Auſtria and the empire.” The Count and 
ue miniſters of the German princes exclaimed againſt 


length it was compromiſed, though not much to the ad- 


Inered to Count Zinzendorf, in writing, © offers and de- 


the 
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lng diſpute enſued; and the Duke of Shrewſbury and 


Burnet. 
Boyer. 
Hare. 
Lamber'y. 
Quincy, 
Rouſſet. 
Torcy. 
Bolingbfoke 
Voltaire. 
Tindal. 
Mil. Hiſt. 
Hiſt. of the 
D. of Mat i- 
buruvgls. 


_ HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


BOOK the inſolence of France, which had not even 3 the 
I. itle d to impoſe ter 
8 title of Emperor on Joſeph; but wante poſe terms 
171. upon them with relation to the Electors of Cologn and 
Bavaria. | 


RL reſf 

An. 1713 XXIII. The treaties of peace and commerce between WW aol 
England and France being ratified by the Queen of Eng. The 

land, the parliament was aſſembled on the ninth day of A pri, was | 

Ihe Queen told them the treaty was ſigned, and that in mos 

a few days the ratifications would be exchanged. She it We 

ſaid, what ſhe had done for the proteſtant ſucceſſion, and and 


the perfect friendſhip ſubſiſting between her and the houſe 8 
of Hanover, would convince thoſe who wiſhed well to both, 
and deſired the quiet and ſafety of their country, how defou 
vain all attempts were to divide them. She left it entirely 
to the Houſe of Commons to determine what force might 
be neceſlary for the ſecurity of trade by ſea, and for guards Exchi 
and garriſons. © Make yourſelves ſafe (ſaid ſhe) and | 53 
6 ſhall be ſatisfied. Next to the protection of the divine ed b 
« providence, I depend upon the loyalty and affection of the Q 


Vor 


* my people. I want no other guarantee.” She recom: the fc 
mended to their protection thoſe brave men who had e, condit 
poſed their lives in the ſervice of their country, and could land, 
not be employed in time of peace. She deſired they would but, t 
concert proper meaſures for eaſing the foreign trade of the and @ 
kingdom, for improving and encouraging manufacture treaty 
g and the fiſhery : and for employing the hands of il wie 
people. She expreſſed her diſpleaſure at the ſcandalou Dur 
Wl and ſeditious libels which had been lately publiſhed. by regula 
„ exhorted them to conſider of new laws to prevent this l. 1 
» centiouſneſs, as well as for putting a ſtop to the impious we pr 
„ practice of duelling. She conjured them to uſe their ut- Goll 
5 moſt endeavours to calm the minds of men at home, thit onder 
| the arts of peace might be cultivated 3 and that en 05 5 
| leſs jealouſies contrived by a faction, and fomented the ta; 
i" party-rage, might not effect that which their foreign 7 ſtipulat 
| mies could not accompliſh. This was the language * of Naj 
5 [ pious, candid, and benevolent ſovereign, who _ fi lands : 
| | . | hs ” the titl 
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conſidered her in that light. Each Houſe preſented her 
with a warm addrefs of thanks and congratulation, ex- 
preſſing, in particular, their inviolable attachment to the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion in the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover. 
The ratifications of the treaty being exchanged, the peace 
was proclaimed on the fifth of May, with the uſual cere- 
monies, to the inexpreſſible joy of the nation in general: 


it was about this period that the Chevalier de St. George 


conveyed a printed remonſtrance to the miniſters at Utrecht, 
ſolemnly proteſting againſt all that might be ſtipulated to 
his prejudice. The Commons, in a ſecond addrefs, had 
befought her Majeſty to communicate to the Houfe in due 
time the treaties of peace and commerce with France; and 
now they were produced by. 1 975 W NH Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

{ XXIV. By the treaty if peace the French King obli- 
ged himſelf to abandon! the Pretender, and acknowledge 
the Queen's title and the proteſtant fucceffion ; to raze 
the fortifications ' of Dunkirk within a limited' time, on 
condition of receiving an equivalent; to cede Newfound- 
land, Hudſon's-Bay, and St. Chriſtopher's to England; 
but, the French were left in pofſeſhon of Cape Breton, 


and at liberty to dry their fiſh on Newfoundland. By the 


treaty of commerce a free trade was eſtabliſhed, according 
to the tariff of the year one thoufand fix hundred and ſixty- 
four, except in ſome commodities that were ſubjected to new 
regulations in the year fixteen hundred and ninety-nine. 
It was agreed, That no other duties ſhould be impoſed on 
the productions of France imported into England than 
thoſe that were laid on the ſame commodities from other 
countries; and, That commiſſaries ſhould meet at Lon- 
don, to adjuſt all matters relating to commerce : as for 
the tariff with Spain, it was not yet finiſhed. It was 
ſtipulated, That the Emperor ſhould poſſeſs the kingdom 
of Naples, the duchy of Milan, and the Spaniſh Nether- 
lands: That the Duke of Savoy ſhould enjoy Sicily, with 
the title of king: That the ſame title, with the iſland of 

1 R Sardinia, 
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ſubjeQts with a truly parental affection. The parliament CHAP, 
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3 O O K Sardinia, ſhould be allotted to the Elector of Bavaria, 21 
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an indemnification for his loſſes: That the States-General 
ſhould reſtore Liſle and its dependencies: That Namur, 
Charleroy, Luxembourg, Ypres, and Newport ſhould be 
added to the other places they already poſſeſſed in Flan- 
ders; and That the King of Pruſſia ſhould have Upper. 
Gueldre, in lieu of Orange and the other eſtates belong- 
ing to that family in Franche Comte. The King of 
Portugal was ſatisfied z and the firſt day of June was fired 
as the period of time granted to the Emperor for conſide- 


ration. 


XXV. A day being appointed by. the " ETA to 
deliberate upon the treaty of commerce, very juſt and 
weighty objections were made to the eighth and ninth arti- 


cles, importing, That Great-Britain and France ſhould 
mutually enjoy all the privileges in trading with each 


other that either granted to the moſt favoured nation; 
and that no higher cuſtoms ſhould be exacted from the 
commodities of France, than thofe that were drawn from 
the ſame productions of any other people. 'The balance of 
trade having long inclined to the fide of France, ſevere 
duties had been laid on all the productions and manu- 
factures of that kingdom, fo as almoſt to amount to 2 
total prohibition. Some members obſerved, that, by the 


| treaty between England and Portugal, the duties charged 


upon the wines of that country were lower than tholc 
laid upon the wines of France: that ſhould they now be 


reduced to an equality, the difference of freight was ſo 


that the French wines would be found much cheap- 
er than thoſe of Portugal; and, as they were more agree- 
able to the taſte of the nation in general, there would be 
no market for the Portugueſe wines in England: that 
ſhould this be the caſe, the Engliſh would loſe their trade 
with Portugal, the moſt advantageous of any traffick which 


they now carried on: for it conſumed a great quantity of 


their manufactures, and returned a yearly ſum of fix hun- 
dred thouſand pounds in gold. Mr. Nathaniel Gould, 


formerly governor of te Bank, affirmed, that as mY 
ad, 


urged. 
tendec 
woole 
ſequer 
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imported from France: by which means, an infinite 
number of artificers was employed, and a vaſt ſum annually 
ſaved to the nation: but theſe people would now be re- 
duced to beggary, and that money loſt again to the king- 


dom, ſhould French commodities of the ſame kind be im- 


ported under ordinary duties, becauſe labour was much 


cheaper in France than in England, conſequently the 


Britiſh manufactures would be underſold and ruined. He 
urged, that the ruin of the filk manufacture would be at- 
tended with another diſadvantage. Great: quantiries of 


woolen cloths were vended in Italy and Turkey, in con- 


ſequence of the raw filk which the Engliſh merchants 


| bought up in thoſe countries; and, ſhould the ſilk manu- 


ſacture at home be loſt, thoſe markets for Britiſh commo- 
dities would fail of courſe. Others alledged, that if the 
articles of commerce had been ſettled before the Engliſh 
troops ſeparated from thoſe of the confederates, the French 


| King would not have preſumed to inſiſt upon ſuch terms, 
| but have been glad to comply with more moderate con- 
| ditions. Sir William Wyndham reflected on the late mini- 
ſtry, for having neglected to make an advantageous peace 
when it was in their power. He ſaid that Portugal would 
always have occaſion for the woolen manufactures and 
the corn of England, and be obliged to buy them at all 
| events. After a violent debate, the Houſe reſolved, by a 
| great majority, That a bill ſhould be brought in to make 
| good the eighth. and ninth articles of the treaty of com- 
| merce with France. Againſt theſe articles, however, the 
| Portugueſe miniſter preſented a memorial, declaring, that 
| ſhould the duties on French wines be lowered to the ſame 
| level with thoſe that were laid on the wines of Portugal, 

his maſter would renew the prohibition of the woolen 
| manufactures, and other products of Great-Britain. In- 
| &ed, all the trading part of the nation exclaimed againſt 
R 2 | the 
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had, ſince the Revolution, encouraged woolen manufactures, C H AP. 
* 

and prepared at home ſeveral commodities which formerly 4 


they drew from England; ſo the Engliſh . had learned to 
| make filk ſtuffs, paper, and all manner of toys formerly 
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0.0 K the treaty of commerce, which ſeems to have been cou 


malt for another year, and extended this tax to the whol: 


ſhould be laid on the malt in Scotland during the wa, 


adjournment of the parliament, on account of the Whitſur 
diſtinctions, met and deliberated on this ſubject. They 
deputed the Duke of Argyle, the Earl of Mar, Mr. 
Lockhart, and Mr. Cockburn, to lay their grievance 


men bore with impatience the violation of ſome article 
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5 
AX 


| cluded in a hurry, before the miniſters fully underſtoo en to 
the nature of the ſubject. This precipitation was owing u Turing fl 
the fears that their endeavours after peace would miſcarry, iſ | ord N. 
from the intrigues of the Whig faction, and the obſtinar ſhe Seo 
ition of the confederates. nion v 

$ XXVI. The Commons having granted an aid of tw Jerions 


ſhillings in the pound, proceeded to renew the duty on 4 
: an 


iſland, notwithſtanding the warm remonſtrances of dd: f e , 
Scottiſh members, who repreſented it as a burthen whit 
their country could not bear. They inſiſted upon an ex WW 577 


never lo⸗ 


preſs article of the Union, ſtipulating, That no dutj 9 


which they affirmed was not yet finiſhed, inaſmuch as th: I Das 
peace with Spain had not been proclaimed. During the ye 


holidays, the Scots of both Houſes, laying aſide all party: a Sara 
e u 


prdinanc 
Expedient 
dot have 
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before the Queen. They repreſented, that their country 


of the Union ; and that the impoſition of ſuch an inſup- 
portable burthen as the malt-tax would in all probability 
prompt them to declare the Union diſſolved. The Queen 
alarmed at this remonſtrance, anſwered, that ſhe wiſhet 
they might not have cauſe to repent of ſuch a precipitate 
reſolution ; but ſhe would endeavour to make all thing 


eaſy. On the firſt day of June, the Earl of Findlater, it = by { 
the Houſe of Peers, 1969 TAY) that the Scottiſh nation . 24 4 
was agprieved in many inſtances ; that they were deprive oy "5 
of a privy-council, and ſubjected to the Engliſh laws in cali 3 ps LE 
of treaſon ; that their Sh were rendered incapabt 8 K ngl 
of being created Britiſh peers; and that now they wer the 15 
oppreſſed with the inſupportable burthen of a malt- tu ſhil 
when they had reaſon to expect they ſhould reap the beit 5 Englit 
fits of peace 3 he, therefore, moved, that leave might much we 
80 untry n 
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kuring the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover. 

g "xd North and Grey affirmed, that the complaints of 
Je Scots were groundleſs ; that the diſſolution of the 
Vnion was impracticable; and he made ſome ſarcaſtick re- 
Wexions on the poverty of that nation. He was anſwered 
Sy the Earl of Eglington, who admitted the Scots were poor, 
and therefore unable to pay the malt-tax. The Earl of 


ſerved, that when the treaty was made, the Scots took it 
for granted that the parliament of Great-Britain would 
erer load them with any impoſition that they had reaſon 

J believe grievous. The Earl of Peterborough compared 
l the Union to a marriage. He ſaid, that though England, 
o muſt be ſuppoſed the huſband, might in ſome inſtances 
te prove unkind to the lady, ſhe ought not immediately to ſue 
* For a divorce, the rather becauſe ſhe had very much mended 
er fortune by the match. Ilay replied, that marriage was an 
i prdinance of God; and the Union no more than a political 
1 xpedient. The other affirmed, that the contract could 
i hot have been more ſolemn, unleſs, like the ten com- 


Fl mandments, it had come from heaven: he inveighed 


{up 
ility 
een 
ſhelf 


itate 


hat would have all the advantages reſulting from the Union, 


f all their eſtates. To theſe animadverſions the Duke of 


Argyle made a very warm reply. © I have been reflected 
me on by ſome people (ſaid he) as if I was diſguſted, and had 


, Ul 
ation 
rived 
cale 
pabl 


[ undervalue their judgement.” He urged, that the malt- 

ax in Scotland was like taxing land by the acre through- 

ut England, becauſe land was worth five pounds an acre 

* the neighbourhood of London, and would not fetch ſo 
any ſhillings in the remote counties. In like manner, 

ta { | . 

ben e Engliſh malt was valued at four times the price of that 


cht de 


* i 


| Puntry muſt be lev ied by a regiment of dragoons. He 


owned 


a lay, among other pertinent remarks upon the Union, ob- 


gainſt the Scots, as a people that would never be ſatisfied; 


Put would pay nothing by their good will, although they 
ad received more money from England than the amount 


changed ſides; but I deſpiſe their perſons, as much as 


ch was made in Scotland; therefore, the tax in this 


us 


N ren to bring 1 in a bill for diſſolving the Union, and ſe- C H AP, 
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owned he had a great ſhare in making the Union, with 2 
view to ſecure the proteſtant ſucceſſion ; but he was now 
ſatisfied this end might be anſwered as effeCtually if the 
Union was diflolved ; and, if this ſtep ſhould not be taken, 
he did not expect Jong to have either property left in Scot- 
land, or liberty in England. All the Whig members 
voted for the diflolution of that treaty which they had ſo 
eagerly promoted; while the Tories ſftrenuouſly ſupported 
the meaſure againſt which they had once argued with 


ſuch vehemence. In the courſe of the debate, the Lord- 


Treaſurer obſerved, that although the malt-tax were im- 
poſed, it might be afterwards remitted by the crown. 
The Earl of Sunderland exprefled ſurpriſe at hearing that 
noble lord broach a doctrine which tended to eſtabliſn a 
deſpotick diſpenſing power, and arbitrary government. Ox- 
ford replied, his family had never been famous, as ſome 
others had been, for promoting and adviſing arbitrary mes. 
fures. Sunderland, conſidering this expreſſion as a far- 
caſm levelled at the memory of his father, took occaſion 
to vindicate his conduct; adding, that in thoſe days the 
other lord's family was hardly known. Much violent alter. 
cation was diſcharged. At length the motion for the bil 
was rejected by a ſmall majority, and the en after. 
Wards paſſed with great difficulty. 
XXVII. Another bill being brought into the Houle 


of Commons, for rendering the treaty of commerce e- 


| feCtual, fach a number of petitions were delivered againſt 
It, and ſo many ſolid arguments advanced by the merchants 
who were examined on the ſubject, that even a great num- 
ber of Tory members were Since of the bad conſe- 
quence it would produce to trade, and voted againſt the 
miniſtry on this occafion ; ſo that the bill was rejected by 
2 majority of nine voices. At the ſame time, however, 
the Houſe agreed to an addreſs, thanking her Majeſty for 


the great care ſhe had taken of the ſecurity and honour 0! 


her kingdoms in the treaty of peace; as alſo for having 


laid ſo good a foundation for the intereſt of her people in 


2, 


trade, They likewiſe beſought her to appoint commil- 


foners 


quill; 
terror 
in pri 
Indies 
little 


that it 
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Foners to treat with thoſe of France, for adjuſting ſuch C HAP. 
matters as ſhould be neceſſary to be ſettled on the ſubject 3 
of commerce, that the treaty might be explained and per- 1513. 
ſected for the good and welfare of her people. The Queen | 
interpreted this addreſs into a full approbation of the trea- 

ties of peace and commerce, and thanked them accordingly 

in the warmeſt terms of ſatisfaction and acknowledgement. 

The Commons afterwards defired to know what equivalent 

ſhould be given for the demolition of Dunkirk ; and ſhe 

gave them to underſtand, that this was already in_the 

hands of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty : then they beſought 

her that ſhe would not evacuate the towns of Flanders 

that were in her poſſeſſion, until thoſe who were entitled 

to the ſovereignty of the Spaniſh Netherlands ſhould agree 

to ſuch articles for regulating trade as might place the 
ſubjects of Great-Britain upon an equal footing with thoſe 

of any other nation. The Queen made a favourable an- 

{wer to all their remonſtrances. Such were the ſteps 

taken by the parliament during this ſeſſion with relation 

to the famous treaty of Utrecht, againſt which the Whigs 

| exclaimed ſo violently, that many well-meaning people 
believed it would be attended with the immediate ruin of 

the kingdom: yet, under the ſhadow of this very treaty, 
Great-Britain enjoyed a long term of peace and tran- 
quillity. Biſhop Burnet was heated with an enthuſiaſtick 

| terrour of the Houſe of Bourbon. He declared to the Queen 

| a in private, that any treaty by which Spain and the Weſt- 

" WH Indies were left in the hands of King Philip muſt in a 

little time deliver all Europe into the hands of France : 


4 that if any ſuch peace was made, the Queen was betrayed, 
* and her people ruined : that in leſs than three years ſhe 
by would be murthered, and the fires would blaze again in 


Smithfield. This prelate lived to ſee his prognoſtick diſ- 
appointed ; therefore, he might have ſuppreſſed this anec- 
W Gote of his own conduct. 

XXVIII. On the twenty-fifth day of June, the 
Queen ſignified, in a meſſage to the Houſe of Commons, 
taat her civil liſt was burthened with ſome debts incurred 

— 
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by ſeveral articles of extraordinary expenſe ; and that ſhe 
hoped they would empower her to raiſe ſuch a ſum of 
money. upon the funds for that proviſion, as would be 
ſufficient to diſcharge the incumberances, which amounted 
to five hundred thouſand pounds. A bill was immediately 
prepared for raifing this ſum on the civil-liſt revenue, and 
paſſed through both Houſes with ſome difficulty. Both 
Queen concerning the 
Chevalier. de St. George, who had repaired to Lorraine. 


"They deſired ſhe would preſs the Duke of that name, and 


all the princes and ſtates in amity with her, to exclude from 
their dominions the pretender to the imperial crown of 
Great-Britain. A publick thankſgiving for the peace 


was appointed and celebrated with great ſolemnity; and 


on the ſixteenth day of July the Queen cloſed the ſeſſion 
with a ſpeech which was not at all agreeable to the violent 
Whigs, becauſe it did not contain one word about the Pre- 
tender and the-proteſtant ſucceſſion. From theſe omiſſions 
they concluded, that the dictates of natural affeCtion had bi- 
afſed her in favour of the Chevalier de St. George. What. 
ever ſentiments of tenderneſs and compaſſion ſhe might 
feel for that unfortunate 'exile, the acknowledged fon of 
her own father, it does not appear that ſhe ever entertained 
a thought of altering the ſucceſſion as by law eſtabliſhed, 


The term of Sacheverel's ſuſpenſion being expired, extra- 
ordinary rejoicings were made upon the occaſion. He 
was defired to preach before the Houſe of Commons, who- 


thanked him for his ſermon 3 and the Queen promoted 
him to the rich benefice of St. Andrew's, Holbourn. On 
the other hand, the Duke d'Aumount, ambaſſador from 
France, was inſulted by the populace. Scurrilous ballads 
were publiſhed againſt him both in the Engliſh and French 
languages, He received divers anonymous letters, cor- 
taining threats of ſetting fire to his houſe, which was ac- 
cordingly burned to the ground, though whether by acci- 
dent or deſign he could not well determine. The ma- 
giſtracy of Dunkirk, having ſent a deputation with an 
addrels to the Queen, humbly imploring her Majelty to 
{pare 


ſpare t 


that th 
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ſpare the port and harbour of that town, and raven. CH AP, 


that they might be uſeful to her own ſubjeQs, thememorial 
was printed and diſperſed, and the arguments it contained 


| were anſwered and refuted by Addiſon, Steele, and Mayn- 


waring. Commiſſioners were ſent to ſee the fortifications 
of Dunkirk demoliſhed. They were accordingly razed to 
the ground; the harbour was filled up; and the Duke 
d Aumont returned to Paris in the month of November. 
The Queen, by her remonſtrances to the court of Ver- 
failles, had procured the enlargement of one hundred and 


thirty-ſix proteſtants from the gallies: underſtanding af- 


terwards that as many more were detained on the ſame 
zcoount, ſhe made ſuch application to the French miniſtry, 
that they too were releaſed. Then ſhe appointed General 
Roſs her envoy extraordinary to the King of France. 
XXIX. The Duke of Shrewſbury being nominated 
lord-lieutenant of Ireland, aſſembled the parliament of that 
kingdom on the twenty-fifth day of November, and found 
the two Houſes ſtill at variance, on the oppolite principles 
of Whig and Tory. Allen Broderick being choſen 
ſpeaker of the Commons, they ordered a bill to be brought 


in, to attaint the Pretender and all his adherents. They 
| proſecuted Edward Lloyd, for publiſhing a book intituled, 
| © Memoirs of the Chevalier de St. George; and they 
| apreed upon an addreſs to the Queen, to remove from the 


chancellorſhip Sir Conſtantine Phipps,” who had counte- 
nanced the Tories of that kingdom. 'The Lords, how- 


| ever, reſolved, that Chancellor Phipps had, in his ſeveral 
ſtations, acquitted himſelf with honour and integrity. 
The two Houſes of Convocation preſented an addreſs to 


the ſame purpoſe. They likewiſe complained of Mr. 


Moleſworth, for having inſulted them, by ſaying, when 
they appeared in the caſtle of Dublin, © They that have 


turned the world upſide-down are come hither alſo ;” 


and he was removed from the privy-council. The Duke 


of Shrewſbury received orders to prorogue this parliament, 
which was divided againſt itſelf, and portended nothing 


but 8 broils. Then he obtained leave to return 


to 
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to England, leaving Chancellor Phipps, with the Arch. 
biſhops of Armagh and Tuam, juſtices of the kingdom. 
XXX. The parliament of England had been dif. 
ſolved ; and the eleCtions were managed in ſuch a man- 
ner as to retain the legiſlative power in the hands of the 
Tories: but the meeting of the new parliament was de- 
layed by repeated prorogations to the tenth day of Decem- 
ber; a delay partly owing to the Queen's indiſpoſition; 
and partly to the conteſts among her miniſters. Oxford 
and Bolingbroke were competitors for power, and rivals in 
reputation for ability. The Treaſurer's parts were 
deemed the more folid ; the Secretary's more ſhining : but 


both miniſters were aſpiring and ambitious. The firſt 


was bent upon maintaining the firſt rank in the admini. 


ſtration, which he had poſſeſſed fince the revolution in the 


miniſtry : the other diſdained to act as a ſubaltern to the 
man whom he thought he excelled in genius, and equalled 
in importance. They began to form ſeparate cabals, and 
adopt different principles. Bolingbroke infinuated himſelf 
into the confidence of Lady Maſham, to whom Oxford 
had given ſome cauſe of diſguſt. By this communication 
he gained ground in the good opinion of his ſovereign, 
while the Treaſurer loft it in the ſame proportion. Thu: 
the who had been the author of his elevation was now 
uſed as the inſtrument of his diſgrace. The Queen was 
ſenſibly affected with theſe diſſentions, which ſhe inter- 
poſed her advice and authority, by turns, to appeaſe : bu: 
their mutual animoſity continued to rankle under an es- 
terior accommodation. The intereſt of Bolingbroke was 
powerfully fupported by Sir Simon Harcourt, the chan- 
cellor, Sir William Wyndham, and Mr. Secretary Brom- 
ley. Oxford perceived his own influence was on the 
wane, and began to think of retirement. Mean while, 
the Earl of Peterborough was appointed ambaſſador to the 
King of Sicily; and ſet out for Turin, The Queen 
retired to Windfor, where ſhe was ſeiſed with a very dan- 
gerous inflammatory fever. The hopes of the e 
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overwhelmed with conſternation, which was not a little 


increaſed by the report of an armament equipped in the 


orts of France. They ſent one of their members to re- 


preſent to the Treaſurer the danger that threatened the 


publick credit. The Queen, being made acquainted with 
theſe occurrences, figned a letter to Sir Samuel Stancer, 
lord-mayor of London, declaring, that now ſhe was re- 
covered of her late indiſpoſition ſhe would return to the 


place of her uſual reſidence, and open the parliament on 


the ſixteenth day of February. This intimation ſhe ſent 
to her loving ſubjects of the city of London, to the intent 
that all of them, in their ſeveral ſtations, might diſcoun- 
tenance thoſe malicious rumours ſpread by evil-minded 


perſons, to the prejudice of crediz, and the imminent 


hazard of the publick peace and tranquillity. The Queen's 
recovery, together with certain intelligence ' that the ar- 


mament was a phantom, and the Pretender ſtill in Lor- 
raine, helped to aſſuage the ferment of the nation, which 


had been induſtriouſiy raiſed by party-writings. Mr. Ri- 
chard Steele publiſhed a performance, intituled “ The 


Criſis,“ in defence of the Revolution and the proteſtant 


eſtabliſhment, and enlarging upon the danger of a popiſh 
ſucceſſor. On the other hand, the hereditary right of the 
crown of England was afferted in a large volume, ſup- 


poſed to be written with a view to pave the way for the 


Pretender's acceſhon. One Bedford was apprehended, 
tried, convicted, and ſeverely puniſhed, as the publiſher of 
this treatiſe. 

5 XXXI. While England was harraſſed by theſe in- 


teſtine commotions, the Emperor, rejecting the terms of 


peace propoſed by France, reſolved to maintain the war 
at his own expenſe, with the aſſiſtance of the empire. His 
forces on the Rhine, commanded by Pri nce Eugene, were 


ſo much outnumbered by the French under Villars, that 


they could not prevent the enemy from reducing the two 


important fortreſſes of Landau and Friburg. His Im- 


perial Majeſty hoped that the death of Queen Anne, or 
that 
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that of Louis XIV. would produce an alteration i in Europe 


that might be favourable to his intereſt ; and he depended 


upon the conduct and fortune of Prince Eugene, for ſome 
Jucky event in war. But finding himſelf diſappointed in 
all theſe expectations, and abſolutely unable to ſupport 


the expenſe of another campaign, he hearkened to over- 


tures of peace that were made by the Electors of Cologn 
and Palatine; and conferences were opened at the caſtle 
of Al-Raſtadt, between Prince Eugene and Mareſchal 
de Villars, on the twenty-ſixth day of November. In the 
beginning of February, theſe miniſters ſeparated, without 
ſeeming to have come to any concluſion 3 but all the ar- 


ticles being ſettled between the two courts of Vienna and 


Verſailles, they met again the latter end of the month: 
the treaty was ſigned on the third day of March; and or- 
ders were ſent to the governors and commanders on both 
ſides to deſiſt from all hoſtilities. By this treaty, the 
French King yielded to the Emperor Old Briſac, with all 
its dependencies, Friburg, the forts in the Briſgau and 
He engaged to 
demoliſh the fortifications oppoſite to Huningen, the fort 
of Sellingen, and all between that and Fort Louis. The 
town and fortreſs of Landau were ceded to the King of 
France, who acknowledged the Elector of Hanover. The 
Electors of Bavaria and Cologn were reſtored to all their 
The Emperor was put in im- 
mediate poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Netherlands; and the 
King of Pruſſia was permitted to retain the high quarter 
of Gueldres. Finally, the contracting parties agreed that a 
congreſs ſhould be opened on the firſt of May, at Baden in 
Switzerland, for terminating all differences; and Prince Eu- 
gene and Mareſchal de Villars were appointed their firſt 
plenipotentiaries. 

$ XXXII. The ratiſications of the treaty DA Great- 
Britain and Spain being exchanged, the peace was pro- 
claimed on the firſt day of March, i in London ; and the 
articles were not diſagreeable to the Engliſh nation. The 
xingdoms of France and Spain were ſeparated for ever. 
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Philip acknowledged the proteſtant ſucceſſion, and re- 
nounced the Pretender. He agreed to a renewal of the 
treaty of navigation and commerce concluded in the year 
one thouſand fix hundred and ſixty-ſeven. He granted an 
excluſive privilege to the Engliſh for furniſhing the Spa- 
niſh Weſt-Indies with negroes, according to the aſſiento 
contraQt *. He ceded Gibraltar to England, as well as 
the iſland of Minorca, on congition that the Spaniſh in- 

habitants ſhould enjoy their eſtates and religion. He obli- 
| ged himſelf to grant a full pardon to the Catalonians, with 


and to yield the kingdom of Sicily to the Duke of Savoy. 
The new parliament' was opened by commiſhon in 3 
ary, and Sir Thomas Hanmer was choſen Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons. On the ſecond day of March, the 
Queen being carried in a ſedan to the Houſe of Lords, 

ſignified to both Houſes, that ſhe had obtained an honour- 
1 | able and advantageous peace for her own people, and for 
| the greateſt part of her allies; and ſhe hoped her inter- 


/ | poſition might prove effeCtual to complete the ſettlement 
| of Europe. -She obſerved, that ſome perſons had been fo 
p | malicious as to inſinuate that the proteſtant ſucceſhon in 
| | the houſe of Hanover was in danger under her govern- 
: ment; but that thoſe who elend oured to diſtract the 
8 minds of men with imaginary dangers could only mean 
7 | to diſturb the public tranquillity. She ſaid, that after 


6 Al ſhe had done to ſecure the religion and liberties of her 
, | people, ſhe could not mention ſuch proceedings without 


4 | ſome degree of warmth ; and ſhe hoped her parliament 
1 would agree with her, that attempts to weaken her autho- 
3 rity, or to render the poſſeſſion of the crown uneaſy to her, 
vu WW. | 

+ could never be proper means to ſtrengthen the proteſtanr 


Lords, the Commons, and the Convocation ; but the ill 
| humour 


N The aſſiento contract ſtipulated that from the firſt FO of May, 1713. t 
tte firſt of May, 1743, the company ſhould tranſport into the Weſl-Inoirs 
ane hundred forty-four thouſand negroes, at the rate of four thouſand cis 
hundred negroes a year; and pay for each mgrothirtv- three pieces of eight! 
{and one third, in full for all royal duties, 


ſueceſſion. Affectionate addreſſes were preſented by the 


the poſſeſſion of all their eſtates, honours, and privileges, 
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BOOK humour of party ſtill ſubſiſted, and was daily inflamed by 
1 new pamphlets and papers. Steele, ſupported. by Addiſon 
1713. and Hallifax, appeared in the front of thoſe who. drew their 
pens in defence of Whig principles; and Swift was the 


champion of the miniſtry. _ 
XXIII. The Earl of Wharton hi; in the 


cc of the Whigs ſet forth in their generous encourage- 
cc ment of the author of the Criſis.” It was a ſarcaſtick 
performance, imputed to Lord Bolingbroke and Swift, 
interſperſed with ſevere reflections upon the Union, the 
Scottiſh nation, and the Duke of Argyle in particular, 


thor, and readily cancurred in an order for taking into 
cuſtody John Morphew, the publiſher, as well as John 
Barber, printer of the Gazette, from whoſe houſe the 
copies were brought to Morphew. The Earl of Wharton 
ſaid it highly concerned the honour of that auguſt aſſembly 
to find out the villain who was author of that falſe and 
ſcandalous libel, that juſtice might be done to the Scottilh 
nation. He moved, that Barber and his ſervants might be 
examined; but, next day, the Earl of Mar, one of the 
Secretaries of State, declared, that, in purſuance to her 
Majeſty's command, he had directed John Barber to be 
proſecuted. Notwithſtanding this interpoſition, which 
was calculated to ſcreen the offenders, the Lords preſented 
an addreſs, beſeeching her Majeſty to iſſue out her royal 
' proclamation, promiſing a reward to any perſon who thould 
diſcover the author of the libel, which they conceived to be 
falſe, malicious, and factious, highly diſhonourable and 
ſcandalous to her Majeſty's ſubjects of Scotland, moſt inju- 
rious to her Majeſty, and tending to the ruin of the conſt 
tution. In compliance with their requeſt, a reward of three 
hundred pounds was offered ; but the author remained 
| ſafe from all detection. 
$ XXXIV. The Commons having granted the ſupplies 
ordered a bill to be brought in for ſecuring the freedom 0 
parliaments, by limiting the number of officers in the 


Houl? 


Houſe of Lords of a libel intituled, * The publick ſpirit | 


The Lord-Treaſurer diſelaimed all knowledge of the au- 
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Houſe of Commons; and it paſſed through both Houſes 
with little difficulty. In March, a complaint was made 
of ſeveral ſcandalous papers lately publiſhed, under the name 
of Richard Steele, Eſquire, a member of the Houſe, Sir 
William Wyndham obſerved, | that ſome of that author's 
writings contained inſolent, (injurious reflections on the 
Queen herſelf, and were dictated by the ſpirit of rebellion. 
Steele was ordered to attend in hs place : ſome paragraphs 
of his works were read; and he anſwered them with an 
affected air of ſelf-confidence and'unconcern. A day being 
appointed for his trial, he acknowledged the writings, and 
entered into a more circumſtantial defence. He was aſhſt- 
ed by Mr. Addiſon, General Stanhope, and Mr. Walpole; 
and attacked by Sir William; Wyndham, Mr. Foley, and 
the Attorney-General. Whatever could be urged in his 
favour was but little regarded by the majority, which voted, 
that two pamphlets, entituled, “ The Engliſhman, and the 


id Wand ſeditious libels; and that he ſhould be expelled the 
h Houſe of Commons. | | 

be WH { XXXV. The Lords, taking into dion the 
he Wi tate of the nation, reſolved upon addreſſes to the Queen, 
zer deſiring they might know what ſteps had been taken for 
be removing the Pretender from the dominions of the Duke 
ich of Lorraine: that ſhe would impart to them a detail of the 
ted Wi negociations for peace; a recital of the inſtances which 
al had been made in favour of the Catalans; and an account 
uld Not the monies granted by parliament ſince the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ten, to carry on the war in 
Spain and Portugal. They afterwards agreed to other 
adreſſes, beſeeching her Majeſty to lay before them the 
debts and ſtate of the navy, the particular writs of Noli 
Proſequi granted fince her-acceſſion to the throne; and a 
lit of ſuch perſons as, notwithſtanding ſentence of out- 
awry or attainder, had obtained licences to return into 
Creat-Britain, or other of her Majeſty's dominions, ſince the 


Crifis,” written by Richard Steele, Eſquire, were ſcandalous 
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in behalf of the diſtreſſed Catalans, the Houſe adjourned 


itſelf to the laſt day of March. As the minds of men hag 
been artfully irritated by falſe reports of a deſign undertaken 


by France in behalf of the Pretender, the ambaſſador of 


that crown at the Hague, diſowned it in a publick paper, 
by command of his Moft Chriſtian Majeſty. The ſuſpi. 
cions of many people, however, had been too deeply plant- 
ed by the arts and infinuations of the Whig leaders, to be 
eradicated by this or any other declaration; and what 
ſerved to rivet their apprehenſions, was a total removal of 
the Whigs from all the employments, civil and military, 
which they had hitherto retained. Theſe were now be- 


ſtowed upon profeſſed Tories, ſome of whom were attach- 
ed at bottom to the ſuppoſed heir of blood. At a time 


when the Queen's views were maliciouſly miſrepreſented; 
when the wheels of her government were actually impeded, 
and her ſervants threatened with proſcription by a power- 


ful, turbulent, and implacable faction; no wonder that 


ſhe diſcharged the partiſans of that faction from her ſervice, 
and filled their places with thoſe who were diftinguiſhed 
by a warm affection to the houſe of Stuart, and by a ſub- 
miſlive reſpect for the regal authority. Thoſe were ſteps 


which her own ſagacity muſt have ſuggeſted ; and which 


her miniſters would naturally adviſe as neceffary for their 
own preſervation. 'The Whigs were all in commotion, 
either apprehending, or affecting to apprehend, that a de- 
ſign was formed to ſecure the Pretender's ſucceſſion to the 
throne of Great-Britain. Their chiefs held ſecret conſul- 
tations with Baron Schutz, the refident from Hanover. 
They communicated their obſervations to the Elector : 
they received his inſtructions: they maintained a corre- 
ſpondence with the Duke of Marlborough; and they con- 
certed meaſures for oppoſing all efforts that might be made 
againſt the proteſtant ſucceffion upon the death of the 
Queen, whoſe health was by this time ſo much impaired, 
that every week was believed to be the laſt of her life. 
This conduct of the Whigs was reſolute, active, and 
would have been laudable, had their zeal been 5 

| within 


clared 
behalf 
longer 
howey 
deavo! 
would 
reſpeC 
ſpirit 
diſgrac 
of Chi 
countr 
pating 
though 
of Sur 
niſter 
of bot! 
concerr 
no inſt; 
pole. 
made tl 
miniſte} 
Whartc 
« ſucce 
« tion * 
biſhop c 
polition 
vinced a2 
of the 
Vor. 


ANN E. 


within the bounds of truth and moderation; but they, C At ey, | 
moreover, employed all their arts to excite and encourage 


the fears and jealouſies of the people. 

(XXXVI. The Houſe of Peers reſounded with debates 
upon the Catalans, the Pretender, and the danger that 
threatened the proteſtant ſucceſſion. With reſpect, to the 
Catalonians, they repreſented, that Great-Britain had 
prevailed upon them to declare for the houſe of Auſtria, 
with promiſe of ſupport; and that theſe engagements 
ought to have been made good. Lord Bolingbroke de- 
clared that the Queen had uſed all her endeavours in their 
behalf; and that her engagements with them ſubſiſted no 
longer than King Charles reſided in Spain. They agreed, 
however, to an addreſs, acknowledging her Majeſty's en- 
deavours in favour of the Ca italans, and requeſting the 
would continue her interpoſition in their behalf. With 
reſpe& to the Pretender, the Whig lords expreſſed ſuch a 
ſpirit of perſecution and rancorous hate, as would have 
diſgraced the members of any, even the loweſt aſſembly 
of Chriſtians. Not contented with hunting him from one 
country to another, they ſeemed eagerly bent upon extir- 
pating him from the face of the earth, as if they had 
thought it was a crime in him to be born. The Earl 
of Sunderland declared, from the information of the mi- 
niſter of Lorraine, that, notwithſtanding the application 
of both Houſes to her Majeſty during the laſt ſeſſion, 
concerning the Pretender's being removed from Lorraine, 
no inſtances had yet been made to the Duke for that pur- 
pole. Lord Bolingbroke affirmed that he himſelf had 
made thoſe inſtances, in the Queen's name, to that very 
miniſter before his departure from England. The Earl of 
Wharton propoſed a queſtion, „Whether the proteſtant 
“ ſucceſſion was in danger under the preſent adminiſtra- 
« tion?” A warm debate enſued, in which the Arch- 
biſhop of York and the Earl of Angleſey joined in the op- 
polition to the miniſtry. The Earl pretended to be con- 
vinced and converted by the arguments uſed in the courſe 
of the debate. He owned he had given his aſſent to the 
Vor. II. 8 ceſſation 
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ceſſation of arms, for which he took ſhame to himſelf 
aſking pardon of God, his country, and his conſcience, 
He affirmed that the honour of his ſovereign, and the god 
of his country, were the rules of his actions; but that, 
without reſpect of perſons, ſhould he find himſelf in. 
poſed upon, he durſt purſue an evil miniſter from the 


Queen's cloſet to the Tower, and from the 'Tower to the 


ſcaffold. This converſion, however, was much more 
owing to a full perſuaſion that a miniſtry divided againſt 
itſelf could not long ſubſiſt, and that the proteſtant ſuc- 


ceſſion was firmly ſecured. He, therefore, reſolved to make 


a merit of withdrawing himſelf from the intereſts of a 
tottering adminiſtration, in whoſe ruin he might be in- 
volved. The Duke of Argyle charged the miniſters with 
mal-adminiſtration, both within thoſe walls and without: 
he offered to prove that the Lord-Treaſurer had yearly 
remitted a ſum of money to the Highland clans of Scot- 


land, who were known to be entirely devoted to the Pre- 


tender. He affirmed that the new modelling of the army, 
the practice of diſbanding ſome regiments out of their 
turn, and removing a great number of officers, on account 
of their affection to the Houſe of Hanover, were clear in- 
dications of the miniſtry's deſigns; that it was a diſgrace 
fo the nation to fee men who had never looked an enemy 
in the face advanced to the poits of icveral brave officers, 
who, after they had often expoſed their lives for their 
country, were now ſtarving in priſon for debt, on account 
of their pay's being detained. The Treaſurer, laying his 
hand upon his breaſt, ſaid he had on ſo many occaſions 


given ſuch ſignal proo!s of affection to the proteſtant ſuc- 


ceſſion, that he was ſure no member of that augult aflen- 
bly did call it in queſtion. He owned he had remittcd, 
for two or three years paſt, between three and four thou- 
ſand pounds to the Highland clans; and he hoped tie 
Houſe would give him an opportunity to clear his con- 
duct in that particular; with reſpect to the reformed of- 
ficers, he declared he had given orders for their being 
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I immediately paid. The proteſtant ſucceſſion was voted out C HAF. 


of danger, by a ſmall majority. 


{XXXVII. Lord Hallifax propoſed an addrefs to the 


1 Queen, that ſhe would renew her inſtances for the ſpeedy 
removing the Pretender out of Lorraine; and that ſhe 
| would, in conjunction with the States-General, enter into 


XI. 
— 


1714. 


the guarantee of the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the Houſe of 


Hanover. The Earl of Wharton moved that in the ad- 


W dreſs her Majeſty ſhould be defired to iſſue a proclamation, 


| promiſing a reward to any perion who ſhould apprehend 


the Pretender dead or alive. He was ſeconded. by the 
= Duke of Bolton; and the Houſe agreed that an addreſs 
could be preſented. When it was reported by the com- 


| mittee, Lord North and Grey expatiated upon the bar- 


barity of ſetting a price on any one's head: He proved it 


was an encouragement to murther and aſſaſſination; con- 
| trary to the precepts of Chriſtianity ; repugnant to the 
| law of nature and nations; inconſiſtent with the dignity 
of ſuch an auguſt aſſembly, and with the honour of a na- 
tion famed for lenity and mercy. He was ſupported by 
Lord Trevor, who moved that the reward ſhould be pro- 
miſed for apprehending and bringing the Pretender to 
| juſtice, in caſe he ſhould land or attempt to land in Great- 


bBritain or Ireland. The cruelty of the firit clauſe was 


ꝛealouſſy ſupported and vindicated by the Lords Cowper 
and Hallifax; but by this time the Earl of Angleſey and 
ſome others, who had abandoned the miniſtry, were brought 
back to their former principles, by promiſe of profitable 
| employments; and the mitigation was adopted by a ma- 
jority of ten voices. To this addreſs, which was delivered 
by the Chancellor and the Whig lords only, the Queen 


| replied in theſe words: © My lords, it would be a real 


=  rengthening to the ſucceſſion in the Houſe of Hanover, 

* as well as a ſupport to my government, that an end 
* were put to thoſe groundleſs fears and jealouſies which 
" have been fo induſtriouſly promoted. I do not at 
this time ſee any occaſion for ſuch a proclamation. 
„Whenever I judge it to be neceſſary, I ſhall give my 
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6e of this addreſs, I will give proper directions therein,” 


She was likewiſe importuned, by another addreſs, to iſſue 


out a proclamation againſt all jeſuits, popiſn prieſts, and 
biſhops, as well as againft all fuch as were outlawed for 
adhering to the late King James and the Pretender. The 
Houſe reſolved, That no perſon, not included in the ar- 


ticles of Limerick, and who had born arms in France 


and Spain, ſhould be capable of any employment civil or 
military: and that no perſon, a natural-born ſubject of 
her Majeſty, ſhould be capable of ſuſtaining the character 
of a publick miniſter from any foreign potentate. 
reſolutions were aimed at Sir Patrick Lawleſs, an Iriſh pa- 
iſt, who had come to England with a credential letter from 
King Philip, but now thought proper to quit the king- 
dom. 
$ XXXVIIL Then the lords in the oppoſition made 
an attack upon the Treaſurer, concerning the money he 
had remitted to the Highlanders: but Oxford filenced his 
oppoſers, by alſerting, that in ſo doing he had followed 
the example of King William, who, after he had reduced 
that people, thought fit to allow yearly penſions to the 
heads of clans, in order to keep them quiet. His condud 


was approved by the Houſe; and Lord North and Grey 


moved, that a day might be appointed for conſidering the 
ate of the nation, with regard to the treaties of peace 
and commerce. The motion was ſeconded by the Earl of 
Clarendon; and the thirteenth day of April fixed for this 
purpoſe. In the mean time, Baron Schutz demanded of 
the Chancellor a writ for the Electoral Prince of Hanover, 
to ſit in the Houſe of Peers as Duke of Cambridge, it- 
_ timating that his deſign was to reſide in England. Ie 
writ Was granted with reluctance ; but the Prince's dc. 
-fign of coming to England was fo difagreeable to the 
Queen, that ſhe ſignified her diſapprobation of ſuch a itep 
in a letter to the Princeſs Sophia. She obſerved tat 
ſuch a method of procceding would be dangerous to the 
(acceſſion itſelf, which was not ſecure any other way 
| that 
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throne maintained her authority and prerogative : ſhe ſaid 
a a great many people in England were ſeditiouſſy diſpoſed ; 
ſo ſhe leſt her highneſs to judge what tumults they might 
be able to raiſe ſhould they have a pretext to begin a 


would not conſent to any thing which might diſturb the 
repoſe of her and her ſubjects. At the ſame time ſhe wrote 
a letter to the Electoral Prince, complaining that he had 


formed fuch a reſolution, without firſt knowing her ſen- 


timents on the ſubject; and telling him plainly, that 
nothing could be more dangerous to the tranquillity of her 


dominions, to the right of ſucceſhon in the Hanoverian 


line, or more diſagreeable to her, than ſuch conduct at 
this juncture. A third letter was written to the Elector, 
his father; and the Treaſurer took this opportunity to aſ- 
ſur2 that prince of his inviolable attachment to the family 
of Hanover. 


XXXIX. The Whig lords were e with the 


Queen's anſwer to their addreſs concerning the Pretender; 
and they moved for another addreſs on the ſame ſubject, 
which was reſolved upon, but never preſented. They 
took into conſideration the treaties of peace and com- 
merce, to which many exceptions were taken; and much 
ſarcaſm was expended on both ſides of the diſpute ; but 


addreſs, acknowledging her Majeſty's goodneſs, in de- 
livering them, by a fafe, honourable, and advantageous 
peace with France, from the burthen of a conſuming land- 
war, unequally carried on, and become at laſt impracti- 
cable. The Houſe of Commons concurred in this addreſs, 


of danger; but theſe reſolutions were not taken without 
violent oppoſition, in which General Stanhope, Mr. Lech- 
mere, and Mr. Walpole, chiefly diſtinguiſhed themſelves. 
The letters which the Queen had written to the Electoral 
{ houſe of Hanover were printed and publiſhed in England, 
with a view to inform the friends of that family of the 

reaſons 
2 


commotion: ſhe, therefore, perſuaded herſelf that her aunt 


at length the majority carried the queſtion in favour of an 


alter having voted that the proteſtant ſucceſſion was out 


201 


than as the prince who was in aCtual poſſeſſion of the CHA p. 


XI. 
— mmnnd 


— 7 


1 1 B O O K 
* . 


1714. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


reaſons which prevented the Duke of Cambridge from 


executing his deſign of reſiding in Great Britain. The 
Queen conſidered this ſtep as a perſonal inſult, as well as an 
attempt to prejudice her in the opinions of her ſubjects; 
ſhe, therefore, ordered the pubiiſher to be taken into cuſto- 
dy. At this period the Princeſs Sophia died, in the eighty. 
fourth year of her age; and her death was intimated to the 
Queen by Baron Bothmar, who arrived in England with 
the character of envoy extraordinary from the Elector of 
Hanover. This princeſs was the fourth and youngeſt daugh- 


ter of Frederick, Elector Palatine, King of Bohemia, and 
Elizabeth, daughter of King James I. of England. She 


enjoyed from nature an excellent capacity, which was finely 
cultivated; and was in all reſpects one of the moſt accom- 
pliſhed princeſſes of the age in which ſhe lived. At her 
death the court of England appeared in mourning ; and 
the Elector of Brunſwick was prayed for by name in the 
liturgy of the church of England. On the twelfth day of 
May, Sir William Wyndham made a motion for a bill to 


prevent the growth of ſchiſm, and for the further ſecurity 


of the church of England as by law eſtabliſhed. The de- 
ſign of it was to prohibit diſſenters from teaching in ſchools 
and academies. It was accordingly prepared, and eagerly 
oppoſed in each Houſe as a ſpecies of perſecution. Never- 
theleſs, it made its way through both, and received the 
royal affent ; but the Queen dying before it took place, this 

law was rendered ineffectual. TN 
XL. Her Majelty's conſtitution was now quite broken; 
one fit of ſickneſs fucceeded another; what completed the 
ruin of her health was the anxiety of her mind, occ1- 
ſioned partly by the diſcontents which had been raiſed and 
fomented by the enemies of her government; and partly 
by the difſentions among her miniſters, which were now 
become intolerable. The council-chamber was turned 
into a ſcene of obſtinate diſpute and bitter altercation. 
Even in the Queen's prefence the Treaſurer and Secretary 
did not abſtain from, mutual obloquy and reproach. 
Oxford 
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Oxford adviſed moderate meaſures, and is ſaid to have C * P. 
made advances towards a reconciliation with the leaders a 8 


of the Whig party. As he foreſaw it would ſoon be 
their turn to domineer, ſuch precautions were neceſſary 
for his own fafety. Bolingbroke affected to ſet the 
Whigs at defiance ; he profeſſed a warm zeal for the 
church; he ſoothed the Queen's inclinations with the 
moſt aſſiduous attention. He and his coadjutrix in- 
ſinuated, that the: Treaſurer was biaſſed in favour of he 
diſſenters, and even that he acted as a ſpy for the houſe 
of Hanover. In the midſt of theſe diſputes and commo- 
tions the Jacobites were not idle. They flattered them- 
ſelves that the Queen in ſecret favoured the preten- 
ſions of her brother; and they depended upon Boling- 
broke's attachment to the ſame intereſt. They believed 
the ſame ſentiments were cheriſhed by the nation in gene- 


ral. They held private aſſemblies both iz: Great-Britain 


and in Ireland. They concerted meaſures for turning 
the diſſentions of the kingdom to the advantage of their 
cauſe. They even proceeded ſo far as to inliſt men for 
the ſervice of the Pretender. Some of theſe practices 


were diſcovered by the Earl of Wharton, who did not fail 


to ſound the alarm. A proclamation was immediately 
publiſhed, promiſing a reward of five thouſand pounds 
jor apprehending the Pretender whenever he ſhould land 
or attempt to land in Great-Britain. The Commons 
voted an addrefs of thanks for the proclamation ; and 
aſſured her Majeſty, that they would chearfully aid and 
alliſt her, by granting the ſum of an hundred thouſand 
pounds, as a further reward to any who ſhould perform 
lo great a ſervice to her Majeſty and her kingdoms. The 
| Lords likewiſe preſented an addreſs on the fame ſubject. 
| Lord Bolingbroke propoſed a bill, decreeing the penalties 
of high-treaſon againſt thoſe who ſhould lift or be inliſted 
in the Pretender's ſervice. The motion_ was approved, 
and the penalty extended to all thoſe who ſhould liſt or be 
ialiſted in the ſervice of any foreign prince or ſtate, 
b without 


1714. 
— f : 


264 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


BOOK without a licence under the fign manual of her Majeſty, 


— — 
1714. 


her heirs, or ſucceſſors. | 

XII. On the ſecond day of July, the Lords took into 
conſideration the treaty of commerce with Spain; and 2 
great number of merchants being examined at the bar of 
the Houſe, declared that unleſs the explanations of the 
third, fifth, and eighth articles, as made at Madrid after 


the treaty was ſigned, were reſcinded, they could not carry 


on their commerce without loſing five-and-twenty per cent. 
After a long debate, the Houſe refolved to addreſs the 
Queen for all the papers relating to the negociation of 
the treaty of commerce with Spain, with the names of the 


perſons who adviſed her Majeſty to that treaty. To this 
addreſs ſhe replied, that underitanding the three explana- 


tory articles of the treaty were not detrimental to the 
trade of her ſubjects, ſhe had conſented to their being 
ratified with the treaty. The Earl of Wharton repre- 
ſented, that if ſo little regard was ſhown to the addrefles 


of that auguſt afſembly to the ſovereign, they had no buſi- 


neſs in that houſe. He moved for a remonſtrance, ro lay 


before her Majeſty the inſuperable difficulties that at- 


tended the Spaniſh trade on the footing of the late treaty; 
and the Houſe agreed to his motion. Another member 
moved, that the Houſe ſhould inſiſt on her Majeſty's 
naming the perſons who adviſed her to ratify the threr 
explanatory articles. This was a blow aimed at Arthur 
Moore, a member of the Lower Houſe, whom Lord Bo- 
lingbroke had conſulted on the ſubject of the treaty. He 


was ſcreened by the majority in parliament ; but a general 


court of the South-Sea company reſolved, upon a com- 
plaint exhibited by Captain Johnſon, that Arthur Moore, 


while a director, was privy to, and encouraged the deſign 


of carrying on a clandeſtine trade, to the prejudice of the 


corporation, contrary to his oath, and in breach of the 


truſt repoſed in him ; that, therefore, he ſhould be declared 
incapable of being a director of, or having any employ- 


ment in this company. Lhe * had reſerved to her- 
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ſelf the quarter part of the aſſiento- contract, which ſhe 
now gave up to the company, and received the thanks of 
the Upper Houſe ; but ſhe would not diſcover the names 
of thoſe who adviſed her to ratify the explanatory articles, 
On the ninth day of July, ſhe thought proper to put an 
end to the ſeſſion, with a ſpeech on the uſual ſubjects. 
After having aſſured them, that her chief concern was to 
preſerve the proteſtant religion, the liberty of her ſubjects, 


and to ſecure the tranquillity of her kingdoms, ſhe con- 


| cluded in theſe words:“ But I muſt tell you plainly, 
that theſe deſireable ends can never be obtained, unleſs 
« you bring the ſame diſpoſitions on your parts, unleſs 
« all groundleſs jealouſies, which create and foment divi- 
« fions among you, be laid aſide; and unleſs you ſhow the 
e ſame regard for my juſt prerogative, and for the honour 
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« of my government, as I have always ene for the 


« rights of my people.” 

XIII. After the peace had thus received the ſanction 
of the parliament, the miniſters, being no longer reſtrained 
by the tie of common danger, gave a looſe to their mu- 


| tual animoſity. Oxford wrote a letter to the Queen, 


containing a detail of the publick tranſactions; in the 
| courſe of which he endeavoured to juſtify his own con- 
duct, and expole the turbulent and ambitious ſpirit of his 
rival. On the other hand, Bolingbroke charged the Trea- 
ſurer with having invited the Duke of Marlborough to 


| return from his voluntary exile z and maintained a pri- 


vate correſpondence with the houſe of Hanover. The 


| Duke of Shrewſbury likewiſe complained of his having 


| preſumed to ſend orders to him in Ireland, without the 
privity of her Majeſty and the council. In all probability 


| his greateſt crime was his having given umbrage to the 


| avourite, Lady Maſham. Certain it is, on the twenty- 
feventh day of July, a very acrimonious dialogue paſſed 
between that lady, the Chancellor, and Oxford, in the 
| Queen's preſence. The Treaſurer affirmed he had been 
| wronged, and abuſed by lies and miſrepreſentations; but 


| he threatened vengeance, declaring he would leave ſome : 


people 
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ed his notice. In the mean time he was removed from his 
employment; and Bolingbroke ſeemed to triumph in the 
victory he had obtained. He laid his account with bei eing 
admitted as chief miniſter into the adminiſtration of affairs; 
and is ſaid to have formed the deſign of a coalition with 


the Duke of Marlborough, who at this very time em- 
barked at Oſtend for England. Probably, Oxford had 


tried to play the ſame game, but met with a repulſe from 
the Duke, on account of the implacable reſentment which 


the Ducheſs had conceived againſt that miniſter. 


$ XLII. Whatever ſchemes might have been formed, 
the fall of the Treaſurer was ſo ſudden, that no plan was 
eſtabliſned for ſupplying the vacancy occaſioned by bis 
diſgrace. The confuſion that inceſſantly enſued at court, 
and the fatigue of attending a long cabinet-council on 
this event, had ſuch an effect upon the Queen's ſpirits 
and conſtitution, that ſhe declared the ſhould not outlive 
it, and was immediately ſeiſed with a lethargick diſorder, 
Notwithſtanding all the medicines which the phyſicians 


could preſcribe, the diſtemper gained ground ſo faſt, that 


next day, which was the thirtieth of July, they deſpaired 
of her life. Then the committee of the council aſſembled 
at the Cockpit adjourned to Kenſington. 
Somerſet and Argyle, informed of the deſperate ſituation 
in which ſhe lay, repaired to the palace; and, without 
being ſummoned, entered the counci-chamber. 
me! mbers were ſurpriſed at their appearance; but the Duke 
of Shrewſbury thanked them for their readineſs to give 
their aſſiſtance at ſuch a critical juncture; and deſired 
they would take their places. The phyſicians having de- 
clared that the Queen was {till ſenſible, the council unani— 
1 agreed to recommend the Duke of Shrewſbury a5 
the fitteſt perſon to fill the place of lord-treafurer. When 
this opinion was intimated to the Queen, ſhe ſaid, they 
could not have recommended a perſon ſhe liked better 
than the Duke of Shrewſbury. She delivered to him the 
white ſtaff, bi dding him ule it for the good of her people. 
He 
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He would have returned the lord-chamberlain's ſtaff, but 


| ſhe deſired he would keep them both: ſo that he was at 
one time poſſeſſed of the three greateſt poſts in the king- 
dom, under the titles of lord-treaſurer, lord-chamberlain, 
| and lord-lieutenant of Ireland. No nobleman in England 
better deſerved ſuch diſtinguiſhing marks of his ſovereign's 
farour. He was modeſt, liberal, diſintereſted, and a warm 
| friend to his country. Bolingbroke's ambition was de- 
ſeated by the vigour which the Dukes of Somerſet and 
Argyle exerted on this occaſion. They propoſed, that 
all privy-counſellors in or about London ſhould be in- 
| vited;to attend, without diſtinction of party. The motion 
| was approved; and Lord Somers, with many other Whig 
| members, repaired to Kenſington. The council being thus 
| re-enforced began to provide for the ſecurity of the king- 
dom. Orders were immediately difpatched to four regi- 
ments of horſe and dragoons quartered in remote counties, 
to march up to the neighbourhood of London and Weſt- 
| minſter. Seven of the ten Britiſh battalions in the Nether- 
lands were directed to embark at Oſtend for England, with 
all poſſible expedition: an embargo was laid upon all 
F ſhipping 3 and directions given for equipping all the ſhips 
of war that could be ſooneſt in a condition for ſervice. 
They ſent a letter to the Elector of Brunſwick, ſignifying 
that the phyſicians had deſpaired of the Queen's life; in- 
forming him of the meaſures they had taken; and deſiring 
he would, with all convenient ſpeed, repair to Holland, 
E where he ſhould be attended by a Britiſh ſquadron, to 
[convey him to England, in caſe of her Majeſty's deceaſe. 
At the ſame time they diſpatched inſtructions to the Earl 
fo! Strafford, to deſire the States-General would be ready 
[to perform the guarantee of the proteſtant ſucceſſion. 
The heralds at arms were kept in waiting, with a troop of 
borſe-guards, to proclaim the new V4 as ſoon as the 
throne ſhould become vacant. Precautions were taken to 
ſſccure the ſea-ports ; to over-awe the Jacobites in Scotland; 
end the command of the fleet was beſtowed upon the Earl 
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B os K $ XIIV. The Queen continued to doze in a lethargick 
— inſenſbility, with very ſhort intervals, till the firſt day of 
1714. Auguſt in the morning, when ſhe expired, in the fiftieth 
year of her age, and in the thirteenth of her reign. Anne 

Stuart, Queen of Great-Britain, was in her perſon of the 

middle ſize, well proportioned. Her hair was of a dart 

brown colour, her complexion ruddy, her features were 

regular, her countenance was rather round than oval, and 

her aſpect more comely than majeſtick. Her voice waz 

clear and melodious, and her preſence engaging. Her ca- 

pacity was naturally good, but not much cultivated by 
learning; nor did ſhe exhibit any marks of extraordinary 

genius, or perſonal ambition. She was certainly deficient 

in that vigour of mind by which a prince ought to pes. 

ſerve his independence, and avoid the ſnares and ſetters c 
ſycophants and favourites: but whatever her weakne!s 

this particular might have been, the virtues of her heart 


| were never called in queſtion. She was a pattern of con- (I. $ 
1 jugal affection and fidelity, a tender mother, a warm friend, Wi proc 
Tia an indulgent miſtreſs, a munificent patron, a mild and the 
* merciful prince, during whoſe reign no ſubject's blood was of N 
1" ſhed for treaſon. She was zealouſly attached to the church The 
1:88 of England from conviction rather than from prepoſſeſſion, "ha 
TY unaffectedly pious, juſt, charitable, and compaſſionate. dhe Sub/ 
felt a mother's fondneſs for her people, by whom ſhe was ante] 
univerſally beloved with a warmth of affection which even ham 
the prejudice of party could not . abate. In a word, if ecre 
ſhe was not the greateſt, ſhe was certainly one of the belt Ball 
and moſt unblemiſhed ſovereigns that ever ſat upon the port 


throne of England; and well deſerved the expreſſiye, thougꝭ 
Gmple epithet of * The good Queen Anne.” 
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CHAPTER . 


1 I. State of parties in Great-Britain. $ II. King George 
proclaimed. $ III. The civil lift granted to his Majeſty by 
the parliament. $ IV. The Electoral Prince created Prince 
of Wales. d V. The King arrives in England. $ VI. 
The Tories totally excluded from the royal favour. & VII. 
Pretender s manifeſto. & VIII. New parliament. & IX. 
Subſtance of the King's firſt ſpeech. X. Lord Bolingbroke 
withdraws himſelf to France. & XI. Sir William Wynd- 
ham reprimanded by the Speaker. XII. Committee of 
ſecreſy. & XIII. Sir John Norris ſent with a fleet to the 
Baltick. & XIV. Diſcontent of the nation ꝙᷓ XV. Ree 
port of the ſecret committee. & XVI. Reſolutions to im- 
e Lord Bolingbroke, the Earl of Oxford, the Duke of 
Ormond, and the Earl of Strafford. & XVII. The Earl of 
Oxford ſent to the Tower. The proclamation act. & XVIII. 
The King declares to both Houſes, that a rebellion is begun. 
XIX. The Duke of Ormond and Lord Bolingbroke al- 
tainted, & XX. Intrigues of the Facobites. & XXI. 
Death of Louis XIV. XXII. The Earl of Mar ſets 
up the  Pretender's flandard in Scotland. & XXIII. 
Divers members of the Lower Houſe taken into cuſtedy. 
6 XXIV 
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$XXIV. The Pretender proclaimed in the north of England Pretend 
by the Earl of Deraventwater and Mr. Forfler. XV. broke. 
Mackintoſh croſſes the frith of Forth into Lothian, and join; Wi ſubject, 
the Engliſh inſurgents. 9 XXVI. Who are attacked i known 
Preſton, and ſurrender at diſcretion. & XXVII. Batil: ere t 
at Dumblain. & XXVIII. The Pretender arrives in | ceſlion. 
Scotland. & XXIX. He retires again to France. $ XXX his affe 
Proceedings of the Iriſh parliament. & XXXI. The rele] Wi belieyec 
lords are impeached, and plead guilty. ¶XXXII. The Earl # 9 the lam 
Derwentwater and Lord Kenmuir are beheaded. XXXIII. Ko 90 
Trials of the rebels. 6 XXXIV. A# for ſeptennial parlia-. Wl bury to 
ments. XXXV. Duke of Argyle diſgraced. $ XXXVI, Ep by the « 
Triple alliance between England, France, and Holland. depend: 
$ XXXVII. Count Gyllenburg the Swediſh miniſter in | {et and 
London, arrefled. 4 XXXVIII. Account of the Oxford Wi © CORR. 
riot, N XXXIX. The King demands an extraordinary 5 cendene 
ſupply of the Commons. XL. Diviſion in the miniſtry. found t 
$ XLI. The Commons paſs the South-Sea act, the Bank irelolu 
af, and the general fund-act. & XIII. Trial of the Ear! as ſilen 
of Oxford. AF of indemnity. XILIII. Proceedings in 1 3 


the Convocation with regard to Dr . Headley, Bi iſhop of 
Bangor. 


ver, bu 
predom 
new ſo 
and e: 


BOOK FL. T may be neceſſary to remind the reader of the 


11. ſtate of party at this important juncture. The : 
nnd n had been fed with hopes of ſeeing the ſucceſſion ¶aſtectio 


EY altered by the Earl of Oxford. Theſe hopes he had con- propriet 
veyed to them in a diſtant, undeterminate, and myſterious ; the hea 
manner, without any other view than that of preventing who w 
them from taking violent meaſures to embarraſs his ad- Bank a 


7 —— 
wt 


| "miniſtration. At leaſt, if he actually entertained at one maintai 
I i | time any other deſign, he had, long before his diſgrace, clated : 
RY | laid it wholly aſide, probably from an apprehenſion of the Ws 
| "oy. danger with which it muſt have been attended; and ſeemed 5 ich, 
MES bent upon making a merit of his zeal for the houſe f II. 
J Hanover: but his conduct was ſo equivocal and unſteady, * the 
1 that he ruined himſelf in the opinion of one party, without Wi Ka 5 n 
| ; 1 e the confidence of the other. The friends of the ; yen 
Wl! Pretender 
1 
1 : 
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| Pretender derived freſh hopes from the miniſtry of Poling- C H A b. 

| broke. Though he had never explained himſelf ON this > ; 

ſubject, he was ſuppoſed to favour the heir of blood, and 114. 

| known to. be an implacable enemy to the Whigs, who 

| were the moſt zealous advocates for the proteſtant ſuc- 

ceſſion. The Jacobites promiſed themſelves much from 

his affection, but more from his reſentment: and they 

believed the majority of the Tories would join them on 

| the fame maxims. All Bolingbroke's ſchemes of power 

were defeated by the promotion of the Duke of Shrewt- 

| bury to the olſice of Treaſurer; and all his hopes blaſted 

| by the death. of the Queen, on whoſe perſonal favour he 

| depended. The reſolute behaviour of the Dukes of Somer- 

| {et and Argyle, together with the diligence and activity of 

a council in which the Whig intereſt had gained the aſ- 

cendency, completed the confuſion of the Tories, who 

found themſelves without a head, divided, diſtracted, and 

irreſolute. Upon recollection, they ſaw nothing ſo eligible 

as ſilence, and ſubmiſſion to thoſe meaſures which they 

could not oppoſe with any proſpect of ſucceſs. They had 

no other objection to the ſucceſſion in the Houſe of Hano- 

ver, but the fear of ſeeing the Whig faction once more 

E predominant : yet they were not without hope that their 

new ſovereign, who was reputed -a prince of fſagacity 

F and experience, would cultivate and conciliate the 

Jaffeckion of the Tories, who were the landholders and 

I proprietors of the kingdom, rather than declare himſelf 

the head of a faction which leaned for ſupport on thoſe 

| who were enemies to the church and monarch, on the 

Bank and the monied-intereſt, raiſed upon uſury, and 

maintained by corruption. In a word, the Whigs were 

elated and overbearing ; the Tories abaſhed and humble; 

the Jacobites eager, impatient, and alarmed at a juncture 

vhich, with reſpect to them, was truely critical. 

| $11. The Queen had no ſooner reſigned her laſt breath, 

chan the privy-council met, and the Archbiſhop of Canter- 

Fury, the Lord Chancellor, and the Hanoverian reſident, 

kreyenberg, produced the three inſtruments in which the. 
; j Elector 
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BOOK Flector of Brunſwick had nominated the perſons * to he 


added as lords juſtices to the ſeven great officers of the 
realm. Orders were immediately iſſued for proclaiming 
King George, in England, Scotland, and Ireland. The 
regency appointed the Earl of Dorſet to carry to Hanover 
the intimation of his Majeſty's acceſhon, and attend him 
in his journey to England. They ſent the general officers 
in whom they could confide to their reſpective poſts: they 
re- enforced the garriſon of Portſmouth : they appointed 
Mr. Addiſon their ſecretary ; while Bolingbroke was 
obliged to ſtand at the door of the council-chamber with 
his bag and papers, and underwent every ſpecies of morti- 
fication. On the whole, King George aſcended the throne 
of Great-Britain in the fifty-fifth year of his age, without 
the leaſt oppoſition, tumult, or ſign of popular diſcontent; 
and the unprejudiced part of the nation was now fully 
perſuaded that no deſign had ever been concerted by Queen 
Anne and her miniſtry in favour of the Pretender. 'The 
Mayor of Oxford received a letter, requiring him to pro- 
claim the Pretender. This being communicated to the 
Vice-Chancellor, a copy of it was immediately tranſmitted 
to Mr. Secretary Bromley, member of parliament for the 
Univerſity ; and the Vice-Chancellor offered a' reward of 
one hundred pounds to any perſon who ſhould diſcover 
the author. It was either the production of ſome lung. 
tick, or a weak contrivance to fix an odium on that venera- 
ble body. 

III. The parliament having aſſembled, purſuant to the 
act which regulated the ſucceſſion, the Lord Chancellor, 
on the fifth day of Auguſt, made a ſpeech to both Houſes 
in the name of the regency. He told them, that the privy- 
council appointed by the Elector of Brunſwick had pro- 
claimed that prince under the name of King George, ® 
the lawful and rightful ſovereign of theſe kingdoms 3 and 
that wy: had taken the nner care to N , 

| pu lic 


* Theſe were the Dukes of Shrewſbury, Somerſet, Bolton, Devonſith 

Kent, Argyle, Montroſe, and Roxburgh—the Earls of Pomfret, Angleſey 

Carliſle, Nottingham, Abingdon, Scarborough, and Orford—Lord Viſcous 
Townſhend, and Lords Hallifax and Cowper. 


pub! 
the 
Maj 
ſuch 
port 
expr. 
thing 
of tl 
addre 
affeQ 
ſuch 
Grea 
parec 
civil- 
clauſe 
Hano 


and f 
paid 


| the Pi 


part 


been 


| ing OI 


King 
then 


intima 


and af 


at his ; 
caſion. 
and on 
i lottery 
| Juſtice: 


$IV 


the cou 
Vviolabh) 
particu 
crown 

. having 
and the 


Vox, 


t 


the publick revenue were expired by the demiſe of her late 
Majeſty: and recommended to the Commons the making 
ſuch proviſion in that reſpect as might be requiſite to ſup- 
port the honour and dignity of the crown. He likewiſe 
expreſſed his hope, that they would not be wanting in any 
thing that might conduce to the eſtabliſhing and advancing 


of the publick credit. Both Houſes immediately agreed to 
addreſſes, containing the warmeſt expreſhons of duty and 


affection to their new ſovereign, who did not fail to return 
ſuch anfwers as were very agreeable to the parliament of 


Great-Britain. In the mean time, the Lower Houſe pre- 


pared and paſſed a bill, granting to his Majeſty the ſame 


civil-liſt which the Queen had enjoyed; with additional 
| clauſes for the payment of arrears due to the troops of 
Hanover, which had been in the ſervice of Great-Britain ; 
and for a reward of one hundred thouſand pounds, to be 
paid by the Treaſury to any perſon who ſhould apprehend 


the Pretender in landing, or in attempting to land, in any 


| part of the Britiſh dominions. Mr. Craggs, who had 
| been diſpatched to Hanover before the Queen died, return- 
| ing on the thirteenth day of Auguſt, with letters from the 
| King to the regency, they went to the Houſe of Peers: 
then the Chancellor, in another ſpeech to both Houſes, 
| intimated his Majeſty's great, ſatisfaction in the loyalty 


and affection which his people had univerſally expreſſed 


at his acceſſion. Other addreſſes were voted on this oc- 
caſion. The Commons finiſhed the bill for the civil-liſt, 
| and one for making ſome alterations in an act for a ſtate 
| lottery, which received the royal aſſent from the lords 
| juſtices. Then the parliament was prorogued. 


(IV. Mr. Prior having notified the Queen's death to 


the court of Verſailles, Louis declared that he would in- 
violably maintain the treaty of peace concluded at Utrecht, 
particularly with relation to the ſettlement of the Britiſh 
crown in the houſe of Hanover. The Earl of Strafford 
having ſignified the ſame event to the States of Holland; 
and the reſident of Hanover having preſented them with a 


Vol. II. 3 5 letter, 
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publick peace. He obſerved, that the ſeveral branches of C H A P. 
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their guarantee, they reſolved to perfom their engage. 
ments, and congratulated his Electoral Highneſs on his 
acceſſion to the throne of Great-Britain. They invited 
him to paſs through their dominions ; and aſſured him that 
his intereſts were as dear to them as their own. The 
Chevalier St. George no ſooner received the news of 


the Queen's death, than he poſted to Verſailles, where he 


was given to underſtand, that the King of France ex- 
pected he ſhould quit his territories immediately; and he 


was accordingly obliged to return to Lorraine. By this 


time Mr. Murray had arrived in England from Hano- 
ver, with notice that the King had deferred his departure 
for ſome days. He brought orders to the regency to pre- 
pare a patent for creating the Prince-Royal Prince of 


Wales; and for removing Lord Bolingbroke from his poſt 
of ſecretary. The ſeals were taken from this miniſter by 


the Dukes of Shrewſbury and Somerſet, and Lord Cow- 
per, who at the ſame time ſealed up all the doors of his 
office. 

6 V. King George having veſted the government of his 


German dominions in a council, headed by his brother 
Prince Erneſh, ſet out with the Electoral Prince from 


Herenhauſen on the thirty-firſt day of Auguſt ; and in five 
days arrived at the Hague, where he conferred with the 
States-General. On the ſixteenth day of September 
he embarked at Orange-Polder, under convoy of an En- 
gliſn and Dutch ſquadron, commanded by the Earl of 
Berkeley ; and next day arrived at the Hope. In the after- 
noon the yacht ſailed up the river ; and his Majeſty, with 


the Prince, were landed from a barge at Greenwich, about 


ſix in the evening. There he was received by the Duke 


of Northumberland, captain of the life-guards, and the 
lords of the regency. From the landing-place he walked 


to his houſe in the Park, accompanied by a great number 
of the nobility, and other perſons of diſtinction, who had 


the honour to kiſs his hand, as they approached. When 


he retired to his ded-chamber, he ſent for thoſe of the 
nobility 


ſecre 
Mont 
iter c 
band 


in cl 
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nobility who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their zeal for 
his ſucceſſion : but the Duke of Ormond, the Lord Chan- 
cellor, and Lord 'Frevor were not of the number. Next 
morning, the Earl of Oxford prefented himſelf with an 
air of confidence, as if he had expected to receive ſome 
particular mark of his Majeſty's favour: but he had the 


King's hand, without being honoured with any other 
notice. On the other hand, his Majeſty expreſſed un- 
common regard for the Duke of Marlborough, who had 


| lately arrived in England, as well as for all the leaders of 
the Whig party. 


VI. It was the misfortune of this prince, as well as 


a very great prejudice to the nation, that he had been 


miſled. into ſtrong prepoſſeſſions againſt the Tories, who 


| conſtituted ſuch a conſiderable part of his ſubjects. They 
| were now excluded from all ſhare of the royal favour, 
| which was wholly engroſſed by their enemies: theſe early 


marks of averſion, which he was at no pains to conceal, 


| alienated the minds of many from his perſon and govern- 


ment, who would otherwiſe have ſerved him with fidelity 


| and affection. An inſtantaneous and total change was 


effected in all offices of honour and advantage. The 


Duke of Ormond was diſmiſſed from his command, which 


the King reſtored to the Duke of Marlborough, whom 


| he likewiſe appointed colonel of the firſt regiment of foot- 


guards, and maſter of the Ordnance, The great ſeal 
was given to Lord Cowper; the privy ſeal to the 


| Earl of Wharton; the government of Ireland to the Earl 
| of Sunderland. The Duke of Devonſhire was made 
E ſteward of the houſehold : Lord Townſhend and Mr.“ 
Stanhope were appointed ſecretaries of ſtate : the poſt of 
| ſecretary for Scotland was beſtowed upon the Duke of 
| Montroſe. The Duke of Somerſet was conſtituted ma- 


iter of the horſe : the Duke of St. Alban's captain of the 


band of penſioners ; and the Duke of Argyle commander 
in chief of the forces in Scotland. Mr. Pulteney 


1 2 became 
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| mortification to remain a conſiderable time undiſtinguiſned 
among the croud; and then was permitted to kiſs the 
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| BOOK became ſecretary at war; and Mr. Walpole, who had al. 
iſt ; | 


if Com) ready undertaken to manage the Houſe of Commons, was the tx 


F 1 ris gratified with the double place of paymaſter to the army minſt 
1 and to Chelſea-hoſpital. A new privy- council was ap- | Oxfo! 
Ki pointed, and the Earl of Nottingham declared preſident: | day, t 

| 


but all affairs of conſequence were concerted by a cabinet- 
{0 Council, or junto, compoſed of the Duke of Marlborough, 
vb the Earls of Nottingham and Sunderland, the Lords Hal- 

| lifax, 'Townſhend, and Somers, and General Stanhope. 
PEE The regency had already removed Sir Conſtantine Phipps 
FE and the Archbiſhop of Armagh from the office of lords 
6 juſtices in Ireland, and filled their places in the regency of 
1 that kingdom with the Archbiſhop of Dublin and the Earl 
1 j | of Kildare. Allan Broderick was appointed chancellor : 
WT another privy-council was formed ; and the Duke of Or- 
. mond was named as one of the members. The Treaſury 
1 and Admiralty were put into commiſſion: all the govern- 
1 ments were changed; and, in a word, the whole nation 
1 was delivered into the hands of the Whigs. At the ſame 
F Fo , time, the Prince-Royal was declared Prince of Wales, 
: bt and took his place in council. The King was congratu- 
„ lated on his acceſſion in addreſſes from the two univerſities, 
| and from all the cities and corporations in the kingdom. 
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1 He expreſſed particular ſatisfaction at theſe expreſſions of 12 
| 1 loyalty and affection. He declared in council his firm Chipp 
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purpoſe to ſupport and maintain the churches of England 
and Scotland as they were by law eſtabliſhed. An aim 
which he imagined might be effectually accomplithed, 
without impairing the toleration allowed by law to pro- 
teſtant diſſenters, and ſo neceſſary to the trade and riches 
of the kingdom: he, moreover, aſſured them he would 
earneſtly endeavour to render property fecure ; the good 
effects of which were no where ſo clearly ſeen as in this 
happy nation. Before the coronation he created ſome new 
peers, and others were promoted to higher titles. 0 
| | the 

* James, Lord Chandos, was created Earl of Caer narvon— Lewis, Lord 


Rockingham, Earl of that game — Charles, Lord Oſſulton, Earl of Tanker- 
ville— Charles, Lord Hallifax, Earl of Hallifax—Hencage, Lord Gucinſey 
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minſter with the uſual ſolemnity, at which the Earl of 
Oxford and Lord Bolingbroke aſſiſted *. On that very 


| day, the univerſity of Oxford, in full convocation, unani- 


mouſly conferred the degree ef doctor of civil law on Sir 
Conſtantine Phipps, with particular marks of honour and 
eſteem. As the French King was ſaid to protract the de- 


molition of Dunkirk, Mr. Prior received orders to pre- 


ſent a memorial to haſten this work, and to prevent the 
canal of Mardyke from being finiſhed. The anſwer which 


he received being deemed equivocal, this miniſter was re- 


called, and the Earl of Stair appointed ambaſſador to the 
court of France, where he proſecuted this affair with un- 


common vigour. About the ſame time, General Cadogan 
was ſent as plenipotentiary to Antwerp, to aſſiſt at the 
| barrier-treaty, negociated there between the Emperor and 
the States-General. 


VII. Mean while, the number of the malcontents in 


England was conſiderably increaſed by the King's attach- 
ment to the Whig faction. The clamour of the church's 
being in danger was revived; jealouſies were excited; 

ſeditious libels diſperſed; and dangerous tumults 8 
in different parts of the kingdom. Birmingham, Briſtol, 
| Chippenham, Norwich, and Reading were filled with 

| licentious riot. The party cry was, Down with 
| © the Whigs ! Sacheverel for ever!“ Many gentlemen 
of the Whig faction were abuſed ; magiſtrates in towns, 
| and juſtices in the country, were reviled and inſulted by 


the populace in the execution of their office. The Pre- 


tender took this opportunity to tranſmit, by the French 
mail, copies of a printed manifeſto to the Dukes of 
3 Shrewſbury, 
q Fall of Abet Jabs Lord 8 Earl of Briſtol Thomas, Lord Pel- 
bam, Ezr. of Clare — Henry, Earl of Thomond, in Ireland, Viſcount Tad- 
after — James, Viſcount Caſtleton, in Ireland, Baron Sande ſon— Bennet, 
Lor Sherrard, in Ireland, Baron of Hatborough—Gervaſe, Lord Pierrepoint, 
4 in l:eland, Baron Pierrepoint, in the county of Bucks—Henry Boyle, Paron of 


E \3rleton, in the county of York—Sir Richard T emple, Baron of Cobham. 
| | Henry, Lord Paget, Farl of Uxbridge, 


* In the month of October, the Princeſs of Wales arrived in England, with 
er two eldeſt daughters, the Princeſſes Anne and Amelia, 
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| the twentieth day of October, he was crowned in Weſt- C H A P. 
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BOOK Shrewſbury, Marlborough, Argyle, Ind other noblemen 
Il, 
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of the firſt diſtinction. In this declaration, he mentioned 
the good intentions of his ſiſter towards him, which were 
prevented by her deplorable death. He obſerved that bis 
people, inſtead of doing him and themſelves juſtice, had 
proclaimed for their king a foreign prince, contrary to the 
fundamental and inconteſtable laws of hereditary right, 
which their pretended acts of ſettlement could never ab- 
Theſe papers being delivered to the ſecretaries of 
ſtate, the King refuſed an audience to the Marquis de 
Lamberti, minifter from the Duke of Lorraine, on the ſup- 
poſition that this manifeſto could not have been prepared 
or tranſmitted without the knowledge and countenance 
of his maſter. The Marquis having communicated thi 
circumſtance to the Duke, that prince abſolutely denied 
his having been privy to the tranſaction, and declared that 
the Chevalier de St. George came into Lorraine by the 


directions of the French King, whom the Duke could 


not diſobhge without expoſing his territories to invaſion, 
Notwithſtanding this apology, the Marquis was given to 
underitand, that he could not be admitted to an audience 
until the Pretender ſhould be removed from the dominions 
of his maſter: he, therefore, quitted the kingdom without 
further heſitation. Religion was ſtill mingled in all po- 
litical diſputes. The high-church-men complained that 
impiety and hereſy daily gained ground, from the con- 
nivance, or at leait the ſupine neghgence of the Whig 
prelates. The Lower Houſe of Convocation had, before 
the Queen's death, declared that a book publiſhed by Dr. 
Samuel Clarke, under the title of“ The Scripture- 
“Doctrine of the Trinity,“ contained affertions contre! 
to the catholick faitb. They ſent up extracts from thi 
performance to the biſhops 3 and the Doctor wrote au 
anſwer to their objections. He was prevailed upon t 
write an apology, which he preſented to the Upper Houle: 

but apprehending it might be publiſhed ſeparately, and 


miſunderſtood, he afterwards delivered an explanation to the 


the Biſhop of London. 


This was ſatisfactory to the 
bithops: 


r 1 


Trinity increaſing, the archbiſhops and biſhops received di- 
rections, which were publiſhed, for preſerving unity in the 
church, the purity of the chriſtian faith concerning the holy 
Trinity, and for maintaining the peace and quiet of the 
ſtate. By theſe every preacher was reſtricted from deliver- 


ing any other doctrine than what is contained in the holy 


ſcriptures with reſpect to the Trinity; and from intermed- 


dling in any affairs of ſtate or government. The like pro- 
hibition was extended to thoſe who ſhould write, 8 


or diſpute on the ſame ſubjects. 

$ VIII. The dane being diſſolved, another was 
called by a very extraordinary proclamation, in which the 
King complained of the evil deſigns of men diſaffected to 
his ſucceſſion; and of their having miſrepreſented his 
conduct and principles. He mentioned the perplexity of 


publick affairs, the interruption of commerce, and the 
heavy debts of the nation. He expreſſed his hope that his 
loving ſubjects would ſend up to parliament the fitteſt per- 
ſons to redreſs the preſent diſorders; and that, in the 


elections, they would have a particular regard to ſuch as 
had expreſſed. a firm attachment to the proteſtant ſucceſſion 
when it was in danger. It does not appear that the pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion was ever in danger. How then was this 
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biſhops; but the Lower Houſe reſolved, that it was no re- CHAP. 


cantation of his heretical aſſertions. The diſputes about the 3 


1714. 


declaration to be interpreted? People in general con- 


ſtrued it into a deſign to maintain party-diſtinctions, and 


encourage the Whigs to the full exertion of their influ- 
ence in the elections; into a renunciation of the Tories; 
and as the firſt flaſh of that vengeance which afterwards 
was ſeen to burſt upon the heads of the late miniſtry, 
When the Earl of Strafford returned from Holland, all 
his papers were ſeiſed by an order from the ſecretary's 
office. Mr. Prior was recalled from France, and promiſed 
to diſcover all he knew relating to the conduct of Ox- 
ford's adminiſtration. Uncommon vigour was exerted on 
both ſides in the eleCtiors ; vat, by dint of the monied-in- 


tereſt, 
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B O 5 K tereſt, which prevailed i in moſt of the corporations through 
, the kingdom, and the countenance of the miniſtry, which 
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will always have weight with needy and venal eleQors, 2 
great majority of Whigs was returned both in ä and 
Scotland. 

IX. When this new parliament aſſembled on the 
ſeventeenth day of March at Weſtminſter, Mr. Spencer 


Compton was choſen Speaker of the Commons. On the 


twenty-firſt day of the month, the King appeared in the 
Houſe of Lords, and delivered to the Chancellor a written 
ſpeech, which was read in preſence of both Houſes. His 
Majeſty thanked his faithful and loving ſubjects for that 
zeal and firmneſs they had ſhown in defence of the pro- 


teſtant ſucceſſion, againſt all the open and ſecret practices 


which had been uſed to defeat it. He told them, that 
ſome conditions of the peace, eflential to the ſecurity and 
trade of Great-Britain, were not yet duly executed; and 
that the performance of the whole might be looked upon 
as precarious, until defenfive alliances ſhould be formed 
to guarantee the preſent treaties. He obſerved that the 
Pretender boaſted of the aſſiſtance he expected in England, 
to repair his former diſappointments: that great part of 


the national trade was rendered impracticable: and that the 


publick debts were ſurpriſingly increaſed, even ſince the 
fatal ceſſation of arms. He gave the Commons to under- 


ſtand, that the branches of the revenue formerly granted 


for the ſupport of the civil government were ſo far en- 
cumbered and alienated, that the produce of the funds 
vhich remained, and had been granted to him, would fall 
mort of what was at firſt deſigned for maintaining the 
| honour and dignity of the crown: that as it was his, and 
their happineſs to ſee a Prince of Wales who might in due 
time ſucceed him on the throne; and to fee him blefled 
with many children; theſe circumſtances would naturally 
occaſion an expenſe to which the nation had not been for 
many years accuſtomed ; and, therefore, he did not doubt 
but they would think of it with that affection which he 


had reaſon to hope from his Commons. He deſired that 
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no unhappy diviſions of parties might divert them from pur- Cc HA k. 


ſuing the common intereſt of their country. He declared 
| that the eſtabliſhed conſtitution in church and ſtate ſhould 
de the rule of his government; and that the happineſs, eaſe, 
| and proſperity, of his people ſhould be the chief care of his 
life. He concluded with expreſſing his confidence, that 
with their aſſiſtance he ſhould diſappoint the deſigns of 
| thoſe who wanted to deprive him of that bleſſing which he 
| moſt valued, the affection of his people. 

KX. Speeches ſuggeſted by a vindictive miniſtry better 
became the leader of an incenſed party, than the father 
and ſovereign of a divided people. This declaration por- 
tended meaſures which it was the intereſt of the crown to 


| zvoid, and ſuited the temper of the majority in both Houſes, 


which breathed nothing but deſtruction to their political 
| adverſaries. The Lords, in their addreſs of thanks, pro- 
| fefſed their hope that his Majeſty, aſſiſted by the parliament, 
| would be able to recover the reputation of the kingdom in 
| foreign parts, the loſs of which they hoped to convince the 


world by their actions was by no means to be imputed to 


the nation in general. The Tories ſaid this was an in- 
vidious reflection, calculated to miſlead and inflame the 
people; for the reputation of the kingdom had never been 
ſo high as at this very junCture. The Commons pretended 
| aſtoniſhment to find that any conditions of the late peace 
ſhould not yet be duly executed; and that care was not 
taken to form ſuch alliances as might have rendered the 
peace not precarious. They declared their reſolution to 
| enquire into theſe fatal miſcarriages; to trace out thoſe 
meaſures whereon the Pretender placed his hopes, and 


| bring the authors of them to condign puniſhment. Theſe 
addrefles were not voted without oppoſition. In the Houſe 
of Lords, the Dukes of Buckingham and Shrewſbury, 
the Earl of Angleſey, the Archbiſhop of York, and other 


| peers, both ſecular and eccleſiaſtical, obſerved, that their 
| addreſs was injurious to the late Queen's memory, and 


| would ſerve only to increaſe thoſe unhappy diviſions that 


; raed the kingdom. In the Lower Houſe, Sir William 
Wyndham, 
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BOOK Wyndham, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Shippin, Geheril Roſs, Sir 


William Whitelock, and other members, took exception 
to paſſages of the ſame nature, in the addrefs which the 
Commons had prepared. 'They were anſwered by Mr. 


Walpole, Mr. Pulteney, and Mr. Secretary Stanhope, 


"Theſe gentlemen took occaſion to declare, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the endeavours which had been uſed to prevent a 
diſcovery of the late miſmanagements, by conveying away 
ſeveral papers from the ſecretary's office, yet the govern- 
ment had ſufficient evidence left, to prove the late miniſtry 
the moſt corrupt that ever ſat at the helm: that thoſe mat- 
ters would ſoon be laid before the Houſe, when it would 


appear that a certain Engliſn general had acted in concert 
with, if not received orders from, Mareſchal de Villars. 


Lord Bolingbroke, who had hitherto appeared in publick, 
as uſual, with remarkable ſerenity, and ſpoke in the Houſe 
of Lords with great freedom and confidence, thought it 
was now high time to conſult his perſonal ſafety. He 2c- 
cordingly withdrew to the continent, leaving a letter which 
was afterwards printed in his juſtification. In this paper, 


he declared he had received certain and repeated informa- 


tions that a reſolution was taken to purſue him to the ſcaf- 
fold: that if there had been the leaſt reaſon to hope for a 
fair and open tryal, after having been already prejudged, 
unheard, by the two Houſes of parliament, he ſhould not 


have declined the ſtricteſt examination, He challenged the 


moſt inveterate of his enemies to produce any one inſtance 


of criminal correſpondence, or the leaſt corruption in any 


part of the adminiſtration in which he was concerned. He 
ſaid, if his zeal for the honour and dignity of his royal 
miſtreſs, and the true intereſt of his country, had any where 


tranſported him to let flip a warm and unguarded expreſ- 


fion, he hoped the moſt favourable interpretation would be 
put upon it. He afhrmed that he had ſerved her Majeſty 
faithfully and dutifully, in that eſpecially which ſhe had 


moſt at heart, relieving her people from a bloody and ex- 
| penſixe war; and that he had always been too much an 
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Engliſnman to ſacrifice the intereſt of his country to any C H A P. 


foreign ally whatſoever. 


J. 


NI. In the midſt of all this wiener againſt the late mi- An. 1718. 


niſters, friends were not wanting to eſpouſe their cauſe in 
the face of oppoſition; and even in ſome addreſſes to the 
King their conduct was juſtified. Nay, ſome individuals 
had courage enough to attack the preſent adminiſtration. 
When a motion was made in the Houſe of Commons, to 


conſider the King's proclamation for calling a new parlia- 
ment, Sir William Whitelocke, member for the univerſity 


ol Oxford, boldly declared it was unprecedented and un- 
warrantable. Being called upon to explain himſelf, he 


made an apology. Nevertheleſs, Sir William Wyndham 


riſing up, ſaid the proclamation was not only unprecedented 
and unwarrantable, but even of dangerous conſequence to 


the very being of parliaments. When challenged to juſ- 


tify his charge, he obſerved, that every member was free to 
ſpeak his thoughts. Some exclaimed, $* The Tower! 
the Tower! A warm debate enſued; Sir William being 


ordered to withdraw, was accompanied by one hundred 


and twenty-nine members; and thoſe who remained in the 
Houſe reſolved, That he ſhould be reprimanded by the 


Speaker. He was accordingly rebuked, for having pre- 


ſumed to reflect on his Majeſty's proclamation, and having 
made an unwarrantable uſe of the freedom of ſpeech 
granted by his Majeſty. Sir William ſaid he was not con- 
ſcious of having offered any indignity to his Majeſty, or of 


having been guilty of a breach of privilege : that he acqui- 


eſced in the determination of the Houſe; but had no thanks 
to give to thoſe gentlemen who, under pretence of lenity, 
had ſubjected him to this cenſure. 

XII. On the ninth day of April, General 5tanhope 
delivered to the Houſe of Commons fourteen volumes, 
conſiſting of all the papers relating to the late negociations 
of peace and commerce, as well as to the ceſſation of arms; 
and moved that they might be referred to a ſelect com- 


mittee of twenty perſons, Who Hould digeſt the ſubſtance . 


of 
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of them under proper heads, and report them, with their 
obſervations to the Houſe. One more was added to the 
number of this ſecret committee, which was choſen b 
ballot 3 and met that ſame evening. Robert Walpole, 
original chairman, being taken ill, was ſucceeded in that 


place by Mr. Stanhope. The whole number was ſuh- 


divided into three committees: to each a certain number 


of books was allotted; and they carried on the enquiry 
with great eagerneſs and expedition. 


Before this meaſure 
was taken, Dr. Gilbert Burnet, Biſhop of Sarum, died of 2 
pleuritick fever, in the ſeventy-ſecond year of his age: 
immediately after the committee had begun to act, the 
Whig party loſt one of their warmeſt champions, by the 


death of the Marquis of Wharton, a nobleman poſſeſſed 


of happy talents for the cabinet, the ſenate, and the com- 
mon ſcenes of life; talents, which a life of pleaſure. and li- 
bertiniſm did not prevent him from employing with ſur- 


priſing vigour and application. The committee of the 


Lower Houſe taking the civil-liſt into conſideration, ex- 


amined ſeveral papers relating to that revenue. The To- 


ries obſerved, that from the ſeven hundred thouſand pounds 
granted annually to King William, fifty thouſand pounds 
were allotted to the late Queen, whenPrinceſs of Denmark; 
twenty thouſand pounds to the Duke of Glouceſter ; and 
twice that ſum as a dowry to James's Queen : that near 
two hundred thouſand pounds had been yearly deducted 
from the revenues of the late Queen's civil-liſt, and ap- 


pied to other uſes ; notwithſtanding which deduction, 


the had honourably maintained her family, and ſupported 
the dignity of the crown. In the courſe of the debate 
ſome warm altercation paſſed between Lord Guernſey and 
one of the members, who affirmed that the late miniſtry 


had uſed the Whigs, and, indeed, the whole nation in 


ſuch a manner, that nothing they ſhould ſuffer could be 
deemed a hard{hip, At length, the Houſe agreed that the 
ſum of ſeven hundred thouſand pounds clear ſhould be 
granted for the civil-liſt during his Majeſty's life. A 
motion being made for an addreſs againſt penſions, it was 
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oppoſed by Mr. Walpole, and over-ruled by the majority. 


with fome amendments. 

XIII. On the eighteenth day of May, Sir John Norris 
failed with a ſtrong ſquadron to the Baltick, in order to 
protect the commerce of the nation, which had ſuffered 
from the King of Sweden, who cauſed all ſhips trading to 


rejected the treaty of neutrality concerted by the allies for 
the ſecurity of the empire; and conſidered the Engliſh and 
Dutch as his enemies. The miniſters of England and the 
Sares-General had preſented memorials to the regency of 
Sweden 3 but finding no redreſs, they reſolved to protect 
their trade by force of arms. After the Swediſh general 
Steenboch and his army were made priſoners, Count 
Wellen concluded a treaty with the adminiſtrator of Hol- 
ſtein-Gottorp, by which the towns of Stetin and Wiſmar 
were ſequeſtered into the hands of the King of Pruſſia. 
The adminiſtrator engaged to fecure them, and all the reſt 
of Swediſh Pomerania, from the Poles and Muſcovites ; 
but, as the governor of Pomerania refuſed to comply with 
this treaty, thoſe allies marched into the province, ſubdued 
the iſland of Rugen, and obliged Stetin to ſurrender. 
Then the governor conſented to the ſequeſtration, and paid 
to the Poles and Muſcovites four hundred thouſand rix- 
dollars, to indenmify them for the expenſe of the ſiege. 
Ibe King of Sweden returning from Turkey, rejected the 
reaty of ſequeſtration, and inſiſted upon Stetin's being 
eſtored, without his repaying the money. As this mo- 
arch likewiſe threatened to invade the electorate of 
baxony, and chaſtiſe his falſe friends, King George, for 
be ſecurity of his German dominions, concluded a treaty 
th the King of Denmark; by which the duchies of 
emen and Verden, which had been taken from the 


lajeſty, on condition that he ſhould immediately declare 
ar againſt Sweden. Accordingly, he took poſſeſſion of 
e duchies in October; publiſhed a declaration of war 
| 8 againſt 


The Lords paſſed the bill for regulating the land-forces, 


thoſe parts to be ſeiſed and confiſcated. That prince had 


wede in his abſence, were made over to his Britannick 
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and Uledon, and attacked the towns of Wiſmar and 
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againſt Charles in his German dominions; and detached 
ſix thouſand Hanoverians to join the Danes and Prufſians 
in Pomerania. Theſe allies reduced the iſlands of Rugen 


them.t 
claimin 
being i 
to be bi 


Stralſund, from which laſt place Charles was obliged to advertiſ 


retire in a veſſel to Schonen. He aſſembled a body of his owr 
troops, with which he propoſed to paſs the Sound upon picion t 
the ice, and attack Copenhagen; but was diſappointed by lation. 
a ſudden thaw. Nevertheleſs, he refuſed to return to Stock- vernmer 
holm, which he had not ſeen for ſixteen years; but remain- Wight, 
cd at Carleſcroon, in order to haſten his fleet for the relief dilaffecte 
of Wiſmar. ty 1 8 ig | ſeiſed at 
$ XIV. The ſpirit of diſcontent and diſaffection ſeemed MÞviit, I 
to gain ground every day in England. Notwithſtanding being for 
proclamations againſt riots, and orders of the juſtices for {Wh /cteries | 
maintaining the peace, repeated tumults were raiſed by the {Wvitt tho 


ſulted by the populace; but, next day, which was th: 
_ anniverſary of the reſtoration, the whole city was lighted 


and in Smithfield they burned a picture of King William, 
Thirty perſons were impriſoned for being concerned in 


| ſhirts allowed to the. firſt regiment of guards, commanded 
by the Duke of Marlborough, were ſo coarſe, that tit 


into that which belonged to the Duke of Marlborough 


malcontents in the cities of London and Weſtminſter, XV. 
Thoſe who celebrated the anniverſary of the king's birth. Nience of: 
day with the uſual marks of joy and feſtivity were in- lorereign, 
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up with bonfires and illuminations, and echoed with the 
ſound of mirth and tumultuous rejoicing. The people 
even obliged the life-guards who patroled through the 
ſtreets, to join in the cry of © High-church and Ormond" 


theſe riots. One Bournois, a ſchoolmaſter, who aflirmel 
that King George had no right to the crown, was tried 
and ſcourged through the city, with ſuch ſeverity, that u 
a few days he expired in the utmoſt torture. A frivolous 
incident ſerved to increaſe the popular ferment. Thr 


ſoldiers could hardly be perſuaded to wear them. Som 
were thrown into the garden of the King's palace, av 


A detachment, in marching through the city, produce 
| | 5 then 


| 


„ 


chiming, Theſe are the Hanover ſhirts.” The court 
being informed of this clamour, ordered thoſe new ſhirts 
to be burned immediately : but even this ſacrifice, and an 
advertiſement publiſhed by the Duke of Marlborough in 
his own vindication, did not acquit that general of a ſuſ- 


ation. A reward of fifty pounds was offered by the go- 
rernment to any perion that would diſcover one Captain 
Wight, who, by an intercepted letter, appeared to be 
liaffected to King George; and Mr. George Jefferies was 
ſriſed at Dublin, with a packet directed to Dr. Jonathan 
Switt, Dean of St. Patrick's. Several treaſonable papers 
being found in this packet, were tranſmitted to England : 
ſefferies was obliged to give bail for his appearance; and 
Swift thought proper to abſcond. 

NV. The Houſe of Lords, to demonſtrate their abhor- 
rence of all-who ſhould engage in conſpiracies againſt their 
lorereign, rejected with indignation a petition preſented 
to them in behalf of Blackburn, Caſſils, Bernarde, Mel- 
trum, and Chambers, who had hitherto continued pri- 
loners, for having conſpired againſt the life of King 


tairman of the ſecret committee, declared to the Houſe 
pf Commons, that the report was ready; and in the 
can time moved, That a warrant might be iſſued by Mr. 
dpeaker for apprehending ſeveral perſons, particularly Mr. 

latthew Prior and Mr. Thomas Harley, who being in 
de Houſe, . were immediately taken into cuſtody. Then 
e recited the report, ranged under theſe different heads: 
e clandeſtine negociation with Monſieur Menager : the 
piraordinary meaſures purſued to form the congreſs at 
: the trifling of the French plenipotentiaries by 
e connivance of the Britiſh miniſters : the negociation 


penſion of arms: the ſeizure of Ghent and Bruges, in 
der to diſtreſs the allies and favour the French : the 
uke of Ormonck⸗ acting in concert with the French 

| general : 


ſilliam. On the ninth day of June, Mr. Walpole, as 
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wem to the view of the ſhopkeepers and paſſengers, ex- C H a b. 
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picion that He was concerned in this mean ſpecies of pecu- 


bout the renunciation of the Spaniſh monarchy : the fatal 
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gociate a ſeparate peace: Mr. Prior's and the Duke of with 
Shrewſbury's negociation in France: the precipitate con- © 
eluſion of the peace at Utrecht. The report being read, 5a 
Sir Thomas Hanmer moved, That the conſideration of it = 
ſhould be adjourned to a certain day; and that in the mean np 
time the report ſhould be printed for the peruſal of the 10 
members: he was ſeconded by the Tories: a debate enſued; P 185 
and the motion was rejected by a great majority. 2 
XVI. This point being gained, Mr. Walpole im. 15 
peached Henry Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke of high- treaſon, 1 5 
and other high crimes and miſdemeanours. Mr. Hunger. Poa: 
ford declared his opinion, that nothing mentioned in the 1 0 
report, in relation to Lord Bolingbroke, amounted to high. 555 
treaſon; and General Roſs expreſſed the ſame ſentiment, F we 
Then Lord Coningſby ſtanding up, The worthy chair. any 
c man (ſaid he) has impeached the hand, but I impeach be aff 
cc the head: he has impeached the clerk, and I the juſtice; in e 


« he has impeached the ſcholar, and I the maſter, 1 Mr. H 
« jmpeach Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer : 


| - . » urged 
ce of high-treaſon, and other crimes and miſdemeanours, ove 
Mr. Auditor Harley, the Earl's brother, ſpoke in vind: all 6, 
cation of that miniſter. He affirmed he had done nothing abend, 
but by the immediate command of his ſovereign : that tic Wi 1 
peace was a good peace, and approved as ſuch by two pa. ſovereig 
liaments; and that the facts charged to him in the report mercy, 
amounted only to miſdemeanours: if the ſanction of a par terous 
lament, which is the repreſentative and legiſlature of the Wi many 5 
nation, be not ſufficient to protect a miniſter from the roo d. 
yengeance of his enemies, he can have no ſecurity. M. Edward 
Auditor Foley, the Earl's brother-in-law, made a ſpeech I him * 
to the ſame purpoſe: Sir Joſeph Jekyll, a ſtaunch Whis 8 "ha 
and member of the ſecret committee, expreſſed his doubt vantage 
whether they had ſufficient matter or evidence to impea WW him of . 
the Earl of high-treaſon. Nevertheleſs, the Houle ;. Sir Willi 
ſolved to impeach him, without a diviſion, When k did not at 
appeared in the Houſe of Lords next day, he found by argument 
ſelf avoided by his brother peers, as infectious; and retit which 


with 
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with has d Evnfulion. Prior and Harley having been C H Ap. 
examined by ſuch of the committee as were juſtices of the . 2) 


peace for Middleſex, Mr. Walpole informed the W 
that matters of ſuch importance appeared in Prior's exami- 
nation, that he was directed to move them for that mem- 
bers being cloſely confined. Prior was accordingly im- 
priſoned, and cut off from . communication. On the 
twenty-firft day of June, 

peached James, Duke of Ormond, of high-treaſon, and 
other high crimes and e eee Mr. Archibald 
Hutchinſon, one of the commiſſioners of trade, ſpoke in 
favour of the Duke. He expatiated on his noble birth 
and qualifications: he enumerated the great ſervices per- 
formed to the crown and nation by his grace and his an- 
ceſtors : he obſerved, that in the whole courſe of his wg 
conduct, he had only obeyed the Queen's commands; an- 
he affirmed that all the allegations againſt him could * 


Mr. Hutchinſon was ſeconded by General Lumley, who 
urged chat the Duke of Ormond had on all occaſions 
given ſignal proofs of his affection for his country, as 
well as of perſonal courage ; and that he had generouſly 
expended the beſt part of his eſtate, by living | ary in a 
| moſt noble and ſplendid manner, for the honour of his 
ſovereign. Sir Joſeph Jekyll ſaid, if there was room for 


nerous, and courageous peer, who had in a courſe of 
| many years exerted thoſe great accompliſhments for the 
good and honour of his country : that, as the ſtatute of 
Edward III. on which the charge of high-treaſon againſt 
him was to be grounded, had been mitigated by ſubſequent 
acts, the Houſe ought not, in his opinion, to take ad- 
vantage of that act againſt the Duke, but only impeach 
him of high crimes and miſdemeanours. General Ros, 
Sir William Wyndham, and the ſpeakers of that party, 
did not abandon the Duke in this emergency: but all their 


| by which they were greatly outnumbered. 'The queſtion 


Secretary Stanhope im- 


in the rigour of the law, be conſtrued into high-treaſon. 


mercy, he hoped it would be ſhown to that noble, ge- 


arguments and eloquence were loſt upon the other faction, 


Vox. =. U | —— kq} 
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BO OK. being put, was carried for the impeachment of the Duke 
4 2 of Ormond, who perceiving every thing conducted by a 


115. 


that it was the duty 
ſpirit of party: that he hoped he might pretend to have 
ſome knowledge of the laws of the kingdom; and would 


furious ſpirit of revenge, and that he could not expect the 
benefit of an impartial trial, conſulted his own ſafety, by 


withdrawing himſelf from the kingdom. On the twenty- 


ſecond day of June, the Earl of Strafford was likewiſe 


impeached by Mr. Aiſlaby, for having adviſed the fatal 


ſuſpenſion of arms, and the ſerſing of Ghent and Bruges ; 
as well as for having treated the moſt ſerene houſe of 


Hanover with infolence and contempt. He was alſo de- 
fended by his friends, but overpowered by his enemies. 


$ XVII. When the articles againſt the Earl of Oxford 
were read in the Houſe, a warm debate aroſe upon the 
eleventh, by which he was charged with having adviſed 
the French King in what manner Tournay might be 
gained from the States-General. The queſtion being put, 
Whether this article amounted to high-treaſon ? Sir 
Robert Raymond, formerly ſollicitor-general, maintained 
the negative, and was ſupported not only by Sir William 


Wyndham, and the Tories, but alſo by Sir Joſeph Jekyll. 


This honeft patriot ſaid it was ever his principle to do 
juſtice to every body, from the higheſt to the loweſt ; and 
of an honeſt man never to act by a 


not ſcruple to declare, that, in his judgement, the charge 
in queſtion did not amount to high treaſon. Mr. Wal- 
pole anſwered with great warmth, that there were ſeveral 


. perſons both in and out of the committee, who did not 


in the leaſt yield to that member in point of honeſty, and 
who were ſuperior to him in the knowledge of the laws, 


yet were ſatisfied that the charge ſpecified in the eleventh 
article amounted to high-treaſon. This point being de. 

eided againſt the Earl, and the other articles approved by the 
Houſe, Lord Coningſby, attended by the Whig members, 


impeached the Earl of Oxford at the bar of the Houſe of 
Lords, demanding, at the ſame time, that he might be 
ſequeſtered from parliament, and committed to fate cuſtody. 
er | A motion 
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A motion was made, that the confideration of the articles C H A P. 
might be adjourned. After a ſhort debate the articles 3 i 
were read: then the Tory lords moved that the judges 1715. 
might be conſulted. The motion being rejected, another 
was made, that the Earl ſhould be committed to ſafe 
cuſtody : this occaſioned another debate, in which he him 
ſelf ſpoke to the following purpoſe : That the whole 
charge might be reduced to the negociations and conclu- 
ſion of the peace: that the nation wanted a peace, he ſaid, 
nobody would deny : that the conditions of this peace 
were as good as could be expected, conſidering the back- 
wardneſs and reluctancy which ſome of the allies ſhowed 
to come into the Queen's meaſures : that the peace was 
approved by two ſucceſſive parliaments : that he had no 
ſhare in the affair at 'Tournay, which was wholly tranſ- 
ated by that unfortunate nobleman who had thought fit 
to ſtep aſide : that, for his own part, he always acted by 
| the immediate directions and commands of the late Queen, 
without offending againſt any known law; and, being 
juſtified by his own conſcience, was ee ee for the 
life of an inſignificant old man: that, if miniſters of ſtate, 
acting by the immediate commands of their ſovereign, are 
afterwards to be made accountable for their proceedings, 
it might one day or other be the caſe with all the mem- 


bers of that auguſt aſſembly : that he did not doubt their 
| lordſhips, out of regard to themſelves, would give him an 


equitable hearing : and that in the proſecution of the en- 
quiry it would appear he had merited not only the in- 
dulgence, but even the favour of this government. My 
* lords (faid he) I am now to take my leave of your lord- 
* ſhips, and of this honourable Houſe, perhaps for ever. 
© I ſhall lay down my life with pleaſure in a cauſe fa- 
% youred by my late dear royal miſtreſs. When I con- 
ider that J am to be judged by the juſtice, honour, and 
virtue of my peers, I fhall acquieſce, and retire with 
great content; and, my lords, God's will be done.” 
| The Duke of Shrewſbury having acquainted the Houſe 
| that the Earl was very much indiſpoſed with the gravel, 
| | WU 2 he 
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brought to the bar; where he received a copy of the ar- 


ſent to the Tower his life would be in danger, it was car- 
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he was ſuffered to remain at his own houſe, in cuſtody | this, 
of the black-rod: in his way thither he was attended by hel 
a great multitude of people, crying, High-church, 
« Ormond, and Oxford, for ever!“ Next day he was 


was | 
fore, 


i king 
ticles, and was allowed a month to prepare his anſwer. take 


Though Dr. Mead declared that if the Earl ſhould be ſafet) 


ſente 
coun 
ſities 


ried, on a diviſion, that he ſhould be conveyed thither on 
the ſixteenth day of July. During the debate, the Larl 
of Angleſey obſerved that theſe impeachments were dif- 


temp 

agreeable to the nation; and that it was to be feared ſuch ſlo 
violent meaſures would make the ſceptre ſhake in the twee 
King's hands. This expreſſion kindled the whole Houſe verfit 
into a flame. Some members cried, To the Tower!” digen 
fome, To order !” The Earl of Sunderland declared, 4 
that if theſe words had been ſpoken in another place, he with 
would have called the perſon that ſpoke them to an ac- | pete 
count: in the mean time, he moved that the noble lord that t. 
ſhould explain himfelf. Angleſey, dreading the reſent- offeri; 


ment of the Houſe, was glad to make an apology ; which ſuch 


was accepted. The Earl of Oxford was attended to the Geory 
Tower by a prodigious concourſe of people, who did not EB Gene 


ſcruple to exclaim againſt his perſecutors. Tumults were | the g 
raiſed in Staffordſhire, and other parts of the kingdom, was a 
againſt the Whig party, which had depreſſed the friends Suttoi 
of the church, and embroiled the nation. The Houſe of Roſs, 
Commons preſented an addreſs to the King, deſiring that (nie 
the laws might be vigorouſly executed againſt the rioters. |  g00Nns, 
They prepared the proclamation- act, decreeing that if any WWF kept j 
perſons, to the number of twelve, unlawfully aſſembled, theſe | 


ſhould continue together one hour after having been re- | exhibi 
quired to diſperſe. by a juſtice of peace or other officer, wat bs 
and heard the proclamation againſt riots read in publics, Walpe 
they ſhould be deemed guilty of FR" without benefit of Duke 
clergy. | | Hepten 

XVIII. When the King went to the Houſe of Peers, | tra 


on the twentieth day of July, to give the royal _m_ '0 WF alent, 
> thl5, | 
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this, and ſome other bills, he told both Houſes, that a CH a p. 


rebellion was actually begun at home; and that the nation 


was threatened with an invaſion from abroad. He, there- 


fore, expected that the Commons would not leave the 
kingdom in a defenceleſs condition, but enable him to 
take ſuch meaſures as ſhould be neceſſary for the publick 
ſafety. Addreſſes in the uſual ſtyle were immediately pre- 
ſented by the parliament, the convocation, the common- 
council and lieutenancy of London, and the two univer- 
ſities : but that of Oxford was received in the moſt con- 
temptuous manner; and the deputies were charged with 
diloyalty, on account of a fray which had happened be- 
tween ſome recruiting officers and the ſcholars of the uni- 
verſity. The addreſſes from the kirk of Scotland, and the 


diſſenting miniſters of London and Weſtminſter, met with 


a much more gracious reception. The parliament forth- 
with paſſed a bill, empowering the King to ſecure ſuf- 


pecte.! perſons, and to ſuſpend the Habeas-corpus act in 


that time of danger. A clauſe was added to a money-bill, 
offering the reward of one hundred thouſand pounds to 
ſuch as ſhould ſeiſe the Pretender, dead or alive. Sir 
George Byng was ſent to take the command of the fleet : 
General Erle repaired to his government of Portſmouth : 
the guards were encamped in Hyde-Park : Lord Irwin 
was appointed governor of Hull, in the room of Brigadier 
Sutton, who, together with Lord Windſor, the Generals 
| Roſs, Webb, and Stuart, were diſmiſſed from the ſervice. 
| Orders were given for raiſing thirteen regiments of dra- 


goons, and eight of infantry ; and the trained-bands were 


kept in readineſs to ſuppreſs tumults. In the midſt of 


theſe tranſactions the Commons added fix articles to thoſe 


| exhibited againſt the Earl of Oxford. Lord Bolingbroke 
was impeached at the bar of the Houſe of Lords by Mr. 
Walpole. Bills being brought in to fummon him and the 
Duke of Ormond to ſurrender themſelves by the tenth of 
| September, or, in default thereof, to attaint them of high- 
| treaſon, they paſſed both Houſes, and received the royal 
| allent, - On the laſt day of Auguſt, the Commons agreed 


to 
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B O O K to the articles againſt the Earl of Strafford, which being Rober 


— Þ 


reſented to the Houſe of Lords, the Earl made a ſpeech 
in his own vindication. He complained that his papers 
had been ſeiſed in an unprecedented manner. He ſaid, if 
he had in his letters or diſcourſe dropped any unguarded 
expreſſions againſt ſome foreign miniſters, while he had 
the honour to repreſent the crown of Great-Britain, he 
hoped they would not be accounted criminal by a Britiſh 
Houſe of Peers: he deſired he might be allowed a com. 


petent time to anſwer the articles brought againſt him, 


and have duplicates of all the papers which had either 
been laid before the committee of ſecreſy, or remained in 
the hands of government, to be uſed occaſionally in his 
juſtification. This requeſt was vehemently oppoſed by 
the leaders of the other party, until the Earl of Ilay re- 
preſented that, in all civiliſed nations, all courts of ju- 
dicature, except the Inquiſition, allowed the perſons ar- 
raigned all that was neceſſary for their juſtification; and 
that the, Houſe of Peers of Great Britain ought not, in 
this caſe, to do any thing contrary to that honour and 
equity for which they were ſo juſtly renowned throughout 
all Europe. 'This obſervation made an impreſſion on the 
Houſe, which reſolved that the Earl ſhould be indulged 
with copies of ſuch papers as he might have occaſion to uſe 
in his defence. 

XIX. On the chird ay of September, Oxford's an- 


ſwer was delivered to the Houſe of Lords, who tranſmitted 
it to the Commons. 


to Mr. Walpole, having heard it read, 
ſaid it contained little more than a repetition of what had 
been ſuggeſted in ſome pamphlets and papers which had 
been publiſhed in vindication of the late miniſtry : that i 
was a falfe and malicious libel, laying upon his royal 
miſtreſs the blame of all the pernicious meaſures he had 
led her into, againſt her own honour, and the good of his 
country: that it was likewiſe a libel on the proceedings 
of the Commons, ſince he endeavoured to clear thoſe per- 
ſons who had already confeſſed their guilt by flight. After 
ſome debate, the Houſe reſolved, That the anſwer cf 
Robert 
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Robert Earl of Oxford ſhould be referred to the committee 
appointed to draw up articles of impeachment, and prepare 
evidence againſt the impeached Lords; and that the com- 
mittee ſhould prepare a replication to the anſwer. This 
was accordingly prepared, and ſent up to the Lords. Then 
the committee reported, That Mr. Prior had groſsly preva- 
ricated on his examination, and behaved with great con- 
tempt of their authority. The Duke of Ormond and Lord 
Viſcount Bolingbroke having omitted to ſurrender them- 
ſelves within the time limited, the Houſe of Lords ordered 
the Earl-Marſhal to raze out of the liſt of peers their names 

and armorial bearings. Inventories were taken of their per- 
ſonal eſtates 3 and the Duke's atchievement, as knight of 
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the garter, was taken down from St. George's chapel art. 


Windſor. A man of candour cannot, without an emoticn 
of grief and indignation, reflect upon the ruin of the noble 
family of Ormond, in the perſon of a brave, generous, and 
| humane nobleman, to whom no crime was imputed, but 
that of having obeyed the command of his ſovereign. About 


| this period, the royal aſſent was given to an act for encou- 


raging loyalty in Scotland. By this law the tenant who 
| continued peaceable while his lord took arms in favour of 
the Pretender was inveſted with the property of the lands 
be rented: on the other hand, it was decreed that the lands 
| poſſefſed by any perſon guilty of high-treaſon ſhould revert 
to the ſuperior of whom they were held, and be conſoli- 


dated with the ſuperiority ; and that all entails and ſettle- 


ments of eſtates, ſince the firſt day of Auguſt, in favour of 
children, with a ſraudulent intent to avoid the puniſhment 


of the law due to the offence of high-treaſon, ſhould be null 


and void. It likewiſe contained a clauſe for ſummoning ſuſ- 


pected perſons to find bail for their good behaviour, on pain 


of being denounced rebels. By virtue of this clauſe all the 
B heads of the Jacobite clans, and other ſuſpeQed perſons, 
= were ſummoned to Edinburgh; and thoſe who did not 
F appear were declared re dels, 
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X. By-this time the rebellion was actually begun 
in RES The difſentions occaſioned in that country 
by the Union had never been wholly appeaſed. Even 
ſince the Queen's death, addreſſes were prepared in dif- 
ferent parts of Scotland againſt the Union, which was 
deemed a national grievance: and the Jacobites did not 
fail to encourage this averſion. Though their hopes of 
diſſolving that treaty were baffled by the induſtry and 
other arts of the Reyolutioners, who ſecured a majority 
of Whigs in parliament, they did not lay aſide their de- 
ſign of attempting ſomething of conſequence in favour of 
the Pretender; but maintained a correſpondence with the 


malcontents of England, a great number of whom were 


driven by apprehenſion, hard uſage, and reſentment into 
a ſyſtem of politicks which otherwiſe they would not have 
eſpouſed. The Tories finding themſelves totally excluded 
from any ſhare in the government and legiſlature, and ex- 
poſed to the inſolence and fury of a faction which they 
deſpiſed, began to wiſh in earneſt for a revolution. Some 


of them held private conſultations, and communicated 


with the Jacobites, who conveyed. their ſentiments to the 
Chevalier de St. George, with: ſuch exaggerations as were 
dictated by their own eagerneſs and extravagance. They 
aſſured the Pretender that the nation was wholly diſaffected 
to the new government; and, indecd, the clamours, tu- 
mults, and converſation of the people in general coun- 
tenanced this aſſertion. They promiſed to take arms without 
further delay 1 in his favour; and engaged that the Tories 
ſhould join them at his firſt landing in Great-Britain. 
'They, therefore, beſought him to come over with all 


poſſible expedition, declaring that bis appearance would 


produce an immediate revolution. The Chevalier re- 
ſolved to take the advantage of this favourable diſpoſition. 
He had recourſe to the French King, who had always 


been the refuge of his family. Lows favoured him in 


ſecret; and, notwithſtanding his late engagements with 
England, cheriſhed the ambition of raiſing him to the 


throne of Great-Britain. He ſupplied him privately with 
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ſums of money, to prepare a ſmall armament in the port of C H a P. 
Havre, which was equipped in the name of Depine d' Ani- 2 | 


aut; and, without all doubt, his deſign was to aſſiſt him 
gore effectually, in proportion as the Engliſh ſhould mani- 
eſt their attachment to the houſe of Stuart. The Duke 
of Ormond and Lord Bolingbroke, who had retired to 
France, finding themſelves condemned unheard, and at- 
tainted, engaged in the ſervice of the Chevalier, and correl- 
ponded with the Tories of England. 

XXI. All theſe intrigues and machinations were diſ- 
covered and communicated to the court of London by the 
Earl of Stair, who then reſided as Engliſh ambaſſador at 
Paris. He was a nobleman of unqueſtioned honour and in- 
tzerity, generous, humane, diſcerning, and reſolute. He 
had ſignalized himſelf by his valour, intrepidity, and other 
military talents, during the war in the Netherlands and he 
now ated in another ſphere with uncommon vigour, vigi- 
ance, and addreſs. He detected the Chevalier's ſcheme 
[while it was yet in embryo, and gave ſuch early notice 


df it as enabled the King of Great-Britain to take effectual 


meaſures for defeating the deſign, All the Pretender's in- 
tereſt in France expired with Louis XIV. that oſtentatious 
tyrant, who had for above half a century ſacrificed the re- 
joſe of Chriſtendom to his inſatiate vanity and ambition. 

At his death, which happened on the ſirſt day of Septem- 
der, the regency of the kingdom devolved to the Duke 
Orleans, who adopted a new ſyſtem of politicks, and 
ad already entered into engagements. with the King of 
reat-Britain. Inſtead of aſſiſting the Pretender, he 
amuſed his agents with myſterious and equivocal expreſſi- 
ns, calculated to fruſtrate the deſign of the expedition. 

erertheleſs, the more violent part of the Jacobites in 


tuſe and depended upon him for fuccour. They even 
ported from him a ſum of money by dint of i importunities, 
Fd ſome arms: but the veſſel was ſhipwrecked, and the 
do loſt upon the coaſt of Scotland. 


Preat-Britain believed he was at bottom a friend to their 
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XXII. The partiſans of the Pretender had proccedei 
too far to retreat with ſafety; and, therefore, reſolved to 
try their fortune in the field. The Earl of Mar repaired 
to the Highlands, where he held conſultations with the 
Marquiſſes of Huntley and Tullibardine, the Earls Mz. 
riſchal and Southeſk, the Generals Hamilton and Gox. 
don, with the chiefs of the Jacobite clans. Then he 
aſſembled three hundred of his own vaſſals; proclaimed 


the Pretender at Caſtletown, and ſet up his ſtandard at 


Brae-Mar, on the fixth day of September. By this time 
the Earls of Home, Wigtoun, and Kinnoul, Lord Del 
ford, and Lockhart of Carnwath, with other perſons (uf. 
peed of diſaffection to the preſent government, were 
committed priſoners to the caſtle of Edinburgh; and Ma- 
jor-General Whetham marched with the regular troop 
which were in that kingdom to fecure the bridge at Stir- 
ling. Before theſe precautions were taken, two veſſels 
bad arrived at Arbroath from Havre, with arms, ammu- 
nition, and a great number of officers, who aſſured the 


Earl of Mar, that the Pretender would ſoon be with them 


in perſon. The death of Louis XIV. ſtruck a general 
damp upon their ſpirits; but they laid their account with 


being joined by a powerful body in England. The Far 


of Mar, by letters and meſſages, preſſed the Chevalier to 
come over without further delay. He, in the mean time, 
allumed the title of lieutenant-general of the Pretender' 
forces, and publiſhed a declaration, exhorting the people 
to take arms for their lawful ſovereign. This was fol. 
lowed by a ſhrewd manifeſto, explaining the national 
grievances, and aſſuring the people of redreſs. Some of 
his partiſans attempted to ſurpriſe the caſtle of Edinburgh; 
but were prevented by the vigilance and activity of Colonel 
Stuart, lieutenant-governor of that fortreſs. The Duke 


of Argyle ſet out for Scotland as commander in chief ot 


the forces in North-Britain : the Farl of Sutherland ſet 
fail in the Queenborough ſhip of war for the North, where 
he propoſed to raiſe his vaſſals for the ſervice of govern- 
ment; and many other Scottiſh peers returned t9 their 
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George. 
XXIII. In England the practices of the Jacobites did 
not eſcape the notice of the miniſtry. Lieutenant-Colonel 


was committed to the Tower: Lords Landſdown and Du- 
plin were taken into cuſtody ; and a warrant was iflyed for 
yprehending the Earl of Jerſey. The King deſired the 
confent of the Lower Houſe to ſeiſe and detain Sir Wil- 
iam Wyndham, Sir John Packington, Mr. Edward Har- 
vey, of Combe, Mr. Thomas Forſter, Mr. John Anſtis, 
and Mr. Corbet Kynaſton, who were members of the 
Houſe, and ſuſpected of favouring the invalion. The 
Commons unanimouſly agreed to the propoſal, and pre- 
ſented an addreſs, ſignifying their approbation. Harvey 
and Anſtis were immediately ſecured. Forſter, with the 
aſſiſtance of ſome popiſh lords, aſſembled a body of men 
in Northumberland : Sir John Packington being examined 
before the council, was diſmiſſed for want of evidence: 
Mr. Kynaſton abſconded : Sir William Wyndham was 
ſiſed at his own houſe in Somerſetſhire, by Colonel Huſke 
and a meſſenger, who ſecured his papers: he found means, 
however, to eſcape from them ; but afterward ſurrendered 


himſelf, and, having been examined at the council-board, 


was committed to the Tower. His father-in-law, the Duke 
of Somerſet, offered to become bound for his appearance 
and being rejected as bail, expreſſed his reſentment ſo 
warmly, that the King thought proper to remove him from 
the office of maſter of the horſe. On the twenty-firſt day of 
deptember, the King went to the Houſe of Lords, and paſſed 
the bills that were ready for the royal aſſent. Then the Chan- 
cellor read his Majeſty's ſpeech, expreſſing his acknowledge- 
ment and ſatisfaction in conſequence of the e 
marks of their affection he had received; and the parlia- 
ment adjourned to the ſixth day of October. 


XXIV. 


Paul was impriſoned in the Gate-houſe, for inliſting men 
in the ſervice of the Pretender. The titular Duke of Powis 
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55 Handaſyde's regiment of foot was afterwards quartere( 
in Oxford, to overawe the univerſity. The miniſtry 


worth, Morpeth, and Alnwick. Their firſt deſign wi; 


' aſſembled a body of dragoons, reſolved to march fron 


forced. The rebels retiring northward to Wooler, were 


toun, who had ſet up the Pretender's ſtandard at Moat, 
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5 XXIV. The friends of the houſe of Stuart were very 
numerous in the weſtern counties, and began to make 


preparations for an inſurrection. They had concealed 


ſome arms and artillery at Bath, and formed a deſign to 


ſurpriſe Briſtol; but they were betrayed and diſcovered by 
the emiſſaries of the government; which baffled all their 
ſchemes, and apprehended every perſon of conſequence 
ſuſpected of attachment to that cauſe. The univerſity of 
Oxford felt the rod of power on this occaſion. Major. 
General Pepper, with a ſtrong detachment of dragoonz, 
took poſſeſſion of the city at day break, declaring he would 


uſe military execution on all ſtudents who ſhould preſume | 


to appear without the limits of their reſpective colleges, 
He ſeiſed ten or eleven perſons, among whom was one 


Lloyd, a coffeeman; and made prize of ſome horſes and 


furniture belonging to Colonel Owen, and other gentle. 
men. With this booty he retreated to Abingdon ; and 


found it more difficult to ſuppreſs the inſurgents in the 
northern counties. In the month of October the Earl of 
Derwentwater and Mr. Forſter took the field with a boy 
of horſe, and being joined by ſome gentlemen from the 
borders of Scotland, proclaimed the Pretender in Wark- 


to ſeiſe the town of Newcaſtle, in which they had man 
friends: but they found the gates ſhut upon them, an 
retired to Hexham ; while General Carpenter having 


Newcaltle, and attack them before they ſhould be re-en- 


joined by two hundred Scottiſh horſe under the Lord Vit 
count Kenmuir, and the Earls of Carnwath and Win- 


and proclaimed him in different parts of Scotland. The 
rebels thus re-enforced advanced to Kelſo, having receive 
advice that they would be joined by Mackintoſh, who had 


croſſed the Forth with a body of Highlanders. 0 
XXV. 
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XV. By this time the Earl of Mar was at the head C H * 
of ten thouſand men well armed. He had ſecured the pas | 
of the Tay at Perth, where his head-quarters were eſta- 1715. = 
hliſhed, and made himſelf maſter of the whole fruitful pro- | | 
vince of Fife, and all the ſea-coaſt on that fide of the frith 
of Edinburgh. He ſelected two thouſand five hundred 
men, commanded by Brigadier Mackintoſh, to make a 
leſcent upon the Lothian ſide, and join the Jacobites in 
that county, or ſuch as ſhould take arms on the borders 
of England. Boats were aſſembled for this purpoſe; and, 
notwithſtanding all the precautions that could be taken 
by the King's ſhips in the frith, to prevent the deſign, 
above fifteen hundred choſen men made good their paſſage 
in the night, and landed on the coaſt of Lothian, having 
croſſed an arm of the ſea about ſixteen miles broad, in open 
boats that paſſed through the midit of the King's cruiſers. 
Nothing could be better concerted, or executed with more 
conduct and courage, than was this hazardous enterpriſe. 
They amuſed the King's ſhips with marches and counter- 
marches along the coaſt, in ſuch a manner that they 
could not poſſibly know where they intended to embark. 
| The Earl of Mar, in the mean time, marched from Perth to 
Dumblaine, as if he had intended to croſs the Forth at 
dtirling-bridge : but his real deſign was to divert the Duke 
of Argyle from attacking his detachment which had land- 
ed in Lothian. So far the ſcheme ſucceeded. The Duke, 
who had aſſembled ſome troops in Lothian, returned to 
dtirling with the utmoſt expedition, after having ſecured 
Edinburgh, and obliged Mackintoſh to abandon his defign | 
on that city. This partiſan had actually taken poſſeſſion = 
of Leith, from whence he retired to Seaton-houſe, near 
Preſton-Pans, which he fortified in ſuch a manner that he 
could not be forced without artillery. Here he remained 
until he received an order acroſs the Frith from the Earl 
df Mar, to join Lord Kenmuir and the Engliſh at Kelſo, = 
for which place he immediately began his march, and rm 
ſeached it on the twenty-ſecond day of October, though a 
tod number of his men had deſerted on the route. 2 
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 $ XXVI. The Lord Kenmuir, with the Earls of Win. 
toun, Nithſdale, and Carnwath; the Earl of Derwent. 
water and Mr. Forſter, with the Engliſh inſurgents, 
arriving at the ſame time, a council of war was immediate. 
ly called. Wintoun propoſed that' they ſhould march in. 
mediately into the weſtern parts of Scotland, and join 
General Gordon, who commanded a ſtrong body of 
Highlanders in Argyleſhire, The Engliſh inſiſted upon 
the Tweed, and attacking General Carpenter, 
whoſe troops did not exceed nine hundred dragoons, 
Neither ſcheme was executed. They took the route to 
Jedburgh, where they reſolved to leave. Carpenter on one 
fide, and penetrate into England by the weſtern border, 
The Highlanders declared they would not quit their own 
country; but were ready to execute the ſcheme propoſed 
by the Earl of Wintoun. Means, however, were found to 
prevail upon one half of them to advance, while the reſt 
returned to the Highlands. At Brampton, Forſter opened 


his commiſſion of general, which had been ſent to him from 


the Earl of Mar, and proclaimed the Pretender. They 
continued their march to Penrith, where the ſheriff, aſſiſted 
by the Lord Lonſdale and the Biſhop of Carliſle, had 
aſſembled the whole poſſe-comitatus of Cumberland, 
amounting to twelve thouſand men, who diſperſed with the 
utmoſt precipitation at the approach of the rebels. From 


Penrith, Forſter proceeded by the way of Kendal and 


Lancaſter to Preſton, from whence Stanhope's regiment 
of dragoons, and another of militia, immediately retired; 
ſo that he took poſſeſſion of the place without reſiſtance, 
General Willis marched againſt the enemy with fix regi- 
ments of horſe and dragoons, and one battalion of foot com- 


manded by Colonel Preſton. They had advanced to tix 


bridge of Ribble before Forſter received intelligence d 
their approach. He forthwith began to raiſe barricadoes, 
and put the place in a poſture of defence. On the twelfth 
of November, the town was briſkly attacked in two differ- 
ent places; ; but the King's troops met with a very warm 


reception, and were repulſed with conſiderable loſs. * 
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lay General Carpenter arrived with. a re-enforcement of C HA b. 


three regiments of dragoons; and the rebels were inveſted 
on all fides. The Highlanders declared they would make 
a fally word in hand, and either cut their way through 


the King's troops, or periſh in the attempt; but they were 


over-ruled. Forſter ſent Colonel Oxburgh with a trum- 
pet, to General Willis, to propoſe a capitulation. He 


06 
1715 


was given to underſtand, that the General would not treat 


with rebels; but in caſe of their ſurrendering at difcretion 
he would prevent his ſoldiers from putting them to the 
ſword, until he ſhouid receive further orders. He granted 
tem time to conſider till next morning, upon their deliver- 
ing the Earl of Derwentwater and Mackintoſh as hoſ- 


tages. When Forſter ſubmitted, this Highlander declared 


he could not promiſe that the Scots would ſurrender in that 
manner. The general deſired him to return to his people, 
and he would forthwith attack the town, in which caſe every 
man of them ſhould be cut in pieces. The Scottiſh noble- 
men did not chooſe to run that riſque ; and perſuaded the 
Highlanders to accept the terms that were offered. They 
accordingly laid down their arms, and were put under a 
ſtrong guard. All the noblemen and leaders were ſecured. 
Major Nairn, Captain Lockhart, Captain Shaftoe, and 
Enſign Erſkine, were tried by a court-martial as deſerters, 
and executed; Lord Charles Murray, ſon of the Duke 
of Athol, was likewiſe condemned for the ſame crime, 


oficers were ſent to London, conveyed through the ſtreets 
pinioned like malefactors, and committed to the Tower and 
to Newgate. 


| Preſton was remarkable for the battle of Dumblaine, 
fought between the Duke of Argyle and the Earl of Mar, 


had retreated to his camp at Perth, when he underſtood 
the Duke was returned from Lothian to Stirling. Bur 
being now joined by the northern clans under the Earl of 
Seaforth, 


but reprieved. The common men were impriſoned at 
Cheſter and Liverpool; the noblemen and conſiderable 


XXVII. The day on which the rebels ſurrendered at 


ho commanded the Pretender's forces. This nobleman 
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B O O K Seaforth, and thoſe of the weſt commanded by General man, 
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Gordon, who had ſignalized himſelf in the ſervice of the Argy 
Czar of Muſcovy, he reſolved to paſs the Forth, in order vw 

to join his ſouthern friends, that they might march to- 777 
gether into England. With this view he advanced to In io 
Auchterarder, where he reviewed his army, and reſted on Pero 
the eleventh day of November. 'The Duke of Argyle, ap. * 5 
priſed of his intention, and being joined by ſome regiments 2 , 
of dragoons from Ireland, determined to give him battle in r 
the neighbourhood of Dumblaine. On the twelfth day of 141 : 
the month, Argyle paſſed the Forth at Stirling, and en. " Sn 
camped with his left at the village of Dumblaine, and hi; 2 
right towards Sheriff- moor. The Earl of Mar advanced Hiehl 
within two miles of his camp, and remained till day-breakin M A 1 
order of battle; his army conſiſting of nine thouſand effect 
ive men, cavalry as well as infantry. In the morning, the 
Duke, underſtanding they were in motion, drew up his 1 fte 
forces, which did not exceed three thouſand five hundred land. 
men, on the heights to the north-eaſt of Dumblaine; but he able k 
was outflanked both on the right and left. The clans that Earl c 
formed part of the centre and right wing of the enemy, Ry 
with Glengary and Clanronald at their head, charged thc 
left of the King's army ſword in hand, with ſuch impetuo- 
ſity, that in ſeven minutes both horſe and foot were total 
routed with great ſlaughter ; and General Whetham, who 


contra 
this in 


order 
ſubmit 
declare 
quis of 


commanded them, fled at full gallop to Stirling, where e 
he declared that the royal army was totally defeated. In * 
the mean time, the Duke of Argyle, who commanded nd 0 
in perſon on the right, attacked the left of the enemy, à men th 
the head of Stair's and Evans's dragoons, and drove then Wi the the 


two miles before him, as far as the water of Allan: jet Edinbu 
in that ſpace they wheeled about, and attempted to rally te topethe 
times; ſo that he was obliged to preſs them hard, that * 


' a train 

| they might not recover from their confuſion. Brigade! 5 4, 
Wightman followed, in order to ſuſtain him with thre Mar ou 
battalions of infantry 3 while the victorious right wing a remains 
the rebels having purſued Whetham a conſiderable wa, with th 
returned to the field, and formed in the rear of Wigit Vor 


many 
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* 


man, to the amount of five thouſand men. The Duke of c H A P. 
Argyle, returning from the purſuit, joined Wightman, , ihe 5 


who had faced about, and taken poſſeſſion of ſome en- 


cloſures and mud-walls, in expectation of being attacked. 
In this poſture 'both armies fronted each other till the 
evening, when the Duke drew off towards Dumblaine, and 
the rebels retired to Ardoch, withour mutual moleſtation, 
Next day, the Duke marching back to the field of battle, 
carried off the wounded, with four pieces of cannion left by 
the enemy, and retreared to Stirling. Few ptifoners were 


taken on either fide: the number of the ſlain might be 


about five hundred of each army; and both generals 
claimed the victory. This battle was not fo fatal to the 


Highlanders as the loſs of Inverneſs, from which Sir John 


Mackenzie was driven by Simon Frazer Lord Lovat, who, 
contrary to the principles he had hitherto profeſſed, ſecured 
this important poſt for the government; by which means 
a free communication was opened with the north of Scot- 


Earl of Seaforth were obliged to quit the rebel army, in 
order to defend their own territories; and in a little time 


declared with their chiefs againſt the Pretender : the Mar- 
quis of Tullibardine withdrew from the army, to cover his 
own country ; and the clans, ſeeing no likelihood of another 
action, began to difperſe, according to cuſtom. 


| fend ſtrong re-enforcements to Scotland. Six thouſand 
men that were claimed of the States-General, by virtue of 
| the treaty, landed in England, and began their march for 


together with Brigadier Petit, and fix other engineers ; and 


try, the Duke of Argyle reſolving to drive the Eayl of 
Mar out of Perth, to which town he had retired with the 
remains of his den The Pretender having been amuſed 


with the hope of ſeeing the whole kingdom of England 
Vor. II. X : riſe 


land, where the Earl of Sutherland had raiſed a conſider- 
able body of vaſſals. The Marquis of Huntley and the 


ſubmitted to King George: a good number of the Frazers 


{XXVIII. The government was now in a condition to 


Edinburgh: General Cadogan ſet out for the ſame place, 


| train of artillery was ſhipped at the Tower for that coun- 


1713. 
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BOOK riſe up as one man in his behalf; and the Duke of Or- 
I mond having made a fruitleſs voyage to the weſtern coaſt, 
#715, to try the diſpoſition of the people, he was now Seine 
of the vanity of his expectation in that quarter; and, as 

he knew not what other courſe to take, he reſolved to 

hazard his perſon among his friends in Scotlarid, at a 

time 'when his affairs in that kingdom were abſolutely 
deſperate. From Bretagne he poſted through part of 

France, in diſguiſe, and embarking in a ſmall veſſel at 

— Dunkirk, hired for that purpoſe, arrived on the twenty- 


306 


ſecond day of December at Peterhead, with ſix gentlemen 


in his retinue, one of whom was the Marquis of Tin- 
mouth, ſon to the Duke of Berwick. He paſſed through 
Aberdeen incognito, to Fetteroſſe, where he was met by 
the Earls of Mar and Mariſchal, and about thirty noble- 
men and gentlemen of the firſt quality. Here he was 
ſolemnly proclaimed : his declaration, dated at Commercy, 
was printed and circulated through all the parts in that 
neighbourhood ; and he received addrefles from the epil- 
copal clergy, and the laity of that communion in the dio- 
ceſe of Aberdeen. On the fifth day of January, he made 
his publick entry into Dundee; and on the ſeventh arrived 
at Scone, where he ſeemed dearmined to ſtay until the 
ceremony of his coronation ſhould be performed. From 
thence he made an excurſion to Perth, where he reviewed 


his forces. Then he formed a regular council; and pub- 


liſhed fix proclamations z one for a general thankſgiving 
on account of his ſafe arrival; another enjoining the mini- 
ters to pray for him in churches ; a third eſtabliſhing the 
currency of foreign coins; a fourth ſummoning the meet: 
ing of FA convention of eſtates ; ; a fifth ordering all ſenſi- 
ble men to repair to his ſtandard; and a ſixth, fixing the 
twenty- third day of January for his coronation. He made 
a pathetick ſpeech in a grand council, at which all the 
* chiefs of his party aſſiſted. They determined, howerer, 
to abandon the enterpriſe, as the King's army was re-en- 
forced by the Dutch auxiliaries, and they themſelves were 


not only reduced to a ſmall number, but likewiſe deſtitute 
ot 
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of money, arms, ammunition, forage, and proviſion; for C HAP. 


the Duke of Argyle had taken poſſeſſion of Burnet-iſland 
and tranſported a detachment to Fife, o as to cut off Mar's 
communication with that fertile county. 
XXIX. Notwithſtanding the ſeverity of the weather, 
and a prodigious fall of ſnow, which es: the roads 
almoſt impaſſable, the Duke, on the twenty-ninth of 
January, began his march to Dumblaine, and next day 
reached Tullibardine, where he received intelligence that 
the Pretender and his forces had, on the preceding day 
retired towards Dundee. He forthwith took poſſeſſion ot 
Perth; and then began his march to Aberbrothick, in 
purſuit of the enemy. The Chevalier de St. George, 
being thus hotly purſued, was prevailed upon to embark 
on board a ſmall French ſhip that lay in the harbour of 
Montroſe. He was accompanied by the Earls of Mar 
and Melfort, the Lord Drummond, Lieutenant-General 
| Bulkley, and other perſons of diſtinction, to the number 
of ſeventeen. In order to avoid the Engliſh cruiſers, they 
ſtretched over to Norway, and coaſting along the German 
and Dutch ſhores, arrived in five days at Graveline. Ge- 


| veſſels to ſail northward, and take on board the perſons 


| they continued their march through Strathſpey and Strath- 
| down, to the hills of Badenoch, where the common 


with ſuch expedition, that the Duke of Argyle, with all 
his activity, could never overtake their rear-guard, which 


| riſchal. Such was the iſſue of a rebellion that proved 


| fatal to many noble families: a rebellion which, in all 
probability, would never have happened, had not the vio- 


| Pretendar to hazard a revolt. 


neral Gordon, whom the Pretender had left commander 
in chief of the forces, aſſiſted by the Earl Mariſchal, pro- 
ceeded with them to Aberdeen, where he ſecured three 


| who intended to make their eſcape to the continent. Then 
| people were quietly diſmiſſed. This retreat was made 


| conſiſted of a thouſand horſe, commanded by the Earl Ma- 


ent meaſures of a Whig miniſtry kindled ſuch a flame of 
| diſcontent in the nation, as encouraged the partiſans of the - 
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BOOK - NN. The parlament of Ireland, which met at Dub. 
. lin on the twelfth day of November, ſeemed even more 


—— 
1716. 


Then they adjourned the two Houſes. 


adminiſtration. They paſſed bills for recogniſi ng 


zealous, if poſſible, than that of England, for the preſent 


the 


King's title; for the ſecurity of his perſon and govern- 


ment ; for ſetting a price on. the Pretender's head ; and for 
attainting the. Duke of Ormond. They granted the ſup- 
plies without oppoſition. All thoſe who had addreſſed the 
fate Queen in favour of Sir Conſtantine Phipps, then lord 


chancellor of Ireland, were now brought upon their 


knees, and cenſured as guilty of a breach of privilege. 
They defired the lords- juſtices would iſſue a proclamation 
againſt the popiſh inhabitants of Limerick and Galway, 
who, preſuming upon the capitulation ſigned by King 
William, claimed an exemption from the penalties im- 
poſed upon other papiſts. They engaged in an aſſociation 
againſt the Pretender, and all his abettors. They voted the 
Earl of Angleſey an enemy to the King and kingdom, be- 
cauſe he adviſed the Queen to break the army, and pro- 
rogue the late parliament ; and they addrefſed the King 
140 remove him from his council and ſervice. The lords- 

| Juſtices granted orders for apprehending the Earls of An- 


trim and Weſtmeath, the Lords Natterville, Cahir, and Dil 


1on, as perſons ſuſpected of diſaffection to the government. 


XXII. The King, in his ſpeech to the Engliſh par: 


liament, which met on the ninth. of January, told 


them 


he had reaſon to believe the Pretender was landed in Scot- 
land: he congratulated them on the ſucceſs of his arms in 


ſuppreſſing the rebellion: on the concluſion of the barrier 


treaty between the Emperor and the States-General, under 


: his guarantee; on a convention with Spain that would 
deliver the trade of England to that kingdom from the 


mew _impoſitions and hardſhips to which it was ſabjected 
in conſequence of the late treaties. He likewiſe gave then 
to underſtand, that a treaty for renewing all former all- 
znces between the crown of Great-Britain and the States. 


General was almoſt concluded; and he aſſured the 
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3 3 he would freely give up all the eſtates that ſhould CHAP, 


become forfeited to the crown by this rebellion, to be ap- 
plied towards defraying the extraordinary expenſe in- 
curred on this occaſion. The Commons, in their addreſs 
of thanks, declared that they would proſecute, in the moſt 
vigorous and impartial manner, the authors of thoſe de- 


ſtructive councils which had drawn down ſuch miſeries 


upon the nation. Their reſolutions were ſpeedy, and 
exactly conformable to this declaration. They expelled 
Mr. Forſter from the Houſe. They forthwith impeached 
the Earls of Derwentwater, Nithſdale, Carnwath, and 
Wintoun; Lords Widdrington, Kenmuir, and Nairn. 


Theſe noblemen being brought to the bar of the Houſe of 
Lords, heard the articles of impeachment read on the 


tenth day of January, and were ordered to put in their 


lodged, the Lower Houſe ordered a bill to be brought in 
for continuing the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus act : 

then they prepared another to attaint the Marquis of Tul- 
libardine, the Earls of Mar and Linlithgow, and Lord 
John Drummond. On the twenty-firſt day of January, 
the King gave the royal aſſent to the bill for continuing 
the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus act. He told the 


heading the rebellion, and aſſuming the ſtyle and title of 
| king of theſe realms: he demanded of the Commons 
ſuch ſupply as might diſcourage any foreign power from 
allſting the rebels. On Thurſday the nineteenth day of 
January, all the impeached lords pleaded guilty to the 
| articles exhibited againſt them, except the Earl of Win- 
| toun, who petitioned for a longer time, on various pre- 


Hall, where the Lord-Chancellor Cowper preſided as lord 
kts on that occaſion. The Counteſs of Nithſ- 
| Gale and Lady Nairn threw themſelves at the King's 
feet, as he paſſed through the apartments of the palace, 
and implored his mercy in behalf of their huſbands . 111 

| | a their 


anſwers on the ſixteenth. The impeachments being 


parliament that the Pretender was actually i in Scotland, 


tences. The reſt received ſentence of death on the nintin 
day of February, in the court erected in Weſtminſter- 
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their tears and entreaties produced no effect. The council 
reſolved that the ſentence ſhould be executed, and orders 
were given for that purpoſe to the Lieutenant of the 


Tower, and the Sheriffs of London and Middleſex. 

$ AXXII. The Counteſs of Derwentwater, with her 
fiſter, accompanied by the Ducheſſes of Cleveland and 
Bolton, and ſeveral other ladies of the firſt diſtinction, 


was introduced by the Dukes of Richmond and St. Al. 
ban's into the King's bed-chamber, where ſhe invoked 
his Majeſty's clemency for her unfortunate conſort. She 

afterwards repaired to the lobby of the Houſe of Peers, 
attended by the ladies of the other condemned lords, and 


above twenty others of the ſame quality, and begged the 


interceſſion of the Houſe : but no regard was paid to thei 
petition. Next day, they petitioned both Houſes of par- 
liament. The Commons rejected their ſuit. In the Up. 
per Houſe, the Duke of Richmond delivered a petition 


from the Earl of Derwentwater, to whom he was nearly 


related, at the ſame time declaring that he himſelf ſhould 
oppoſe his ſollicitation. The Earl of Derby expreſſed 
ſome compaſſion for the numerous family of Lord Nairn. 
Petitions from the reſt were preſented by other lords, 
moved with pity and humanity. Lord Townſhend and 


others vehemently oppoſed their being read. The Far| of 


Nottingham thought this indulgence might be granted: 


the Houſe aſſented to his opinion; and agreed to an ad. 
dreſs, praying his Majeſty would reprieve ſuch of the 
condemned lords as ſhould ſeem to deſerve his mercy. To 
this petition the King anſwered, That on this and all other 
occaſions he would do what he thought moſt conſiſtent 
with the dignity of his crown and the ſafety of his peo- 
ple. The Earl of Nottingham, preſident of the council 
his brother the Earl of Ayleſbury, chancellor of the duch) 
of Lancaſter, his ſon Lord Finch, one of the lords of thc 
Treaſury, his kinſman Lord Guernſey, maſter of the jewel 
office, were altogether diſmiſſed from his Majeſty's ſervice. 
Orders were diſpatched for executing the Earls of Der. 
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immediately: the others were reſpited to the ſeventh day 
of March. Nithſdale made his eſcape in women's apparel, 
furniſhed and conveyed to him by his own mother. On 1515. 
the twenty-fourth day of February, Derwentwater and 
Kenmuir were beheaded on Tower-Hill. The former was 
an amiable youth, brave, open, generous, hoſpitable, and 
humane. His fate drew tears from the ſpeCtators, and 
was a great misfortune to the country in which he lived. 
He gave bread to multitudes of people whom he employed 
on his eſtate; the poor, the widow, and the orphan rejoiced 
in his bounty. Kenmuir was a virtuous nobleman, calm, 
ſenſible, reſolute, and reſigned. He was a devout member Annals. 
of the Engliſh church; but the other died in the faith of > 
Rome; both adhered to their political principles. On the Deb. in Par. 
fifteenth day of March, Wintoun was brought to trial, and 3 
being convicted received ſentence of death. end 
$ XXXIII. When the King paſſed the land-tax bill, as. 1716. 
which was uſhered in with a very extraordinary preamble, : 
he informed both Houſes of the Pretender's flight from 
Scotland. In the beginning of April, a commiſſion for 
trying the rebels met in the court of Common-Pleas, when 
bills of high-treaſon were found againſt Mr. Forſter, 
Mackintoſh, and twenty of their confederates. Forſter 
eſcaped from Newgate, and reached the continent in ſafety: 
the reſt pleaded Not-guilty, and were indulged with time 
to prepare for their trials. The judges appointed to try 
the rebels at Liverpool found a conſiderable number 
guilty of bigh-treaſon. 'Two-and-twenty were executed 
at Preſton and Mancheſter : about a thouſand priſoners 
ſubmitted to the King's mercy, and petitioned for tranſ- 
portation. Pitts, the keeper of Newgate, being ſuſpected 
of having connived at Forſter's eſcape, was tried for his 
life at the Old-Bailey, and acquitted. Notwithſtanding 
this proſecution, which ought to have redoubled the vigi- 
lance of the jailors, Brigadier Mackintoſh, and feveral 
| Other priſoners, broke from Newgate, after having maſtered 
| the keeper and turnkey, 2 diſarmed the ſentinel, The 
court 
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B O OR court proceeded with the trials of thoſe that remained ; and 


a great number were found guilty ; four or five were hang- 


1700. £d, drawn, and quartered, at Tyburn; and among theſe 


was one William Paul, a clergyman, who, in his laſt 
ſpeech, profeſſed himſelf a true and ſincere member of the 
church of England, but not of the revolution ſchiſmatical 
church, whoſe biſhops had abandoned the King, and ſhame. 


fully given up their eccleſiaſtical rights, by ſubmitting to 


the unlawful, invalid, laySeprivations authoriſed by the 
Prinee of Orange. 

$ XXXIV, Though the rebellion. was extinguiſhed, 
the flame of national diſſatisfaction {till continued to rage: 
the ſeverities exerciſed againſt the rebels increaſed the 
general diſcontent ; for now the danger was blown over 
their humane paſſions began to prevail. The courage 
and fortitude with which the condemned perſons encoun- 
tered the pains of death in its moſt dreadful form prepoſ- 


ſeſſed many ſpectators in favour of the cauſe by which 


In a word, per- 


thoſe unhappy ſouls were animated. 
ſecution, as uſyal, extended the hereſy. The miniſtry 
perceiving this univerſal diſaffection, and dreading the 
revolution of a new parliament, which might wreſt the 
power from their faction, and retort upon them the vio- 
lence of their own meaſures, formed a reſolution equally 
odious and effectual to eſtabliſh their adminiſtration. This 
was no other than a ſcheme to repeal the triennial act, 
and by a new law to extend the term of parliaments to 
ſeven years. On the tenth day of April, the Duke of 
Devonſhire repreſented, in the Houſe of Lords, that trien- 
nial elections ſerved to keep up party diviſions ; to raiſe 
and foment feuds in private families; to produce ruinous 
expenſes, and give occaſion to the cabals and intrigues of 


Foreign princes; that it became the wiſdom of ſuch an 


auguſt aſſembly to apply proper remedies to an evil that 
might be attended with the moſt dangerous conſequences, 
eſpecially in the preſent temper of the nation, as, the ſpi- 
rit of rebellion {till remained unconquered. He, therefore, 
propoſed a bill for enlarging the continuance of parlt- 

ments, 
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ments. He was ſeconded by the Earls of Dorſet and © HAP. 


Rockingham, the Duke of Argyle, Lord Townſhend, and E 


the other chiefs of that party. The motion was oppoſed 
by the Earls of Nottingham, Abingdon, and Paulet. 
They obſerved that frequent parliaments were required 
by the, fundamental conſtitution of the kingdom, aſcer- 


tained in the practice of many ages; that the members of 
the Lower Houſe were choſen by the body of the nation, 


WE for a certain term of years, at the expiration of which 
bey could be no longer repreſentatives of the people, who, 
by the parliament's protracting its own authority, would 
he deprived of the only remedy which they have againſt 
thoſe who, through ignorance or corruption, betrayed the 
truſt repoſed in them; that the reaſons in favour of ſuch 
a bill were weak and frivolous; that, with reſpect to foreign 


x people to defend their liberties and intereits who ſhould 
be thought to have given up ſo great a part of their own; 
nor would it be prudent in them to wiſh for a change in 

that conſtitution under which Europe had of late been ſo 
powerfully ſupported ; on the contrary, they might be de- 


Britain, when informed by the preamble of the bill, that 
| the popiſh faction was ſo dangerous as to-threaten de- 
| ſtruction to the government; they would apprehend that 


2 proviſion for its ſafety; that the gentlemen of Britain 
| were not to be truſted ; and that the good affections of the 
people were reſtrained within the limits of the Houſe of 
Commons. They affirmed that this bill, far from pre- 
renting the expenſe of elections, would rather increaſe it, 
and encourage every ſpecies of corruption; for the value 
of a ſeat would always be in proportion to the duration of 
a parliament; and the purchaſe would riſe accordingly ; 
that a long parliament would yield a greater temptation, 
[5 well as a better opportunity to a vicious miniſtry, to 
corrupt the members, than they could poſſibly have when 


reaſons 


| alliances, no prince or ſtate could reaſonably depend upon 


he adminiſtration was ſo weak as to want ſo extraordinary 


tie parliaments were ſhort and frequent; that the ſame | 


| 1716, 7 


terred from entering into any engagements with Great- 
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BOOK reaſons urged for paſſing the bill to continue this parliament 
or ſeven years would be at leaſt as ſtrong, and, by the con- 
1716. duct of the miniſtry, might be made much ſtronger before 
the end of that term, for continuing, and even perpetuating 
their legiſlative power, to the abſolute ſubverſion of the third 
eſtate of the realm. Theſe arguments ſerved only to form 
a decent debate, after which the bill for ſeptennial parliz. 
ments paſſed by a great majority; though twenty peers en- 
tcred a proteſt, It met with the ſame fate in the Lower 
Houſe, where many ſtrong objections were ſtarted to no 
purpoſe. They were repreſented as the effects of party 
ſpleen; and, indeed, this was the great ſpring of aQiion on 
both ſides. The queſtion for the bill was carried in the 
affirmative; and in a little time it received the royal ſanc- 
tion. 
$ XXXV. The rebellion being utterly quelled, and 
all the ſuſpected perſons of conſequence detatned un fate 
cuſtody, the King reſolved to viſit his German dominions, 
where he foreſaw a ſtorm gathering from the quarter of 
Sweden. Charles XII. was extremely exaſperated againſt 
the Elector of Hanover, for having entered into the con- 
federacy againſt him in his abfence, particularly for his 
having purchaſed the duchies of Bremen and Verden, 
which conſtituted part of his dominions; and he breathed 
nothing but revenge againſt the King of Great-Britain. 
It was with a view to avert this danger or prepare again 
it, that the King now determined upon a voyage to the 
continent. But as he was reſtricted from leaving his 
Britiſh dominions, by the act for the further limitation ol 
the crown, this clauſe was repealed in a new bill that 
paſſed through both Houſes without the leaſt difficulty. 
On the twenty-ſixth day of June, the King cloſed ths 
ſeſſion with a ſpeech upon the uſual topicks, in which, 
however, he obſerved that the numerous inſtances of mere] 
he had ſhown ſerved only to encourage the faction of the 
Pretender, whoſe 3 acted with ſuch inſolence and 
folly, as if they intended to convince the world that the) 


were not to be reclaimed by gentle methods. He in- 
timated 
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GEORG E I. 


timated his purpoſe of viſiting his dominions in Germany; 


and gave them to underſtand, that he had canſtituted his 
beloved ſon, the Prince of Wales, guardian of the kingdom 
in his abſence. About this period, General Macartney, 


who had returned to England at the acceſſion of King 


George, preſented himſelf to trial for the murther of the 


Duke of Hamilton. The depoſition of Colonel Hamil- 
ton was contradicted by two park-keepers: the General 
was acquitted of the charge, reſtored to his rank in the 
army,” and gratified with the command of a regiment. 
The King's brother, Prince Erneſt, Biſhop of Oſnabruck, 


was created Duke of York and Albany, and Earl of Ul- 


ſter, The Duke of Argyle, and his brother the Earl of 


lay, to whom his Majeſty owed, in a great meaſure, his 
peaceable acceſſion to the throne, as well as the extinction 
of the rebellion in Scotland, were now diſmiſſed from all 
their employments. General Carpenter ſucceeded the 


Duke in the chief command of the forces in North-Britain, 


and in the government of Port-Mahon; and the Duke of 
Montroſe was appointed lord-regiſter of. Scotland, in the 
room of the Earl of Ilay. 

$ XXXVI. On the ſeventh day of Ji the King em- 
barked at Graveſend, landed on the ninth in Holland, 


through which he paſſed incognito to Hanover, and from 


thence ſet out for Pyrmont. His aim was to ſecure his 
German dominions from the Swede, and Great-Britain 
from the Pretender. Theſe two princes had already be- 
gun to form a deſign, in conjunction, of invading his 
kingdom. He knew the Duke of Orleans was reſolved to 
acend the throne of France, in caſe the young King, who 
was a ſickly child, ſhould die without male iſſue. The 
Regent was not ignorant that Philip of Spain would 
powerfully conteſt that ſucceſſion, notwithſtanding his 
renunciation; and he was glad of an opportunity to 
lirengthen his intereſt by an alliance with the maritime 
powers of England and Holland. The King of England 


lounded him on this ſubject, and found him eager to en- 


nge in ſuch an aſſociation. The negociation was carried 
| 2 0 on 
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on by General Cadogan for England, the Abbe du Bois u dle _— 
France, and the Penſionary Heinſius for the States-Generil. the enten 
The Regent readily complied with all their demands. He br Was 
engaged that the Pretender ſnould immediately depart from ſented th 
Avignon to the other fide of the Alps, and never return Ruſhans 
to Lorraine or France on any pretence whatſoever : that no iſ ud Ver 
rebellious ſubjects of Great-Britain ſhould be allowed to re. {i beſe int 


fide in that kingdom: and that the treaty of Utrecht, with January; 
reſpect to the demolition of Dunkirk, ſhould be fully exe. {i Count G 
cuted to the ſatisfaction of his Britannick Majeſty. The At the 
treaty contained a mutual guarantee of all the places poſſeſ Ceſar u 
ed by the contracting powers; of the proteſtant ſucceſſion took the 
on the throne of England, as well as that of the Duke of Wl rage 
Orleans to the crown of France; and a defenſive alliance, I *ftari 
ſtipulating the proportion of ſhips and forces to be fur. WM them, 
niſhed to that power which ſhould be diſturbed at home be acqua 
or invaded from abroad. The Engliſh people murmured take ſuc] 
at this treaty. They ſaid an unneceſſary umbrage wa ſatisfied 
given to Spain, with which the nation had great com. kone, an 
mercial connexions; and that, on pretence of an invaſion, * other 
a body of foreign troops might be introduced to enſlave the kingdom, 
kingdom. _ | 3 ſter, and 
$5 XXXVIL. His Majeſty was not fo ſucceſsful in bb beſtories 
endeavours to appeaſe the King of Sweden, who refuſed whatever 
to liſten to any overtures until Bremen and Verden ſhould ſtood, thi 
be reſtored. Theſe the Elector of Hanover reſolved to About the 
keep as a fair purchaſe; and he engaged in a confederacy tary in E 
with the enemies of Charles, for the maintenance of this the defire 
acquiſition, Mean while his rupture with Sweden wa ap Leatl 
extremely prejudicial to the commerce of England, and 15 bad pr 
had well nigh entailed upon the kingdom another invaſion, | the Nos 
much more formidable than that which had ſo lately mi- Pnces in 
Carried. The miniſters of Sweden reſident at London, on having 
Paris, and the Hague maintained a correſpondence vit £ the K 
the diſaffected ſubjects of Great-Britain. A ſcheme ws n : 
formed for the Swediſh King's landing on this iſland with z bs pad 


conſiderable body of forces, where he ſhould be joined by 


de beined the 


ln t. 5 


the malcontents of the united kingdom. Charles eliſhed CHAP. 


the enterpriſe, which flattered his ambition and revenge: 

nor was it difagreeable to the Czar of Muſcovy, who re- 
ſented the Elector's offer of joining the Swede againſt the 
Ruſſians, provided he would ratify the ceſſion of Bremen 
ud Verden. King George having received intimation of 
theſe intrigues, returned to England towards the end of 
fatwary; and ordered a detachment of foot-guards to ſecure 
Count Gyllenburg, the Swediſh miniſter, with all his papers. 
At the fame time, Sir Jacob Bancks and Mr. Charles 


Crſar were apprehended. The other foreign miniſters 


wok the alarm, and remonſtrated to the miniſtry upon this 


377 


Can 


170. 


outrage committed againſt the law of nations. The two ñ 


Secretaries, Stanhope and Methuen, wrote circular letters 
to them, aſſuring them that in a day or two they ſhould 
be acquainted with the reafons that induced the King to 
take ſuch an extraordinary ſtep. They were generally 
tified with this intimation 3 but the Marquis de Monte- 
kone, ambaſſador from Spain, exprefled his concern, that 
no other way could be found to preſerve the peace of the 
kingdom, without arrefting the perſon of a publick mini- 


ſer, and ſeiſing all his papers, which were the ſacred re- 


politories of his maſter's ſecrets : he obſerved, that in 
whatever manner theſe two facts might ſeem to be under- 
ſtood, they very ſenſibly wounded the law of nations. 
About the ſame time the Baron Gortz, the Swediſh reſiden- 
tiary in Holland, was ſeiſed with his papers at Arnheim, at 
the defire of King George, communicated to the States by 
Mr. Leathes, his miniſter at the Hague. The Baron owned 


he had projected the invaſion, a deſign that was juſtified 


by the conduct of King George, who had joined the 


princes in confederacy againſt the King of Sweden, with- 
N having received the leaſt provocation; who had aſſiſt- 
el the King of Denmark in ſubduing the duchies of 


Bremen and Verden, and then purchaſed them of the 


ulurper ; and who had, in the courſe of this very ſummer, 


ent a ſtrong ſquadron of ſhips to the Baltick, where it 


hene the Danes and Ruſſians againſt the Swediſh fleet. 
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Pope, the Pretender, the Duke of Ormond, and the Far 


met on the twentieth day of February, the King informed 


them he had given orders for laying before them copies 
of the letters which had paſſed between the Swediſh mini- 


and indignation at the malice and ingratitude of thoſe 


fo laviſh of her compliments. At a meeting of the Vice 


no end to addreſſes, ſhould one be preſented every time 
his Majeſty returned from his German dominions: tht 
the late favour they had received was overbalanced by 
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them of the triple alliance he had concluded with France 
and Holland. He mentioned the projected invaſion; told 


ſters on that ſubject; and he demanded of the Common; 
ſuch ſupplies as ſhould be found neceſſary for the defence 
of the kingdom. By thoſe papers it appeared that the 
ſcheme projected by Baron Gortz was very plauſible, and 
cven ripe for execution; which, however, was poſtponed 
until the army ſhould be reduced, and the Dutch aur. 
iliaries ſent back to their own country. The letters being 
read in parliament, both Houſes preſented addreſſes, in 
which they extolled the King's prudence in eſtabliſhing 
fuch conventions with foreign potentates as might repair WW Theſe bei. 
the groſs defects, and prevent the pernicious conſequences {tween the 
of the treaty of Utrecht, which they termed a treacherous Nm deb 
and diſhonourable peace: and they expreſſed their horrour Noſered a p 
ity, the n 
heard, O 
be 1rregula 
grand con 
ſt uld lea 
native, the 
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who had encouraged an invaſion of their country. He 
likewiſe received an addreſs of the ſame kind from the con- 
vocation 3 another from the diſſenting miniſters; a third 
from the univerſity of Cambridge; but Oxford was not 


Chancellor and heads of that univerſity, a motion was made 
for an addreſs to the King, on the ſuppreſſion of the late 
unnatural rebellion ; his Majeſty's ſafe return; and the 
favour lately ſhown to the univerſity, in omitting, at ther 
requeſt, the ceremony of burning in. effigy the devil, the 


of Mar, on the anniverſary of his Majeſty's acceſſion. 
Dr. Smalridge, Biſhop of Briſtol, obſerved, that ti: 
rebellion had been long ſuppreſſed ; that there would be 


z whole en now quartered upon them; and that 
there 


k G . 


there was no precedent in addreſſing a King upon his 
return from his German dominions. The univerſit 

thought they had reaſon to complain of the little regard 
ad to their remonſtrance, touching a riot raiſed in that 
city by the ſoldiers there quartered, on pretence that the 
anniverſary of the Prince's birth-day had not been cele- 
bated with the uſual rejoicings. Affidavits had been ſent 
wp to the council, which ſeemed to favour the officers of 
he regiment. When the Houſe of Lords deliberated upon 


39 
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the mutiny-bill, by which the ſoldiers were exempted 


from arreſts for debts, complaint was made of their li- 
centious behaviour at Oxford; and a motion was made, 
that they ſhould enquire into the riot. The Lords pre- 
ſented an addreſs to the Queen, defiring that the papers 
relating to that affair might be laid before the Houſe. 


Theſe being peruſed, were found to be reeriminations be- 


tween the Oxonians and the officers of the regiment. A 
vum debate enſued, during which the Earl of Abingdon 
ofered a petition from the Vice-Chancellor of the univer- 
ſity, the mayor and magiſtrates of Oxford, praying to be 
heard. One of the court-members obſerving that it would 
te irregular to receive a petition while the Houſe was in a 
mnd committee, a motion was made, that the chairman 
|: uld leave the chair; but this was carried in the ne- 
native, the debate was reſumed, and the majority agreed 
© the following reſolutions : That the heads of the uni- 
erty, and mayor of the city, neglected to make publick 


the rabble: That this aſſault was the beginning and 
decalion of the riots that enſued : That the conduct of 
he major ſeemed well juſtified by the affidavits produced 


tons, upon which the complaints relating to the riots at 
Viford were founded, while that matter was under the 
mination of the lords of the committee of the council, 


rejoicings on the Prince's birth-day: That the officers 
paving met to celebrate that day, the houſe in which they 
ad aſſembled was aſſaulted, and the windows were broken 


n his part: That the printing and publiſhing the depo- 
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Bo Pp K touching the ſame, was irregular, ditreſpectful to his Royal 


pt 

Highneſs, and tending to ſedition. An enquiry of thi = | 
8 "© nature, ſo managed, did not much redound to the honour guage 
of ſuch an auguſt aſſembly. mentat 
An. 17179. f XXXIX. The Commons paſſed a bill, prohibiting by fon 
all commerce with Sweden, a branch of trade which waz "old th 
of the utmoſt conſequence to the Engliſh merchantz, putatio 
They voted ten thouſand ſeamen for the enſuing year; WW fourit 
granted about a million for the maintenance of guards, gar. mande; 
riſons, and land- forces; and paſſed the bill relating to tages v 
mutiny and deſertion. The Houſe likewiſe voted * was ſe 
and-twenty thouſand pounds for the payment of four bat. his par 
talions of Munſter and two of Saxe-Gotha, which the King WW fr ne: 
had taken into his ſervice, to ſupply the place of ſuch a Wi chaſed 
might be, during the rebellion „ drawn from the garriſons tion fo 
of the States-General to the aſſiſtance of England. Thi fem te 
vote, however, was not carried without a violent debate. Seder 
The demand was inveighed againſt as an impoſition, ſee-· . Sir Gill 
ing no troops had ever ſerved. A motion was made for ſſl yoke : 
an addreſs, deſiring that the inſtructions. of thoſe who The 81 
concluded the treaties might be laid before the Houle: Excheq| 
but this was over-ruled by the majority *. The ſupplic Ml ing the 
was raiſed by a land-tax of three hilings i in the pound, army ſh 
and a malt-tax. What the Commons had given was not the mal 
thought ſufficient for the expenſe of the year; therefor, Mil neceſfar 
Mr. Secretary Stanhope brought a meſſage from his M. for a ſu 
jeſty, demanding an extraordinary ſupply, that he might g x1 
be the better enabled to. ſecure his kingdoms againſt the Lord T. 
danger with which they were threatened from Sweden; cretary 
and he moved that a ſupply ſhould be granted to his Mc and; 2 
jeſty for this purpoſe, Mr. Shippen obſerved it wa I of lord. 
greg ſigned h 

1 This year was rendered Famous, by 2 complete tory which Pri chancelh 
Eugene obtained over the Turks at Peterwaradin upon the Danube. 7 by Mr.! 
battle was fought on the fifth day of Auguſt, The Imperial army dl cretary « 
not exceed ſixty thouſand men: that of the Infidels amounted to one but lu * 
dred and fifty thduſand, commanded by the Grand Vifir, who was wv med 1 
tally wounded in the engagement, The Infidels were totally defeated, wit motion f 
the loſs of all their tents, aner, and baggage ; fv that the victors obtane for that 


an immenſe booty, Vox 


CE E R G E l. 


ext misfortune that the King was as little acquainted 
with the parliamentary proceedings as with the lan- 
guage of the country : that the meſſage was unparlia- 
mentary and unprecedented; and, in his opinion, penned 
by ſome foreign miniſter ; he ſaid he had been often 
told that his Majeſty had retrieved the honour and re- 
putation of the nation 3 a truth which appeared in the 
fouriſhing condition of trade; but, that the ſupply de- 
manded ſeemed to be inconſiſtent with the glorious advan- 
tages which his Majeſty had obtained for the people. He 
was ſeconded by Mr. Hungerford, who declared that for 
his part he could not underſtand what occaſion there was 
for new alliances; much leſs that they ſhould be pur- 
chaſed with money. He expreſſed his ſurpriſe that a na- 
tion ſo lately the terror of France and Spain ſhould now 
ſeem to fear ſo inconſiderable an enemy as the King of 
Sweden. The motion was ſupported by Mr. Boſcawen, 
Sir Gilbert Heathcote, and others : but ſome of the Whigs 
ſpoke againſt it; and Mr. Robert Walpole was filent. 
The Speaker, and Mr. Smith, one of the tellers of the 
Exchequer, oppoſed this unparliamentary way of demand- 


C2 CI, wiaGVs w 


army ſhould be diſbanded, and the money applied towards 


| neceſſary. After ſeveral ſucceſſive debates, the reſolution 
tor a ſupply was carried by a majority of four voices. 

XL. The miniſtry was now divided within itſelf. 
Lord Townſhend had been removed from the office of ſe- 
cretary of ſtate, by the intrigues of the Earl of Sunder- 
land; and he was.now likewiſe diſmiſſed from the place 


ligned his poſts of firſt commiſſioner of the Treaſury and 
chancellor of the Exchequer : his example was followed 
by Mr. Pulteney, ſecretary at war, and Mr. Methuen, ſe- 


ſumed in the Houſe of Commons, Mr. Stanhope made a 
motion for granting two hundred and, fifty thouſand pounds 


VoL, II. | Y reſigned 


the making good ſuch new engagements as were deemed 


cretary of ſtate. When the affair of the ſupply was re- 


for that purpoſe. Mr. Pulteney obſerved, that having 
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ing the ſupply: the former propoſed that part of the 


of lord-lieutenant of Ireland. Mr. Robert Walpole re- 
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reſigned his place, he might now aCt with the freedom 
becoming an Engliſhman : he declared againſt the manner 
of granting the ſupply, as unparliamentary and unprece. 
dented. He ſaid he could not perſuade himſelf that any 
Engliſhman adviſed his Majeſty to fend ſuch a meſſage 
but he doubted not the reſolution of a Britiſh parliament 
would make a German miniſtry tremble. Mr. Stanhope 
having harangued the Houſe in vindication of the miniſtry, 
Mr. Smith anſwered every article of his ſpeech : he affirmed 
that if an eſtimate of the conduct of the miniſtry in re- 
lation to affairs abroad was to be made from a compariſon 
of their conduct at home, they would not appear altogether 


| ſo faultleſs as they were repreſented. * Was it not a 


« miſtake (ſaid he) not to preſerve the peace at home, 
&« after the King had aſcended the throne with the uni- 
« yerſal applauſe and joyful acclamations of all his fub- 
« jets? Was it not a miſtake, upon the breaking out of 
ce the rebellion, not to iſſue a proclamation, to offer par- 
« don to ſuch as ſhould return home peaceably, according 
« to the cuſtom on former occaſions of the ſame nature? 
« Was it not a miſtake, after the ſuppreſſion of the rebel. 
« lion, and the trial and execution of the principal au- 
ce thors of it, to keep up animoſities, and drive people to 


« deſpair, by not paſſing an act of indemnity ; by keeping 


cc ſo many perſons under hard and tedious confinement; 
&« and by granting pardons to ſome, without leaving them 
e any means to ſubſiſt? Is it not a miſtake, not to truſt 


© to a vote of parliament, for making good ſuch engage- 


c“ ments as his Majeſty ſhould think proper to enter into; 
cc and inſtead of that, to inſiſt on the granting this ſupply 
ce in ſuch an extraordinary manner? Is it not a miſtake, to 
e take this opportunity to create diviſions, and render 
« ſome of the King's beſt friends ſuſpected and obnoxious? 


4 Ts it not a miſtake, in ſhort, to form parties and cabal, 


« in order to bring in a bill to repeal the act of occaſional 
« conformity?“ A great number of members had agreed 
ro this meaſure in private, though at this period it was 


not brought into the Houſe ef Commons. After a lon 
debate 
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debate the ſum was granted. Theſe were the firſt-fruits c H A p. 


of Britain's being wedded to the intereſts of the continent, 
The Elector of Hanover quarrelled with the King of 
Sweden; and England was not only deprived of a neceſ- 
ſary branch of commerce, but even obliged to ſupport 
him in the proſecution of the war. The miniſtry now 
underwent a new revolution. 'The Earl of Sunderland 
and Mr. Addiſon were appointed ſecretaries of ſtate: Mr. 
Stanhope became firſt commiſſioner of the Lear, and 
chancellor of the Exchequer. 

XLI. On the fixth day of May, the King, going to 
the Houſe of Peers, gave the parliament to underſtand, 
that the fleet under Sir George Byng, which had failed to 
the Baltick, to obſerve the motions of the Swedes, was 
ſafely arrived in the Sound. He ſaid he had given orders 
for the immediate reduction of ten thouſand ſoldiers, as 
well as directions to prepare an act of indemnity. He de- 
lired they would take proper . meaſures for reducing the 
| publick debts with a juſt regard to parliamentary credit; 
and that they would go through the publick buſineſs with 
all poſhble diſpatch and unanimity. Some progreſs had 
already been made 1n. deliberations upon the debt of the 
nation, which was comprehended under the two heads of 


redeemable and irredeemable incumbrances. The firſt 


had been contracted with a redeemable intereſt ; and theſe 
the publick had a right to diſcharge : the others con- 
liſted of long and ſhort annuities granted for a greater or 
leſs number of years, which could not be altered without 
the conſent of the proprietors. Mr. Robert Walpole had 
projected a ſcheme for leflening the intereſt, and paying 
the capital of thoſe debts, before he reſigned his place in 
the Exchequer. He propoſed, in the Houſe of Commons, 
to reduce the intereſt of redeemable funds, and offer an al- 


ternative to the proprietors of annuities. His plan was 


approved; but, when he reſigned his places, the miniſters 
made ſome ſmall alterations in it, which furniſhed him with 
a pretenſe for oppoſing the execution of the ſcheme, In 
the courſe of the debate, ſome warm altercation paſſed 

* 2 between 


* 
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BOOK between him and Mr. Stanhope, by which it appeared, 


II. 


— — 
1717. 


they had made a practice of ſelling places and reverſions. 


Mr. Hungerford, ſtanding up, ſaid he was ſorry to ſee two 


ſuch great men running foul of one another: that, how. 
ever, they ought to be looked upon as patriots and fathers 
of their country; and ſince they had by miſchance dif. 
covered their nakedneſs, the other members ought, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of the Eaſt, to turn their backs upon 
them, that they might not be ſeen in ſuch a ſhameful 
condition. Mr. Boſcawen moved that the Houſe would 
lay their commands upon them, that no further notice 
ſhould be taken of what had paſſed. He was ſeconded by 
Mr. Methuen: the Houſe approved of the motion; and 
the Speaker took their word and honour that they ſhould 
not proſecute their reſentment. The money- corporations 


having agreed to provide caſh for ſuch creditors as ſhould 


be willing to receive their principal, the Houſe came to 
certain reſolutions, on which were founded the three bills 
that paſſed into laws, under the names of © The South. 


„ Sea act, the Bank act, and the General-fund act.“ The 


original ſtock of the South-Sea company did not exceed 
nine millions four hundred and ſeventy-one thouſand three 
hundred and twenty-five pounds ; but the funds granted 
being ſufficient to anſwer the intereſt of ten millions at 
ſix per cent. the company made up that ſum to the govern- 
ment, for which they received fix hundred thoufand pounds 


yearly, and eight thouſand pounds a-year for management, 


By this act they declared themſelves willing to receive five 
hundred thouſand pounds, and the eight thouſand for ma- 
nagement. It was enacted, That the company ſhould con- 


tinue a corporation, until the redemption of their annuity, 
towards which not leſs than a million ſhould be paid at a 


time. They were likewiſe required to advance a ſum not 
exceeding two millions, towards diſcharging the principal 
and intereſt due on the four lottery funds of the ninth 
and tenth years of Queen Anne. By the Bank act the 
governors and company declared themſelves willing to 
accept an annuity of eighty-eight thouſand ſeven nero 
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penny, or the principal of one million ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-five thouſand twenty-ſeven pounds, ſeventeen ſhil- 
lings, and ten pence halfpenny, in lieu of the preſent 
annuity, amounting to one hundred and fx thouſand five 
hundred and one pounds, thirteen ſhillings, and five pence. 
They likewiſe declared themſelves willing to diſcharge, 
and deliver up to be cancelled, as many Exchequer-bills 
as amounted to two millions, and to accept of an annuity 
of one hundred thouſand pounds, being after the rate of 
live per cent. redeemable after one year's notice; to cir- 
culate the remaining Exchequer-bills at three per cent. 


and one penny per day. It was enacted, That the former 


allowances ſhould be continued to Chriſtmas, and then 
the Bank ſhould have for circulating the two millions five 
hundred and fixty-one thouſand and twenty-five pounds 
remaining Exchequer bills, an annuity of ſeventy-fix 
thouſand eight hundred and thirty pounds, fifteen ſhillings, 
| at the rate of three pounds per cent. till redeemed, over 
and above the one penny a-day for intereſt. By the ſame 


ing two millions five hundred thouſand pounds, towards 
| diſcharging the national debt, if wanted, on condition 
that they ſhould have five pounds per cent. for as much 
as they might advance, redeemable by parliament. The 


eſtabliſhing the four lotteries in the ninth and tenth years 
of the late Queen, and ſtated the annual produce of the 
ſeveral funds, amounting in all to ſeven hundred twenty- 
ſour thouſand eight hundred forty-nine pounds, fix ſhil- 
lings, and ten pence one fifth. This was the General- 
fund; the deficiency of which was to be made good an- 
nually, out of the firſt aids granted by parliament. For 
be regular payment of all ſuch annuities as ſhould be 
made payable by this act, it was enacted, That all the 
duties and revenues mentioned therein ſhould continue 


ö 
L 
l 
| 


rendered by this act perpetual ſhould be ſubject to 
£ redemption. 


att the Bank was required to advance a ſum not exceed- 


General-fund act recited the ſeveral acts of parliament, for 


[or ever, with the proviſo, however, that the revenues 
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and fifty-one pounds, ſeven ſhillings, and ten pence half- © H A P. 
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redemption. This act contained a clauſe by which the 
ſinking fund was eſtabliſhed. The reduction of intereſt 
to five per cent. producing a ſurplus or exceſs upon the 


appropriated funds, it was enaCted, That all the monies 


ariſihg from time to time, as well for the ſurplus, by virtue 
of the acts for redeeming the funds of the Bank and of the 
South-Sea company, as alſo for the ſurplus of the duties 
and revenues by this act appropriated to make good the 
General-fund, ſhould be appropriated and employed for 


the diſcharging the principal and intereſt of ſuch national 


debt as was incurred before the twenty-ffth of December 
of the preceding year, in ſuch manner as ſhould be directed 
or appointed by any future act of parliament, to be di- 


charged out of the ſame, and for none other uſe, intent, or 
purpoſe whatſoever. 


XIII. The Earl of Oxford, who had now remainel 
almoſt two years a priſoner in the Tower, preſented a pet. 
tion to the Houſe of Lords, praying that his impriſonment 
might not be indefinite. Some of the Tory lords affirmed 


that the impeachment was deſtroyed and determined 


by the prorogation of parliament, which ſuperſeded the 
whole proceedings; but the contrary was voted by a con- 
fiderable majority. The thirteenth day of June was fuel 
for the trial; and the Houſe of Commons made acquaintei 
with this determination. The Commons appointed 
committee to enquire into the ſtate of the Earl's impeact 


ment; and, in conſequence of their report, ſent a meſlag 


to the Lords, demanding longer time to prepare for the tri. 


Accordingly, the day was prolonged to the twenty-fourt 
of June; and the Commons appointed the committes 


with four other members, to be the managers for making 
good the articles of impeachment. At the appointed time 
the Peers repaired to the court in Weſtminſter-hall, When 
Lord Cowper preſided as lord-ſteward. The Common 
were aſſembled as a committee of the whole Houle : the 
King, the reſt of the royal family, and the foreign mut 
ers, aſſiſted at the ſolemnity : the Earl of Oxford u 
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Commons. Sir Joſeph Jekyll ſtanding up to make good 


that he had a motion to make, and they adjourned to their 
own houſe. There he repreſented, that a great deal of 
time would be unneceffarily conſumed in going through 
all the articles of the impeachment : that if the Commons 
would make good the two articles for high-treaſon, the 
| Earl of Oxford would forfeit both life and eſtate, and 
there would be an end of the matter : whereas, to proceed 

on the method propoſed by the Commons would draw the 
| trial on to a prodigious length. He, therefore, moved that 

the Commons might not be permitted to proceed, until 
| judgment ſhould be firſt given upon the articles for high- 
treaſon. He was ſupported by the Earls of Angleſey and 
| Nottingham, the Lord Trevor, and a conſiderable number 


: | of both parties; and though oppoſed by the Earl of Sun- 
p derland, the Lords Coningſby and Parker, the motion 
n KM carried in the affirmative. It produced a diſpute be- 
Veen the two Houſes, The Commons, at a conference, 
r delivered a paper, containing their reaſons for aſſerting it 
. as their undoubted right to impeach a peer either for treaſon 
1 for high crimes and miſdemeanours ; or, ſhould they ſee 
el occalion, to mix both in the ſame accuſation. The 


Houſe of Lords inſiſted on their former reſolution; and 
| in another conference delivered a paper, wherein they 
| allerted it to be a right inherent in every court of juſtice 
| to order and direct ſuch methods of proceedings as it ſhould 
think fit to be obſerved in all cauſes that fall under its 
| copnizance,. The Commons demanded a free conference, 
which was refuſed. The diſpute grew more and more 
warm. The Lords ſent a meſſage to the Lower Houſe, 
cre importing, that they intended preſently to proceed on the 
= trial of the Earl of Oxford. The Commons paid no 
8 "<gard to this intimation; but adjourned to the third day 
0. ef July. The Lords, repairing to Weſtminſter-hall, took 
15 their places, ordered the Earl to be brought to the bar, 
en ad made proclamation for his accuſers to appear. Having 
| _ waited 


| the firſt article, Lord Harcourt ſigniſied to their lordſhips 
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I 
| BOOK waited a quarter of an hour, they adjourned to their own maſte: 
1 A bdouſe, where, after ſome debate, the Earl was acquitted comm 
4 1917. upon a diviſion : then returning to the hall, they voted, They 
1 That he ſhould be ſet at liberty. Oxford owed his ſafety and tl 
4 to the diſſentions among the miniſters, and to the late govert 
1 change in the adminiſtration. In conſequence of this, he WM reduce 
1 was delivered from the perſecution of Walpole ; and Ml to imp 
bs numbered among his friends the Dukes of Devonſhire and cleſiaf 
1 Argyle, the Earls of Nottingham and Ilay, and Lord obedie 
5 'Fownſhend. The Commons, in order to expreſs their Soverr 
W ſenſe of his demerit, preſented an addreſs to the King, ings b 
NM deſiring he might be excepted out of the intended act of contro 
a grace. 'The King promiſed to comply with their requeſt ; the Bi 
. and in the mean time forbade the Earl to appear at court. Dr. 8 
* On the fifteenth day of July the Earl of Sunderland de. e his! 

4 livered in the Houſe of Peers the act of grace, which paſſed MW mitted 

i 80 through both Houſes with great expedition. From this . 

bw, indulgence were excepted the Earl of Oxford, Mr. Prior, 

18 Mr. Thomas Harley, Mr. Arthur Moore; Criſp, Nodes, 

Wo | Obryan, Redmayne the printer, and Thompſon ; as alſo 


the aſſaſſinators in Newgate, and the clan of Mackgregor 
in Scotland. By virtue of this act, the Earl of Carr- 
wath, the Lords Widdrington and Nairn were imme- 
diately diſcharged; together with all the gentlemen under 
ſentence of death in Newgate, and thoſe that were con- 
{ined on account of the rebellion in the Fleet, the Marſhal- 
ſea, and other priſons of the kingdom. The act of grace 
being prepared for the royal aſſent, the King went to th: 
Houſe of Peers on the fifteenth day of July, and having 
given his ſanction to all the bills that were ready, cloſed the 
| ſ-ſion with a ſpeech on the uſual topicks. 
$ XLIII. The proceedings in the Convocation turned 
"Fl chiefly upon two performances of Dr. Hoadley, Biſhop c 
'* Bangor. One was intituled, A Preſervative again 
1 „the Principles and Practices of the Nonjurors: 
the other was a ſermon preached before the King, unde! 
the title of,“ The nature of the kingdom of Chrilt. 
An anſwer to this diſcourſe was publiſhed by Dr. Snaps 


mall 


ti. 


maſter of Eton college, and the convocation appointed a 
committee to examine the Biſhop's two performances. 
They drew up a repreſentation, in which the Preſervative 


and the ſermon were cenſured, as tending to ſubvert all 
gorernment and diſcipline in the church of Chriſt; to 
reduce his kingdom to a ſtate of anarchy and confuſion; 

to impugn and impeach the royal ſupremacy in cauſes ec- 


clefiaſtical, and the authority of the legiſlature to enforce 
obedience in matters of religion by civil ſanctions. The 
government thought proper to put a ſtop to theſe proceed- 


| ings by a prorogation 3 which, however, inflamed the 


controverſy. A great number of pens were drawn againſt 


| the Biſhop : but his chief antagoniſts were Dr. Snape and 
| Dr. Sherlock, whom the King removed from the office 


of his chaplains; and the Convocation has not been per- 


mitted to ſit and do buſineſs ſince that period. 
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CH A F. 1. 


(1. _ Difference between King George and the Czar of Mz. 
covy. & II. The King of Sweden is killed at Frederick}ad:. 
$ IM. Negociation for the quadruple alliance. J IV. Pri. 
ceedings in parliament. $V. James Shepherd execute 
for a defign againſt the King's life. Parliament prorogued 
6 VI. Nature of the quadruple alliance. $ VII. Admiral 
Byng ſails to the Mediterranean. & VIII. He deſtroys the 

French fleet 77 Cape Paſſaro. 9 
the Spaniſh miniſtry. & X. DE in parliament touch. 
ing the admiral's attacking the Spaniſh fleet. & XI. Ad 
for firengthening the proteſtant intereſt. 


IX. Remonſtrances of 


6 XII. War di. 
clared againſt Spain. & XIII. Confpiracy againſt the regent 
of France. Y XIV. Intended invaſion by the Duke of Or- 
mend. & XV. Three hundred Spaniards land and are taken 
in Scotland. $ XVI. Account of the peerage bill. & XVII. 
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Count Merci aſſumes the command of the Imperial army ir 
Sicily. & XVIII. Activity of Admiral Byng. $ XIX. 
The Spaniſh troops evacuate Sicily. & XX. Philip obliged 
to accede to the quadruple alliance. & XXI. Bill for ſecuring 


S XXII. South-Sea act. & XXIII. 


; 3 of alliance with Sweden. 
j elected King of Sweden. & XXVI. Effects of the South 
| Sea ſcheme. & XXVII. The bubble breaks, & XXVIIL 

1 I i ſecret committee appointed by the Houſe of Common: 
$XXIX. Enquiry carried on by bath Houſes. & XXX. 

Death of Earl Stanhope and Mr. Crage:, both ſecretaries 5 
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the dependency of Ireland upon the crown of Great-Britain, 
11 Charters granted 
We to the royal and London afſurance offices. F XXIV. Treaty 
XXV. The Prince of Heſ 


State. & XXXI. The ęſtates of the directors of the Sculſ- 
Sea company are confiſcated, & XXXII. Proceedings of tit 
Commons with reſpect ts the fhock of the South-Sea compa): 
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(1. 4 theſe tranſactions, the negociations CHAP. 


of the North were continued againſt the King 
| of Sweden, who had penetrated into Norway, and ad- 
| ranced towards Chriſtianſtadt, the capital of that king- 
dom. The Czar had ſent five-and-twenty thonknd 


| Ruſſians to aſſiſt the allies in the reduction of Wiſmar, 


| which he intended to beſtow upon his niece, lately married 
tothe Duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin: but, before his troops 
arrived, the place had ſurrendered, and the Ruſſians were 
| not admitted into the garriſon; a circumſtance which. in- 
creaſed the miſunderſtanding between him and the King 
| of Great-Britain. Nevertheleſs, he conſented to a project 
for making a deſcent upon Schonen, and actually took 
| upon him the command of the allied fleet; though he 
| was not at all pleaſed to ſee Sir John Norris in the Baltick, 
| becauſe he had formed deſigns againſt Denmark, which 
he knew the Engliſh ſquadron would protect. He ſuddenly 
deſiſted from the expedition againſt Schonen, on pretence 
| that the ſeaſon was too far advanced; and the King of 
Denmark publiſhed a manifeſto, remonſtrating againſt his 
conduct on this occaſion. By this time Baron Gortz 
had planned a pacification between his maſter and the 
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| Czar, who was diſcontented with all bis German allies, 


| becauſe they oppoſed his having any footing in the empire. 
This monarch arrived at Amſterdam in December, 
| whither he was followed by the Czarina ; and he actually 


reſided at the Hague when King George paſſed through it, 


in return to his Britiſh dominions : but he declined an 
| interview with the King of England. When Gyllen- 
burg's letters were publiſhed in London, ſome paſſages 
| ſeemed to favour the ſuppoſition of the Czar's being 


| privy to the conſpiracy. His miniſter at the Engliſh court 
preſented a long memorial, complaining that the King 


bad cauſed to be printed the malicious infinuations of his 


enemies. He denied his having the leaſt concern in the 


| deſign of the Swediſh King. He charged the court of 


England with having privately treated of a ſeparate peace 


with Charles, and even with having promiſed to aſſiſt him 
| againſt 
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againſt the Czar, on condition that he would relinquiſh his 
pretenſions to Bremen and Verden. Nevertheleſs, he ei- 
preſſed an inclination to re-eſtabliſh the ancient good under. 
ſtanding, and to engage in vigorous meaſures for proſecu- 
ting the war againſt the common enemy. The memorial 
was anſwered by the King of Great-Britain, who aſſured 
the Czar he ſhould have reaſon to be fully ſatisfied, if be 
would remove the only obſtacle to their mutual good under. 
itanding z in other words, withdraw the Ruſſian troops 
from the empire. Notwithſtanding theſe profeſſions, the 


two monarchs were never perfectly reconciled. 


$ II. The Czar made an excurſion to the court of 
France, where he concluded a treaty of friendſhip with the 


regent, at whoſe earneſt deſire he promiſed to recall his 


troops from Mecklenburgh. At his return to Amſterdam, 
he had a private interview with Gortz, who, as well as 
Gyllenburg, had been ſet at liberty. Gortz under- 
took to adjuſt all differences between the Czar and the 
King of els He within three months; and Peter engaged 
to ſuſpend all operations. againſt Sweden, until that term 
ſhould be expired. A congreſs was opened at Abo, 
between the Swediſh and Ruſſian miniſters; but the con- 
ferences were afterwards removed to Aland. By this 


convention, the Czar obliged himſelf to aſſiſt Charles in 


the conqueſt of Norway; and they promiſed to unite all 
their forces againſt the King of Great-Britain, ſhould he 
preſume to interpoſe. Both were incenſed againſt that 


prince; and one part of their deſign was to raiſe the Pre- 


tender to the throne of England. Baron Gortz ſet out 
from Aland for Frederickſtadt in Norway, with the plan 
of peace; but, before he arrived, Charles was killed by a 


_ cannon-ball from the town, as he viſited the trenches, on 


the thirteenth of November. Baron Gortz was immediately 
arreſted, and brought to the ſcaffold by the nobles of 
Sweden, whoſe hatred he had incurred by his inſolence of 
behaviour. The death of Charles was fortunate for King 
George. Sweden was now obliged to ſubmit : while the 
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kept poſſeſſion of what they had acquired in the courſe of 
the war. 

(III. Thus Bremen and Verden were ſecured to the 
houſe of Hanover; an acquiſition towards which the 
Engliſh nation contributed by her money, as well as by 


gagements into which England entered when King Wil- 
lam became guarantee for the treaty of Travendahl; an 
| acquiſition that may be conſidered as the firſt link of a 


King had not yet received the inveſtiture of the duchies; 
and, until that ſhould be procured, it was neceſſary to 
[eſpouſe with warmth the intereſts of the Emperor. This 
vas another ſource of miſunderſtanding between Great- 
Britain and Spain. Prince Eugene gained another complete 
victory over a prodigious army of the Turks at Belgrade, 
which was ſurrendered to him after the battle. The Em- 
Iperor had engaged in this war as an ally of the Venetians, 
whom the Turks had attacked, and driven from the Morea. 
The Pope conſidered it as a religious war againſt the In- 
dels; and obtained repeated aſſurances from the King 
of Spain, that he would not undertake any thing againſt 
the Emperor, while he was engaged in ſuch a laudable 
Euarrel. Philip had even ſent a ſquadron of ſhips and gal- 
lies to the aſſiſtance of the Venetians. In the courſe of this 
year, however, he equipped a ſtrong armament, the com- 
mand of which he beſtowed on the Marquis de Lede, 


ri in Sardinia, which belonged to the Emperor, made a 
onqueſt of the whole iſland. At the ſame time, the King 
Spain endeavoured to juſtify theſe proceedings by a ma- 
teſto, in which he alledged that the Archduke, con- 
nary to the faith of treaties, encouraged and ſupported 
Fe rebellion of his ſubjects in Catalonia, by frequent 
cours from Naples, and other places; and that the 


niſned 


her arms; an acquiſition made in contradiction to the en- 


ö political chain by which the Engliſh nation was dragged 
back into expenſive connexions with the continent. The 


Who ſailed from Barcelona in July, and landing at Cag- | 


| * Inquiſitor of Spain hag been ſeiſed, though fur- 
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niſhed with a paſſport from his Holineſs. He promiſe (IV 
however, to proceed no farther, and ſuſpend all operations, Wales 
that the powers of Europe might have time and opporty. Wi baptiſn 
nity to contrive expedients for reconciling all differences, father 
and ſecuring the peace and balance of power in [taly; ¶ chat his 
nay, he conſented that this important affair ſhould be leſt The K 
to the arbitration of King George and the States-General, WM himſelf 
"Theſe powers undertook the office. Conferences were be- ſentmer 
gun between the miniſters of the Emperor, France, Eng. King or 
land, and Holland; and theſe produced, in the courſe of {Wſapartme 
the following year, the famous quadruple alliance. In this MWhhould e 
treaty it was ſtipulated, that the Emperor ſhould re. Princeſs 
nounce all pretenſions to the crown of Spain, and ex- but the 
change Sardinia for Sicily, with the Duke of Savoy; that {ſand pee: 
the ſucceſſion to the duchies of T uſcany, Parma, and Pla. Whrere gi 
centia, which the Queen of Spain claimed by inheritance, Mrrince 
as Princeſs of the houſe of Farneſe, ſhould be ſettled on N lajeſty 
her eldeſt fon, in caſe the preſent poſſeſſors ſhould die Wunder b. 
without male iſſue. Philip, diſſatisfied with this partition, ſervice o 
continued to make formidable preparations by ſea and land. {lament 
The King of England and the Regent of France interpoſed ing, in 
their admonitions to no purpoſe. At length his Britannic ſhe army 
Majeſty had recourſe to more ſubſtantial arguments, and Walt ſeſſio 
ordered a ſtrong {quadron t to be en with all poſſib᷑ friends t 
expedition“. nouſly « 
N. bengthe 
* The Pretanier, who refided at Urbino, having received intelligence frathurch © 
Paris, that there was a defign formed againſt his life, Pope Clement Xl. d bulu 
gave directions that all foreigners in that neighbourhood, eſpecially Eggli 
ſhould be arreſted. The Earl of Peterborough arriving at Bologna, valh1 ery ady 
few armed followers, was ſeiſed, with all his papers. Being interrogate ty of 2 
he ſaid he came to paſs ſome time in Italy, for the benefit of the air. MWWhich Wi 
was cloſe confined for a whole month in Fort Urbino, and his attendant roceeded 
were ſent to priſon. Nothing appearing to juſtify the ſuſpicion, he v 4 
diſmifled with uncommon civility, The King demanding reparation for ti unts, ir 
inſult, the Pope wrote with bis own hand a letter to an ally of Great-Bn avy, and 
tain, declaring that the Legate of Bologna had violently and unjuſtly, vi". ſea-ſer 
out the knowledge of his Holineſs, cauſed the Farl of Peterborough to % © BERRY 
ſeiſed upon ſuſpicions which proved to be ill grounded. The Cardini eratio 
Legate ſent a declaration to the Engliſh admiral in the Mediterrane r of tro 
that he had aſked forgiveneſs of his Holineſs, and now begged pardon of! yndham 


Britannick Majefty, for having unadviſedly arrcfted a peer of Great Brita 
on his travels. 


ee. 
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IV. On the third day of November, the Princeſs of C H a P. 


Wales was delivered of a prince, the ceremony of whoſe 

baptiſm was productive of a difference between the grand- 
cher and the father. The Prince of Wales intended 
chat his uncle, the Duke of York, ſhould ſtand godfather. 
be King ordered the Duke of Newcaſtle to ſtand for 
. bimſelf. After the ceremony, the Prince expreſſed his re- 
- Wntment againſt this nobleman in very warm terms. The 
King ordered the Prince to confine himſelf within his own 
apartments; and afterwards ſignified his pleaſure that he 
is Wiſhould quit the palace of St. James's. He retired with the 
e. Princeſs to a houſe belonging to the Earl of Grantham ; 
ut the children were detained at the palace. All peers 


at Wand peereſſes, and all privy-counſellors and their wives, 


h. rere given to underſtand, that in caſe they viſited the 


ce, rince and Princeſs, they ſhould have no acceſs to his 


on Wlſajeſty's preſence; and all who enjoyed poſts and places 


dic Wunder both King and Prince were obliged to quit the 


on, {ſervice of one or other, at their option. When the par- 
nd. N iament met on the twenty-firſt day of November, the 
fed King, in his ſpeech, told both Houſes that he had reduced 
ck be army to very near one half, ſince the beginning of the 
and Walt ſeſſion ; he expreſſed his deſire that all thoſe who were 
tiends to the preſent happy eſtabliſhment might unani- 


trengthening the proteſtant intereſt, of which, as the 
nd bulwark, ſo would ſhe reap the principal benefit of 


ty of all proteſtants. After the addreſſes of thanks, 


daa 
ne 1 
or thif 
at-Br 
„ wit 


roceeded to take into conſideration the eſtimates and ac- 
bunts, in order to ſettle the eſtabliſhment of the army, 
avy, and Ordnance. Ten thouſand men were voted for 
oo © ſea- ſervice. When the ſupply for the army fell under 
* liberation, a very warm debate enſued, upon the num- 


r of troops neceſſary to be maintained. Sir William 
z of i 


D elaborate 


nouſly concur in ſome proper method for the greater 


hurch of England was unqueſtionably the main ſupport 


hich were couched in the uſual ſtyle, the Commons 


— Mr. 2 and Mr. Walpole, in a long 


II. 
— 
1717. 


ery advantage accruing from the union and mutual cha- 
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3 0 O elaborate harangue, inſiſted upon its being reduced to twelve 


thouſand. They were anſwered by Mr. Craggs, ſecretary 
at war, and Sir David Dalrymple. Mr. Shippen, in the 
courſe of the debate, ſaid the ſecond paragraph of the King's 
ſpeech ſeemed rather to be calculated for the meridian of 
Germany than for Great-Britain; and it was a great mi- 
fortune that the King was a ſtranger to our language and 
conſtitution. Mr. Lechmere affirmed this was a ſcandalous 
inveCtive againſt the King's perſon and government; and 
moved that he who uttered it ſhould be ſent to the Tower. 
Mr. Shippen, refuſing to retract or excuſe what he had ſaid, 
was voted to the Tower by a great majority; and the num- 


ber of ſtanding forces was fixed at fixteen thouſand three 


hundred and forty-ſeven effective men. 
6 V. On account of the great ſcarcity of ſilver coin, 
occaſioned by the exportation of ſilver, and the importation 


of gold, a motion was made to put a ſtop to this growing 


evil, by lowering the value of gold ſpecie. The Com- 
mons examined a repreſentation which had been made to 
the Treaſury by Sir Iſaac Newton, maſter of the Mint, 
on this ſubject. Mr. Caſwel explained the nature of 2 
clandeſtine trade carried on by the Dutch and Ham- 
burghers, in concert with the Jews of England and other 
traders, for exporting the ſilver coin and importing gold, 
which being coined at the Mint, yielded a profit of fifteen 


pence upon every guinea. The Houſe, in an addreſs to 


the King, defired that a proclamation might be iſſued, 
forbidding all perſons to utter or receive guineas at a higher 
rate than one-and-twenty ſhillings each. His Majeſt) 
complied with their requeſt : but people hoarding up their 
filver, in hopes that the price of it would be raiſed, or 


in apprehenſion that the gold would be lowered {till far- 


ther, the two Houſes reſolved that the ſtandard of the gold 
and filver coins of the kingdom ſhould not be altered in 
fineneſs, weight, or denomination; and they ordered a bull 
to be brought in, to prevent the melting down of the ſilver 


coin. At this period, one James Shepherd, a youth of 
| eighteen, 
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GEORGE 1, 


eighteen, apprentice to a coachmaker, and an enthuſiaſt in 
Jacobitiſm, ſent a letter to a nonjuring clergyman, pro- 
poling a ſcheme for aſſaſſinating King George, He was 
immediately apprehended, owned the deſign, was tried, 
condemned, and executed at Tyburn. This was likewiſe 
the fate of the Marquis de Palleotti, an Italian nobleman, 
brother to the Ducheſs of Shrewſbury. He had, in a 
tranſport of paſſion, killed his own ſervant, and ſeemed 
indeed to be diſordered in his brain. After he had received 
ſentence of death, the King's pardon was earneſtly ſolli- 
cited by his ſiſter, the Ducheſs, and many other perſons 
of the firſt diſtinction; but the common people became 
ſo clamorous, that it was thought dangerous to reſcue 
him from the penalties of the law, which he accordingly 
underwent in the moſt ignominious manner. No ſubject 
produced ſo much heat and altercation in parliament dur- 


forces, and puniſhing mutiny and deſertion; a bill which 
was looked upon as an encroachment upon the liberties 


copnizance of crimes and miſdemeanours committed by the 
ſoldiers and officers of the army: a juriſdiction inconſiſtent 
with the genius and diſpoſition of the people. The dan- 
gers that might accrue from ſuch a power were explained 


Mr. Robert Walpole, which laſt, however, voted after- 
wards for the bill. In the Houſe of Lords, it was ſtrenu- 
oully oppoſed by the Earls of Oxford, Strafford, and Lord 


or WM Carteret. The bill paſſed by a great majority; but divers 
: 'ords entered a proteſt. This affair being diſcuſſed, a bill 
was brought in for veſting in truſtees the forfeited eſtates 
in Britain and Ireland, to be ſold for the uſe of the pub- 
lick ; for giving relief to lawful creditors, by determining 
the claims; and for the more effectual bringing into the 


lll fold. The time of claiming was prolonged : the ſum 
Vol. II. 2 of 


in the Lower Houſe by Mr. Hutchinſon, Mr. Harley, and 


Harcourt. Their objections were anſwered by Lord 


relpective exchequers the rents and profits of the eſtates 
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ing this ſeſſion, as did the bill for regulating the land- 


and conſtitution of England, inaſmuch as it eſtabliſhed | 
martial law, which wreſted from the civil magiſtrate the 
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BOOK of twenty thouſand pounds was reſerved out of the ſale of 
II. : : | g 

| the eſtates in Scotland, for erecting ſchools ; and eight 
171. thouſand pounds for building barracks in that kingdom. 
The King having ſignified, by a meſſage to the Houſe of 


Mean 
| French 
which 


Oldmixon. 
between 


ms Commons, that he had lately received ſuch information 

Furcht, from abroad, as gave reaſon to believe that a naval force, of ici 
a. Keg, employed where it ſhould be neceſſary, would give weight ard to 
= State Trials, to his endeavours 3 he, therefore, thought fit to acquaint with hi 
3 3 0 4 the Houſe with this circumſtance, not doubting but that a thy 
diese in caſe he ſhould be obliged, at this critical juncture, to ae 

Admirals, exceed the number of men granted this year for the fea- mon 
ſervice, the Houſe would provide for ſuch exceeding, tereſt 
The Commons immediately drew up and preſented an be bale 
addreſs, aſſuring his Majeſty that they would make good e e 
ſuch exceedings of ſeamen as he ſhould find neceſſary to 5 ted t 
preſerve the tranquillity of Europe. On the twenty-firſt 3 
day of March, the King went to the Houſe of Peers, and, to all th 
having paſſed the bills that were ready for the royal aſſent, England 
ordered the parliament to be prorogued “. a lot app 
As. 418. 6 VI. The King of Spain, by the care and indefati ume kep 
gable diligence of his prime miniſter, Cardinal Alberoni, iruple a] 
equipped a very formidable armament, which, in the be- expenſive 
ginning of June, ſet fail from Barcelona towards Italy; cf adding 
but the deſtination of it was not known. A ſtrong ſqua- VII. 
dron having been fitted out in England, the Marquis de o compr 
Monteleone, ambaſſador from Spain, preſented a memo- jeſty and 
rial to the Britiſh miniſtry, importing that ſo powerful an Lord Sta. 
armament in time of peace could not but give umbrage to pacificatio 
the King his maſter, and alter the good intelligence that ad iniqui 
ſubſiſted between the two crowns. In anſwer to this re ation by 
preſentation, the miniſters declared that the King intend. Pithead o 
ed to ſend Admiral Byng with a powerful ſquadron into tie line, t 
the Mediterranean, to maintain the neutrality in Italy. tructions 
„ Mean Cape St. V 
* Ear] Cowper, lord- chancellor, reſigned the great ſeal, which was 1 lp atched 

firſt put in_ commiſſion, but afterwards given to Lord Parker, a8 hip! vtanhope, 
chancellor, The Earl of Sunderland was made preſident of the counciMniorm his 

and firſt commiſſioner of the Treaſury. Lord Stanhope and Mr. Wn thoſ 

were appointed ſecretaries of ſtate, Lord Stanhope and Lord Cadogan vel rug E p, 
| | Ions: 


afterwards created earls, 


E S n G ER D 


which King George and the Regent preſcribed a peace 
between the Emperor, the King of Spain, and the King 
of Sicily, and undertook to compel Philip and the Savoy- 
ard to ſubmit to ſuch conditions as they had concerted 
with his Imperial Majeſty. Theſe powers were allowed 
only three months to conſider the articles, and declare 
whether they would reject them, or acquieſce in the par- 
tion. Nothing could be more contradiCtory to the true 


intereſt of Great-Britain than this treaty, which deſtroyed 
the balance in Italy, by throwing ſuch an acceſſion of 
power into the hands of the Houſe of Auſtria. It inter- 
rupted the commerce with Spain; involved the kingdom 
in an immediate war with that monarchy; and gave riſe 


to all the quarrels and diſputes which have ariſen between 
England and Spain in the ſequel. The States-General did 
not approve of ſuch violent meaſures, and for ſome 
time kept aloof : but at length they acceded to the qua- 
druple alliance, which indeed was no other than a very 
expenſive compliment to the Emperor, who was deſirous 
of adding Sicily to his other Italian dominions. 

VII. The King of England had uſed ſome endeavours 
to compromiſe the difference between his Imperial Ma- 
jſty and the Spaniſh branch of the Houſe of Bourbon. 
Lord Stanhope had been ſent to Madrid with a plan of 
pacification, which being rejected by Philip, as partial 
and iniquitous, the King determined to ſupport his me- 
wation by force of arms. Sir George Byng failed from 
pithead on the fourth day of June, with twenty ſhips of 
the line, two fire-ſhips, two bomb-veſlels, and ample in- 
Iuftions how to act on all emergencies. He arrived off 
Cape St. Vincent on the thirtieth day of the month, and 
patched his ſecretary to Cadiz, with a letter to Colonel 


Inform his Moſt Catholick Majeſty of the admiral's arrival 
In thoſe parts, and lay before him this article of his in- 
Ituttions ; „ You are to make inſtances ' * th both parties 

f 2 2 | £6 to 


tanhope, the Britiſh miniſter at Madrid, deſiring him to 
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Mean while, the negociations between the Engliſh and © H A P. 
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French miniſters produced the quadruple alliance, BY me: 
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in caſe of their being attacked by Admiral Byng, he fhould 
be in no pain for the ſucceſs. Mr. Stanhope preſenting 
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« to ceaſe from uſing any further acts of hoſtility : but 
ce jn caſe the Spaniards do ſtill infiſt, with their ſhips of 
« war and forces, to attack the kingdom of Naples, or 
ce other the territories of the Emperor in Italy, or to land 
« in any part of Italy, which can only be with a deſign 
ce to invade the Emperor's dominions, againſt whom only 
te they have declared war by invading Sardinia 3 or if 
ce they ſhould endeavour to make themſelves maſters of 


ce the kingdom of Sicily, which muſt be with a deſign to 


cc jnvade the kingdom of Naples; in which caſe you are, 
ce with all your power, to hinder and obſtruct the fame, 
« Tf it ſhould ſo happen, that at your arrival, with our 


ce fleet under your command, in the Mediterranean, the 


ce Spaniards ſhould already have landed any troops in 
cc Italy, in order to invade the Emperor's territories, you 


ce ſhall endeavour amicably to diſſuade them from perſe- 


cc vering in ſuch an attempt, and offer them your aſſiſ. 
cc ance to help them to withdraw their troops, and put 


an end to all further acts of hoſtility. But in cat: 
e theſe your friendly endeavours ſhould prove ineffectua⸗ 


« you ſhall, by keeping company with, or intercepting 
&* their ſhips or convoy; or, if it be neceſſary, by openly 
cc oppoſing them, defend the Emperor's territories from 
any further attempt.” When Cardinal Alberoni pe. 


ruſed theſe inſtructions, he told Colonel Stanhope, with 


ſome warmth, that his maſter would run all hazards, and 
even ſuffer himſelf to be driven out of Spain, rather than 
recall his troops, or conſent to a ſuſpenſion of arms. He 
ſaid the Spaniards were not to be frightened ; and he wa: 
ſo well convinced that the fleet would do their duty, that 


him with a lift of the Britiſh ſquadron, he threw it upol 
the ground with great emotion. He promiſed, howevet, 
to lay the admiral's letter before the King, and to let tix 
envoy know his Majeſty's reſolution. Such an inter. 
poſition could not but be very provoking to the Spanil 


miniſter, who had laid his account with the conqueſt 6 
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Sicily, and for that purpoſe prepared an armament which 


was altogether ſurpriſing, conſidering the late ſhattered 


condition of the Spaniſh affairs. But he ſeems to have 
put too much confidence in the ſtrength of the Spaniſh 
fleet. In a few days he ſent back the admiral's letter to 
Mr. Stanhope, with a note under it, importing, that the 
Chevalier Byng might execute the orders he had received 


from the King his maſter. 


VII. The admiral, in paſſing by Gibraltar, was 


joined by Vice-Admiral Cornwall, with two ſhips. He 


proceeded to Minorca, where he reheved the garriſon of 
Port-Mahon. Then he ſailed for Naples, where he arrived 
on the firſt day of Auguſt, and was received as a deliverer ; 
for the Neapolitans had been under the utmoſt terror of 
an invaſion from the Spaniards. Sir George Byng re- 


ceived intelligence from the viceroy, Count Daun, who 


treated him with the moſt diſtinguiſhing marks of reſpect, 
that the Spaniſh army, amounting to thirty thouſand men, 


commanded by the Marquis de Lede, had landed in Sicily, 


reduced Palermo and Meſſina, and were then employed in 
the ſiege of the citadel belonging to this laſt city; that 
the Piedmonteſe garriſon would be obliged to ſurrender, 
if not ſpeedily relieved : that an alliance was upon the 
carpet between the Emperor and the King of Sicily, which 
aſt had deſired the aſſiſtance of the Imperial troops, and 
agreed to receive them into the citadel of Meſſina. The 
admiral immediately reſolved to ſail thither, and took under 
his convoy a re-enforcement of two thouſand Germans for 
the citadel, under the command of General Wetzel, He 
lorthwith ſailed from Naples, and on the ninth day of 
Auguſt was in ſight of the Faro of Meſſina. He diſpatched 
lis own captain, with a polite meſſage to the Marquis de 
Lede, propoſing a ceſſation of arms in Sicily for two 


months, that the powers of Europe might have time to 


concert meaſures” for reſtoring a laſting peace; and de- 
Caring, that ſhould this propoſal be rejected, he would, in 


purſuance of his inſtruCtions, uſe all his force to prevent 


further attempts to diſturb the dominions his maſter had 
engaged 
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BOOK br 4 to defend. The Spaniſh general anſwered, that 


II. 


he had no powers to treat, conſequently could not agree 
to an armiſtice, but ſhould obey his orders, which directed 
him to reduce Sicily for his maſter the King of Spain. 
The Spaniſh fleet had failed from the harbour of Meſſina 
on the day before the Engliſh ſquadron appeared. Admiral 
Byng ſuppoſed they had retired to Malta, and directed 
his courſe towards Meſſina, in order to encourage and 
ſupport the garriſon in the citadel. But, in doubling 
the point of Faro, he deſcried two Spaniſh ſcouts, and 


learned from the people of a felucca from the Calabrian 
ſhore, that they had ſeen from the hills the Spaniſh fleet 


lying to in order of battle. The admiral immediately 
detached the German troops to Reggio, under convoy of 
two ſhips of war. Then he ſtood through the Faro after 
the Spaniſh ſcouts that led him to their main fleet, which 


before noon he deſcried in line of battle, amounting to 


ſeven-and-twenty fail large and ſmall, beſides two fire- 
ſhips, four bomb-veſſels, and ſeven gallies. They were 


commanded in chief by Don Antonio de Caſtanita, under 


whom were the four rear-admirals Chacon, Mari, Gue- 
vara, and Cammock. At fight of the Engliſh ſquadron, 
they ſtood away large, and Byng gave chace all the reſt of 
the day. In the morning, which was the eleventh of Au- 
guſt, Rear-Admiral de Mari, with fix ſhips of war, 
the gallies, fire-ſhips, and bomb-ketches, ſeparated from 
the main fleet, and ſtood in for the Sicilian ſhore. The 
Engliſh admiral detached Captain Walton with five ſhips 
in purſuit of them, and they were ſoon engaged. He 
himſelf continued to chaſe their main fleet; and about ten 
o'clock the battle began. The Spaniards ſeemed to be 
diſtracted in their councils, and acted in confuſion. They 
made a running fight; ; yet the admirals behaved with 
courage and activity, in ſpite of which they were all taken, 
except Cammock, who made his eſcape with three ſly! 
of war and three frigates. In this engagement, which 
happened off Cape Paſſaro, Captain Haddock, of tit 
Grafton, ſignaliſed his courage in an extraordinary mai. 
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ner. On the eighteenth the admiral received a letter from 
Captain Walton, dated off Syracuſe, intimating that he had 
taken four Spaniſh ſhips of war, together with a bomb- 
ketch, and a veſſel laden with arms: and that he had burn- 
ed four ſhips of the line, a fire-ſhip, and a bomb-veſſelF, 


Cammock, who was a native of Ireland, Sir George Byng 
would nor have obtained ſuch an eaſy victory. That officer 


Paradiſe, with their broadſides to the ſea; in which caſe 
the Engliſh admiral would have found it a very difficult taſk 
to attack them : for the coaſt 1s fo bold, that the largeſt 
ſhips could ride with a cable aſhore ; whereas farther out 
the currents are ſo various and rapid, that the Engliſh ſqua- 
dron could not have come to anchor, or lie near them in 


enforced from the army on ſhore, which would have raiſed 
batteries to annoy the aſſailants. Before King George had 
received an account of this engagement from the admiral, 
he wrote him a letter with his own hand, approving his 
conduct. When Sir George's eldeſt fon arrived in Eng- 
land, with a circumſtantial account of the action, he was 
graciouſly received, and ſent back with plenipotentiary 
powers to his father, that he might negociate with the ſe- 
veral princes and ſtates of Italy, as he ſhould ſee occaſion. 
The ſon likewiſe carried the King's royal grant to the offi- 
cers and ſeamen, of all the prizes they had taken from the 
Spaniards. Notwithſtanding this victory, the Spaniſh 
army carried on the ſiege of the citadel of Meſſini with 


| capitulation on the twenty-ninth day of September. A 
treaty was now concluded at Vienna between the Empe- 
ror 


1 This letter is 5 juftly deemed a curious clade of the laconick fiyle. 
«S1R, 


*WE have taken and deRtroyed all the Spaniſh Ships _ veſſels which 
vere upon the coaft ; the number as per margin, I am, &c. 
| „G. WALTON,” 


propoſed that they ſhould remain at anchor in the road of 
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Had the Spaniards followed the advice of Rear-Admiral 


order of battle: beſides, the Spaniards might have been re- 


ſuch vigour, that the governour ſurrendered the place by 
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ror and the Duke of Savoy. They agreed to form an ar. 
my for the conqueſt of Sardinia in behalf of the Duke; and 
in the mean time this prince engaged to evacuate Sicily; 
but until his troops could be conveyed from that iſland, 
he conſented that they ſhould co-operate with the Germans 
againſt the common enemy. Admiral Byng continued to 
aſſiſt the Imperialiſts in Sicily, during the belt part of the 
winter, by ſcouring the ſeas of the Spaniards, and keeping 
the communication open between the German forces and 
the Calabrian ſhore, from whence they were ſupplied with 
proviſions. He acted in this ſervice with equal conduct, 
reſolution, and activity. He conferred with the viceroy 
of Naples, and the other Imperial generals, about the opera- 
tions of the enſuing campaign, and Count Hamilton was 
diſpatched to Vienna, to lay before the Emperor the reſult 
of their deliberations: then the admiral ſet ſail for Mahon, 
where his ſhips might be refitted, and put in a condition 
to take the ſea in the ſpring. 

IX. The deſtruCtion of the Spaniſh fleet was a ſubject 
that employed the deliberations and conjectures of all the 
politicians in Europe. Spain exclaimed againſt the con- 
duct of England, as inconſiſtent with the rules of good 
faith, for the obſervation of which ſhe had always been 
ſo famous. The Marquis de Monteleone wrote a letter 
to Mr. Secretary Craggs, in which he expoſtulated with 
him upon ſuch an unprecedented outrage. Cardinal Al- 
beroni, in a letter to that miniſter, inveighed againſt it as 
a baſe, unworthy action. He ſaid the neutrality of Italy 
was a weak pretence, ſince every body knew that neu- 
trality had long been at an end; and that the princes gua. 
rantees of the treaty of Utrecht were entirely diſcharged 
from their engagements, not only by the ſcandalous in- 
fringements committed by the Auſtrians in the evacuation 
of Catalonia and Majorca; but alſo becauſe the guarantee 
was no longer binding than till a peace was concluded 
with France. He taxed the Britiſh miniſtry with having 


revived and ſupported this neutrality, not by an amicabe 
mediation, 
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mediation, but by open violence, and artfully abuſing the C H A P. 
confidence and ſecurity of the Spaniards. This was the 57 
language of diſappointed ambition. Nevertheleſs, it muſt 1518. 
be owned, that the conduct of England, on this occaſion, 
was irregular, partial, and precipitate. 

X. The parliament meeting on the devench day of 
November, the King, in his ſpeech, declared that the 
court of Spain had rejected all his amicable propoſals, and 
broke through their moſt ſolemn engagements for the 
ſecurity of the Britiſh commerce. To vindicate, there- 
fore, the faith of his former treaties, as well as to maintain 
thoſe he had lately made, and to protect and defend the 
trade of his ſubjects, which had in every branch been 
nolently and unjuſtly oppreſſed, it became neceſlary for his 
naval forces to check their progreſs: that, notwithſtanding 
the ſucceſs of his arms, that court had lately given orders 
at all the ports of Spain and of the Weſt-Indies, to fit 
out privateers againſt the Engliſh. He ſaid he was perſuad- 
ed that a Britiſh parliament would enable him to reſent 
ſuch treatment; and he aſſured them that his good brother, 
the Regent of France, was ready to concur with him in the 
moſt vigorous meaſures. A ſtrong oppoſition was made 
in both Houſes to the motion for an addreſs of thanks and 
congratulation propoſed by Lord Carteret. Several peers 
obſerved, that ſuch an addreſs was, in effect, to approve 
a ſea-fight which might be attended with dangerous con- 
ſequences, and to give the ſanction of that auguſt aſſembly 
to meaſures which, upon examination, might appear either 
© claſh with the law of nations, or former treaties, or to 
be prejudicial to the trade of Great-Britain: that they | 
ought to proceed with the utmoſt caution and matureſt | 
—eliberation, in an affair wherein the honour, as well as | 

lhe intereſt of the nation were ſo highly concerned. 

Lord Strafford moved for an addreſs, that Sir George 
byng's inſtructions might be laid before the Houſe. Earl | 
dtanhope replied, that there was no occaſion for ſuch an | 
palreſs, fince by his Majeſty's command he had already 

kad before the Houſe the tre: ties, of which the late ſea- 
fight 
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BOOK fight was a conſequence : particularly the treaty for a de- 


II. 


fenſive alliance between the Emperor and his Majeſty, con- 
cluded at Weſtminſter on the twenty- fifth day of May, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fixteen ; and 


the treaty of alliance for reſtoring and ſettling the publick 


peace, ſigned at London on the twenty-ſecond day of 
July. He affirmed that the court of Spain had violated 
the treaty of Utrecht, and aCted againſt the publick faith, 
in attacking the Emperor's dominions, while he was en- 
gaged in a war againſt the enemies of Chriſtendom: that 
they had rejected his Majeſty's friendly offices and offers 
for mediating an accommodation. He explained the 
cauſe of his own journey to Spain, and his negociations at 
Madrid. He added, it was high time to check the growth 
of the naval power of Spain, in order to protect and ſe- 
cure the trade of the Britiſh ſubjects, which had been vio- 
jently oppreſſed by the Spaniards. After a long debate, 
the motion was carried by a conſiderable majority. The 
ſame ſubject excited diſputes of the ſame nature in the 
Houſe of Commons, where Lord Hinchingbroke moved 


that, in their addreſs of thanks, they ſhould declare their 


entire ſatisfaction in thoſe meaſures which the King had 
already taken for ſtrengthening the proteſtant ſucceſſion, 
and eſtabliſhing a laſting tranquillity in Europe. The mem- 
bers in the oppoſition urged that it was unparliamentary 
and unprecedented, on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, to enter 
upon particulars : that the buſineſs in queſtion was of the 
higheſt importance, and deſerved the moſt mature delibe- 
ration; that, before they approved the meaſures which had 
been taken, they ought to examine the reaſons on which 
thoſe meaſures were founded. Mr. Robert Walpole af 
firmed, that the giving ſanction, in the manner propoſed, 


to the late meaſures, could have no other view than that 
of ſcreening miniſters, who were conſcious of having be- 


gun 2 war againſt Spain, and now wanted to make it the 
parliament's war. He obſerved that, inſtead of an entire 
ſatisfaction, they ought to expreſs their entire diſſatisfaction 
with ſuch conduct as was contrary to the law of arte 
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and a breach of the moſt ſolemn treaties. Mr. Secretary CHAP. 


Craggs, in a long ſpeech, explained the nature of the qua- 
druple alliance, and juſtified all the meaſures which had 
been taken. The addreſs, as moved by Lord Hinching- 
broke, was at length carried, and preſented to his Majeſty. 
Then the Commons proceeded to conſider the ſupply. 
They voted thirteen thouſand five hundred ſailors; and 
twelve thouſand four hundred thirty-five men for the 
land- ſervice. The whole eſtimate amounted to two mil- 
lions two hundred and fifty-ſeven thouſand five hundred 
eighty- one pounds, nineteen ſhillings. The money was 
raiſed by a land-tax, malt-tax, and lottery. 

{ XI. On the thirteenth day of December, Earl Stan- 
hope declared, in the Houſe of Lords, that, in order to 
unite the hearts of the well-affeCted to the preſent eſtab- 
iſhment, he had a bill to offer, under the title of “ An act 
« for ſtrengthening the proteſtant intereſt in theſe king- 
« doms.” [t was accordingly read, and appeared to be a 
bill repealing the acts againſt occaſional conformity, the 


in private meetings with the moſt eminent diſſenters. 
The Tory lords were aſtoniſhed at this motion, for which 
they were altogether unprepared. Nevertheleſs, they 
were ſtrenuous in their oppoſition. They alledged that 


the church of England, by plucking off her beſt feathers, 


men the civil and military employments of which they 
were then wholly poſſeſſed. Earl Cowper declared him- 
{elf againſt that part of the bill by which ſome clauſes of 
the teſt and corporation acts were repealed ; becauſe he 
looked upon thoſe acts as the main bulwark of our excel- 
ent conſtitution in church and ſtate, which ought to be 
nviolably preſerved. The Earl of Ilay oppoſed the hill, 
becauſe, in his opinion, it infringed the pacta conventa of 


church of England and of the church of Scotland were 
fixed 


growth of ſchiſm, and ſome clauſes in the corporation 
and teſt acts. This had been concerted by the miniſtry, 


the bill, inſtead of ſtrengthening, would certainly weaken 


inveſting her enemies with power, and ſharing with church- 
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fixed and ſettled ; and he was apprehenſive, if the articles mon 
of the Union were broke with reſpect to one church, it to af 
might afterwards be a precedent to break them with re. the | 
ſpect to the other. The Archbiſhop of Canterbury aid mem 
the aCts which by this bill would be repealed; were the the 1 
main bulwark and fupporters of the Engliſh church : he whic 
expreſſed all imaginable tenderneſs for well-meaning bly re 
conſcientious diflenters 3 but he could not forbear ſaying had 
ſome among that ſect made a wrong ule of the favour and of Sp 
indulgence ſhown to them at the Revolution, though they accou 
had the leaſt ſhare in that happy event : it was, therefore, in CO! 
thought neceſſary for the legiſlature to interpoſe, and put regul: 
a ſtop to the ſcandalous practice of occaſional conformity, dom. 
He added, that it would be needleſs to repeat the act againſt Wl regar: 
ſchiſm, ſince no advantage had been taken of it, to the as it 
prejudice of the difſenters. Dr. Hoadley, Biſhop of Ban- the le: 
gor, endeavoured to prove that the occaſional and ſchiſm WM have « 
acts were in effect perſecuting laws; and that by admit- ¶ provid 
ting the principle of ſelf-defence and ſelf- preſervation, in the q 
matters of religion, all the perſecutions maintained by the WM that hi 
heathens againſt the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, and cven WM to agg 
the popiſh Inquiſition, might be juſtified. With reſpect to ther i 
the power of which many clergymen appeared fo fond and the ge 
{o zealous, he owned the deſire of power and riches was obſervi 
natural to all men; but that he had learned both from would 
rcafon and from the goſpel, that this deſire muſt be kept mon fl 
within due bounds, and not entrench upon the rights and be the 
liberties of their fellow-creatures and countrymen. After gent of 
a long debate, the Houſe agreed to leave out ſome clauics i he wor 
concerning the teſt and corporation acts: then the bil pole ol 
was committed, and afterwards palled. In the Lower MF the En: 
Houſe it met with violent oppoſition, in ſpite of which t and his 
was carried by the majority. ing the 
9 XII. The King, on the ſeventeenth FRE of Decen-W vithſta 
ber, ſent a meſſage to the Commons, importing that all jority a 
his endeavours to procure redreſs for the injuries done u in the 
bis ſubjects by the King of Spain having proved ineflec- ¶ of war 


tual, he had found it neceſſary to declare war againſt that nities; 


monarch 


— 


| 


G Nn. 


to aſſure the King they would chearfully ſupport him in 
the proſecution of the war, Mr Shippen and ſome other 
members ſaid they did not ſee the neceſſity of involving 


which the merchants complained, as theſe might be amica- 


7 bly redreſſed. Mr. Stanhope aſſured the Houſe, that he 
7 had preſented five-and-twenty memorials to the miniſtr 

0 of Spain on that ſubject, without ſucceſs. Mr. Methuen 
V accounted for the dilatory proceeding of the Spaniſh court 
>, in commercial affairs, by explaining the great variety of 
it regulations in the ſeveral provinces and ports of that king- 


u. dom. It was ſuggeſted, that the miniſtry paid very little 
it WF regard to the trade and intereſt of the nation; inaſmuch 
ne as it appeared by the anſwer from a ſecretary of ſtate to 
Its the letter of the Marquis de Monteleone, that they would 
m have overlooked the violation of the treaties of commerce, 
't- provided Spain had accepted the conditions ſtipulated in 
in the quadruple alliance; for it was there expreſsly ſaid 
nc chat his Majeſty, the King of Great-Britain, did not ſeek 
cn to aggrandiſe himſelf by any new acquiſition, but was ra- 
ether inclined to ſacrifice ſomething of his own to procure 
nd WF the general quiet and tranquillity of Europe. A member 
as WF obſerved that nobody could tell how far that ſacrifice 


om WW would have extended; but certainly it was a very uncom- 


coi mon ſtretch of condeſcenſion. This facrifice was ſaid to 
and be the ceſſion of Gibraltar and Port- Mahon, which the Re- 
gent of France had offered to the King of Spain, provided 
he would accede to the quadruple alliance. Horatio Wal- 
pole obſerved, that the diſpoſition of Sicily in favour of 
the Emperor was an infraction of the treaty of Utrecht; 
and his brother exclaimed againſt the injuſtice of attack- 
ing the Spaniſh fleet before a declaration of war. Not- 
withſtanding all theſe arguments and objections, the ma- 
jority agreed to the addreſs ; and ſuch another was carried 
in the Upper Houſe without a diviſion, The declaration 
df war againſt Spain was publiſhed with the uſual ſolem- 
ties ; but this war was not a favourite of the people, and, 

therefore, 


the nation in a war on account of ſome grievances of 
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B * 8 K therefore, did not produce thoſe acclamations that were 
1 uſual on ſuch occaſions. | 
1718, $ XIII. Mean while Cardinal Alberoni employed all bi 


intrigues, power, and induſtry, for the gratification of his quitted 
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revenge. He cauſed new ſhips to be built, the ſea-pportz landed 
to be put in a poſture of defence, ſuccours to be ſent to WF? age 
Sicily, and the proper meaſures to be taken for the ſecurity [where | 
| of Sardinia. He, by means of the Prince de Cellamare, “ King 
. the Spaniſh ambaſſador at Paris, caballed with the mal. ped of 
1 contents of that kingdom, who were numerous and power- ix tho1 
by; ful. A ſcheme was actually formed for ſeiſing the Regent, nn 
'F and ſecuring the perſon of the King. The Duke of Or- Pie 8 
4 leans owed the firſt intimation of this plot to King lis Mo 
| George, who gave him to underſtand, that a conſpiracy raid 
was formed againſt his perſon and government. The Re. . 
gent immediately took meaſures for watching the conduct orces : 
of all ſuſpected perſons ; but the whole intrigue was dif- Sing J 
covered by accident. The Prince de Cellamare entruſted MW” th 
his diſpatches to the Abbe Portocarrero, and to a ſon of the n 
Marquis de Monteleone. Theſe emiſſaries ſet out fron N nl 
Paris in a poſt-chaiſe, and were overturned. The poſtillion A 7k 
overheard Portocarrero ſay he would not have loſt his a 5 
portmanteau for a hundred thouſand piſtoles. The mar, = * 
at his return to Paris, gave notice to the government of d 0 
what he had obſerved. The Spaniards being purſue, 5 
were overtaken and ſeiſed at Poitiers, with the portman. 7 
teau, in which the Regent found two letters that made Ly 
him acquainted with the particulars of the conſpiracy: Wd 
The Prince de Cellamare was immediately conducted to © 5 
the frontiers : the Duke of Maine, the Marquis de Pon-Qi. . 18 
padour, the Cardinal de Polignac, and many other perſons would : 
of diſtinction, were committed to different priſons. In 1 ” 
Regent declared war againſt Spain, on the twenty-nintiM: Wd 
day of December ; and an army of ſix-and- thirty thou fand 05 5 
men began its march towards that kingdom in Januar de 8 
under the command of the Duke of Berwick. 5 4 
$ XIV. Cardinal Aiberoni had likewiſe formed a ſchent ie die 


in ſavour of the Pretender. The Duke of Ormond 
| repairing 


GEO t. 


repairing to Madrid, held conferences with his eminence ; 


and meaſures were concerted for exciting another inſur- 


rection in Great-Britain. The Chevalier de St. George 


quitted Urbino by ſtealth ; and embarking at Nettuno, | 


landed at Cagliari in March. From thence he took his 
palſage to Roſes in Catalonia, and proceeded to Madrid, 
where he was received with great cordiality, and treated 


2s King of Great-Britain. An armament had been equip- 
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red of ten ſhips of war and tranſports, having on board 
ix thouſand regular troops, with arms for twelve thouſand 
men. The command of this fleet was beſtowed on the 


IDuke of Ormond, with the title of Captain-General of 


his Moſt Catholick Majeſty. He was provided with de- 
darations in the name of that king, importing that for 
many good reaſons he had ſent part of his land and ſea 
forces into England and Scotland, to act as auxiliaries to 
King James. His Britannick Majeſty, having received 
om the Regent of France timely notice of this intended 
invaſion, offered, by proclamation, rewards to thoſe that 
ſhould apprehend the Duke of Ormond, or any gentleman 
embarked in that expedition. Troops were ordered to 


thouſand men were demanded of the States-General : a 


eorge of twenty battalions for his ſervice. 


ouſes of parliament the repeated advices he had received 
ouching this projected deſcent, they promiſed to ſupport 
pim againſt all his enemies. They deſired he would aug- 
ent his forces by ſea and land; and aſſured him they 
yould make good the extraordinary expenſe. Two thou- 
and men were landed from Holland, and fix battalions 
 Imperialiſts from the Auſtrian Netherlands. The Duke 
It Ormond failed from Cadiz, and proceeded as far as 
ape Finiſterre, where his fleet was diſperſed and diſabled 
a violent ſtorm, which entirely defeated the purpoſed 


I with 


aſemble in the north, and in the weſt of England: two 


ſtrong ſquadron was equipped to oppoſe the Spaniſh arma- 
ent; and the Duke of Orleans made a proffer to King 


XV. His Majeſty having communicated to both 


wpedition, Two frigates, however, arrived in Scotland, 
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with the Earls Mariſchal and Seaforth, the Marquis of 
Tullibardine, ſome field-officers, three hundred Spaniards, 
and arms for two thouſand men. They were joined by 
a ſmall body of Highlanders, and poſſeſſed themſelves of 
Donan Caſtle. Againſt theſe adventurers General Wight. 
man marched with a body of regular troops from Inverneſs, 
They had taken poſſeſſion of the paſs of Glenſhiel; but, at 
the approach of the King's forces, retired to the paſs at 
Strachell, which they reſolved to defend. They were at- 
tacked and driven from one eminence to another till 
night, when the Highlanders diſperſed ; and next day the 
Spaniards ſurrendered themſelves priſoners of war. Ma. 
riſchal, Seaforth, and Tullibardine, with ſome officers, 
retired to one of the weſtern iſles, in order to wait for an 


opportunity of being conveyed to the continent. 


$ XVI. On the laſt day of February the Duke of So- 
merſet repreſented in the Houſe of Lords, that the num- 
ber of peers being very much increaſed, eſpecially fincc 
the union of the two kingdoms, it ſeemed abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to take effectual meaſures for preventing the in- 
conveniencies that might attend the creation of a great 
number of peers, to ſerve a preſent pupoſe: an expedient 
vhied had been actually taken in the late reign. He, there- 
fore, moved that a bill ſhould be brought in, to ſettle and 
limit the peerage, in ſuch a manner, that the number ot 
Engliſh peers ſhould not be enlarged beyond fix above the 
preſent number, which, upon failure of male iſſue, might be 
ſupplied by new creations : that, inſtead of the ſixteen clec- 
tive peers from Scotland, twenty-five ſhould be made here 
ditary on the part of that kingdom; and that this num 
ber, upon failure of heirs male, ſhould be ſupplied from 
the other members of the Scottiſh peerage. This bill wa 
intended as a reſtraint upon the Prince of Wales, wi 
happened to be at variance with the preſent miniltry 
The motion was ſupported by the Duke of Argyle, nos 
lord-ſteward of the houſehold, the Earls of Sunderland 
and Carliſle. It was oppoſed by the Earl of Oxford, who 


aid, that although he expected nothing from the 9 
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he would never give lus vote for lopping off ſo valuable a 
branch of the prerogative, which enabled the King to re- 
ward merit and virtuous actions. The debate was ad- 
journed to the ſecond day of March, when Earl Stanhope 
delivered a meſſage from the King, intimating, that as they 
had under conſideration the ſtate of the Britiſh peerage, 
he had ſo much at heart the ſettling it upon ſuch a foun- 
lation as might ſecure the freedom and conſtitution of 
parliaments in all futuxe ages, that he was willing his pre- 
zogative ſhould not ſtand in the way of ſo great and neceſ- 
ary a work. Another violent debate enſued between the 
| two factions. The queſtion here, as in almoſt every other 
| difpute, was not, Whether the meaſure propoſed was ad- 


n rantageous to the nation? but, Whether the Tory or the 

Whig intereſt ſhould predominate in parliament ? Earl 
o- Cowper affirmed that the part of the bill relating to the 
n- 


Scottiſh peerage was a manifeſt violation of the treaty of 
union, as well as a flagrant piece of injuſtice, as it would 
deprive perſons of their right, without being heard, and 
cat Wil ſerved that the Scottiſh peers excluded from the number 
ent Wi of the twenty-five would be in a worſe condition than 
ere: any other ſubjects in the kingdom; for they would be nei- 


and Wi ther electing nor elected, neither repreſenting nor repre- 


r 0: Wfented. Theſe objections were over-ruled : ſeveral reſo- 
the WW lutions were taken agreeably to the motion; and the 
judges were ordered to prepare and bring in the bill. 
This meaſure alarmed the generality of Scottiſh peers, as 
yell as many Engliſh commoners, who ſaw in the bill the 
wenues of dignity and title ſhut up againſt them; and 


elec- 
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zum- 
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Won the fundamental maxims of the conſtitution. Trea- 
Iles were writ and publiſhed on both fides of the queſtion ; 
pad a national clamour began to ariſe, when Earl Stan- 
hope obſerved, in the Houſe, that as the bill had raiſed 
age apprehenſions, he thought it adviſeable to pobpone 


unity. It was accordingly dropped, and the parliament 
Vor. II A a pirorogued 


without any pretenſe or forfeiture on their part. He ob- 
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they did not fail to exclaim againſt it, as an encroachment 


e further conſideration of it till a more proper oppor- 
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of Sweden; and to renew, as King of Great-Britain and 
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the lot 
wound 
for wa 


Engliſh 


caſion his Majeſty told both Houſes, that the Spaniſh King 
had acknowledged the Pretender. 
S XVII. The King having appointed lords uſtices to 


role the kingdom in his abſence, embarked in May for X 
Holland, from whence he proceeded to Hanover, where ess of 
he concluded a peace with Ulrica, the new Queen of Swe. Wl }:ttalio 
den. By this treaty Sweden yielded for ever to the royal il houfar 
and electoral houſe of Brunſwick the duchies of Bremen WM thc Far 


and Verden, with all their dependencies : King George 


arm * 
obliged himſelf to pay a million of rixdollars to the Queen 


Germat 
dertook 
ples, wh 
that the 


be firſt 
queſt o. 


Elector of Hanover, the alliances formerly ſubſiſting be- 
tween his predeceſſors and that kingdom. He likewiſe 
mediated a peace between Sweden and his former allies, 
the Danes, the Pruſſians, and the Poles. The Czar, how. 


ever, refuſed to give up his ſchemes of conqueſt. He ſent Watched 
| his fleet to the Scheuron or Batſes of Sweden, where his Admira 
troops landing, to the number of fifteen thouſand, com-WMMeſlina. 
mitted dreadful outrages; but Sir John Norris, who com-Wthe citad 
manded an Engliſh ſquadron in thoſe ſeas, having order bad eſca 
to ſupport the negociations, and oppoſe any hoſtilities that The Em 
might be committed, the Czar, dreading the fate of the [ngliſh : 
Spaniſh navy, thought proper to recall his fleet. In the intimatin 
Mediterranean, Admiral Byng acted with unwearied ef Mila 
gour in aſſiſting the Imperialiſts to finiſh the conqueſt Vado, ir 
Sicily. The court of Vienna had agreed to ſend a ſtro charged 
body of forces to finiſh the reduction of that iſland; adffflaring ! 
the command in this expedition was beſtowed upon the other f. 
Count de Merci, with whom Sir George Byng conferrefredit, he 
at Naples. This admiral ſupplied them with ammunitioncs diet 
and artillery from the Spaniſh prizes. He took the whπ ho was 
re-enforcement under his convoy, and ſaw them ately dive: 
landed in the bay of Patti, to the number of three thouut enjoy 
ſand five hundred horſe, and ten thouſand infantry. Count the { 
Merci thinking himſelf more than a match for the Spaniſſi e citade 


forces commanded by the Marquis de Lede, attacked hWnival, 3 


in a ſtrong camp at Franca-Villa; and was repulted 1 
tile 


6 R O R G R I. 


the loſs of five thouſand men, himſelf being dangerouſly C H A P. 


© wounded in the action. Here his army mult have periſhed 
for want of proviſion, had not they been ſupplied by the 
Engliſh navy. 125 . 
XVIII. Admiral Byng no ſooner learned the bad ſuc- 
ceſs of the attack at Franca-Villa, than he embarked two 
battalions from the garriſon of Melazzo, and about a 
thouſand recruits, whom he ſent under a convoy through 


amy. He afterwards aſſiſted at a council of war with the 
German generals, who, in conſequence of his advice, un- 
lertook the ſiege of Meſhna. Then he repaired to Na- 
ples, where he propoſed to Count Gallas, the new viceroy, 
that the troops deſtined for the conqueſt of Sardinia ſhould 
be firſt landed in Sicily, and co-operate towards the con- 
queſt of that iſland. The propoſal was immediately diſ- 
patched to the court of Vienna. In the mean time, the 
Admiral returned to Sicily, and aſſiſted in the fiege of 
Meſſina. The town ſurrendered : the garriſon retired into 
the citadel 3 and the remains of the Spaniſh navy, which 
had eſcaped at Paſſaro, were now deſtroyed in the Mole. 
The Emperor approved of the ſcheme propoſed by the 
[[ngliſh admiral, to whom he wrote a very gracious letter, 
ntimating that he had diſpatched orders to the Governor 
of Milan, to detach the troops deſigned for Sardinia to 
Vado, in order to be tranſported into Italy. The admiral 
charged himſelf with the performance of this ſervice. 
Having furniſhed the Imperial army before Meſſina with 
mother ſupply of cannon, powder, and ſhot, upon his own 
redit, he ſet ſail for Vado, where he ſurmounted number- 
ls difficulties, ſtarted by the jealouſy of Count Bonneval, 


ow diverted: to another expedition, in which he could 
"vt enjoy the chief command. At length, Admiral Byng 
au the forces embarked, and convoyed them to Meſſina, 
te citadel of which ſurrendered in a few days after their 
rival. By this time the Marquis de Lede had fortified a 
A a 2 ſtrong 


the Faro to Scheſo-bay, in order to re-enforce the Imperial 


bo was unwilling to ſee his troops, deſtined for Sardinia, 
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tanca. 


received advice from Madrid, that a general peace was 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
ſtrong poſt at Caſtro-Giovanne, i in the centre of the iſland; 
and cantoned his troops about Aderno, Palermo, and Ca 


The Imperialiſts could not pretend to attack him 
in this ſituation, nor could they remain in the neighbour. 


hood of Meſſina, on account of the ſcarcity of proviſions, 


They would, therefore, have been obliged to quit the ifland 


during the winter, had not the admiral undertaken to 


tranſport them by ſea ts Trapani, where they could extend 
themſelves in a plentiful country. He not only executed 
this enterpriſe ; but even ſupplied them with corn from 
Tunis,. as the harveſts of Sicily had been gathered into the 
Spaniſh magazines. It was the ſecond day of March 


before the laſt embarkation of the Imperial troops were 


landed at Trapani. 

XIX. The Marquis de Lede immediately retired with 
his army to Alcamo, from whence he ſent his mareſchal 
de camp to Count Merci and the Engliſh admiral, with 
overtures for evacuating Sicily. The propoſals were not 
diſagreeable to the Germans; but Sir George Byng de- 
clared that the Spaniards ſhould not quit the iſland while 
the war continued, as he foreſaw that theſe troops would 
be employed againſt France or England. He agrecd, 
however, with Count Merci, in propoſing, that if the 
Marquis would ſurrender Palermo, and retire into the 
middle part of the iſland, they would conſent to an ar- 
miſtice for ſix weeks, until the ſentiments of their different 
courts ſhould be known. The Marquis offered to ſurrender 
Palermo, in conſideration of a ſuſpenſion of arms for three 
months; but, while this negociation was depending, be 


concluded. Nevertheleſs, he broke off the treaty in obc- 
dience to a ſecret order for that purpoſe. The King ef 
Spain hoped to obtain the reſtitution of St. Sebaſtian's 
Fontarabia, and other places taken in the courſe of the wi, 
in exchange for the evacuation of Sicily. Hoſtilities were 
continued until the admiral received advice from the Earl of 


Stair at Paris, that the Spaniſh ambaſſador at the Hague 1 
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ſigned the quadruple alliance. By the ſame courier pack- C HA p. 


ets were delivered to the Count de Merci and the Marquis 
de Lede, which laſt gave the admiral and Imperial gene- 


ral to underſtand that he looked upon the peace as a thing 


concluded; and was ready to treat for a ceſſation of 
hoſtilities. They inſiſted upon his delivering up Palermo: 
on the other hand, he urged, that as their maſters were in 
treaty for ſettling the terms of evacuating Sicily and Sar- 


dinia, he did not think himſelf authoriſed to agree to a 


ceſſation, except on condition that each party ſhould 
remain on the ground they occupied, and expect further 
orders from their principals. After a fruitleſs interview 
between the three chiefs at the Caſſine de Roſſignola, the 
Imperial general reſolved to undertake the ſiege of Palermo: 
with this view he decamped from Alcamo on the eighteenth 
day of April, and followed the Marquis de Lede, who 
retreated before him, and took poſſeſſion of the advan- 
tageous poſts that commanded the paſſes into the plain of 
Palermo; but Count Merci, with indefatigable diligence, 
marched over the mountains, while the admiral coaſted 
along-ſhore, attending the motions of the army. The 
Spaniſh general perceiving the Germans advancing into 
the plain, retired under the cannon of Palermo, and 
fortiſied his camp with ſtrong entrenchments. On the 


ſecond day of May the Germans took one of the enemy's 


redoubts by ſurpriſe, and the Marquis de Lede ordered 
all his forces to be drawn out to retake this fortification : 


both armies were on the point of engaging when a courier 


arrived in a felucca, with a packet for the Marquis, con- 
taining full powers to treat and agree about the evacuation 
of the iſland, and the tranſportation of the army to Spain. 
He forthwith drew off his army; and ſent a trumpet to 
the general and admiral, with letters, informing them of 
the orders he had received. Commiſſioners were appoint- 
ed on each ide, the negociations begun, and the con- 
ventions ſigned in a very few days. 'The Germans were 


put in poſſeſſion of Palermo, and the Spaniſh army marched 


to 
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to Tauromini, from whence they were cranſported to Bat. 
celona. 

XX. The admiral continued in the Mediterranean 
until he had ſeen the iſlands of Sicily and Sardinia evacy- 
ated by the Spaniards, and the mutual ceſſions executed 
between the Emperor and the Duke of Savoy, in confe. 


quence of which, four battalions of Piedmonteſe troops 
were tranſported from Palermo to Sardinia, and took 


poſſeſſion of Cagliari in the name of their maſter. In a 


word, Admiral Byng bore ſuch a conſiderable ſhare in 


this war of Sicily, that the fate of the iſland depended 


Viſcount Torrington: 
lor; and afterwards made knight of the Bath, at the revival 


' finiſhed, and a great quantity of naval ſtores. 


wholly on his courage, vigilance, and conduct. When 


he waited on his Majeſty at Hanover, he met with 3 


very gracious reception. The King told him he had 
found out the ſecret of obliging his enemies as well as his 


friends; for the court of Spain had mentioned him in the 


molt honourable terms, with reſpect to his candid and 
friendly deportment, in providing tranſports and other 

neceſſaries for the embarkation of their troops, and in 
protecting them from oppreſſion. He was appointe 

treaſurer of the navy, and rear admiral of Great-Britain : 
in a little time the King ennobled him, by the title of 
he was declared a privy-counſel- 


of that order. During theſe occurrences in the Mediter- 
ranean, the Duke of Berwick advanced with the French 
army to the frontiers of Spain, where he took Fort-Paſſage 
and deſtroyed fix ſhips of war that were on the ſtocks: 


then he reduced FVontarabia and St. Sebaſtian's, together 
with Port Antonio in the bottom of the Bay of Biſcay. 
In this laft exploit the French were aſſiſted by a detach- 


ment of Engliſh ſeamen, who burned two large ſhips un; 
'The King 
of England, with a view to indemnify himſelf for the ex- 
penſe of the war, projected the conqueſt of Corunna in 
Biſcay, and of Peru in South-America. Four thouſand 
men, commanded by Lord Cobham, were embarked 3t 
the Iſle of Wight, and ſailed on the twenty-firſt day of 

| September, 
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September, under convoy of five ſhips of war, conducted 
by Admiral Mighels. Inſtead of making an attempt upon 
Corunna, they reduced Vigo with very little difficulty; 
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and Pont-a-Vedra ſubmitted without reſiſtance: here 


they found ſome braſs artillery, ſmall arms, and military 
ſtores, with which they returned to England. In the 
mean time Captain Johnſon, with two Engliſh ſhips of 
war, deſtroyed the ſame number of Spaniſh ſhips in the 
port of Ribadeo, to the eaſtward of Cape Ortegas; ſo that 


the naval power of Spain was totally ruined. The ex- 


pedition to the Weſt-Indies was prevented by the peace. 
Spain being oppreſſed on all fides, and utterly exhauſted, 
Philip ſaw the neceſfity of a ſpeedy pacification. He now 
perceived the madneſs of Alberoni's ambitious projects. 


That miniſter was perſonally diſagreeable to the Emperor, 
the King of England, and the Regent of France, who 


had declared they would hearken to no propoſals while he 
| ſhould continue in office: the Spamiſh monarch, there- 


fore, diveſted him of his employment ; and ordered him 


to quit the kingdom in three weeks. 'The Marquis de 
Beretti Landi, miniſter from the court of Madrid at the 


Hague, delivered a plan of pacification to the States: but 


it was rejected by the allies ; and Philip was obliged at laſt 
to accede to the quadruple alliance. 

XXI. On the fourteenth day of November "7 We 
George returned to England, and on the twenty-third 
opened the ſeſſion of parliament with a ſpeech, in which 


he told them, that all Europe as well as Great-Britain, 


was on the point of being delivered from the calamities of 
war, by the influence of Britiſh arms and councils. He 


exhorted the Commons to concert proper means for 


leſſening the debts of the nation; and concluded with a 


panegyrick upon his own government. It muſt be owned 


he had ated with equal vigour and deliberation in all the 
troubles he had encountered ſince his acceſhon to the throne. 
The addreſſes of both Houſes were as warm as he could 
defire. They in particular extolled him for having inter- 


poſed in behalf of the proteltants | of Hungary, Poland, 
and 
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and Germany, who had been oppreſſed by the practice; 
of the popiſh clergy, and preſented to him memorials, con- 
taining a detail of their grievances. 
proteſtant powers warmly interceded in their favour ; but 
the grievances were not redreſſed. The peerage-bill was 


now revived by the Duke of Buckingham; and, in ſpite 


traordinary vehemence. 


crown of Gteat Briedin, 


land to put Mr. Anneſley 


of all oppoſition, paſſed through the Hoofe of Lords. It 
had been projected by Earl Stanhope, and eagerly ſup- 
ported by the Earl of Sunderland; therefore, Mr. Robert 
Walpole attacked it in the Houſe of Commons with ex- 
Here too it was oppoſed by a 
conſiderable number of Whig members; and, after warm 
debates, rejected by a large majority. The next object 
that engroſſed the attention of the parliament was a bill 
for better ſecuring the dependency of Ireland upon the 
Maurice Anneſley had appealed 
to the Houſe of Peers in England, from a decree of the 


Honſe of Peers in Ireland, which was reverſed. Ibe 
Britiſh peers ordered the Barons of the Exchequer in Ire- 
in poſſeſſion of the lands he 
the decree in that kingdom. The Þaron: 


had loſt by 
obeyed this order; and the Iriſh Houſe of Peers paſſed a 
vote againſt them, as having acted in derogation to the 
King's prerogative in his high court of parliament in Ire- 


land, as allo of the rights and privileges of that kingdom, 


and of the parliament thereof: they, likewiſe, ordered them 


to be taken into cuſtody of the uſher of the black-rod 


they tranſmitted a long repreſentation to the King, de- 
monitrating their right to the final judicature of cauſes; 
and the Duke of Leeds, in the Upper Houſe, urged 
fifteen reaſons to ſupport the claim of the Iriſh peers. 
Notwithſtanding theſe arguments, the Houſe of Lords in 
England reſolved that the Barons of the Exchequer in 


Ireland had acted with courage, according to law, in ſup- 


port of his Majeſty's prerogative, and with fidelity to 
the crown of Great-Britain. They addreſſed the King to 


conſer on them ſome marks of his royal favour, as a re- 
Finally, 


they 


compenſe for the ill uſage they had undergone, 
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they prepared the bill, by which the Iriſh Houſe of Lords C H A P. 


was deprived of all right to paſs ſentence, affirm, or reverſe 
any judgment or decree, given or made in any court with- 
in that kingdom. In the Houſe of Commons it was op- 
poſed by Mr. Pitt, Mr. Hungerford, Lords Moleſworth 
and Tyrconnel: but was carried by the n and 
received the royal aſſent. 


XXII. The King's having recommended to the Com- 


mons the conſideration of proper means for leſſening the 
national debt was a prelude to the famous South-Sea act, 
which became productive of ſo much miſchief and infatu- 
ation. The ſcheme was projected by Sir John Blunt, 


who had been bred a ſcrivener, and was poſſeſſed of all the 


cunning, plauſibility, and boldneſs requiſite for ſuch an 
undertaking. He communicated his plan to Mr. Aiſlabie, 
the chancellor of the Exchequer, as well as to one of the 


ſecretaries of ſtate. He anſwered all their objections; 


and the project was adopted. They foreſaw their own 


private advantage in the execution of the deſign, which 
was imparted in the name of the South-Sea company, of 


which Blunt was a director, who influenced all their pro- 
ceedings. The pretence for the ſcheme was to diſcharge 
the national debt, by reducing all the funds into one. 


The Bank and South-Sea company outbid each other. 


The South-Sea company altered their original plan, and 
offered ſuch high terms to government, that the propoſals 
of the Bank were rejected; and a bill was ordered to be 
brought into the Houſe of Commons, formed on the plan 
preſented by the South-Sea company. While this affair 
was in agitation, the ſtock of that company roſe from one 
hundred and thirty to near four hundred, in conſequence 
of the conduct of the Commons, who had rejected a mo- 
tion for a clauſe in the bill, to fix what ſhare in the capi- 
tal ſtock of the company ſhould be veſted in thoſe pro- 
prietors of the annuities who might voluntarily ſubſcribe 3 
or how many years purchaſe in money they ſhould receive 


in ſubſcribing, at the choice of the proprietors. In the 
Houſe of Lords, the bill was oppoſed by Lord North and 


Grey, 
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E O 9 K Grey, Earl Cowper, the Dukes of Wharton, Bucking. 


bam, and other peers. 


1770. 


They affirmed it was calculated 
for enriching a few and impoveriſhing a great number: 


that it countenanced the fraudulent and pernicious prac- 


tice of ſtock- jobbing, which diverted the genius of the 
people from trade and induſtry: that it would give fo- 
reigners the opportunity to double and treble the vaſt 
ſums they had in the publick funds; and they would be 
tempted to releaſe and withdraw their capital and immenſe 
gains to other countries; ſo that Great-Britain would be 
drained of its gold and ſilver; that the artificial and pro- 
digious riſe of the South-Sea ſtock was a dangerous 
bait, which might decoy many unwary 1 tothe 


ruin, alluring them by a falſe proſpect of | rt 
with the fruits of their induſtry, to . 216.9 
riches : that the addition of above thirty lions capital 


would give ſuch power to the South-Sea company, 3 
might endanger the liberties of the nation; for by their 
extenſive intereſt they would be able to influence moſt, if 
not all the elections of the members; and conſequently 
over-rule the reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons. Earl 
Cowper urged that in all publick bargains the individual 
in the adminiſtration ought to take care, that they ſhall 
be more advantageous to the ſtate than to private perſons; 
but that a contrary method had been followed in the con- 
tract made with the South-Sea company 3 for, ſhould the 
{itocks be kept at the advanced price to which they had 
been raiſed by the oblique arts of ſtock-jobbing, either 
that company or its principal members would gain abore 
thirty millions, of which no more than one fourth part 
would be given towards the diſcharge of the national debts. 
He apprehended that the re-purchaſe of annuities would 
meet with inſuperable difhculties : and, in ſuch caſe, none 
but a few perſons who were in the ſecret, who had bought 
{tocks at a low rate, and afterwards ſold them at a high 
price would in the end be gainers by the project. The 
Earl of Sunderland anſwered their objections. He de- 


clared that thoſe who countenanced the ſcheme of the 
South: 
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gouth-Sca company, had nothing in view but the advan- C H A p. 
tage of the nation. He owned that the managers for tha 


company had undoubtedly a proſpect of private gain, 
either to themſelves or to their corporation; but, he ſaid, 
when the ſcheme was accepted, neither the one nor the 
other could foreſee that the ſtocks would have riſen to 
ſuch a height: that if they had continued as they were, 
the public would have had'the far greater ſhare of the ad- 
untage accruing from the ſcheme ; and ſhould they be 
kept up to the preſent high price, it was but reaſonable 
that the South-Sea company ſhould enjoy the profits pro- 
cured to it by the wiſe management and induſtry of the 
lirectors, which would enable it to make large dividends, 
and thereby accomplith the purpoſe of the ſcheme. The 
bill paſſed without amendment or diviſion; and, on the 
ſeventh day of April, received the royal aſſent. By this 
it the South-Sea company was authoriſed to take in, b 

purchaſe or ſubſcription, the irredeemable debts of the 
nation, ſtated at ſixteen millions five hundred forty-ſix 
thouſand four hundred eighty-two pounds, ſeven ſhillings, 


one penny farthing, at ſuch times as they ſhould find con- 


rement before the firſt day of March of the enſuing year, 


and without any compulſion on any of the proprietors, at 


ſuch rates and prices as ſhould be agreed upon between 
the company and the reſpective proprietors. They were 
likewiſe authoriſed to take in all the redeemable debts, 
mounting to the ſame ſum as that of the irredeemables, 


ether by purchaſe, by taking ſubſcriptions, or by paying 


off the creditors. For the liberty of taking in the na- 


tional debts, and increaſing their capital ſtock accordingly, 


the company conſented that their preſent, and to be in- 


creaſed annuity, ſhould be continued at five per cent. till 


Midſummer, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
twenty-ſeven ; from thence to be reduced to four per cent. 
and be redeemable by parliament. In conſideration of this 
and other advantages expreſſed in the act, the company 


declared themſelves willing to make ſuch payments into 


the receipt of the Exchequer as were ſpecified for the 
| | uſe 
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BOOK uſe of the publick, to be applied, to the diſcharge. of the 


1. publick debts incurred before Chriſtmas, in the year one eftablztt 
- thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixteen. The ſums they were Was em 
obliged to pay for the liberty of taking in the redeemable ſage tot 

_ debts, four years and a half's purchaſe for all the long A bill 
and ſhort annuities that ſhould be ſubſcribed, and one grant le 
year's purchaſe for ſuch long annuities as ſhould not be ſoon ob 
ſubſcribed, amounted on the execution of the act to about of Jun 
ſeven millions. For enabling the company to raiſe thi: of inter 
ſum, they were empowered to make calls for money from ture, tt 
their members; to open books of ſubſcription; to grant profliga 
annuities redeemable by the company; to borrow money Ibis of 
upon any contract or bill under their common ſeal, or on nan. 
the credit of their capital ſtock; to convert the money de. entertai 
manded of their members into additional ſtock, without, as admi 
however, making any addition to the company's annuities, a detail 
payable out of the publick duties. It was enacted, That of taſtel 
_ out of the firſt monies ariſing from the ſums paid by the $ X 
company into the Exchequer, ſuch publick debts, carrying fenſive 
intereſt at hve per cent. incurred before the twenty-ſifth George 
day of December, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred engagec 
and ſixteen, founded upon any former act of parliament, Czar of 
as were now redeemable, or might be redeemed before the ſonable 
twenty- fifth day of December, in the year one thouſand inſolent 
ſeven hundred and twenty-two, ſhould be diſcharged in failed in 
the firſt place: that then all the remainder ſhould be ap- King of 
plied towards paying off ſo much of the capital ſtock of the a long 1 
the company as ſhould then carry an intereſt at five pe: the Bri 
cent. It was hkewiſe provided, that after Midſummer, in tions ſe 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty-ſeven, the continu 
company ſhould not be paid off in any ſums being leſs than a Peace 
one million at a time. of King 
XXIII. The heads of the Royal-Aſſurance and Lon- peace w 
don-Aſſurance companies, underſtanding that the civil- King of 
liſt was conſiderably in arrears, offered to the miniſtry Stetin, 
fix hundred thouſand pounds towards the diſcharge with the 
of that debt, on condition of their obtaining the he enga 
King's charter, with a parliamentary ſanction by the deavour 
eſtabliſhment on cond 
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elabliſkment of their reſpective companies. The propoſal c H a p. 


was embraced; and the King communicated it in a meſ- 
ſage to the Houſe of Commons, deſiring their concurrence. 
A bill was immediately paſfed, enabling his Majeſty to 
grant letters of incorporation to the two companies. It 
ſoon obtained the royal afſent ; and, on the eleventh day 
of June, an end was put to the ſeſſion. This was the age 
of intereſted projects, inſpired by a venal ſpirit of adven- 
ture, the natural conſequence of that avarice, fraud, and 
profligacy, which the monied corporations had introduced. 
This of all others is the moſt unfavourable æra for an hiſto- 
nan. A reader of ſentiment and imagination cannot be 
entertained or intereſted by a dry detail of ſuch tranſactions 
as admit of no warmth, no colouring, no embelliſhment—- 
a detail which ſerves only to exhibit an inanimate picture 
of taſteleſs vice and mean degeneracy. 
$ XXIV. By this time an alliance offenſive and de- 
ſenſive was concluded at Stockholm between King 
George and the Queen of Sweden, by which his Majeſty 
engaged to ſend a fleet into the Baltick, to act againſt the 
Czar of Muſcovy, in caſe that monarch ſhould reject rea- 
ſonable propoſals of peace. Peter loudly complained of the 
inſolent interpoſition of King George, alledging that he had 
failed in his engagements, both as Elector of Hanover and 
King of Great-Britain. His reſident at London preſented 
a long memorial on this ſubject, which was anſwered by 


the Britiſh and Hanoverian miniſtry. Theſe recrimina- 


tions ſerved only to inflame the difference. The Czar 
continued to proſecute the war; and at length concluded 
a peace without a mediator. At the inſtances, however, 


of King George, and the Regent of France, a treaty of 


peace was ſigned between the Queen of Sweden and the 
King of Pruſſia, to whom that princeſs ceded the city of 
Stetin, the diſtrict between the rivers Oder and Pehnne, 
with the iſles of Wollin and Uſedom. On the other hand, 


he engaged to join the King of Great-Britain in his en- 


deavours to effect a peace between Sweden and Denmark, 
on condition that the Daniſh 58 ſhould reſtore to Queen 
Ulrica 


— 
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likewiſe promiſed to pay to that queen two millions of rix. 
dollars, in conſideration of the ceſſions ſhe had made. The 


treaty between Sweden and Denmark was fi gned at Frede- 


rickſtadt in the month of June, through the mediation of 
the King of Great-Britain, who became guarantee for the 
Dane's keeping poſſeſſion of Sleſwick. He conſented, how- 


ever, to reſtore the Upper Pomerania, the ifle of Rugen, 


the city of Wiſmar, and whatever he had taken from Swe- 
den during the war, in conſideration of Sweden's renouncing 
the exemption from toll in the Sound, and the two belts; 
and paying to Denmark {ix hundred thouſand rixdol- 
lars. 

XXV. Sir John Norris had again failed to the Baltic 


with a ſtrong ſquadron, to give weight to the King's me- 
diation. 


When he arrived at Copenhagen he wrote a 
letter to Prince Dolgorouki, the Czar's ambaſſador at the 
court of Denmark, ſignifying that he and the King's envoy 
at Stockholm were veſted with full powers to act jointly 
or ſeparately in quality of plenipotentiaries, in order to 
effect a peace between Sweden and Muſcovy, in the way 
of mediation. 'The Prince anſwered that the Czar had 
nothing more at heart than peace and tranquillity ; and, 
in caſe his Britannick Majeſty had any propoſals to make 


to that prince, he hoped the Admiral would excuſe him 


from receiving them, as they might be delivered in 2 
much more compendious way. The Engliſh fleet im- 
mediately joined that of Sweden as auxiliaries ; but they 
had no opportunity of acting againſt the Ruſſian ſquadron, 
which ſecured itſelf in Revei. Ulrica, Queen-of Sweden, 
and ſiſter to Charles XII. had married the Prince of Heſſe, 
and was extremely defirous that he ſhould be joined with 


her in the adminiſtration of the regal power. She wrote 


a ſeparate letter to each of the four ſtates, deſiring they 


would confer on him the ſovereignty ; and, after ſome op- 


poſition from the nobles, he was actually elected King of 


Sweden. He ſent one of his general officers to notify his 
elevation to the Czar, who congratulated him upon hi 
acceſſion 
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acceſſion to the throne: this was the beginning of a nego- C H A p. Wil 
ciation which ended in peace, and eſtabliſhed the tranquil- 1 ä Ws | 
lity of the North. In the midſt of theſe tranſactions King 7 FM 
George ſet out from England for his Hanoverian dominions; 
but, before he departed from Great-Britain he was recon- 
ciled to the Prince of Wales, through the endeavours of 
the Duke of Devonſhire and Mr. Walpole, who, with Earl 
Cowper, Lord Townſhend, Mr. Methuen, and Mr. Pul- Fl 
teney, were received into favour, and re-united with the 4 
miniſtry. The Earls of Dorſet and Bridgewater were pro- | 
moted to the title of dukes : Lord Viſcount Caſtleton was 
made an earl; Hugh Boſcawen was created a baron, and 
Viſcount Falmouth; and John ene Baron and Viſcount 
Lymington. 
XVI. While the King was involved at Hanover in 
2 labyrinth of negociations, the South-Sea ſcheme pro- 
duced a kind of national delirium in his Engliſh domini- 
ons. Blunt, the projector, had taken the hint of his plan 
from the famous Miſſiſſippi ſcheme formed by Law, which 4 
in the preceding year had raiſed ſuch a ferment in France, | 
and entailed ruin upon many thouſand families of that Wa 
kingdom. In the {ſcheme of Law, there was ſomething Y 
ſubſtantial. An excluſive trade to Louiſiana promiſed 
ſome advantage ; though the deſign was defeated by the 
frantick eagerneſs of the people. Law himſelf became 
the dupe of the Regent, who transferred the burthen of N 
hiſteen hundred millions of the King's debts to the ſhoul- 
ders of the ſubjects; while the projector was ſacrificed as 
the ſcape-goat of political iniquity. The South-Sea 
ſcheme promiſed no commercial advantage of any con- bp: 
ſequence. It was buoyed up by nothing but the folly and ' | 
rapaciouſneſs of individuals, which became ſo blind and | 
extravagant, that Blunt, with moderate talents, was able | 
to impoſe upon the whole nation, and make tools of the 4. 
| ther directors, to ſerve his own purpoſes, and thoſe of 2 | 
few aſſociates. When this projector found that the | 
South - Sea ſtock did not rife according to his expeQation | 
upon the bills being paſſed, he circulated a report, that 7 
Gibraltar 1 
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BOOK Gibraltar and Port-Mahon would be exchanged for ſome 


IT. 


I 720. 


places in Peru; by which means the Engliſh trade to the 


South-Sea would be protected and enlarged. This ru- 


mour, diffuſed by his emiſſaries, acted like a contagion, 
In five days the directors opened their books for a ſubſcrip. 
tion of one million, at the rate of three hundred pounds 
for every hundred pounds capital. Perſons of all ranks 
crouded to the houſe in ſuch a manner, that the firſt ſub- 
ſcription exceeded two millions of original ſtock. In a 
few days this ſtock advanced to three hundred and forty 
pounds; and the ſubſcriptions were ſold for double the 
price of the firſt payment. Without entering into a detail 
of the proceedings, or explaining the ſcandalous arts that 


were practiſed to enhance the value of the ſtock, and 


decoy the unwary, we ſhall only obſerve, that by the 
promiſe of prodigious dividends, and other infamous arts, 
the ſtock was raiſed to one thouſand 3 and the whole 
nation infected with the ſpirit of ſtock-jobbing to an 
aſtoniſhing degree. All diſtinctions of party, religion, 


ſex, character, and circumſtance, were ſwallowed up in this 


univerſal concern, or in ſome ſuch pecuniary project. 
Exchange alley was filled with a ſtrange concourſe of 
ſtateſmen, and clergymen, churchmen and diſſenters, 


Whigs and Tories, phyſicians, lawyers, tradeſmen, and 


even with multitudes of females. All other profeſſions 
and employments were utterly neglected ; and the peoples 
attention wholly engroſſed by this and other chimerical 
ſchemes, which were known by the denomination of 
bubbles. New companies ftarted up every day, under 
the countenance of the prime nobility. The Prince of 
Wales was conſtituted governor of the Welch copper com- 
pany : the Duke of Chandos appeared at the head of the 
York-buildings company: the Duke of Bridgewater form- 
ed a third, for building houſes in London and Weſtmun- 


ſter. About a hundred ſuch ſchemes were projected and 


put in execution, to the ruin of many thouſands. The 
ſums propoſed to be raiſed by theſe expedients amounted 


to three hundred millions ſterling, which exceeded as 
| | value 
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value of all the lands in Evgland. ' The nation was ſo in- 
toxicated with the ſpirit of adventure, that people became 
a prey to the groſſeſt deluſion. An obſcure projector, pre- 


ſcription, in which he-promiſed, that in one month tlie par- 
ticulars of his project“ ſnould be diſcloſed. In the mean 
time, he declared that every perſon paying two guineas 


which would produce that ſum yearly. In one forenoon 
this adventurer received a thouſand of theſe ſubſeriptions; 


before his departure, had iſſued a proclamation againſt theſe 
unlawful projects : : the lords- juſtices alter Cards diſmiſſed 


all the. petitions that had been prefented for charters and 


patents; and the Prince of Wales renounced the company 
of whieh he had been elected governor. The South-Sea 


ſcheme raiſed ſuch a flood of eager avidity and extravagant : 


hope, that the majority of the directors were ſwept along 


tending to have formed a very advantageous ſcheme, which, 
however, he did not explain, publiſhed propoſals for a ſub- 


and inthe evening ſet-out for anether kingdom. The King, 
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ſhould be entitled to a ſubſcription for one hundred pounds, : 


with it, even contrary to theit own ſenſe and inclina- 


tion; but, Blunt and bis accomplices ſtill directed the 
ſtream. 1 

XXVII. The infatuation 25 alle till he cohth 
day of September, when the ſtock began to fall. Then 
lid ſome of the adventurers awake from their delirium: 
The number of the ſellers daily increaſed. On the 
twenty-ninth day of the month, the ſtock had ſunk to one 
hundred and fifty: ſeveral eminent goldſmiths and bankers, 
who had lent great ſums upon it, were obliged to ſtop 
payment, and abſcond. The ebb of this portentous tide 
was fo violent, that it bore down every thing in its way; 
and an infinite number of families was overiphahned with 
ruin. Publick credit ſuſtained a terrible ſhock : the nation 
was thrown into a dangerous ferment; and nothing was 
heard but the ravings of grief, diſappointment, and deſpair. 
dome principal members of the miniſtry were deeply con- 
cerned in theſe fraudulent tranſactions: when they ſaw the 
price of ſtock ſinking daily, they employed all their 
Vo“. II. B b influence 
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BO OK influence with the Bank to ſupport the credit of the South. 
* Sea company. That co tion d, though with re 
3 rporation agreed, though with re- 
1720. luctance, to ſubſcribe into the ſtock of the South-Sea com- 
pany, valued at four hundred per cent. three millions five 

hundred thouſand pounds, which the company was to repay 

to the Bank on Lady - day and Michaelmas of the enſuing year. 

This tranſaction was managed by Mr. Robert Walpole, 

who, with his own hand, wrote the minute of agreement, 

- afterwards known by the name of the Bank contract. 

Books were opened at the Bank, to take in a ſubſcription for 

the ſupport of public credit; and conſiderable ſums of money 

were brought in. By this expedient the ſtock was raiſed 

at firſt, and thoſe who contrived it ſeiſed the opportunity 

to realize. But the bankruptcy of goldſmiths and the 


 ſword-blade company, from the fall of South-Sea flock, | 


occaſioned ſuch a run upon the Bank, that the money was 


paid away faſter than it could be received from the ſub- | 


' feription. Then the South-Sea ſtock ſunk again; and the 

directors of the Bank, finding themſelves in danger of be- 
ing involved in that company's ruin, renounced the agree- 
ment, which, indeed, they were under no obligation to 


perform, for it was drawn up in ſuch a manner, as to be 


no more than the rough draft of a ſubſequent agreement, | 


- without due form, penalty, or clauſe of obligation. All 
expedients having failed, and the clamours of the people 
daily increaſing, expreſſes were diſpatched to Hanover, re- 
preſenting the ſtate of the nation, and preſſing the King 
to return. He accordingly ſhortened his intended ſtay in 
Germany, and arrived in England on the eleventh day of 
November. „ 

$ XXVIII. The parliament being aſſembled on thc 
eighth day of December, his Majeſty expreſſed his col. 
cern for the unhappy turn of affairs, which had ſo deeply 
affected the publick credit at home: he earneſtly deſired 
the Commons to conſider of the moſt effectual and ſpeedy 
methods to reſtore the national credit, and fix it upon 2 
laſting eſtabliſhment. The Lower Houſe was too much 


intereſted in the calamity, to poſtpone the conſideration of 
3 | that 


warm 
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diſtinctions, and vie with each other in promoting an en- 
quiry, by which juſtice might be done to the injured 
nation. They ordered the directors to produce an account 


ſelect committe might be appointed, to examine the par- 
ticulars of this tranſaction. Mr. Walpole, now pay- 
maſter of the forces, obſerved, that ſuch a method would 
protradt the enquiry, while the public credit lay in a bleed- 
ing condition. He told the Houſe he had formed a 
ſcheme for reftoring public credit; but, before he would 
communicate this plan, deſired to know whether the ſub- 
ſeriptions of publick debts and incumbrances, money- 
ſubſcriptions, and other contracts made with the South- 
Sea company, ſhould remain in the preſent ſtate. After a 
warm debate, the queſtion was carried in the affirmative, 
with this addition, © Unteſs altered for the eaſe and re- 
lief of the proprietors, by a general court of the South- 
« Sea Company, or ſet aſide in due courſe of law.” Next 
day Walpole produced his ſcheme to engraft nine millions 
of South-Sea ſtock into the Bank of England, and the 
like fam into the Eaſt-India company, on certain con- 
ditions. The Houfe voted, that propoſals ſhould be re- 
ceived from the Bank, and thoſe two companies, on this 


ſubject. Theſe being delivered, the Commons reſolved, 


that an engroſſment of nine millions of the capital ſtock 
of the South-Sea company, into the capital ſtock of the 


panies, would contribute very much to the reftoring pub- 
| he credit. A bill upon this refolution was brought in, 
paſſed through both Houſes, and received the royal-affent. 
Another bill was enacted into a law, for reſtraining the 
lub-povernor, deputy-governor, directors, treaſurer, un- 
der- treaſurer, caſhier, ſecretary, and accountants, of the 
South-Sea company, from quitting the kingdom, till 
the end of the next ſeſſion of parliament; and for diſ- 
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of all their proceedings. Sir Joſeph Jekyll moved, that a 


Bank and Eaſt-India company, as propoſed by theſe com- 


covering their eſtates and effects, ſo as to prevent them 
from being tranſported or alienated. A committee of 
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B * ſecreſy was choſen by ballot, to examine all the books, pa- 
Ly Pers, and proceedings, relating to the execution of the South. 
1720. Sea act. * | ene | £0 


 $ XXIX. The Lords were not leſs eager than the 


Commons to proſecute this enquiry, though divers 
members in both Houſes were deeply involved in the guilt 
and infamy of the tranſaction. Earl Stanhope ſaid the 
eſtates of the criminals, whether directors or not directors, 
ought to be confiſcated, - to repair the publick loſſes. He 
was ſeconded by Lord Carteret,” and even by the Earl of 


Sunderland. The Duke of Wharton declared he would 


give up the beſt friend he had, ſhould he be found guilty, 
He obſerved, that the nation had been plundered in a moſt 


flagrant and notorious manner; therefore, they ought to 


find out and puniſh the offenders ſeverely, without reſpect 
of perſons. The ſub and deputy governors, the directors 
and officers of the South-Sea company, were examined at 
the bar of the Houſe. : Then a bill was brought. in, diſ- 
abling them to enjoy any office in that company, or in the 


Eaſt-India company, or in the Bank of England. Three 


brokers were likewiſe examined, and made great diſcove- 
_ ries. . Knight, the treaſurer of the South-Sea company, 


who had been entruſted with the fecrets of the whole 


affair, thought proper to withdraw himſelf from the king- 
dom. A proclamation was iſſued to apprehend him; and 
another for preventing any of the directors from eſcaping 
out of the kingdom. At this period, the ſecret committee 
informed the Houſe of Commons, that they had already 
diſcovered a train of the deepeſt villainy and fraud that hel 
ever. contrived to ruin a nation, which in due time they 
would lay before the Houſe: in the mean while, they 
thought it highly neceſſary to ſecure the perſons of ſome 
of the directors and principal officers of the South-5ea 
company, as well as to ſeiſe their papers. An order was 
made to ſecure the books and papers of Knight, Surman, 
and Turner. The perſons. of Sir George Caſwel, Sir 
John Blunt, Sir John Lambert, Sir John Fellows, and 
Mr. Grigſby, were taken into cuſtody. Sir Theodore 
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Janſen, Mr. Sawbridge, Sir Robert Chaplain, and Mr. 
Eyles, were expelled the Houſe, and apprehended. Mr. 
Aiſlabie reſigned his employments of chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer and lord of the Treaſury; and orders were given 


to remove all directors of the South-Sea company from the 


places they poſſeſſed under the government. | 
XXX. The Lords, in the courſe of their examination, 
diſcovered that large portions of South-Sea ſtock had 
been given to ſeveral perſons in the adminiſtration and 
Houſe of Commons, for promoting the paſſage of the 
South-Sea act. The Houſe immediately reſolved, that 


this practice was a notorious and moſt dangerous ſpecies 


of corruption : that the directors of the South. Sea com- 
pany having ordered great quantities of their ſtock to be 


bought for the ſervice of the company, when it was at a 


very high price, and on pretence of keeping up the price 
of ſtock; and at the ſame time ſeveral of the directors, 
and other officers belonging to the company, having, in a 
clandeſtine manner, ſold their own ſtock to the company, 


ſuch directors and officers were guilty of a notorious fraud 


and breach of truſt, and their ſo doing was one great cauſe 
of the unhappy turn of affairs, that had ſo much affected 
public credit. Many other reſolutions were taken againſt 
that infamous confederacy, in which, however, the inno- 


cent were confounded with the guilty. Sir John Blunt 


refuſing to anſwer certain interrogations, a. violent debate 
aroſe about the manner in which he {ſhould be treated. 


The Duke of Wharton obſerved, that the government of 
the beſt princes was ſometimes rendered 9 to their 


ſubjects by bad miniſters; he mentioned the example of 
Sejanus, who had made a diviſion in the Imperial family, 
and rendered the reign of Claudius hateful to the Romans. 


Earl Stanhope conceiving this reſlection was aimed at him, 


was ſeiſed with a tranſport of anger. He undertook to 
vindicate the miniſtry ; and ſpoke with ſuch vehemence 
as produced a violeut head-ach, which obliged him to re- 


tire. He underwent proper evacuations, and ſeemed to 
recover: but next day, in the eving, became lethargick, 


and 
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de days by the other ſecretary, Mr. Craggs, who died of 
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and being ſeifed with a fuffocation, inſtantly expired. The 
King deeply regretted the death of this favourite miniſter, 
which was the more unfortunate, as it happened at ſuch a 
critical conjuncture; and he appointed Lord Townſhend to 
fill his place of ſecretary. Earl Stanhope was ſurvived but a 


the ſmall- pox on the ſixteenth day of February. Knight, 
the caſhier of the South-Sea company, being feiſed at 
Tirlemont, by the vigitance of Mr. Gandot, ſecretary to 
Mr. Leathes, the Britiſh reſident at Bruſſels, was confined 
in the citadel of Antwerp. Application was made to the 
court of Vienna, that he ſhould be delivered up to ſuch 
perſons as might be appointed to receive him : but he had 
found means to intereſt the States of Brabant in his behalf. 
They infiſted upon their privilege granted by charter, that 
no perſon apprehended for any crime in Brabant ſhould be 
tried in any other country. The Houſe of Commons ex- 


preſſed their indignation at this frivolous pretence : in- 


ſtances were renewed to the Emperor; and in the mean 
time Knight eſcaped from the citadel of Antwerp. 
C XXXE. The committee of ſecreſy found, that, before 
any ſubſcription could be made, a ſictitious ſtock of five 
hundred and ſeventy-four thouſand pounds had been diſ- 


poſed of by the directors, to facilitate the paſſing the 


bill. Great part of this was diſtributed among the Ear! 
of Sunderland, Mr. Craggs ſenior, the Ducheſs of Kendal, 
the Counteſs of Platen and her two nieces, Mr. Secretary 
Craggs, and Mr. Aiflabie, chancellor of the Exchequer. 
In conſequence. of the committee's report, the Houſe came 
to ſeveral ſevere though juſt reſolytions againſt the di- 
rectoxs and officers of the South-Sea company; and a bill 
was prepared for the relief of the unhappy ſufferers. Mr. 
Stanhope, one of; the ſecretaries of the Treaſury, charged 


in the report with having large quantities of ſtock and 


ſubſcriptions, defired that he might have an opportunity 
to clear himſelf. His requeſt was granted; and the affair 
being diſcuſſed, he was cleared by a. majority of three 


voices 


voice 
by K 
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2 vic 
miniſ 
clarec 
opini. 
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voices. Fifty thouſand pounds in ſtock had been taken 
by Knight for the uſe of the Earl of Sunderland. Great, 
part of the Houſe entered eagerly into this enquiry ; and 
2 violent diſpute enſued. The whole ſtrength of the 
miniſtry was muſtered in his defence. The majority de- 
clared him innocent : the nation in general was of another 
opinion. He reſigned his place of firſt commiſſioner in 
the Treaſury, which was beſtowed upon Mr. Robert Wal- 
pole; but he {till retained the confidence of his maſter. 
With reſpeCt to Mr. Aiſlabie, the evidence appeared ſo 
ſtrong againſt him, that the Commons reſolved, he had 


promoted the deſtructive execution of the South-Sea 


ſcheme, with a view to his own exorbitant profit, and com- 
bined with the directors in their pernicious practices, to 


the ruin of publick credit. He was expelled the Houſe, 


and committed to the Tower. Mr. Craggs ſenior died of 
the lethargy, before he underwent the cenſure of the Houſe. 
Nevertheleſs, they reſolved that he was a notorious accom- 
plice with Robert Knight, and ſome of the directors, in 
carrying on their ſcandalous practices; and, therefore, that 
all the eſtate of which he was poſſeſſed, from the firſt day 
of December, in the preceding year, ſhould be applied to- 
wards the relief of the unhappy ſufferers in the South-Sea 
company. The directors, in obedience to the order of 
the Houſe, delivered inventories of their eſtates, which 
were confiſcated by act of parliament, towards making 

good the damages ſuſtained by the company, after a cer- 
tain allowance was deducted for each, according to his 
conduct and circumſtances. _ 

XXXII. The delinquents being thus puniſhed 6 the 
forfeiture of their fortunes, the Houſe converted their at- 


tention to means for repairing the miſchiefs which the 


ſcheme had: produced. 'This was a very difficult taſk, on 


account of the contending intereſts of thoſe engaged in = 


South-Sea company, which rendered it impoſſible to relieve 
fome but at the expenſe of others. Several wholeſome 
reſolutions were taken, and preſented with an addreſs to 


the- King, explaining the motives of their proceedings. . 


On 
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director 
the ſame 
to the h 


On the twenty-ninth day of July, the parliament was 
1 for two days only. Then his Majeſty going 
to the Houſe of Peers, declared that he had called them 
together again ſy ſuddenly, that they might reſume the wiſe anc 
conſideration of the ſtate of  publick credit. The Com- Sea com 
m is immediately prepared a bill upon the reſolutions ments v 
they had taken. The whole capital ſtock, at the end of bded; a 
8 the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty, amount- e 
ed to about thirty-ſeven millions eight hundred thouſand 
1 pounds. The ſtock allotted to all the proprietors did not 
q exceed twenty-four milhons five hundred thouſand pounds: 
1 the remaining capital ſtock belonged to the company in ä 
0 their corporate capacity. It was the profit ariſing from 
] the execution of the South-Sea ſcheme; and out of this 
; | the bill enacted, that ſeven millions ſhould be paid to the 
| publick. The preſent act likewiſe directed ſeveral addi- 
tions to be made to the ſtock of the proprietors, out of 
that poſſeſſed by the company in their own right : it made 
4 particular diſtribution of ſtock, amounting to two mil- Ru 
lions two hundred thouſand pounds; and, upon remitting | 
five millions of the ſeven to be paid to the publick, an- 
nihilated two millions of their capital. It was enacted, 
that after theſe diſtributions, the remaining capital ſtock 
{hould be divided among all the proprietors. This divi- 
dend amounted to thirty-three pounds fix ſhillings and 
eight pence per cent. and deprived the company of eight 
millions nine hundred thouſand pounds. They had lent 
about eleven millions on ſtock unredeemed; of which the 
parliament diſcharged all the debtors, upon their paying 
ten per cent. Upon this article the company's loſs ex- 
ceeded ſix millions nine hundred thouſand pounds; for 
many debtors refufed to make any payment. The pro- 
prietors of the ſtock loudly complained of their being de- 
prived of two millions; and the parliament, in the ſequel, 
revived that ſum which had been annihilated. While this 


affair was in agitation petitions from counties, cities, and 
boroughs, in all parts of the kingdom, were preſented to 


the Houſe, ering for juſtice againſt the villainy of the 
T9 directors. 


n 6 K 1 RY 


directors. Pamphlets and papers were daily publiſhed on C H a p. 
the ſame ſubject ; ſo that the whole nation was exaſperated __ 
to the higheſt pitch of reſentment. Nevertheleſs; by the I 
wiſe and vigorous reſolutions of the parliament, the South- | 
Sea company was ſoon in a condition to fulfil their engage- 

ments with the publick : the ferment of the people ſub- 


fided; and the credit of the nation was reſtored. .- _ 


—_ 
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FE EG ig hgh 6 IE. Ss; 
ſoon cloſed. 5 WE. Afliance between Great-Britain, France, 
and Spain. { IV. Plague at Marſeilles. & V. Debates 
in the Houſe of Lords about Mr. Law the projector. 
$ VI. Sentiments of ſome lords touchivg the war with 
Spain. {I VIE. Petition of the Qualers. The parliameit 
diſſolved. & VIII. Rumours of a conſpiracy. The Biſhop 
of Rocheſter is committed to the Tower. & IX. New par. 
liament. X. Declaration of the Pretender. & XI. Re. 
port of the ſecret committee. & XII. Bill of pains and 
penalties againſt the Biſhop of Rochefter. & XII. Who i; 
_ deprived, and driven inte perpetual exile. $ XIV. Pr. 
ceedings againſt thoſe concerned in the lottery at Harburg 
XV. A Fairs of the continent. $ XVI. Clamour in Ir: 
land on account of Wood's coinage. & XVII. Death of the 
Duke of Orleans. XVIII. An act for leſſening the 
publick debts. & XIX. Philip, King of Spain, abdicatu 
the throne. $ XX. Abuſes in chancery. & XXI. Trul 
of the Earl of Macclesfield. & XXII. Debates about the 
| debts of the civil-lift, & XXIII. A bill in favour of th 
late Lord Bolingbroke. & XXIV. Treaty of alliance be 
tween the courts of Vienna and Madrid. & XXV. Treat 
of Hanover. $ XXVI. Approved in parliament. XXVII. 
Riots in Scotland on account of the malt-tax. & XXVII. 
A ſmall ſquadron ſent to the Baltick. & XXIX. Admin 
Hofrer's expedition to the Weſt-Indies. & XXX. Diſgrat 
of the Duke de Ripperda. & XXXI. Subſtance of ti! 
King's ſpeech to parliament. & XXXII. Debate in tht 
Houſe of Lords upon the approaching rupture with the En. 
perour and Spain. G XXXIII. Memorial of Mr. Palm, 
the Imperial refident at London. XXXIV. Convention 
with Sweden and Heſſe-Cafſel. $XXXV. Vote of credit 
$ | XXXVI. Siege of Gibraltar | by the Spaniards 

 $XXXVIL F.. 
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Death and charatter of George I. King of Great-Bri- 


tains 


YURING the infatuation produced by this in- 


famous ſcheme, luxury, vice, and profligacy, Ro 


W increaſed to a ſhocking degree of extravagance. The ad- 


rentuxers, intoxicated by their imaginary wealth, pam 


pered themſelves with the rareſt dainties, and the moſt 
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expenſive wines that could be imported: they purchaſed 


W the moſt ſumptuous furniture, equipage, and apparel, 
bough without taſte or diſcernment : they indulged their 
criminal paſſions to the moſt ſcandalous exceſs : their 
diſcourſe was the language of pride, inſolence, and the 
moſt ridiculous oftentation : they affected to ſcoff at reli- 
gion and morality; and even to ſet heaven at defiance. 
The Earl of Nottingham complained in the Houſe of 


Lords of the growth of atheiſm, profaneneſs, and im- 


norality 3, and a bill was brought in for ſuppreſſing blaſ- 
rhemy and profaneneſs. It contained ſeveral articles 
ſeemingly calculated to reſtrain the liberty granted to non- 


conformilts by the laws of the laſt ſeſſion; for that reaſon 


Wit met with violent oppoſition. It was ſupported by the 


Lords Bathurſt and 'Trevor, the Biſhops of London, Win- 
cheſter, and Lichficld and Coventry. One of theſe ſaid he 
herily believed the preſent calamity occaſioned by the 
South-Sea project was a judgment of God on the blaſ- 
phemy and profaneneſs of the nation. Lord Onſlow re- 


he has loſt conſiderably by the South- ſea ſcheme.” The 
Duke of Wharton, who had rendered himſelf famous by 
his wit and profligacy, ſaid he was not inſenſible of the 


padly ſeiſed this opportunity of vindicating his character, 
by declaring he was far from being a patron of blaſphemy, 


ot but oppoſe the bill, becauſe he conceived 1t to be 


{Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Earl of Nottingham, 


plied, © That noble peer muſt then be a great finner, for 


Fommon opinion of the town concerning himſelf, and 


pr an enemy to religion. On the other hand, he could 
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repugnant to the holy ſcriptures. Then pulling an old fi- 
mily bible from his pocket, he quoted ſeveral paſſage, 
from the epiſtles of St. Peter and St. Paul ; concluding 
with a deſire that the bill might be thrown out. The 
Earl of Peterborough declared, that though he was for 
parliamentary king, yet he did not deſire to have a parlia- 
mentary god, or a parliamentary religion; and, ſhould 
the Houſe declare for one of this kind, he would go to 
Rome, and endeavour to be choſen a cardinal ; for he had 
rather fit in the conclave than with their lordſhips upon 
thoſe terms. After a vehement debate, the bill was poſt. 
poned to a long day, by a conſiderable majority. 

$ II. The ſeaſon was far advanced before the ſupplies 
were granted; and at length they were not voted with the! 
chearfulneſs and good humour which the majority had 
therto manifeſted on ſuch occaſions. On the fixtectii, 
day of June, the King ſent a meſſage to the Houle of 
Commons, 1mporting, that he had agreed to pay a ſubſidy 
to the crown of Sweden, and he hoped they would enable 
him to make good his engagements. The leaders of the 
oppoſition took fire at this intimation. They deſired to 
know whether this ſubſidy, amounting to ſeventy-two 
thouſand pounds, was to be paid to Sweden over and above 
the expenſe of maintaining a ſtrong ſquadron in the Bal- 
tick ? Lord Moleſworth obſerved, that, by our late con- 
duc; we were become the allies of the whole world, and 
the bubbles of all our allies 3 for we. were obliged to pa 
them well for their aſſiſtance. He athrmed that the trea- 
ties which had been made with Sweden, at different times, 
were inconſiſtent and contradictory : that our late engage- 
ments with that crown were contrary to the treaties ſub- 
fiſting with enmark, and directly oppoſite to the mei 


ſures formerly concerted with the Czar of Muſcovy. He 
ſaid, that, in order to engage the Czar to yield what he had 
gained 1 in the courſe of xs war, the King of Pruſſia ought 
to give up Stetin, and the EleCtor of Hanover reſtore 
Bremen _ Verden: that, after all, England had no bi- 
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we” reaped little or no advantage by our trade to the Baltick, c HA p. 


but that of procuring naval. ſtores : he owned that hemp 
was a very neceſſary commodity, particularly at this junc- 
ture; but he inſiſted, that if due encouragement were 
given to fome of our plantations in America, we might 
de ſupplied from thence at a much cheaper rate than 
from Sweden and Norway. Notwithſtanding theſe argu- 
ments, the Swediſh ſupply was granted; and, in about 
three weeks, their complaiſance was put to another proof. 
They were given to underſtand, by a ſecond meſſage, that 
the debts of the civil-liſt amounted to five hundred and 
fiſty thouſand. pounds; and his Majeſty hoped they would 
empower him to raiſe that ſum upon the revenue, as he 
propoſed it ſhould be replaced to the civil-liſt, and re-em- 
burſed by a deduction from the falaries and wages of all 
officers, as ee. as from the penfions and other payments 
from the crown: A bill was prepared for this purpoſe, 
though not without warm oppoſition ; and, at the ſame 
time, an act paſſed for a general pardon. On the tenth 
day of Auguſt, the King cloſed the ſeſſion with a ſpeech, 
In which he expreſſed his concern for the ſuiferings of 
he innocent, and a juit indignation againſt the guilty, 
with reſpect to the South-Sea ſcheme. - Theſe profeſ- 
ſions were - judged neceſſary to clear his own character, 
which had incurred the ſuſpicion of ſome people, who 
| WT whiſpered that he was not altogether free from connexions 
ich the projectors of that deſign; that the Emperor had, 
u his defire, refuſed to deliver up Knight; aud that he 
» BY favoured the directors and their accomplices. 


pointed ſecretaries of ſtate; and the Earl of Hay was 
veſted with the oflice of lord privy-ſeal of Scotland. In 
june the treaty of peace between Great-Britain and 


engaged to reſtore mutually all the effects ſeiſed ook con- 
liſcated on both ſides. In particular, the King of England 
promiſed to reſtore all the thips of the Spaniſh fleet which 
Pad been taken in the Mediterranean, or the value of 
them, 


III. Lords Townlhend and Carteret were now ap- 
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| Spain was ſigned at Madrid. The contracting parties 
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at Cambray was opened: but the demands on both ſides 
were ſo high, that it proved ineffectual. 


Ingria, Eſtonia, part of Carelia, and of the territory of 
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ſecret ans that he would no longer interfere in the 
affairs of Italy z and the King of Spain made an abſolute 
ceſſion of Gibraltar and Pott-Mahon, At the fame time, 
a defenſive alliance was concluded between Great-Britain, 
France, and Spain. All remaining difficulties were re. 
ferred to a congreſs at Cambray, where they hoped to 
conſolidate a general peace, by determining all differences 
between the Emperor and his Catholick Majefty. In the 
mean time, the powers of Great-Britam, France, and Spain, 
engaged, by virtue of the preſent treaty, to grant to the 
Duke of Parma a particular protection for the preſervation 
of his territories and rights, and for the ſupport of his 
dignity. It was alſo ſtipulated, that the States-General 
ſhould be invited to accede to this alliance. The congreſ 


| In the mein 
time, the peace between Ruſſia and Sweden was con- 
cluded, on condition that the Czar ſhould retain Livonia, 


Wyburg, Riga, Revel, and Narva, in confideration of his 
reſtoring part of Finland, and paying two millions of rir- 
dollars to the King of Sweden. The perſonal animoſity 
ſubſiſting between King George and the Czar ſcemed to 
increaſe. 
arded ex- 
preſſions, was ordered to quit the kingdom in a fortnight. 
The Czar publiſhed a declaration at Peterſburgh, com- 
plaining of this outrage, which, he ſaid, ought naturally 
to have engaged him to uſe repriſals ; but, as he perceived 
it was done without any regard to the concerns of Eng- 


land, and only in os of the Hanoverian intereſt, he 


was unwilling that the Engliſh nation ſhould ſuffer for 3 
piece of injuſtice in which they had no ſhare. He, therc- 
fore, granted to them all manner of ſecurity, and fre: 
liberty to trade in all his dominions. 


tiſſue of negochations; King George coneluded a 1 
with 


Baſtagif, the Ruſſian reſident at London, having | 
| Preſented a memorial that contained ſome ungu 
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with the Moors of Africk, againſt which the Spaniards C 1 AP. 


loudly exclaimed. 

IV. In the courſe of chis year, Pope Clement XI. 
died; and the Princeſs of Wales was delivered of a prince, 
baptiſed by the name of William-Auguſtus, the late 
Duke of Cumberland. A dreadful plague raging at Mar- 
ſeilles, a proclamation was publiſhed, forbidding any 
perſon to come into England, from any part of France be- 
tween the bay of Biſcay and Dunkirk, without certificates 
of health. Other precautions were taken to guard againſt 


1 
1721. 


contagion. An act of parhament had paſſed in the pre- 


ceding ſeſſion, for the prevention of infection, by building 
peſt-houſes, to which all infected perſons, and all perſons 
of an infected family, ſhould be conveyed 4 and, by draw- 
ing trenches and lines round any city, town, or place in- 
fected. The King, in his ſpeech at opening the ſeſſion 
of parliament, on the nineteenth day of October, intimated 
the pacification 'of the North, by the concluſion of the 
treaty between Muſcovy and Sweden. He defired the 


duties upon the imported commodities uſed in the manu- 
factures of the kingdom. He obſerved, that the nation 
might be ſupplied with naval ſtores from our own colo- 
nes in North America; and that their being employed in 
this ufeful and advantageous branch of commerce would 
divert them from ſetting up manufactures which directly 
interfered with thoſe of Great-Britain. He expreſſed n 
deſire that, with reſpect to the fupplies, his people might 
reap ſome immediate benefit from the preſent circumſtances 
of affairs abroad; and he earneſtly recommended to their 


by providing againſt the practice of ſmuggling. 
V. One of the firſt objects that attracted the attention 
of the Upper Houſe was the caſe of John Law, the famous 


bis Miſſiſſippi ſcheme had obliged him to leave France. 


and 


Houſe of Commons to conſider of means for eaſing the 


conſideration, means for preventing the plague, particularly 


He retired to Italy; and was ſaid to have viſited the Pre- 
tender at Rome, From theace he repaired to Hanover; 


projector. The reſentment of the people on account of 
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BOOK and returned to England from the Baltick, in the fc 


II 


K commanded by Sir John Norris. 
| 1721. | 


turning Roman Catholick. 


The King favoured 


him with a private audience : he kept open houſe, and 


was viſited by great numbers of perſons of the firſt quality, 


Earl Coningſby repreſented, in the Houfe of Lords, that 
he could not but entertain ſome jealouſy of a perſon who 
had done ſo much miſchief in a neighbouring kingdom; 
who, being immenſely rich, 'might do a great deal more 
hurt here, by tampering with thoſe who were grown de- 


ſperate, in conſequence of being involved in the calamity 
_ occaſioned by the fatal imitation of his pernicious project. 


He obſerved, that this perſon was the more dangerous, a: 
he had renounced his natural affection to his country, his 
allegiance to his lawful W and his religion, by 
Lord Carteret replied, that 
Mr. Law had, many years ago, the misfortune to kill a 
gentleman in a duel; but having at laſt received the benefit 
of the King's clemency, and the appeal lodged by the re- 


lations of the deceaſed being taken off, he was come over 


to plead his Majeſty's pardon. He ſaid there was no law to 
keep any Engliſhman out of his country; and, as Mr. Law 
was a ſubject of Great-Britain, it was not even in the King's 
power to hinder him from coming over. ' Aſter ſome diſpute, 


the ſubject was dropped, and this great projector pleaded 


his pardon in the King's-Bench, according to the uſual form. 
$ VI. The miniſtry had by this time ſecured ſuch a 
majority in both Houſes, as enabled them to carry any 
point without the leaſt difficulty. Some chiefs of the op- 
poſition they had brought over to their meaſures, and 
among the reſt Lord Harcourt, who was created a viſcount, 
and gratified with a penſion of four thouſand pounds. 
Nevertheleſs, they could not ſhut the mouths of the mi- 
nority, who {till preſerved the privilege of complaining. 
Great debates were occaſioned by the navy-debt, which 
was increaſed to cn2 million ſeven hundred thouſand 
pounds. Some members in both Houſes affirmed that 
ſuch extraordinary expenſe could not be for the immediate 
ſervice of Great-Britain; but, in all probability, for the 
preſery atio 1 
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preſervation of foreign acquiſitions. The miniſters an- C a, A p. 


ſwered, that near two-thirds of the navy-debts were con- 
tracted in the late reign; and the parliament acquieſced 


in this declaration: but, in reality, the navy debt had been 


unneceſſarily increaſed, by keeping ſeamen in pay during 


the winter, and ſending fleets to he Mediterranean and 


Baltick, in order to ſupport the intereſts of Germany. 
The Duke of Wharton moved that the treaty with Spain 
might be laid before the Houſe. The Earl of Sunderland 
ſaid it contained a ſecret article, which the King of Spain 
defired might not be made publick, until after the treaty 
of Cambray ſhould be diſcuſſed. The queſtion was put, 


1721. 


and the Duke's motion rejected. The Earl of Strafford 


aſſerted, that as the war with Spain had been undertaken 
without neceſſity or juſt provocation, ſo the peace was 


concluded without any benefit or advantage: that, con- 


trary to the law of nations, the Spaniſh fleet had been 
attacked without any declaration of war: even while A 


Britiſh miniſter and a ſecretary of ſtate were treating ami- 


cably at Madrid; that the war was neither juſt nor poli- 
tick, ſince it interrupted one of the moſt valuable branches 
of the Engliſh commerce, at a time when the nation 
groaned under the preſſure of heavy debts, incurred by 
the former long, expenſive war. He, therefore, moved for 


an addreſs to his Majeſty, deſiring that the inſtructions 


given to Sir George Byng, now Lord Torrington, hou” 


be laid before the Houſe. This motion being likewiſe, 
upon the queſtion, rejected, a proteſt was entered. They 
voted an addreſs, however, to know in what manner the 


King had diſpoſed: of the ſhips taken from the Spaniards. 


Diſputes aroſe alſo from the bill to prevent infection. 
Larl Cowper repreſented, that the removal of perſons to 


a Lazaret, or peſt-houſe, by order of the government, 


and the drawing lines and trenches round places in- 
tected, were powers unknown to the Britiſh conſtitution ; ; 
inconſiſtent with the lenity of a free government; ſuch as 
could never be wiſely or uſefully put in practice; the more 


odious, becauſe copied from the arbitrary government * 
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France; and impracticable, except by military compulſion. 


Theſe obnoxious clauſes were accordingly repealed, though 
not without great oppoſition. Indeed, nothing can be 
more abſurd than a conſtitution that will not admit of juſt 


and neceffary laws and regulations to prevent the dire con- 


ſequences of the worſt of all calamities. Such reſtrictions, 
inſtead of favouring the lenity of a free government, would 
be the moſt cruel impoſition that could be laid on a free 
people, as it would act in diametrical oppoſition to the 
great principle of ſociety, which is the preſervation of the 
individual. to OL pi 

6 VII. The Quakers having preſented a petition to the 


Houſe of Commons, praying that a bill might be brought 


in for omitting in their ſolemn affirmation the words © In 
* the preſence of Almighty God,” the Houſe complied 
with their requeſt : but the bill gave riſe to a warm debate 


among the peers. Dr. Atterbury, Biſhop of Rocheſter, ſaid 


he did not know why ſuch a diſtinguiſhing mark of indul- 


gence ſhould be allowed to a ſet of people who were hardly 


Chriſtians. He was ſupported by the Archbiſhop of York, 
the Earl of Strafford, and Lord North and Grey. A 
petition was preſented againſt the bill by the London 


_ clergy, who expreſſed a ſerious concern leſt the minds of 


good men ſhould be grieved and wounded, and the ene- 


mies of Chriſtianity triumph, when they ſhould ſee ſuch 


condeſcenſion made by a chriſtian legiſlature to a ſet of 
men who renounce the divine inſtitutions of Chriſt ; par- 


ticularly that by which the faithful are initiated into his 


religion, and denominated Chriſtians. The petition, 
though preſented by the Archbiſhop of York, was branded 
by the miniſtry as a ſeditious libel, and rejected by the 


majority. Then, upon a motion by the Earl of Sunder- 


land, the Houſe reſolved, that ſuch lords as might enter 
proteſtations with reaſons fhould do it before two o'clock 

on the next ſitting day, and ſign them before the Houle 

riſes. The ſupplies being granted, and the buſineſs of the 

ſeſſion diſpatched as the court was pleafed to dictate, on 

the ſeventh day of March the parliament was mg 
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In a few days it was diſſolved, and another convoked by C H A P. 


proclamation. In the election of members for the new 
parliament the miniſtry exerted itſelf with ſuch ſucceſs, 
as returned a great majority in the Houſe of Commons, 
extremely well adapted for all the purpoſes of an admini- 
ſtration . | 55 * 155 

VIII. In the beginning of May, the King is ſaid to 
have received of the Duke of Orleans full and certain in- 
formation of a freſh conſpiracy formed againſt his perſon 
and government. A camp was immediately formed in 
Hyde-park. All military officers were ordered to repair 
io their reſpective commands. Lieutenant-General Mac- 
cartney was diſpatched to Ireland, to bring over ſome 
troops from that kingdom. Some ſuſpected perſons were 
apprehended in Scotland: the ſtates of Holland were deſired 


to have their auxiliary or guarantee troops in readineſs to 


be embarked ; and Colonel Churchill was ſent to the 


court of France with a private commiſſion. The appre- 
henſion raiſed by this ſuppoſed plot affected the publick 
credit. South-Sea ſtock began to fall; and crouds of 


people called in their money from the Bank. Lord 


Townſhend wrote a letter to the Mayor of London, by 


the King's command, fignifying his Majeſty's having re- 


ceived unqueſtionable advices, that ſeveral of his ſubjects. 


had entered into a wicked conſpiracy, in concert with 


traitors abroad, for raiſing a rebellion in favour of a popiſh 


pretender ; but that he was firmly aſſured the authors of it 
neither were nor would be ſupported by any foreign power. 
This letter was immediately anſwered by an affectionate 
| addreſs from the court of aldermen; and the example of 
e + London 


be Earl of Sunderland died in April, after having incurred a great load 


of popular odium, from his ſuppuſcd connexions with the directors of the 


youth Sea company. He was a minifter of abilities, but violent, umpetuous, | 


ang heacftrong, His death was ſoon followed by that of his father-in-law, 
the great Duke of Marlborough, whoſe faculties had been for ſome time 
bieally impaired, He was interred in Weſtmiſter abbey, with ſuch pro- 


tulion of funeral pom p, as evinced the pride and oftentation, much more than 


— — 
ale 


An. 1722. 


the taſte and concern of thoſe who directed his obſequies. He was ſucceeded 


is maſter of the Ocdnance, and colonel of the firſt regiment of foot-guards, by 
Earl Cadogan, | 
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BOOK London was followed by many other cities and boroughs. 


6 = „The King had determined to viſit Hanover, and actually 
1722 Ffettled a regency, in which the Prince of Wales was not 


included : but now this intended journey was laid aſide ; 
the court was removed to Kenſington, and the Prince re. 
tired to Richmond. The Biſhop of Rocheſter having 
been ſeiſed, with his papers, was examined before a com- 
mittee of the council, who committed him to the Tower 
for high-treaſon. The Earl of Orrery, Lord North 
and Grey, Mr. Cochran, and Mr. Smith, from Scotland, 
and Mr. Chriſtopher Layer, a young gentleman of the 
Temple, were confined in the ſame place. Mr. George 
Kelly, an Iriſh clergyman, Mr. Robert Cotton of Hunt- 
ingdonſhire, Mr. Bingley, Mr. Fleetwood, Neynoe, an 
Iriſh Prieſt, and ſeveral perſons, were taken into cuſtody ; 
and Mr. Shippen's houſe was ſearched. After Biſhop 
Atterbury had remained a fortnight in the Tower, Sir 


Conſtantine Phipps preſented a petition to the court at 


the Old-Bailey, in the name of Mrs. Morris, that prelate's 
daughter, praying, that, in conſideration of the Biſhop's 
ill ſtate of health, he might be either brought to a ſpeedy 
trial, bailed, or diſcharged : but this was over-ruled, 
The churchmen through the whole kingdom were filled 
with indignation at the confinement of a biſhop, which 
they ſaid was an outrage upon the church of England, and 
the epifcopal order. Far from concealing their ſentiments 
on this ſubject, the clergy ventured to offer up publick 
s for his health, in almoſt all the churches and 
chapels of London and Weſtminſter. In the mean time, 
the King, attended by the Prince of Wales, made a ſummer 
progreſs through the weſtern counties. | 
$ IX. The new parliament being aſſembled on 
the ninth day of October, his Majeſty made them ac- 
quainted with the nature of the conſpiracy. He ſaid 
the conſpirators had, by their emiſlaries, made the 
ſtrongeſt inſtances for ſuccours from foreign powers; 
but were diſappointed in their expectations. That, never 
theleſs, confiding in their numbers, they had reſolved 
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once more, upon their own ſtrength, to attempt the ſub- C 
verſion of his government. He ſaid they had provided 
conſiderable ſums of money, engaged great numbers of 
officers from abroad, ſecured large quantities of arms and 
ammunition; and, had not the plot been timely diſcover- 
ed, the whole nation, and particularly the city of Lon- 
don, would have been involved in blood and confuſion. 
He expatiated upon the mildneſs and integrity of his own 
government; and inveighed againſt the ingratitude, the 


implacability, and madneſs of the diſaffected, concluding 


with an aſſurance, that he would ſteadily adhere to the 
conſtitution in church and ſtate, and continue to make the 
laws of the realm the rule and meaſure of all his actions. 
| Such addreſſes were preſented by both Houſes as the fears 
| and attachment of the majority may be ſuppoſed to have 
dictated on ſuch an occaſion. A bill was brought into 


| the Houſe of Lords, for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus act 
W for a whole year: but they were far from being unanimous 


in agreeing to ſuch an unuſual length of time. By this ſuſ- 


W penſion, they in effect veſted the miniſtry with a dictatorial 


| power, over the liberties of the people. 
X. The oppoſition in the Houſe of Commons was ſo 


violent, that Mr. Robert Walpole found it neceſſary to 


| alarm their apprehenſions by a dreadful ſtory of a deſign to 
ſeiſe the Bank and Exchequer, and to proclaim the Pre- 
| tender on the Royal Exchange. Their paſhons being 
| inflamed by this ridiculous artifice, they paſſed the bill, which 
| immediately received the royal aſſent. The Duke of Nor- 
| folk being brought from Bath, was examined before the 
council, and committed to the Tower, on ſuſpicion of 


| high-treaſon. On the ſixteenth day of November, the 


| King ſent to the Houſe of Peers the original and printed 
| copy of a declaration ſigned by the Pretender. It was 


dated at Lucca, on the twentieth day of September, in 


the preſent year, and appeared to be a propoſal addreſſed to 
| the ſubjects of Great-Britain and Ireland, as well as to all 
foreign princes and ſtates. In this paper, the Chevalier 
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- with their lives and fortunes. 


to new oppreſſons 4 Infimons informers; and the ſtate of 
proſcription in which he ſuppoſed every honeſt man to 
be, very gravely propoſed, that if King George would re- 
linquifh to him the throne of Great-Britain, he would, 


in return, beſtow upon him the title of king in his native 


dominions, and invite all other ſtates to confirm it: he 
likewiſe promiſed to leave to King George his ſucceſſion 
to the Britiſh dominions ſecure, whenever, in due courſe, 


his natural right ſhould take place. The Lords unan- 


mouſly reſolved, that this declaration was a falſe, inſolent, 
and traitorous libel; and ordered it to be burned at the 
Royal Exchange. The Commons concurred in theſe 
reſolutions. Both Houſes joined in an addreſs, expreſſing 
their utmoſt aſtoniſhment and indignation at the ſurpriſing 


inſolence of the Pretender; and aſſuring his Majeſty, 


they were determined to ſupport his title to the crown 
The Commons prepared 3 
bill for raiſing one hundred thouſand pounds upon the re! 
and perſonal eſtates of all papiſts, or perſons educated ig 
the popiſh religion, towards defraying the expenſes oc. 
caſioned by the late rebellion and diſorders. This bill, 
though {trenuouſly oppoſed by ſome moderate members, a0 
a ſpecies of perſecution, was fent up to the Houſe of Lords, 
together with another, obliging all perſons, being papiſts, 
in Scotland, and all perſons in Great-Britain refuſing and 


neglecting to take the oaths appointed for the ſecurity of the 


King's perſon and government, to regiſter their names and 
real eſtates. Both theſe bills paſſed through the Upper 
Houſe without amendments, and received the royal ſanction. 

$ XI. Mr. Layer being brought to his tryal at thc 
King's-Bench, on the. twenty-firſt day. of November, 
was convicted of having inliſted men for the Pretender: 
ſervice, 1n order to ſtir up a rebellion, and received 1en- 
tence of death. He was reprieved for ſome time, and es. 
amined by a committee of the Houſe of Commons: bu 
he either could not, nor would not, diſcover the particulars 
of the conſpiracy, ſo that he ſuffered death at 1 
2 all 


and hi 
chairn 
from t 
been f. 
in con: 
tender 
tion w. 
kingdo 
ſpirato! 
make: 
the Ki! 
officers 
from al 
mond, 
quantit: 
which t 
ſcheme 
ment, t] 
the can 
to corru 
that it aj 
the late 
of Orrei 
cheſter, 
ing agen 
travelled 
and The 
Iriſh pri 
Thames, 
ſenger's 
Sample. 
$ XII. 


| Extended 


that was 
the perſo! 


| tuated to 
having m 
Was well! 


G E OR GR I. 


and his head was fixed up at 'Temple-Bar. Mr. Pulteney, 
chairman of the committee, reported to the Houſe, that, 
from the examination of Layer and others, a defign had 
been formed by perſons of figure and diſtinction at home, 
in conjunction with traitors abroad, for placing the Pre- 
tender on the throne of theſe realms: that their firſt inten- 
tion was to procure a body of foreign troops to invade the 
kingdom at the time of the late elections; but that the con- 
ſpirators being diſappointed in this expectation, reſolved to 
make an attempt at the time that it was generally believed 
the King intended to go to Hanover, by the help of. ſuch 


officers and ſoldiers as could paſs into England unobſerved, 


from abroad, under the command of the late Duke of Or- 


mond, who was to have landed in the river with a great 


quantity of arms, provided in Spain for that purpoſe ; at 
which time the Tower was to have been ſeiſed. That this 
ſcheme being alſo defeated by the vigilance of the govern- 
ment, they deferred their enterpriſe till the breaking up of 
the camp; and, in'the mean time, employed their agents 
to corrupt and ſeduce the officers and ſoldiers of the army : 


that it appeared from ſeveral letters and circumſtances, that 


the late Duke of Ormond, the Duke of Norfolk, the Earl 


of Orrery, Lord North and Grey, and the Biſhop of Ro- 


cheſter, were concerned in this conſpiracy, that their act- 
ing agents were Chriſtopher Layer and John Plunket, who 


travelled together to Rome; Dennis Kelly, George Kelly, 


and Thomas Carte, nonjuring clergymen, Neynoe, the 
Iriſh prieſt, who by this time was drowned in the river 


Thames, in attempting to make his eſcape from the meſ- 


ſenger's houſe, Mrs. . alias en and John 
Sample. 

XII. This pretended conſpiracy, in all likelihood, 
| extended no farther than the firſt rudiments of a deſign 
| that was never digeſted into any regular form; otherwiſe 
the perſons ſaid to be concerned in it muſt have been infa- 
| tuated to a degree of phrenzy : for they were charged with 
| having made application to the Regent of France, who 


| was well known to be intimately connected with the King 


of 
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1 q 1 K of Great-Britain. The Houſe of Commons, however, an extr 
| reſolved, that it was a deteſtable and horrid conſpiracy The Du 
i 1722. for raifing a rebellion, ſeiſing the Tower and the city of and pro 
London, laying violent hands upon the perſons of his moſt ing, th: 
| | ſacred Majefty and the Prince of Wales, in order to ſub- hoped 1 
| vert our preſent happy eſtabliſhment in church and tate, glory © 
i by placing a popiſh Pretender upon the throne : that it was without 
| formed and carried on by perſons of figure and diſtinction, the bill 
| and their agents and inſtruments, in conjunction with ſuch ex: 
| traitors abroad. Bills were brought in, and paſſed, for nothing 
| infliaing pains and penalties againſt John Plunket and to their 
George Kelly, who were by theſe acts to be kept in cloſe enjoy th 
| cuſtody, during his Majeſty's pleaſure, in any priſon in leaſt cor 
| Great-Britain 3 and that they ſhould not attempt to eſcape made c 
| on pain of death, to be inflicted upon them and their aſſiſt- boaſted, 
i ants. Mr. Yonge made a motion for a bill of the ſame writing, 
] nature againſt the Biſhop of Rocheſter. This was immedi- WM teſted by 
| ately brought into the Houſe, though Sir William Wynd- Turning 
| ham aſfirmed there was no evidence againſt him but con- unfavour 
jectures and hearſays. The Biſhop wrote a letter to the account : 
1 Speaker, importing, that though conſcious of his own bore the 
Tindals jnnocence, he ſhould decline giving the Houſe any trou- they wer 
ere ha ble that day, contenting himſelf with the opportunity of Indians, 
making his defence before another, of which he had the but even 
honour to be a member. Counſel being heard for the bad killec 
bill, it was committed to a grand committee on the fixth Ml of Argyle 
day of April, when the majority of the Tory members laſt was 
quitted the Houſe. It was then moved, that the Biſhop ſerved th 
ſhould be deprived of his office and benefice, and baniſhed IM bill was 
the kingdom for ever: Mr. Lawſon and Mr. — ceſſity th 
ſpoke 1 in his favour. | dangerous 
$ XII. The bill being paſſed and ſent up to the Fords months be 
An. 1723. the Biſhop was brought to his trial before them on the nint! it prevent 
of May. Himſelf and his counſel having been heard, of the go 
the Lords proceeded to conſider the articles of the bill: been ſtill! 
when they read it a third time, a motion was made to pals Corpus ad 
it, and then a long and warm debate enſued, Earl Paulet raſed, E 
demonſtrated the danger and injuſtice of Lwerv! ing in ſuch at firſt, ar 
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an extraordinary manner from the fixed rules of evidence. 
The Duke of Wharton, having ſummed up the depoſitions, 

- proved the inſufficiency of them, concluded with ſay- 
, that let the conſequences be what they would, he 
hope ſuch a helliſh ſtain would never ſully the hſtre and 
lory of that illuſtrious Houſe, as to condemn a man 
without the leaſt evidence. Lord Bathurſt ſpoke againſt 
the bill with equal ſtrength and eloquence. He ſaid, if 
ſuch extraordinary proceedings were countenanced, he ſaw 
nothing remaining for him and others to do, but to retire 


to their country houſes, and there, if poſſible, quietly 


enjoy their eſtates within their own families, ſince the 
leaſt correſpondence, the leaſt intercepted letter, might he 
made criminal. He obſerved, that Cardinal Mazarin 
boaſted, that if he had but two lines of any man's 


writing, he could, by means of a few circumſtances, at- | 


teſted by witneſſes, deprive him of his life at his pleaſure. 
Turning to the bench of biſhops, who had been generally 
unfavourable to Dr. Atterbury, he ſaid he could hardly 
account for the inveterate hatred and malice ſome perſons 
bore the learned and ingemious Biſhop of Rocheſter, unleſs 
they were intoxicated with the infatuation of ſome ſavage 
Indians, who believed they inherited not only the ſpoils, 
but even the abilities of any great enemy whom they 
| had killed in battle. The bill was ſupported by the Duke 
of Argyle, the Earl of Seaheld, and Lord Lechmere, which 
laſt was anſwered by Earl Cowper. This nobleman ob- 


ſerved that the ſtrongeſt argument urged in behalf of the 
bill was neceſſity ; but that, for his part, he ſaw no ne- 


ceſſity that could juſtify ſuch unprecedented and ſuch 


dangerous proceedings, as the conſpiracy had above twelve 


months before been happily diſcovered, and the effects of 
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it prevented: that beſides che intrinſick weight and ſtrength _ 


of the government, the hands of thoſe at the helm had 


Corpus act, and the additional troops which had been 
raiſed. He ſaid the known rules of evidence, as laid down 


at a) and eſtabliſhed by the law of the land, were the 


91 irthr right 


been ſtill further fortiſied by the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 


— > 
Ce ͤ— 
* 


If Et LF ac FE. —— 
- 8 —— - E — — — 4 — * — 2 * 


224 


BO O K hirthright of every ſubject in the nation, and ought to be 
| oY , conſtantly obſerved, not only in the inferior courts of 
1723. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


judicature, but alſo in both Houſes of parliament, til 
altered by the legiſlature: that the admitting of the pre- 
. carious and uncertain evidence of the clerks of the pot. 
office was a very dangerous precedent. In former times 
(ſaid he) it was thought very grievous that in capital caſes 
a man ſhould be affected by ſimilitude of hands; bur 
here the caſe is much worſe, ſince it is allowed that the 
clerks of the poſt- office ſhould carry the ſimilitude of 
hands four months in their minds. He applauded the 


Biſhop's noble deportment, in dechning to anſwer before 


the Houſe of Commons, whoſe proceedings in this un- 
precedented manner, againſt a lord of parliament, was ſuch 
an encroachment on the prerogative of the peerage, that if 
they ſubmitted to it, by paſſing the bill, they might be term- 
ed the laſt of Britiſh peers, for giving up their ancient pri- 
vileges. The other party were not ſo ſollicitous about an- 
ſwering reaſons, as eager to put the queſtion, when the bil 
paſſed, and a proteſt was entered. By this act the Biſhop 
was deprived of all offices, benefices, and dignities, and 
rendered incapable of enjoying any for the future : he was 
baniſhed the realm, and ſubjected to the pains of death in 
caſe he ſhould return, as were all perſons who ſhould cor- 
reſpond with him during his exile. Dr. Friend, the cek- 
brated phyſician, who was a member of the Houle, and 
had exerted himſelf ſtrenuouſly in behalf of the Biihop, 
Vas now taken into cuſtody, on ſuſpicion of treaſonabbe 
practices. 204 2s | 
XIV. The next object that excited the reſentment of 
the Commons was the ſcheme of a lottery, to be drawn at 
Harburgh, in the King's German dominions. The Houle 
appointed a committee to enquire into this and other Jot- 
teries at that time on foot in London. The ſcheme wi 
publiſhed, on pretenſe of raiſing a ſubſcription for main. 
taining a trade between Great-Britain and the Kings 
territories on the Elbe: but it was a myſterious ſcene 0! 
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could not fully diſcover. They reported, however, that it CH AP. 


was an infamous, fraudulent undertaking, whereby many 
unwary perſons had been drawn in, to their great loſs : 
that their manner of carrying it on had been a manifeſt 


violation of the laws of the kingdom: That the managers 


and agents of this lottery had, without any authority for 
ſo doing, made uſe of his Majeſty's royal name, thereby 
to give countenance to the infamous project, and induce 
his Majeſty's ſubjects to engage or be concerned therein. 
A bill was brought in to ſuppreſs this lottery; and to 
oblige the managers of it to make reſtitution of the money 
they had received from the contributors. At the ſame 


time the Houſe reſolved, That John Lord Viſcount Bar- 


rington had been notoriouſly guilty of promoting, abet- 
ting, and carrying on that fraudulent undertaking; for 
which offence he ſhould be expelled the Houſe. The 


court of Vienna having ereCted an Eaſt-India company at 


Oſtend, upon a ſcheme formed by one Colebrook, an 


Engliſh merchant, Sir Nathaniel Gould repreſented to the 


Houſe of Commons the great detriment which the Engliſh 
Laſt-India company had already received, and were likely 
further to ſuſtain, by this Oſtend company. The Houle 
immediately reſolved, That for the ſubjects of this king-- 


dom to ſubſcribe, or be concerned in encouraging any 


ſubſcription, to promote an Eaſt-India company now 
erecting in the Auſtrian Netherlands, was a high crime 
and miſdemeanour; and a law was enacted for preventing 
| Britiſh ſubjects from engaging in that enterpriſe. By an- 
other aCt relating to the South-Sea company, the two 
millions of ſtock which had been annihilated were revived, 


added to the capital, and divided among the proprietors. 


A third law paſſed, for the more effectual execution of 
juitice in a part of Southwark, called rhe Mint, where a 
great number of debtors had taken ſanctuary, on the ſup- 
potion that it was a privileged place. On the twenty- 
ſexenth day of May the ſeſſion was cloſed, with a ſpecch 
that breathed nothing but panegyrick, acknowledgement, 

| and 
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and affection to a parliament which had complied with all 
his Majeſty's wiſhes. | 5 8 | 
$ XV. His Majeſty, having ennobled the fon of Mr, 
Robert Walpole, in conſideration of the father's ſervices, 
made a good number of church promotions. He admitted 
the impriſoned lords and gentlemen to bail; granted a 
pardon to Lord Bolingbroke; and ordered the Biſhop of 
Rocheſter to be conveyed to the continent. Then he 
himſelf ſet out for Hanover, leaving the adminiſtration of 
his kingdoms in the hands of a regency, Lord Harcourt 
being one of the juſtices. The King was attended by the 
two ſecretaries, Lords Townſhend and Carteret, who were 
counted able negociators. The affairs of the continent 
had begun to take a new turn. The intereits and con- 
nexions of the different princes were become perplexed and 
embarraſſed; and King George reſolved to unravel them 
by dint of negociation. Underſtanding that a treaty was 
on the carpet between the Czar and the King of Sweden, 
favourable to the Duke of Holſtein's pretenſions to Sleſ- 
wick, the poſſeſſion of which the Elector of Hanover had 
guaranteed to Denmark, his Majeſty began to be in pain 
tor Bremen and Verden. The Regent of France and the 
King of Spain had now compromiſed all differences ; and 
their reconciliation was cemented by a double marriage 
between Philip's ſons and the Regent's daughters. The 
former propoſed new treaties to England; but inſiſted 
upon the reſtitution of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, as well 
as upon the King's openly declaring againſt the Oſtend 
company. His Britannick Majeſty was apprehenſive, that 
thould the Emperor be hard preſſed on that ſubject, he 
might join the Czar and the King of Sweden, and promote 
their deſigns in favour of the Duke of Holſtein. On thc 
other hand, all the Italian powers exclaimed againſt the 
treaty of London. The Pope had protelted againſt an 
thing that might have been decided at Cambray to the 
prejudice of his right. Memorials to the ſame effect had 


been preſented by the King of Sardinia, the Dukes d 
| | 5 Tuſcann 
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Tuſcany, Parma, we Modena. France and Spain were in- 
clined to ſupport theſe potentates againſt the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria. Europe ſeemed to be on the eve of a new war. King 
George was entangled in ſuch a variety of treaties and inte- 
reſts, that he knew not well how to extricate himſelf from 
the troubleſome engagements he had contracted. By de- 
claring for the Emperor, he muſt have countenanced the 
new eſtabliſhment at Oſtend, which was fo prejudicial to 
his Britiſh ſubjects, and incurred the reſentment of France, 
Spain, and their allies of Italy. In renouncing the intereſt 
of the Emperor, he would haye expoſed his German do- 
minions. In vain he exhorted the Emperor to relax in his 
diſputes with Spain, and give up the Oſtend company, 
which was ſo detrimental and diſagreeable to his faithful 
allies : the court of Vienna promiſed in general to obſerve 
the treaties which it had concluded; but declined entering 
into any particular diſcuſhon ; ſo that all his Majeſty's en- 
deavours iſſued in contracting cloſer connexions with Pruſſia 
and Denmark. All thoſe negociations carried on, all thoſe 
treaties concluded by King George with almoſt every prince 
and ſtate in Chriſtendom, which ſucceeded one another fo 
faſt, and appear, at firſt view, ſo intricate and unaccount- 
able, were founded upon two ſimple and natural princi- 


ples, namely, the deſire of aſcertaining his acquiſitions as 


Elector of Hanover, and his reſolution to ſecure himſelf 
againſt the difaffection of his Britith ſubjects, as well as the 
efforts of the Pretender. 

XVI. Great-Britain at this period enjoyed profound 
tranquillity. Ireland was a little rufled by an incident 


which ſeemed to have been miſrepreſented to the people of 


that kingdom. William Wood had obtained a patent 
for furniſhing Ireland with copper currency, in whick it 
was deficient. A great clamour was raiſed againſt this 
com. The parliament of that kingdom, which ein 
September, reſolved, That it would be prejudicial to the 
revenue, deſtructive of trade, and of dangerous conſe- 
quence to the rights of the fubject : chat the patent had 
| | | been 
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BOOK been obtained by miſrepreſentation: that the halfpence 
u. wanted weight : that, even if the terms of the patent had 
1723, been complied with, there would have been a great loſs to 
the nation: that granting the power of coinage to a pri- 
vate perſon had ever been highly prejudicial to the king- 
dom, and would at all times be of dangerous conſequence. 
Addreſſes from both Houſes were preſented to the King 
on this ſubject. The affair was referred to the lords of 
the privy-council of England. They juſtified the conduct 
of the patentee, upon the report of Sir Ifaac Newton and 
other officers of the Mint, who had made the aſſay and 
trial of Wood's halfpence, and found he had complied 
with the terms of the patent. They declared that this 
currency exceeded in goodneſs, fineneſs, and value of 
metal, all the copper money which had been coined for 
Ireland, in the reigns of King Charles II. King James Il. 
King William and Queen Mary. The privy-council 
likewiſe demonſtrated, that his Majeſty's predeceſſors had 
always exerciſed the undoubted prerogative of granting 
patents for copper coinage in Ireland to private perſons: 
that none of theſe patents had been ſo beneficial to the 
kingdom as this granted to William Wood, who had not 
obtained it in an unprecedented manner, but after a re- 
ference to the Attorney and Sollicitor General, and after 
Sir Iſaac Newton had been conſulted in every particular: 
finally, they proved, by a great number of witneſſes, that 
there was a real want of ſuch money in Ireland. Notwitl- 
ſtanding this decifion, the ferment of the Iriſh nation was 
induſtriouſly kept up by clamour, pamphlets, papers, and 
lampoons, written by Dean Swift, and other authors; { 
that Wood voluntarily reduced his coinage from the value 
of one hundred thouſand to that of forty thouſand pounds. 
Thus the noiſe was ſilenced. The Commons of Ireland 
paſſed an act for accepting the affirmation of the Quakers 
inſtead of an oath; and voted three hundred and fort) 

_ thouſand pounds towards diſcharging the debt of the na 
tion, which amounted to about double that ſum. 
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I. 
XVII. In the month of October, England loſt a worthy CHAP. 


nobleman in the death of Earl Cowper, who had twice diſ- 
charged the office of lord-chancellor, with equal diſcern- 


ment and integrity. He was profoundly ſkilled in the laws 
of his country; in his apprehenſion quick and penetrating: 
in his judgement clear and determinate. He poſſeſſed a 
manly eloquence : his manner was agreeable, and his de- 
portment graceful. This year was likewiſe remarkable for 
che death of the Duke of Orleans, Regent of France, who, 
ſince the deceaſe of Lewis XIV. had ruled that nation with 
the moſt abſolute authority. He was a prince of taſte and 
ſpirit, endowed with ſhining talents for empire, which he 
did not fail to diſplay, even in the midſt of effeminate pur- 
ſuits and idle debauchery. From the infirm conſtitution of 
the infant king, he had conceived hopes of aſcending the 
throne, and taken his meaſures accordingly : but the young 
monarch's health began to be eſtabliſhed, and all the Duke's 
Wichemes were defeated by an apoplexy, of which he died, 
n the fiftieth year of his age, after having nominated the 
Duke of Bourbon as prime-miniſter. King George imme- 


French court, to cultivate and even improve the good un- 
lerſftanding ſo happily eſtabliſhed between France and 
reat-Britain. The King arrived in England on the 
whteenth day of December; and on the ninth day of Ja- 


peech, recommended to the Commons the care of the pub- 
ck debts 3 and he expreſſed his ſatisfaction at ſeeing the 
king "RI improved and augmented, fo as to put the 
edt of the nation into a method of being ſpeedily and 
radually diſcharged. 

XVIII. This was the repeated theory of patriotiſm, 
Thich unhappily for the ſubjects was never reduced to 
Fattice : not but that a beginning of ſuch a laudable 
ork was made in this very ſeſſion, by an act for leſſening 
e publick debts. This law provided, that the annuities 
ive per cent. charged on the general fund by a former 
except ſuch as had been ſubſcribed 1 into the South-Sea, 
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lately received aſſurances of the good diſpoſition of the 


vary the parliament was aſſembled. His Majeſty, in his 
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BOOK together with the undeſcribed blanks of the lottery in the 


RY” 85 year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fourteen, ſhould be 1 
| . | . . 8 ain 
1723. Paid off at Lady-day of the year next enſuing, with the pain, 
money ariſing from the ſinking fund. The miniſtry, how- fonſo, 

ever, did not perſevere in this path of prudent œconomy. tary 01 

The Commons granted all the ſupplies that were demand- lolemr 

ed. They voted ten thouſand ſeamen; and the majority, in wha 

though not without violent oppoſition, agreed to maintain with tl 

four thouſand additional troops, which had been raiſed in _ 1 

ed t 


the preceding year ; ſo that the eſtabliſhment of the land 

forces amounted to eighteen thouſand two hundred and eil of 

TS ſixty-four. The expenſe of the: year was defrayed by a of gove 
Oldmizon. land-tax and malt-tax. The Commons having diſpatched liſn mi. 


olit. Stat. 
Hf: Reg. the ſupply, took into conſideration a grievance arifing from of the ] 
_—_ proteCtions granted by foreign miniſters, peers, and mem- been la 
Mem. Hiſt. bers of parliament, under which profligate perſons uſed to effect. 
Tindal. ſcreen themſelves from the proſecution of their juſt credi- ſuch ev 


tors. The Commons reſolved, That all protections granted ment w 

by members of that Houſe ſhould be declared void, and tion; a 
immediately withdrawn. The Lords made a declaration  grievou; 

to the ſame purpoſe, with an exception of menial ſervants, 8 $9 XX 

and thoſe neceſſarily employed about the eſtates of peers". day of 

An. 1524. On the twenty-fourth day of April, his Majeſty cloſed the WI Purpoſe 
ſeſſion in the uſual manner; made ſome alterations in the the enſi 
diſpoſition of the great offices of ſtate, and ſent Mr. Ho- *<marka 
ratio Walpole as ambaſſador extraordinary to the court of Macclesf 
l | France. 1 oh had con 
1 855 XII oc places 
| „ The Duke of Newcaſtle was now appointed ſecretary of ſtate ; tit maſters « 
4 | | Duke of Grafton, lord-chamberlain ; and Lord Caiteret, lord-lieuten-nt 0 the natio 


* p 


i Ireland. „ in the be 
Þ The King inflituted a profeſſorſhip for the modern languages in eich e 
4 | univerſity. | | - F | enſuing r. 
q Ins the month of May died Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford and Earl Mor importing 
| timer, who had been a munificent patron of genius and literature; and con- that the | 
9 pleted a very valuable collection of manuſcripts. N 4 
; The praQtice of inoculation for the fmall-pox was by this time introduce of loſing 
4 into England from Turkey. Prince Frederick, the two Princeſſes Amel ciency of 
4 85 and Carolina, the Duke of Bedford and lis ſiſter, with many other perſon F juſtice an 
diſtinction, underwent this operation with ſucceſs. f 5 
| peedy ani 


| Dr. Henry Sacheverel died. in June, after having bequeathed gave hundred 3 n 

. pounds to the late Biſhop of Rocheſter, | Quiring in 
1 

ö 
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XIX. In the beginning of this year, Philip King of CHAP, 


Spain, retiring with his queen to the monaſtery of St. Ilde- 
fonſo, ſent the Marquis of Grimaldi, his principal ſecre- 
tary of ſtate, to his ſon, Louis Prince of Aſturias, with a 
ſolemn renunciation of the crown, and à letter of advice, 
in which he exhorted him to cultivate the Bleſſed Virgin 
with the warmeſt devotion; and put himſelf and his king- 


doms under her protection. The renunciation was pub- 

liſhed through the whole monarchy of Spain; and the coun- 
| cil of Caſtile reſolved, That Louis might aſſume the reins 
of government without afſembling the cortez. The Eng- 


liſh miniſter at Paris was inſtructed to interpoſe in behalf 
of the French proteſtants, againſt whom a ſevere edict had 
been lately publiſhed ; but his remonſtrances produced no 
effect. England, in the mean time, was quite barren of 
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ſuch events as deſerve a place in hiſtory. The govern- 


ment was now firmly eſtabliſhed on the neck of oppoſi- 


tion; and commerce flouriſhed even under the load of 


grievous impolition. 

XX. The next W Renry which met on the twelfth 
day of November, ſeemed to be aſſembled for no other 
purpoſe than that of eſtabliſhing funds for the expenſe of 
the enſuing . year: yet the ſeſſion was diſtinguiſhed by a 
remarkable incident; namely, the trial of the Earl of 


Macclesfield, lord-chancellor of England. This nobleman 


had connived at certain venal practices touching the ſale 
of places, and the money of ſuitors depoſited with the 
maſters of Chancery, ſo as to incur the general reproach of 


the nation. He found it neceſſary to reſign the great-ſeal | 


in the beginning of January. On the ninth day of the 
enſuing month, the King ſent a meſſage to the Commons, 


importing that his Majeſty, having realon to apprehend | 


that the ſuitors in the court of Chancery were in danger 
of loſing a conſiderable ſum of money, from the inſuffi- 
ciency of ſome of the maſters, thought himſelf obliged in 
juſtice and compaſſion to the ſaid ſufferers to take the moſt 
peedy and proper method the law would allow, for en- 


quiring into the ſtate of the maſters' accounts, and ſecuring 
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BOO K their effects for the benefit of the ſuitors; and his Majeſty Ka 
u. having had ſeveral reports laid before him, in purſuance of and 
he” an the directions he had given, had ordered the reports to be hs ” 

communicated to the Houſe, that they might have as full 5 75 
and as perfect a view of this important affair as the ſhort- WW Fr. J 
neſs of the time, and the circumſtances and nature of the 4 
proceedings would admit. < 5 
XXI. Theſe papers being taken into conſideration, of > 
Sir George Oxenden obſerved, that enormous abuſes had lin an 
crept into the high court of Chancery : that the crimes his ci 

and miſdemeanours of the late Lord-Chancellor were many hold 
and various, but might be reduced to the following heads laid be 
that he had embezzled the eſtates and effects of many penſio 
widows, orphans, and lunaticks : that he had raiſed the in the 

offices of maſters in Chancery to an exorbitant price: ten 
truſting in their hands large ſums of money belonging to addre 
ſuitors, that they might be enabled to comply with his King's 
exorbitant demands; and that in ſeveral caſes he had made ton ih 
divers irregular orders. He, therefore, moved, That Tho- mined 
mas Earl of Macclesfield ſhould be impeached of high expreſl 
_ crimes and miſdemeanours. Mr. Pulteney moved, That hundre 
this affair might be left to the conſideration of a ſelect years: 
Annals. committee. Sir William Wyndham aſſerted, that in pro- be fo > 
| ö 3 ceeding by way of impeachment upon reports from above, fince th 
| Tingal. they would make a dangerous precedent; and ſeem to give venue ; 
| Ap the moſt valuable of their privileges, the inqueſt after * * 
ſtate criminals. The queſtion being put, it was carried ing? * 
| for the impeachment. The Earl was accordingly im- meaſure 
„ peached at the bar of the Upper-Houſe; a committee was Mr. W. 


| appointed to prepare articles; and a bill was brought in, to The Co 
indemnify the maſters in Chancery from the penaltics of | paſſed 2 

the law, upon diſcovering what conſiderations they hal BW exceedin 

paid for their admiſſion to their reſpective offices. The vit, 

An. 1726. trial laſted twenty days; the Earl was convicted of frau- pound, c 
dulent practices; and condemned in a fine of thirty thou- of his M 

ſand pounds, with impriſonment until that ſum ſhould be not ercg 

paid. He was immediately committed to the Tow, BY principal 


where he continued about fix weeks; but upon product 
the 


„ | 


the money he was diſcharged; and Sir Peter King, now 

created Baron of Oakham, ſucceeded him in the office of 

chancellor. 

$ XXIL. His Majeſty, on the eighth day of April, gave 
the Houſe of Commons to underſtand, that having been 

engaged in ſome extraordinary expenſes, he hoped he 

ſhould be enabled to raiſe a ſum of money, by making uſe 


of the funds lately eſtabliſhed for the payment of the civil- 


liſt annuities, in order to diſcharge the debts contracted in 


his civil government. Mr. Pulteney, cofferer of the houſe- 


hold, moved for an addreſs, That an account ſhould be 
laid before the Houſe of all monies paid for ſecret-ſervice, 
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penſions, and bounties, from the twenty- fifth day of March, 


in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and one, to the 


twenty-fifth of the ſame month in the preſent year. This 
addreſs being voted, a motion was made to conſider the 
King' s meſſage. Mr. Pulteney urged, that this conſidera- 
tion ſhould be poſtponed until the houſe ſhould have exa- 
mined the papers that were the ſubject of the addreſs. He 
exprefled his ſurpriſe that a debt amounting to above five 
hundred thouſand pounds ſhould be contracted in three 


years: he ſaid he did not wonder that ſome perſons ſhould 


be ſo eager to make good the deficiencies of the civil-liſt, 


fince they and their friends enjoyed ſuch a ſhare of that re- 


venue; and he deſired to know, whether this was all that 


was due, or whether they ſhould expect another reckon- 


ing? This gentleman began to be diffatisfied with the 


meaſures of the miniſtry ; and his farcaſms were aimed at 
| Mr. Walpole, who undertook to anſwer his objeCtions. 
| The Commons took the meſſage into conſideration, and 
paſſed a bill, enabling his Majeſty to raiſe any ſum, not 
| exceeding one million, by Exchequer-Bills, loans, or other- 
wiſe, on the credit of the deduCtions of ſix-pence per 
pound, directed by an act of parliament of the ſeventh year 
of his Majeſty, and of the civil-liſt revenues, at an intereſt 


| not exceeding three pounds per cent. till repayment of the 


principal, 
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$ XXIII. On the twentieth day of April, a petition was 
preſented to the Houſe by Lord Finch, in behalf of Henry 


St. John, late Viſcount Bolingbroke, praying that the exe- 


cution of the law with reſpect to his forfeitures might be 
ſuſpended, as a pardon had ſuſpended it with reſpect to his 
life. Mr. Walpole fignified to the Houſe, by his Majeſty's 


command, that ſeven years before, the petitioner had made 


his humble application and ſubmiſhon to the King, with 


aſſurances of duty, allegiance, and fidelity; that from his 


behaviour ſince that time, his Majeſty was convinced of 
his being a fit object of his mercy; and conſented to his pe- 


titioning the Houſe. The petition being read, Mr. Wal- 


pole declared himſelf fully ſatisfied, that the petitioner had 
ſufficiently atoned for his paſt offences; and therefore de- 


ſerved the favour of that Houſe, ſo far as to enable him to 


enjoy the family inheritance that was ſettled upon him, 
which he could not do by virtue of his Majeſty's pardon, 
without an act of parliament. Lord Finch moved, That a 
bill might be brought in for this purpoſe, and was warmly 

oppoſed by Mr. Methuen, comptroller of the houſehold, 
who repreſented Bolingbroke as a monſter of iniquity. His 
remonſtrance was ſupported by Lord William Paulet and 
Mr. Onſlow; nevertheleſs, the bill was prepared, paſſed 
through both Houſes, and received the royal aſſent. An act 
1 paſſed for diſarming the Highlanders of Scotland; ano- 
ther for regulating elections within the city of e e 
third for reducing the intereſt of ſeveral Bank annuities, to- 
gether, with ſome bills of a private nature, the parliament 


was prorogued in May, after the King had, in the warmeſt 


terms of Scknowkeogment”, e his approbation of 
132 5 their 


* On the 6fih Day of December wh Princeſs of Wales was delivered of a 
princeſs, chriſtened by the name of Louiſa, and afterwards married to the 
King of Denmark. She died December the nineteenth, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fifty-one, | 

Immediately after the ſeſſien of parliament the King. revived the order of 
the Bath, thirty- eight in number, including the ſovereign, | 
William Bateman was created Baron of Calmore in Ireland, and Viſcount 


Bateman; and Sir Robert Walpole, who had been one of the revived Knights 


of the Bath, was now henoured with the order of the Garter, 
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their conduct. Then he appointed lords. juſtices to govern 
the nation in his abſence; and ſet out in June for his Ger- 
man domimons. 

XXIV. The tide of political intereſts on the continent 
had begun to flow in a new channel, ſo as to render inef- 
fectual the mounds which his Britannick Majeſty had raifed 

by his multiplicity of negociations. Louis, the Spaniſh mo- 
narch, dying ſoon after his elevation to the throne, his father 


a princeſs of indefatigable intrigue and inſatiate ambition. 
'The Infanta, who had been married to Louis XV. of 
France, was fo diſagreeable to her huſband, that the whole 
French nation began to be apprehenſive of a civil war, in 
conſequence of his dying without male iſſue ; he therefore 
determined, with the advice of his council, to ſend back the 
Infanta, as the nuptials had not been conſummated ; and 
ſhe was attended to Madrid by the Marquis de Montelcone. 
The Queen of Spain reſented this inſult offered to her 


daughter; and, in revenge, diſmiſſed Mademoiſelle de 


Beaujolois, one of the Regent's daughters, who had been 
betrothed to her ſon Don Carlos. As the congreſs at 
Cambray had proved ineffectual, ſhe offered to adjuſt her 


differences with the Emperor, under the ſole mediation of 


Great-Britain. This was an honour which King George 


declined. He was averſe to any undertaking that might 


interrupt the harmony ſubſiſting between him and the 
court of Verſailles ; and he had taken umbrage at the Em- 


peror's refuſing to grant the inveſtiture of Bremen and 


Verden, except upon terms which he did not chooſe to 
embrace. 'The peace between the courts of Vienna and 


private negociation, under the management of the Duke 
de Ripperda, a native of the States-General, who had re- 
nounced the proteltant religion, and entered into the ſer- 
vice of his Catholick Majeſty. By two treaties, ſigned at 
Vienna in the month of April, the Emperor acknowledged 


Philip reſumed the crown which he had reſigned; and gave 
himſelf up implicitly to the conduct of his queen, who was 


Madrid, which he refuſed to mediate, was effected by x 


Philip 
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BOOK Philip as King of Spain and the Indies, promiſing that he 


would not moleſt him in the poſſeſhon of thoſe dominions 
that were ſecured to him by the treaty of Utrecht. Philip 


renounced all pretenſions to the dominions in Italy and the 


Netherlands, adjudged to the Emperor by the treaty of 


London: Charles granted the inveſtiture of the dukedoms 


of Tuſcany, Parma, and Placentia to the eldeſt fon of 
the Queen of Spain, in default of heirs in the preſent 
poſſeſſors, as maſculine fiefs of the empire. Spain became 
guarantee of the Auſtrian ſucceſhon, according to the 
pragmatick ſanCtion, by which the dominions of that 
houſe were ſettled on the Emperor's heirs general, and de- 
clared to be a perpetual, indivifible, and inſeparable feoff- 
ment to the primogeniture. By the commercial treaty of 
Vienna, the Auſtrian ſubjects were entitled to advantages 
in trade with Spain, which no other nation enjoyed. His 
Catholick Majeſty guaranteed the Oſtend Eaſt-India com- 
any; and agreed to pay an annual ſubſidy of four mil- 
tons of pialtres to the Emperor. Great ſums were re- 
mitted to Vienna; the Imperial forces were augmented 
to a formidable number; and other powers were ſollicited 
to engage in this alliance, to which the court of Peterſburgh 
actually acceded. 5 
XXV. The King of Great-Beitain took the alarm, 
The Emperor and he had for ſome time treated each other 


with manifeſt coldneſs. He had reaſon to fear ſome at- 


tempt upon his German dominions z and projected a de- 
fenſive treaty with France and Pruſſia. This alliance, 


limited to the term of fifteen years, was negociated and 


concluded at Hanover, in the month of September. It 
implied a mutual guarantee of the dominions poſſeſſed by 
the contracting parties, their rights and privileges, thoſe 
of commerce in particular, and an engagement to procure 
ſatisfaction to the proteſtants of Thorn, who had lately 


| been oppreſſed by the Catholicks, contrary to the treaty of 


Oliva. The King having taken theſe precautions at 
Hanover, ſet out on his return for England; embarked 
zt Helyoetflyys in the middle of December; and aſter 
| having 
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having been expoſed to the fury of a dreadful ſtorm, was CHAP. 
landed with great ithculty at Rye, from whence he pro- II. 


ceeded by land to London. The parliament meeting on 


the twentieth day of the next month, he gave them to 


underſtand, that the diſtreſſed condition of ſome of their 
proteſtant brethren abroad, and the negociations and en- 
gagements contracted by ſome foreign powers, which ſeem- 
ed to have laid the foundation of new troubles and diſtur- 
bances in Europe, and to threaten his ſubjects with the 
loſs of ſeveral of the moſt advantageous branches of their 
trade, had obliged him to concert with other powers ſuch 
meaſures as might give a check to the ambitious views of 
thoſe who were endeavouring to render themſelves formi- 
dable; and put a ſtop to the further progreſs of ſuch dan- 
gerous deſigns. He told them, that the enemies of his 


government were already very buſy, by their inſtruments 


and emiſſaries in thoſe courts whoſe meaſures ſeemed moſt 
to favour their purpoſes, in ſolliciting and promoting the 


cauſe of the Pretender. One ſees, at firſt fight, that the 
intereſts of Germany dictated the treaty of Hanover; but, 


in order to ſecure the approbation of Great-Britain, upon 
which the ſupport of this alliance chiefly depended, it was 


judged neceſſary to inſert the articles relating to commerce 


and the proteſtant religion, as if the engagement had been 


contracted purely for the advantage and glory of England. 


In a word, the miniſtry began now to ring the changes 


upon a few words that have been repeated ever ſince, like 
cabaliſtical ſounds, by which the nation has been enchanted | 


into a very dangerous connexion with the concerns of the 
continent. They harangued, they inſiſted upon the 


machinations of the diſaffected, the deſigns of a popiſh 
Pretender, the proteſtant intereſt, and the balance of 


power, until theſe expreſſions became abſolutely terms of 
ridicule with every perſon of common ſenſe and reflexion. 
The people were told, that the Emperor and the King of 
Spain, excluſive of the publick treaties concluded at 
Vienna, had entered into private engagements, importing, 
that the Imperialiſts ſhould j-#n the Spaniards in recovering 
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Gibraltar and Port-Mahon by force of arms, in caſe the 
King of England ſhould refuſe to reſtore them amicably, 
according to a ſolemn promiſe he had made: that a double 
marriage ſhould take place between the two Infants of 


_ Spain, and the two Archducheſſes of Auſtriaz and that 


means ſhould be taken to place the Pretender on the throne 


of Great-Britain. 
$ XXVI. When the treaties of Vienna and Hanover 


ell under conſideration of the Houſe of Commons, Horatio 


Walpole, afterwards termed, in deriſion, © the balance- 
” opened the debate with a long, unanimated 


treaty of Utrecht. He enumerated the barrier-treaty, the 
convention for executing that treaty, the defenſive alliance 


with the Emperor, the other with the Moſt Chriſtian King 
and the States-General, another convention, the quadruple 


alliance, the congreſs at Cambray, the treaty of Hanover, 


and that of Vienna. He explained the nature of each en- 


gagement. He ſaid, the main deſign of the treaty of com- 
merce concluded between the Emperor and Spain, was to 
countenance and ſupport the Eaſt-India company efta- 


pliſhed at Oſtend, which interfered fo eflentially with the 
Eaſt-India companies of England and Holland, and was 
directly contrary to ſeveral ſolemn treaties ill in force. 


He enlarged upon the danger to which the balance of 
power would be expoſed, ſhould the iſſue-male of this 
projected marriage between the houſes of Auſtria and Spain 


ever poſſeſs the Imperial dignity and the kingdom of Spain 
together, The reader will take notice, that this very man 


was one of thoſe who exclaimed againſt that article of the 


_ treaty of Utrecht, which prevented the power of thoſe two 
| houſes from being immediately united in the perſon of the 
Emperor. He did not forget to expatiate upon the pre- 
tended ſecret engagement concerning Gibraltar and Mi- 


norca; and the King” s pious concern for the diſtreſſed 
proteſtants of Thorn in Poland. In vain did Mr. Shippen 
urge, that the treaty of Hanover would engage the Britith 


nation in a war for the defence of the King's German do- 


minions, 


minions 
of limit 
oppoſiti 
reaſon t 
An add 
ing the 
obviate 
quences 
King of 
all inſult 
territori. 
Britain. 
the Hol 
empowe 
with Mr 
2 debt | 
forty th 
by his e 
recomme 
his requc 
famous 
againſt t. 
N 
Scotland 
excited 1 


the popu 


of Danie 
had votec 


| attempte: 


who con 
companie 
Buſhel, t. 
That off 
were pelt 
deavoure 


| This Exp! 


pieces wi 
advancing 


r O R G EI. 09 


1 minions, contrary to an expreſs proviſion made in the act C H A b. 
of limitation. Theſe arguments had loſt all weight. The S II. 5 
oppoſition was ſo inconſiderable, that the miniſtry had no 152. 
reaſon to be in pain about any meaſure they ſhould propoſe. 

An addreſs was voted and delivered to his Majeſty, approv- 

ing the alliance he had concluded at Hanover, in order to 

obviate and diſappoint the dangerous views and conſe- 

quences of the treaty of peace betwixt the Emperor and the 

King of Spain; and promiſing to ſupport his Majeſty againſt 

all inſults and attacks that ſnould be made upon any of his 

territories, though not belonging to the crown of Great- 

Britain. An addreſs of the ſame kind was preſented by 

the Houſe of Lords in a body. A. bill was brought in, 
empowering the commiſſioners of the Treaſury to compound 

with Mr. Richard Hampden, late treaſurer of the navy, for 

a debt he owed to the crown, amounting to eight-and- 

forty thouſand pounds. This deficiency was occaſioned { [| 
by his embarking in the South-Sea ſcheme. The King 1 
recommended his petition; and the Houſe complied with | 
his requeſt, in conſideration of his great grandfather, the 
famous John Hampden, who made ſuch a noble ſtand 
azainft the arbitrary meaſures of the firſt Charles. 

XVII. The malt-tax was found ſo grievous 8 
Scotland, that the people refuſed to pay it, and riots were 
excited in different parts of the kingdom. At Glaſgow, 

the populace, armed with clubs and ſtaves, rifled the houſe 
of Daniel Campbell, their repreſentative in parliament, who 
kad voted for the bill; and maltreated ſome exciſemen, who 
attempted to take an account of the malt. General Wade, 
who commanded the forces in Scotland, had ſent two 
companies of ſoldiers, under the command of Captain 
| Buſhel, to prevent or appeaſe any diſturbance of this nature. 
That officer drew up his men in the ſtreet, where they 
were pelted with ſtones by the multitude, which he en- 
deavoured to diſperſe, by firing among them without ſhot. 
| This expedient failing, he ordered his men to load their 
pieces with ball, and at a time when the magiſtrates were 

e towards him 1 in a body, to aſſiſt him with their 

advice 
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advice and influence, he commanded the ſoldiers to fir 


four different ways, without the ſanction of the civil au- 


thority. Above twenty perſons were killed or wounded on 


| this occaſion. The people ſeeing ſo many victims fall 


were exaſperated beyond all ſenſe of danger. They began 
to procure arms, and breathed nothing but defiance and re. 
venge. Buſhel thought proper to retreat to the caſtle of 
Dumbarton; and was purſued above five miles by the en. 
raged multitude. General Wade being informed of this 
tranſaction, aſſembled a body of forces; and being accom- 
panied by Duncan Forbes, lord-advocate, took poſſeſſion 
of Glaſgow. The magiſtrates were apprehended, and 
conveyed priſoners to Edinburgh, where the lords juſt: 
ciary, having taken cognizance of the affair, declared 


them innocent; ſo that they were immediately diſcharged, 


Buſhel was tried for murther, convicted, and eondemned; 


but, inſtead of undergoing the penalties of the law, he 


was indulged with a pardon, and promoted in the ſervice, 
Daniel Campbell having petitioned the Houſe of Com- 
mons, that he might be indemnified for the damage hc 
had ſuſtained from the rioters, a bill paſſed in his favour, 


granting him a certain ſum, to be raiſed from an impo- 


ſition laid upon all the beer and ale brewed in the city of 


| Glaſgow. The malt-tax was ſo ſenſibly felt in Scotland, 


that the convention of the royal burghs preſented a 12 
monſtrance againſt it, as a grievous burthen, which their 
country could not bear: petitions to the ſame purpor 
were delivered to the Commons from different ſhires af 
that kingdom. On the twenty-fourth day of Marci, 
the King ſent a meſſage to the Houſe by Sir Paul Me 


{uch 


able to augment his maritime force, and concert 
| | | other 


„ The Duke of Wharton, having conſumed his fortune in riot and er- 
travagance, repaired to the court of Vienna, from whence he proceeded (0 
Rome, and offered his ſervice to the Pretender. There he received che orde 
of the Garter, and the title of Duke of Northumberland. He was ſent by 
the Chevalier de St, George with credentials to the court of Madrid, whert he 


chamber, 23. obtained the rank and appointments of a lieutenant gojoatt t 
the Spaniſh ſervice. 
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juncture. A debate enſued; but the majority complied 


with the demand. Some members in the Upper Houſe 


of parliament; and this ſuggeſtion gave riſe to another 
debate, in which Lord Bathurſt and others made ſome 


which the peers of England were reduced. Such remarks, 
however, were very little minded by the miniſtry, who had 


ſupplies ordinary and extraordinary being granted, with 
every thing elſe which the court thought proper to aſk, and 
ſeveral bills paſſed for the regulation of civil ceconomy, the 
King diſmiſſed the parliament on the twenty-fourth day of 
1 , 

XXVII. By this time Peter the Czar of Muſcovy 
was dead, and his empreſs Catharine had ſucceeded him 
en the Ruſſian throne. This princeſs had begun to aſſem- 


ble forces in the neighbourhood of Peterſburgh ; and to 


prepare a formidable armament for a naval p len 
Hg George, concluding that her deſign was againſt 
Sweden, ſent a ſtrong ſquadron into the Baltick, under 
the command of Sir Charles Wager, in order to antici- 
pate her views upon his allies. The Engliſh fleet being 
joined at Copenhagen by a Daniſh ſquadron, alarmed the 


enforcing the garriſons of Wibourg, Cronſlot, Revel, and 
Riga. The Engliſh admiral, having had an audience of 


thither a lieutenant, with a letter from the King of Great- 


which his Majeſty obſerved, that he and his allies could 
not fail of being alarmed at her great preparations by 


taken at her court in favour of the Pretender : that his 
repeated inſtances for eſtabliſhing a laſting friendſhip with 
the crown of Ruſha had been treated with cheated 3 and he 
gave her to underſtand, that he had ordered his admiral to 
prevent 


complained that the meſſage was not ſent to beth Houſes 


melancholy reflexions upon the ſtate of inſignificance to 


court of Ruſſia, which immediately iflued orders for re- 


bis Swediſh Majeſty, ſteered towards Revel, and ſent 


| ſea and land. He complained that meaſures had been 
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ether meaſures as ſhould be neceſſary in the preſent con- C HAP. 
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obtained a complete victory over all oppoſition. The 


Britain to the Czarina. This was an expoſtulation, in 
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prevent her ſhips from coming out of her harbours, ſhould 


ſhe perſiſt in her reſolution to execute the deſigns ſhe had 
projected. The Czarina, in her anſwer to the King, ex- 


preſſed her ſurpriſe, that ſhe had not received his Majeſty's 


letter until his fleet was at anchor before Revel, ſince it 
would have been more agreeable to the cuſtom eſtabliſhet 
among ſovereigns, and to the amity which had ſo log 


ſubſiſted between her kingdoms and the crown of Gret- 
Britain, to expoſtulate with her on her armament, ande- 


pect her anſwer, before he had proceeded to ſuch an of- 


fenſive meaſure. She aſſured him that nothing was far- 
ther from her thoughts than any deſigns to diſturb the 


peace of the North; and with regard to the Pretender, it 
was a frivolous and ſtale accuſation, which had been fre- 
quently uſed as a pretext to cover all the unkind Reps 
lately taken againſt the Ruſſian empire. Sir Charles Wa: 

ger continued in his {tation until he received certain intel. 


| ligence that the Rufhan gallies were laid up in their win- | 
ter harbour: then he ſet fail for the coaſt of Denmark, 


from whence he returned to ene in the month of 


the twentieth day of July, entered the bay of St. Antonio, 
the bay of Bulls, near Cadiz, and cruiſed off Cape 8. 


with conſternation. Vet he committed no act of hoſtility; 


November. 


XXIX. King George, that he might not * to con- 
vert all his attention to the affairs of the North, had equip- 


ped two other ſquadrons; one of which was deſtined for 
the Weſt-Indies, under the command of Admiral Hoſier: 
the other, conducted by Sir John Jennings, having on 
board a body of land-forces, ſailed from St. Helen's on 


then viſited Liſbon, from whence he directed his courſe to 
Mary's, fo as to alarm the coaſt of Spain, and fill Madrid 


but was treated with great civility by the Spaniſh governor 
of Cadiz, who ſupplied him with refreſhments. Kear- 


Admiral Hoſier, with ſeven ſhips of war, had ſailed in 


April for the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, with inſtructions t 
lock up the galleons in the ports of that country; or, 


fl ould they preſume to come out, to ſeiſe and bring them to 
England. 
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England. Before his arrival at the Baſtimentos, near C H A b. 


Porto-Bello, the treaſure, conſiſting of above ſix millions 


ſterling, had been unloaded, and carried back to Panama, 


in purſuance of an order ſent by an advice-boat, which 


had the ſtart of Hoſier. This admiral lay inactive on that 


ſtation, until he became the jeſt of the Spaniards. He 
returned to Jamaica, where he found means to re-enforce 
his crews: then he ſtood over to Carthagena. The 
Spaniards had by this time ſeiſed the Engliſh South-Sea 
ſhip at la Vera-Cruz, together with all the veſſels and 
elfects belonging to that company. Hoſier in vain de- 
manded reſtitution : he took ſome Spaniſh ſhips by way 
of repriſal, and continued cruifing in thoſe ſeas until the 
greater part of his men periſhed deplorably by the diſeaſes 
of that unhealthy climate; and his ſhips were totally 
ruined by the worms. This brave officer being reſtricted 


by his orders from obeying the dictates of his courage, 


ſeeing his beſt officers and men daily iwept off by an 


outrageous diſtemper, and his ſhips expoſed to inevitable 
deſtruction, is {aid to have died of a broken heart; white 


the people of England loudly clamoured againſt this un- 
fortunate expedition, in which ſo many lives were thrown 


away, and ſo much money expended, without the leaſt 


advantage to the nation. It ſeems to have been a mean, 
piratical ſcheme to rob the court of Spain of its expected 
treaſure, even while a peace ſubſiſted between the two 
nations. The miniſtry of Great-Britain indeed alledged, 


that the Spaniſh King had entered into engagements 1 


fayour of the Pretender. | 
(XXX. The Dukes of Ormond and Wharton, and 
the Earl Mariſchal, were certainly at Madrid; and the 


Duke de Ripperda, now prime-miniſter of Spain, dropped 


lome expreſhons to the Engliſh envoy, that implied ſome 
ſuch deſign, which, however, the court of Madrid poſi- 
urely denied. Ripperda, as a foreigner, fell a ſacrifice 
to the jealouſy of the Spaniſh miniſters. He was ſud- 
denly.diſmifſed from his employments, with a penſion of 
three thouſand piſtoles. He forthwith took refuge in the 

houſe 
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EOOK houſe of Vandermeer the Dutch ambaſſador, who wy 
= Pp unwilling to be troubled with ſuch a gueſt. He, there. 


1726. 


fore, conveyed the Duke in his coach to the houſ: 


of Colonel Stanhope, the Britiſh miniſter, whoſe pro. 


tection he craved and obtained. Nevertheleſs, he wa 


dragged from thence by force, and committed priſoner to 


the caſtle of Segovia, He afterwards made his eſcape, and 


| ſheltered himſelf in England, from the reſentment of his 


Catholick Majeſty. Colonel Stanhope complained of this 
violation of the law of nations, which the Spaniſh mini- 
ſters endeavoured to excuſe. Memorials and letters paſſed 
between the two courts ; and every thing tended to 
rupture. The King of Spain purchaſed ſhips of war; 
began to make preparations for ſome important under- 
taking; and afſembled an army of twenty thouſand men 
at St. Roch, on pretenſe of rebuilding the old caſtle of 


Gibraltar. Mean while the States-General and the King 


of Sweden acceded to the treaty of Hanover: but the King 
of Pruſſia, though his Majeſty's ſon-in-law, was detached 
from the alliance by the Emperor, with whom he contracted 
new engagements. 

S XXXI. On the ſeventeenth day of January, the Bri- 


tiſh parliament was opened with a long, elaborate ſpeech, 


importing that the proceedings and tranſactions of the 
Emperor and King of Spain, and the ſecret offenſive al 
liances concluded between them, had laid the foundations 
of a moſt exorbitant and formidable power : that they 
were directly levelled againſt the moſt valuable and darling 
intereſts and privileges of the Engliſh nation, which mul 
either give up Gibraltar to Spain, and acquieſce in the 
Emperor's uſurped exerciſe of commerce, or reſolve . 
gorouſly to defend their undoubted rights againſt thoſe 
reciprocal engagements, contracted in defiance and v. 
olation of all national faith, and the moſt ſolemn treaties. 


He aſſured them, that one of thoſe ſecret articles was, the 


placing the Pretender on the throne of Great-Britain ; and 
another the conqueſt of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon. Hc 


affirmed that thoſe combinations extended . oy 
| | uſſia; 


Ruſſia; 
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Ruſſia; and that the Engliſh fleet ſeaſonably prevented CHAP, 


ſuch deſigns as would have opened a way to the invaſion of 
theſe kingdoms. He exhorted the Commons to grant ſuch 
ſupplies as ſhould be neceſſary for the defence of their 
country, and for making good his engagements with the 


allies of Great-Britain. He told them, that the King of 
Spain had ordered his miniſter reſiding in England to quit 


the kingdom; and that he had left a memorial, little ſhort 
of a declaration; in which he inſiſted upon the reſtitution 
of Gibraltar. He did not fail to touch the energick ſtrings 
which always moved their paſſions ; the balance of power 
in Europe, the ſecurity of the Britiſh commerce, the de- 
ſigns of a popiſn pretender, the preſent happy eſtabliſhment, 
the religion, liberties, and properties of a proteſtant peo- 


ple. Such addrefles of thanks were penned in both 
Houſes as the miniſters were pleaſed to dictate; yet not 


without oppoſition from a minority, which was far from 


being formidable, though headed by chiefs of uncommon 


talents and reſolution. The Commons voted twent 
thouſand ſeamen, beſides fix-and-twenty thouſand three 
hundred eighty-three men for the land-fervice ; and, t- 


defray the extraordinary expenſe, a land- tax of four kl 
in the pound was granted. 


XXXII. The Houſe of Lords having taken into con- 


ſideration the letters and memorials between the miniſters 
of Great-Britain, France, and Spain, and the papers re- 


ating to the acceſſion of the States-General to the treaty 
of Hanover, a warm debate enſued. Lord Bathurſt 
took notice, that the acceſſion of the States-General to 
the treaty was upon condition that this their act ſhould 


be approved and ratified by the King of Great-Britain, 
the Moſt Chriſtian King, and the King of Pruſſia ; but 


that the miniſter of his Pruſhan Majeſty had refuſed to ſign 
the act of acceſſion, which was therefore of no effect: that 
if the court of France ſhould, for the ſame reafon, think 
itſelf diſengaged from the Hanover alliance, Britain alone 
would be obliged to bear the burthen of an expenſive war 
againſt two of the greateſt potentates of Europe. He me 

| e 
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BOOK he could not ſee any juſt reaſon for a rupture with Spain: 


II. 


| 1726. 


Britain for the reſtitution of Gibraltar: 


that indeed the Duke de Ripperda might have dropped 
ſome indiſcreet expreſſions : he was known to be. a man of 
a violent temper ; and he had been ſolemnly diſavowed by 
his Catholick Majeſty : 
Spaniſh ambaſſador, he imputed the violent ſtate of affairs 


between the two crowns to the miniſters of England ; and 


mentioned a poſitive promiſe made by the King of Great- 
that methods of 
accommodation might be tried, before the kingdom en- 
gaged in a war which muſt be attended with dangerous 
conſequences: that the nation was loaded with a debt of 
fifty millions; and, in order to maintain ſuch a war, 
would be obliged to raiſe ſeven millions yearly; an annual 
ſum by which the people would ſoon be exhauſted. He 


| obſerved, that in ſome papers laid before the Houſe, 


mention was made of great ſums diſtributed in divers 
places, to bring certain meaſures to bear. He declared, 
that, for his own part, he had touched neither Spaniſh nor 
Engliſh gold; he was neither a Spaniard ner a Frenchman, 
but a true Engliſhman, and ſo long as he had the honour 
to fit in that Houſe, he would ſpeak and act for the good 


of his country. He, therefore, defired their lordſhips ſeri- 
ouſly to conſider the matter before them, which was of the 
laſt conſequence and importance to the whole nation. 
He ſaid nothing could be gained by the war, ſhould it prove 


ſucceſsful : and every thing would be loſt ſhould it be un- 
proſperous. He was anſwered by Lord Townſhend, who 
affirmed that his Majeſty had received poſitive and certain 
information with reſpect to the ſecret article of alliance 
between the courts of Vienna and Madrid, in fayour of 


the Pretender, though the ſafety of the ſtate did not permit 


him to lay theſe advices before the parliament. After 
much altercation, the majority reſolved, that the meaſures 
his Majeſty had thought fit to take were honourable, 
Juſt, and neceſſary, for preventing the execution of the 


dangerous engagements entered into in favour of the Pre- 


tender ; for ** the dominions belonging to the 
crown 
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crown of Great-Britain by ſolemn treaties, and particu» C H A Pp. 
Jarly thoſe of Gibraltar and the iſland of Minorca ; and 
for maintaining to his people their moſt valuable rights and 
privileges of commerce, and the peace and tranquillity of 
Europe. Seventeen lords entered a proteſt againſt this 
reſolution. Diſputes of the ſame nature aroſe from 25 
ſame ſubject in the Lower Houſe. Lord Townſhend 
had affirmed in the Houſe of Peers, that no promiſe of re- 
ſtoring Gibraltar had been made: Sir Robert Walpole 
owned ſuch a promiſe in the Houſe of Commons : a motion 
was made for an addreſs, deſiring theſe engagements 
might be laid before the Houſe : another member moved 
for a copy of the memorial preſented by Mr. Pointz to the 
King of Sweden, and for the ſecret offenſive article be- 
tween the courts of Vienna and Madrid : a third motion 
was made, to addreſs the King for ſuch memorials and re- 
preſentations from the courts of Sweden and Denmark, as 
induced him, 1n the courſe of the preceding year, to ſend 
a ſquadron to the Baltick. In the account of the money 
granted for the ſervice of the laſt year, there was an article 
of one hundred and twenty-five thouſand pounds charged 
in general terms, as iſſued out for other engagements and 
expenſes, over and above ſuch as were ſpecified. Mr. 
Pulteney moved for an addreſs on this ſubject ; but each of 
theſe motions was rejected on a diviſion z and the majo- 
rity concurred in an addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty, for 
the great wiſdom of his conduct. They expreſſed the 
moſt implicit confidence in his goodneſs and diſcretion : 
they promiſed to ſupport him in all ſuch further meaſures 
as he ſhould find neceſſary and expedient for preventing a 
rupture, as well as for conſulting the honour and advan- 
tage of theſe kingdoms. _ 
$XXXII. His Majeſty's ſpeech gave ſuch N to 
the Court of Vienna, that Mr. Palms, the Imperial reſi- 
dent at London, was ordered to preſent a warm memorial 
to the King, and afterwards to publiſh it to the whole 
vation. In this bold remonſtrance, the King was charged 
with having declared from the throne, as certain and un- 


VSI. I. e doubted 
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1726, 


repreſented, or void of all foundation. The memorialiſt 


affirmed, that the treaty of Vienna was built on the qua- 
druple alliance: that the treaty of commerce was calcu- 
lated to promote the mutual and lawful advantages of the 
ſubjects of both parties, agreeably to the law of nations; 
and in no reſpect prejudicial to the Britiſh nation. He de- 
clared, that there was no offenſive alliance concluded be- 
tween the two crowns : that the ſuppoſed article relating 


to the Pretender was an abſolute falſehood : that the in- 


ſinuation with reſpect to the ſiege of Gibraltar was equally 
untrue, his maſter having made no engagements with the 
King of Spain but ſuch as were ſpecified in the treaty com- 
municated to his Britannick Majeſty. 
the hoſtilities notoriouſly committed in the Weſt-Indies, 


and elſewhere, againſt the King of Spain, in violation of 


treaties, ſeemed to juſtify that prince's undertaking the 
ſiege of Gibraltar. | 
his Imperial Majeſty, ſuitable reparation for the injury his 
honour had ſuſtained from ſuch calumnious imputations. 


Both Houſes of parliament expreſſed their indignation at 
the inſolence of this memorial, in an addreſs to his Ma- 


jeſty; and Mr. Palms was ordered to depart the kingdom. 

Virulent declarations were preſented by the miniſter of 
the Emperor and the King of Great-Britain to the diet of 
the empire at Ratiſbon; and ſuch perſonal reflexions re- 

torted between theſe two potentates, that all hope of recon- 

ciliation vaniſhed. 


$ XXXIV. King George, in order to ſecure himſelf 


againſt the impending ſtorm, entered into more ſtrict en- 


gagements with the French King; and agreed to pay fifty 
thouſand pounds for three years to the King of Sweden, 
in conſideration of that prince's holding in readineſs a body 
of ten thouſand troops for the occaſions of the alliance. 
He concluded a ireſh treaty with the King of Denmark, 
who promiſed to furniſh a certain number of auxiliaries, 
on account of a large ſubſidy granted by the King of 


France. 'The proportions of troops to be ſent into the 
__ field, 


He ſaid, however, 
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field, in caſe of a rupture, were aſcertained. His Britan- 
nick Majeſty engaged for four-and- twenty thouſand men, 


and a ſtrong ſquadron to be ſent into the Baltick. He 


made a convention with the Prince of Heſſe-Caſſel, who 
undertook to provide eight thouſand infantry, and four 
thouſand horſe, in conſideration of ſeventy-four thouſand 
pounds, to be paid by Great-Britain immediately, and fifty 
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thouſand pounds more in cafe the troops ſhould be re- 


quired, beſides their, pay and ſubſiſtence. Such was the 
fruit of all the alliances ſo induftriouſly planned ſince the 
acceſſion of King George to the throne of Great-Britain. 
In the day of his trouble, the King of Pruſſia, who had 
eſpouſed his daughter, deſerted his intereſt ; and the States- 
General ſtood aloof. For the ſecurity of ON German do- 
minions, he had recourſe to the King of France, who 
was a precarious ally; to the Kings of Sweden and Den- 
mark, and the principality of Heſſe-Caſſel: but none of 
theſe powers would contribute their aſſiſtance without 
being gratified with exorbitant ſubſidies, though the 
danger was common, and the efforts ought to have been 
equal. Inſtead of allies, they profeſſed themſelves merce- 
naries. Great-Britain paid them for the defence of their 
own dominions; ſhe, moreover, undertook to maintain a 
powerful fleet for their fafety. Is there any Briton ſo weak 
as to think, or ſo fool-hardy as to affirm, that this was a 
Britiſh quarrel. 

XXV. For the ſupport of thoſe expenſive treaties, 
Mr. Scroope, ſecretary of the Treaſury, moved in the 
Houſe of Commons, that in the malt-tax bill they ſhould 
inſert a clauſe of appropriation, empowering the King to 


| made before the twenty-fifth day of September, in con- 


that this method of aſking and granting ſupplies was un- 


LE2 that 


| apply ſuch ſums as ſhould be neceſſary for defraying the 
expenſes and engagements which had been or ſhould be 


certing ſuch meaſures as he ſhould think moſt conducive 
to the ſecurity of trade, and reſtoring the peace of Europe. 


To little purpoſe did the members in the oppoſition urge, 


parliamentary: that ſuch a clauſe would render ineffectual 


Annals, 
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BO OK that appropriation of the publick money, which the wiſdom 
= of all parliaments had thought a neceflary ſecurity againſt 
1727. miſapplication, which was the more to be feared, as no 
proviſion was made to call any perſon to account for the 

money that ſhould be diſpoſed of by virtue of this clauſe: 

that great ſums had already been granted: that ſuch an 
unlimited power ought never to be given in a free govern- 

ment : that ſuch confidence in the crown might, through 

the influence of evil miniſters, be attended with the moſt 
dangerous conſequences : that the conſtitution could not 

be preſerved, but by a ſtrict adherence to thoſe eſſential 
parliamentary forms of granting ſupplies upon eſtimates, 

and of appropriating theſe ſupplies to ſervices and occaſions 

publick!y avowed and judged neceſſary: that ſuch clauſes, 

if not -ſeafonably checked, would become ſo frequent, as 

in time to lodge in the crown, and in the miniſters, an 

abſolute and uncontrollable power of raiſing money upon 

the people, which by the conſtitution is, and with ſafety 

can only be, lodged in the whole legiſlature. The motion 


was carried, the clauſe added, and the bill paſſed through 


the other Houſe without amendment, though not without 
oppoſition. - Notwithſtanding this vote of credit, Sir 
William Yonge moved, that towards the ſupply granted 
to the King, the ſum of three hundred and ſeventy thou- 
ſand pounds ſhould be raiſed by loans on Exchequer-Bills, 
to be charged on the ſurplus of the duties on coal and 
culm, which was reſerved for the parliament's diſpoſal. 
Though this motion was vigorouſly oppoſed by Sir Joſeph 
Jekyl and Mr. Pulteney, as a dangerous deviation from 
ſeveral votes and acts of parliament, by which the exceed- 
ings of the publick funds were appropriated to the diſcharg: 
of the national debt, or to the increaſe of the finking-fund, 
it was carried by the majority. 

6s XXXVI. On the fifteenth day of May the 3 
was prorogued, after the King had acknowledged thei 
zeal, liberality, and diſpatch ; and given them to under- 
Atand, that the ſiege of Gibraltar was actually begun. 


The trenches were opened before this fortreſs on the 
Fray 'entl 
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eleventh day of February, by the Conde de las Torres, at C H A p. 


the head of twenty thouſand men. The place was well 
provided for a defence; and the old Earl of Portmore, who 
| was governor, embarked with a re- enforcement from 


| III. 
—— — 
1727. 


England, under convoy of a fleet commanded by Sir 


Charles Wager. He arrived at Gibraltar in the begin- 
ning of April, where he landed the troops, with a great 
quantity of ammunition, warlike ſtores, and four- and- 
twenty pieces of cannon. At the ſame time, five hundred 
men arrived from Minorca; ſo that the garriſon amounted 
to ſix thouſand, plentifully ſupplied with freſh proviſions 
from the coaſt of Barba 2ry, and treated the efforts of the 
beſiegers with great contempt. The States-General, be- 
ing apprehenſive of an attempt upon their barrier in the 
Netherlands, deſired the King would hold in readineſs 
the ten thouſand auxiliaries ſtipulated in the treaty. Theſe 
| were immediately prepared for embarkation, and the forces 


of England were augmented with thirty new-raiſed com- 


panies. Sir John Norris ſet fail with a powerful fleet for 

the Baltick, and was joined by a Daniſh ſquadron; but 

the Czarina dying on the ſeventeenth day of May, he had 

| no occaſion to commit hoſtilities, as the Ruſhan armament 
was laid aſide. 

$ XXXVII. Mean while the powers at variance, though 

| W extremely irritated againſt each other, were all equally 


werſe to a war that might again embroil all Europe. 
The King of France interpoſed his mediation, which 
vas conducted by the Duke de Richlieu, his ambaſſador 


| at Vienna. Plans and counterplans of pacification were 


| length all parties agreed to twelve preliminary articles, 
| which were ſigned in May at Paris, by the miniſters of 
the Hanover alliance, and afterwards at Vienna, by the 
| Imperial and Spaniſh ambaſſadors. Theſe imported that 
| hoſtilities ſhould immediately ceaſe : that the charter of 
| the Oſtend company ſhould be ſuſpended for ſeven years; 

{ and that a congreſs ſhould in four months be opened at 


ſolidating 


| propoſed between the two crowns and the allies. At 


Aix-la-Chapelle, for adj uſting all differences, and con- 
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ſolidating the peace of Europe. This congreſs was after. 
wards transferred to Soiſſons, for the conveniency of. the 
French miniſter, whoſe preſence was neceſlary : at court, 


The ſiege of Gibraltar was raiſed, after it had laſted four 


months, during which the Spaniards loſt a great number 
of men by ſickneſs, while the garriſon ſuſtained very 
little damage. 'The court of Madrid, however, ſtarted 


ſome new difficulties and for ſome time would not con- 


ſent to the reſtitution of the South-Sea ſhip, which had 


been detained at La Vera Cruz, in the Weſt-Indies ; fo 


that Sir Charles Wager continued to cruiſe on the coaſt 
of Spain; but theſe objections were removed in the ſequel. 
8 XXXVII. King George, having appointed a re- 


gency, embarked at Greenwich, on the third day of June, 


and landing in Holland on the ſeventh, ſet out on his 
journey to Hanover. He was ſuddenly ſeiſed with a pa- 
ralytick diſorder on the road; he forthwith loſt the fa- 


culty of ſpeech, became lethargick; and was conveyed in a 


ſtate of inſenſibility to Oſnabruck. There he expired on 


_ Sunday the eleventh day of June, in the fixty-cighth year 
of his age; and in the thirteenth of his reign. . 


was plain and ſimple in his perſon and addreſs; grave and 


compoſed in his deportment, though eaſy, familiar, and 


facetious in his hours of relaxation. Before he aſcended 
the throne. of Great-Britain, he had acquired the cha- 
racter of a circumſpect general, a juſt and merciful prince, 
au wiſe politician, who perfectly underſtood, and ſteadily 
urſued his own intereſt. With theſe qualities, it cannot 


f be doubted but that he came to England extremely well 
| diſpoſed to govern his new ſubjects according to the max- 


ms of the Britiſh conſtitution, and the genius of the peo- 


ple; and if ever he ſeemed to deviate from theſe princi- 
ples, we may take it for granted, that he was miſled by the 
venal ſuggeſtions of a miniſtry, whoſe power and influence 
were founded on corruption *. 


George I. married the Princeſs Sophia Dorothy, daughter and heireſs of 


the Duke of Zell, by whom he had King George II. and the late Quern 


of Pruſſia. 


The King's body was conveyed to Hanover, and interred among 
his anceſtors, 
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From the death of Charles II. to this period, England had made a con- C H A P. 


fiderable figure in every branch of literature, Dr, Atterbury and Dr. Clarke 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves in divinity—Mr. Whiſton wrote in defence of 
Arianiſm—John Locke ſhone forth the great reſtorer of human reaſon— 
the Earl of Shafteſbury raiſed an elegant, though ſeeble, ſyſtem of moral 
philoſophy—Berkeley, afterwards Biſhop of Clou ne, in Ireland, ſurpaſſed all 
his cotemporaries in ſubtlety and variety of metaphyſical arguments, as well 
as in the art of dedution—Lord Bolingbroke's talents as a metaphy ſician, 
have been queſtioned ſince his poſthumous works appeared—great progreſs 
was made in mathematicks and aſtronomy, by Wallis, Halley, and Fiam- 
ſtead— the art of medicine owed ſome valuable improvements to the claſſical 
Dr, Friend, and the elegant Dr. Mead. Among the poets of this æra we 
number John Philips, author of a didactick poem called Cyder, a performance 
of real merit; he lived and died in obſcurity—William Congreve, cele- 
brated for his comedies, which are not ſo famous for ſtrength of character 
and power of humour, as for wit, elegance, and regularity--- Vanburgh, who 
wrote with more nature and fire, though with leſs art and precifion—Steele, 
who in his comedies ſucceſsfully engrafted modern characters on the ancient 


drama—Farquhar, who drew his pictures from fancy, rather than from 


nature, and whoſe chief merit confiſts in the agreeable pertneſs and viyacity 
of his dialogue—Addiſon, whoſe fame as a poet greatly exceeded his genius, 


which was cold and enervate; though he yielded to none in the character 


of an eſſayiſt, either for ſtyle or matter Swift, whoſe muſe ſeems to have 
been- mere miſanthropy : he was a cynick rather than a poet, and his natural 
dryneſs and ſarcaſtick ſeyerity would have been unpleaſing, had not he qua- 
lified them, by adopting the extravagant humour of Lucian and Rabelais 
Prior, lively, familiar, and amuſing---Rowe, ſolemn, florid, and declamatorys.. 
Pope, the prince of lyric poetry, unrivalled in ſatire, ethicks, and poliſhed 
verſification---the agreeable Parne]---the wild, the witty, and the whimſical 


Garth—Gay, whoſe fables may vie with thoſe of La Fontaine, in native 


humour, eaſe, and ſimplicity ; and whoſe genius for paſtoral was truely 
original. Dr. Bentley ſtood foremoſt in the liſt of criticks and commentators. 


III. 
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Sir Chriſtopher Wren raiſed ſome noble monuments of architecture. The 


moſt remarkable political writers were Dayenant, Hare, nity Steele, Aldi- 
ſon, Bolingbroke, and Trenchard, 
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$I. George II. n/cends the throne of Great-Britain. 


$ Ul. 
Characters of the principal perſons concerned in the miniſtry, 
$ III. Debates in parliament concerning the civil-liſi, 


IV. Changes and promotions. & V. New parliament. 
$ VI. Violent diſpute concerning the national debt. & VII. 
Vote of credit. & VIII. A double marriage betaveen the 
houſes of Spain and Portugal. | IX. Liberality of the 


Commons. & X. Debate on the ſubſidies to Heſſe-Caſſel and 
Wolfenbuttle. & XI. Committee for inſpecting the gaoli. 


§ XII. Addreſs touching the Spaniſh depredations. & XIII. 
A ſum voted to the King, on account of arrears due on the 
revenue. XIV. Proceedings in the Houſe of 


crvil-liff 
Lords. & RV. Wiſe conduct of the Iriſh parliament. 


$ XVI. Abdication of the King of Sardinia. Death of Pape 


Benedict XIII. $ XVII. Subflance of the King's ſpeech 
to both Houſes, & XVIII. Objefions to the treat 'y of Se- 
ville in the Houſe of Lords. $ XIX. Oppoſition in the 
Lower Houſe ts a flanding army. $ XX. Bill prohibiting 
loans to foreign princes or flates. & XXI. Charter of the 
Eat India company prolonged. $XXII. The Emperor reſents 
the treaty of Seville. & XXIII. Seven Indian chiefs arrive 
in England. Revolution at Conſtantinople. $ XXIV, 
England infeſted with robbers, aſſaſſins, and incendiaries. 
 $ XXV. Bill againſt penſioners fitting as members in the 
Houſe of Commons. $ XXVI. Treaty of Vienna. & XXVII. 
Death of the Duke of Parma. & XXVIIL Don Carlos 
takes poſſeſſion of his territories. & XXIX. France di- 
firafted by religious diſputes. $ XXX. The miniſtry vio- 
lently oppoſed in parliament, & XXXI. Debate on 0 
flanding army. & XXXII. Account of the charitable 
corporation, $ XXIII. Revival of the ſaltelax. 
XXXIV. 
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XXV. Mr. Pulteney's name flruck out of the lit of 
privy-counſeilors, ꝙ XXXV. The King ſets out for 


Hanover. 


.I. I the acceſſion of George II. the nation had 
3 great reaſon to with for an alteration of mea- 
ſures. The publick debt, notwithſtanding the boaſted 
| economy and management of the miniſters; notwith- 
ſtanding the ſinking fund, which had been extolled as a 
growing treaſure ſacred to the diſcharge of national in- 
cumbrances; was now increaſed to fifty millions two 
hundred ſixty-one thouſand two hundred and ſix pounds, 
nineteen ſhillings, eight pence three farthings. The king- 
dom was bewildered in a labyrinth of treaties and con- 
ventions, by which it ſtood engaged in pecuniary ſub- 
ſidies to many powers upon the continent, with whom its 
real intereſts could never be connected. The wealth of 
the nation had been laviſhed upon theſe foreign con- 
nexionsz upon unneceſſary wars, and fruitleſs expeditions. 
[Dangerous encroachments had been made upon the con- 


ſtitution, by the repeal of the act for triennial parlia- 


ments; by frequent ſuſpenſions of the Habeas Corpus act 
upon frivolous occaſions ; by repealing clauſes in the act 
of ſettlement z by votes of credit; by habituating the 
people to a ſtanding army ; and, above all, by eſtabliſhing 
a ſyſtem of corruption, which at all times would ſecure a 
majority in parliament. The nature of prerogative, by 
which the liberties of the nation had formerly been often 
endangered, was now ſo well underſtood, and ſo ſecurely 
geſtrained, that it could no longer be uſed for the fame 
ppreſſive purpoſes ; beſides, an avowed extenſion of the 
rerogative- required more ability, courage, and reſolution, 
han the preſent miniſtry could exert. They underſtood 
heir own ſtrength, and had recourſe to a more fafe and 


I! the age, the almoſt total extinction of ſentiment, ho- 
our, and public ſpirit, had prepared the minds of men 
br ſlavery and corruption. The means were in the hands 
Ok of 


feCtual expedient. The vice, luxury, and proſtitution 
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of the miniſtry; the publick treaſure was at their dero. 
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mage. 
tion; they multiplied places and penſions, to increaſe the - 
number of their dependents: they ſquandered away the of the J 
money of the nation without taſte, diſcernment, decency, Houſe, | 
or remorſe ; they inliſted an army of the moſt abandoned Lafins of 
emiſſaries, whom they employed to vindicate the work of eloqu 
meaſures, in the face of truth, common ſenſe, and common wad & 
honeſty ; and they did not fail to ſtigmatize as Jacobites, jects, th: 
and enemies to the government, all thoſe who preſumed ty from ign 
queſtion the merit of their adminiſtration. part of h 
II. The ſupreme direction of affairs was not yet engrol- chiefly in 
ſed by a fingle miniſter. Lord Townſhend had the reputz Hof the p1 
tion of conducting the external tranſactions relating to tren. ſock-jobl 
ties and negociations. He is ſaid to have underſtood that Moen hir 
province, though he did not always follow the dictates of dies þ 
his own underſtanding. He poſſeſſed an extenſive fund offi A ere 
knowledge; and was well acquainted with the functions of pacity ene 
his office. The Duke of N. his colleague, was not remark-iſh:. own a 
able for any of theſe qualifications; he owed his promotion n the wh 
to his uncommon zeal for the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, bs 
and the ſtrength of his intereſt in parliament, rather than 0 rely to en 
his judgment, preciſion, or any other intellectual merit. WW the Tor 
Lord C. who may be counted an auxiliary, though not im. aging as: 
mediately concerned in the adminiſtration, had diſtinguiſhed i 
himſelf in the character of envoy at ſeveral courts in Europe FF EW 
He had attained an intimate knowledge of all the different a > 
intereſts and connexions ſubſiſting among the powers ang his pre 
the continent; and he infinitely ſurpaſſed all the miniſtenn 17 
in learning and capacity. He was, indeed, the only man. "Ae 
of genius employed under this government. He {poke alluence ar 
with eaſe and propriety z his conceptions Were juſt and pally con 
lively; his inferences bold; his counſels vigorous ue late K. 
warm. Yet he depreciated his talents, by acting in a ſub ciated 1 
ordinate character to thoſe whom he deſpiſed; and lceme "i ge 
to look upon the pernicious meaſures of a bad miniſtn ope, he ha 
with ſilent contempt, rather than with avowed an ne 
The interior government of Great-Britain was on ould fubje: 
| | manage 
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managed by Sir Robert W. a man of extraordinary talents, C 1 p. 


who had from low beginnings raiſed himſelf to the head 
of the Treaſury. Having obtained a ſeat in the Lower 
Houſe, he declared himſelf one of the moſt forward par- 
tiſans of the Whig faction. He was endued with a ſpecies 
of eloquence, which, though neither nervous nor elegant, 
lowed with great facility, and was ſo plauſible on all ſub- 
jects, that even when he miſrepreſented the truth, whether 
from ignorance or deſign, he ſeldom failed to perſuade that 

art of his audience for whoſe hearing his harangue was 
chiefly intended. He was well acquainted with the nature 
of the public funds, and underſtood the whole myſtery of 


Lind were actuated by a ſordid thirſt of lucre; he had ſa- 
city enough to convert the degeneracy of the times to 


d the whole ſuperſtructure of his ſubſequent adminiſtra- 
jon. In the late reign he had, by dint of ſpeaking deci- 


f the Tory miniſters, by his activity in elections, and en- 
aging as a projector in the ſchemes of the monied-intereſt, 
come a leading member in the Houſe of Commons. By 
is ſufferings under the Tory parliament, he attained the 
nk of a martyr to his party; his intereſt, his reputation, 
nd his preſumption daily increaſed ; he oppoſed Sunder- 
nd as his rival in power, and headed a dangerous defec- 
ton from the miniſtry, which evinced the greatneſs of his 
fluence and authority. He had the glory of being prin- 
pally concerned in effecting a reconciliation between 
e late King and the Prince of Wales; then he was re- 
ſociated in the adminiſtration with additional credit; 
d, from the death of the Earls of Sunderland and Stan- 
ope, he had been making long ſtrides towards the office 


ould ſubject him to the hatred, the eee and reproach 
or 


ſtock-jobbing. This knowledge procured a connexion be- 
tween him and the money-corporations, which ſerved to n 
enhance his importance. He perceived the bulk of man- 


tis own advantage; and on this, and this alone, he found- 


wely to every queſtion, by boldly impeaching the conduct 


| prime-miniſter, He knew the maxims he had adopted 
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of ſome individuals, who had not yet reſigned all ſenti. 
ments of patriotiſm, nor all views of oppoſition ; but the 
number of theſe was inconſiderable, when compared to 
that which conſtituted the body of the community; and 


he would not ſuffer the conſideration of ſuch antagoniſt; 


to come in competition with his ſchemes of power, afflu- 
ence, and authority. Nevertheleſs, low as he had hum- 
bled antiminiſterial aſſociation, it required all his artifice 


to elude, all his patience and natural phlegm to bear the 


powerful arguments that were urged, and the keen ſatire 
that was exerciſed againſt his meaſures and management, 
by a few members in the oppoſition. Sir William Wynd- 
ham poſſeſſed all the energy of elocution ; Mr. Shippen 


was calm, intrepid, ſhrewd, and farcaſtic; Mr. Hunger- 


ford, fly, inſinuating, and ironical. Mr. W. P. inherited 
from nature a good underſtanding, which he had ſtudioully 
cultivated. He was one of the moſt learned members in 
the Houſe of Commons, extremely well qualified to judge 


ol literary productions; ; well read in hiſtory and poli- 


ticks; deeply ſkilled in the Britiſh conſtitution, the detail 
of government, and the nature of the finances. He ſpoke 
with freedom, fluency, and uncommon warmth of decla- 


mation, which was ſaid to be the effect of perſonal ani- 


moſity to Sir R. W. with whom he had been formerly 
connected. 

$ III. An expreſs arriving on the fourteenth day of 
June, with an account of the King's death, his late 
Majeſty King George II. repaired from Richmond, where 
he received this intelligence, to Leiceſter-Houſe; and the 


members of the privy-council being aſſembled, were ſworn 


a-new. The King declared his firm purpoſe to preſerve 
the conſtitution in church and ſtate, and to cultivate 
thoſe alliances which his father had made with foreign 
princes. At the ſame time, he took and ſubſcribed the 
oath for the ſecurity of the church of Scotland, as required 
by the act of Union. Next day he was proclaimed King 
of Great-Britain. The parliament aſſembled in purſuance 
of the act made for that purpoſe ; but was immedi 
proroguel 
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month. All the great officers of ſtate continued in their 
places : Sir Robert Walpole kept poſſeſſion of the Trea- 
ſury 3 and the ſyſtem of politicks which the late king 
had eſtabliſhed underwent no ſort of alteration. The 
King, in his ſpeech to both Houſes at the opening of the 
ſeſſion, profeſſed a fixed reſolution to merit the love and 
 affetion*of his people, by maintaining them in the full 
enjoyment of their religious and civil rights. He pro- 


miſed to leſſen the publick expenſe as ſoon as the circum- 


ſtances of affairs would permit: he obſerved to the Com- 
mons, that the grant of the greateſt part of the civil-liſt 
revenues was now determined; and that it would be ne- 
ceflary for them to make a new proviſion ſor the ſupport 
| of him and his family : laſtly, he recommended it to both 
Houſes to diſpatch the buſineſs that ſhould be neceſſarily 


brought before them, as the ſcaſon of the year and the 


circumſtances of time required their preſence in the coun- 
try. Addreſſes of condolance and congratulation being 


drawn up and preſented, the Commons, in a committee of 


| Wl the whole Houſe, took into conſideration a motion for a 
e fupply to his Majeſty. Sir Robert Walpole having ob- 
- WH {xrved that the annual ſum of ſeven hundred thouſand 


fallen ſhort every year; and that his preſent Majeſty's 
expenſes were likely to increaſe, by reaſon of the largeneſs 
of his family, moved that the entire revenues of the civil- 
liſt, which produced about eight hundred thouſand pounds 
per annum, ſhould be ſettled on the King during his life. 
Mr. Shippen oppoſed this motion, as inconſiſtent with the 


ought to be very frugal in exerciſing the right of giving 
way the publick money. He ſaid the > of ſeven 
hundred thouſand pounds was not obtained for his late 
Majeſty without a long and folemn debate; and every 
member who contended for it at that time allowed it to 
be an ample royal revenue: that, although his Majeſty's 
family ſhould be enlarged, a circumſtance which had been 
urged 


prorogued by commiſſion to the twenty-ſeventh day of the C H & P. 


pounds granted to, and ſettled on the late King, had 


truſt repoſed in them as repreſentatives of the people, who 
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urged as one reaſon for the motion, he preſumed the ap- pounds 


pointments of Prince Frederick would be much inferior ¶ change 


to thoſe ſettled on his preſent Majeſty when he was Prince 
of Wales: beſides, it was to be hoped that many perſonal, 
many particular expenſes in the late reign, eſpecially thoſe 
for frequent journies to Hanover, would be diſcontinued, 


pounds 
ment w 
were gl 


tected p 


and entirely ceaſe. He obſerved that the civil-liſt branches ¶ deſtroye 
in the Queen's reign did not often exceed the ſum of five ¶ ſold a 
hundred and fifty thouſand pounds; nevertheleſs, ſhe I manded, 
called upon her parliament but once, in a reign of thirteen lit; anc 
years, to pay the debts contracted in her civil govern-¶ ved to 
ment; and theſe were occafioned by the unparalleled in- ſanding 
ſtances of her piety and generoſity. She gave the firſt- demande 
fruits and tenths, ariſing to nineteen thouſand pounds {Mnew incu 
a-year, as an augmentation of the maintenance of the poor Nmiral By 
clergy. She beſtowed five thouſand pounds per annum, Neonſidera 
out of the Poſt-office, on the Duke of Marlborough: ſhe ¶ thouſand 
ſuffered ſeven hundred pounds to be charged weekly on Necretly d 


Palatines: ſhe exhibited many other proofs of royal boun- 
ty; and immediately before her death ſhe had formed 2 


occaſional taxes, many exceſſive ſums were raifed, and al 
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the ſame office, for the ſervice of the publick : ſhe ex- 
pended ſeveral hundred thouſand pounds in building the 
caſtle of Blenheim: ſhe allowed four thouſand pounds' 
annually to Prince Charles of Denmark : ſhe ſuſtained 
great loſſes by the tin contract: ſhe ſupported the poor 


plan of retrenchment, which would have reduced her 
yearly expenſes to four hundred and fifty-nine thouſand 
nine hundred and forty-one pounds. He affirmed that a 
million a-year would not be ſufficient to carry on the 
exorbitant expenſes, ſo often and ſo juſtly complained of 
in the Houſe of Commons: that over and above the 
yearly allowance of ſeven hundred thouſand pounds, mary 


ſunk in the bottomleſs gulf of ſecret ſervice. Two 
hundred and fifty thouſand pounds were raiſed in defiance 
of the ancient parliamentary methods, to ſecure the king 
dom from a Swediſh invaſion: then the two inſurance 


offices were erected, and paid near three hundred thou 
| pounds 


nere 1 


pounds for their charters: our enmity with Sweden being 
changed into alliance, a ſubſidy of ſeventy-two thouſand 


ment with that crown : four-and- twenty thouſand pounds 


fected places, though the goods, which ought to have been 


W fold: a ſum of five hundred thouſand pounds was de- 
manded, and granted, for paying the debts of the civil- 
lit ; and his Majeſty declared, by meſſage, he was re- 
ſolved-to retrench his expenſes for the future. Notwith- 
ſanding this reſolution, in leſs than four years, a new 
demand of the like ſum was made and granted, to diſcharge 

new incumbrances : the Spanith ſhips. of war which Ad- 


conſiderable ſum of money; one hundred and twenty-five 
thouſand pounds were granted in the laſt ſeſſion, to be 


ill a debt in the civil government, amounting to above fix 
zmazing extravagance happened under the conduct of 
perſons pretending to ſurpaſs all their predeceſſors in the 
nowledge and care of the publick revenue; that as none 


probability, employed in ſervices not fit to be owned. 


hidden truths, and concealed iniquities, might produce 
liſt of all ſuch as had been perverted from their publick 


t 3 
he aty by private penſions; who had been the hired ſlaves 
of nd the corrupt inſtruments of a profuſe and vain-glorious 


immiſtration. He propoled, that, inſtead of granting an 
dition to the civil-liſt, they ſhould reſtrict that revenue 


"wo erds, “ in like manner as they were granted and con- 
tinued to his late Majeſty, ſo as to make up the clear 
yearly ſum of ſeven hundred thouſand pounds.” To 
cle particulars, which were indeed unanſwerable, no 
* | 11. 1 3 
ply was made. Even this mark of decency was laid 


pounds was implicitly granted, to ſulfil ſome ſecret engage- 
were given for burning merchant ſhips arrived from in- 


deſtroyed for the publick fafety, were afterwards privately 


ecretly diſpoſed of for the publick utility; and there was 


df theſe ſums had been accounted for, they were, in all 


e ſaid, he heartily wiſhed that time, the great diſcoverer 


da certain ſum, by concluding. the queſtion with theſe 
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miral Byng took in the Mediterranean were ſold for a 


hundred thouſand pounds. He took notice, that this 
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aſide, as idle and ſuperfluous. The Houſe agreed to the 
motion ; and a bill was brought in for the better ſupport 
of his Majeſty's houſehold. The Commons having re- 
ceived a meſſage from the King, deſiring they would make 
further proviſion for the Queen his conſort, reſolved, That 
in caſe ſhe ſhould ſurvive his Majeſty, the ſum of one 


hundred thouſand pounds ſhould be ſettled upon her for 
life, charged upon the revenues of the civiklift, together 


with his Majeſty's palace of Somerſet-Houſe, and Rich- 
mond Old Park. A bill was formed on this reſolution, 
which, as well as the other, paſſed both Houſes : and re- 


ceived the royal aſſent on the ſeventeenth day of July, 


when the King, in a ſpeech to both Houſes, expreſſed 
his ſatisfaction with their conduct; and congratulated 
them upon the wealth and glory of the nation, by which 
they had acquired ſuch weight in holding the balance of 
Europe. Then the Lord-Chancellor prorogued the parlia- 
ment to the twenty-ninth day of Auguſt ; but on the 
ſeventh of that month a proclamation was ifſued for difloly- 
ing this, and convoking another. | 3 
FIV. In the interim ſome changes were made in differ. 
ent departments of civil my. Lord Viſcount Tor- 


rington was placed at the he ad of the Admiralty : the Earl 


of Weſtmorland was appointed firſt lord-commiſſioner 
of trade and plantations. Philip Dormer Stanhope, Earl 
of Cheſterfield, a nobleman remarkable for his wit, elo- 
quence, and poliſhed manners, was nominated ambaſſador 
to the Hague. The privy-council being diſſolved, another 
was appointed of the members then preſent. The Duke 
of Devonſhire was dignified with the place of preſident; 
and the Duke of St. Alban's was appointed maſter of the 
horſe. On the eleventh day of October the coronation of 
the King and Queen was performed at Weſtminſter 
Abbey, with the uſual folemniry *. By this time the 


courts 


* King George II. aſcended the throne in the forty- fourth year of J 
age. On the ſecond day of September, 1705, he eſpouſed the Poe 
Wilhelmina Charloits Caroline, daughter to John Frederick Marquis 
| | Brardenbulh 
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courts of France and Spain were perfectly reconciled : all 
Europe was freed from the calamities of war; and the 
peace of Great-Britain ſuffered no interruption, except from 
ſome tranſient tumults among the tinners of Cornwall, 
who, being provoked by a ſcarcity of corn, roſe in arms, 
and plundered the granaries of that county. 
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6 V. The elections in England and Scotland for the par- 


lament having ſucceeded on the new ſyſtem, according 
to the wiſhes of the miniſtry, the two Houſes met on the 
twenty-third day of January, when the Commons unani- 
mouſly choſe for their Speaker Arthur Onſlow, Eſquire, 


knight of the ſhire for Surrey, a gentleman of extenſive 


knowledge, worth, and probity, grave, eloquent, vene- 
rable, and every way qualified for the diſcharge of that 
honourable and important office. The King, in his ſpeech 
to this new parliament, declared, that, by the laſt ad- 
vices from abroad, he had reaſon to hope the difficulties 


which had hitherto retarded the execution of the prelimi- 


- WW varies, and the opening of the congreſs, would ſoon be 
entirely removed: in the mean time, he repreſented the 
-W abſolute neceſſity of continuing the preparations which 


had hitherto ſecured the nation, and prevented an open 


rupture in Europe. He promiſed, that his firſt care ſhould 
be to reduce from time to time the expenſe of the publick, 
as often, and as ſoon as the intereſt and ſafety of his people 
would permit ſuch reduction. He expreſſed an earneſt 


for the increaſe and encouragement of ſeamen in general, 
that they might be invited rather than compelled into the 
ſervice of their country. Finally, he recommended una- 
nimity, zeal, and diſpatch of the publick buſineſs. Thoſe 
ſpeeches, penned by the miniſter, were compoſed with a 
view to ſoothe the minds of the people into an immediate 

Vol. H. Pt. concurrence 


Brandenburgh-Anſpach, by whom he had two ſons, Frederick Lovis Prince 


William Auguſtus, born at London, on the fifteenth day of April, 1721. 
1is ee Oe had likewiſe bor'n four princeſſes, namely, Anve, Amelia, Carolina, 
Mary, and was afterwards delivered of Louiſa, married in the ſequel te the 
King of Denmark, 


deſire of ſeeing the foundation laid of an effectual ſcheme 


| of Wales, born at Hanover, on the thirty- firſt day of January, 1707, and 
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BOOK concurrence with the meaſures of the government; but 


off tl 

* , without any intention of performing thoſe promiſes of Sq, 

ar” wa ceconomy, oration; and national advantage. The ke 
to Houſes ſeemed to vie with each other in expreſſions letting 

of applauſe and affection to his Majeſty. The Lords, in paſſed 

their addreſs, hailed him as the beſt of kings, and true The 1, 

father of his country. The Commons expreſſed the warm- don p 

eſt ſenſe of gratitude for the bleſſings they enjoyed in ready 

his reign, though it was not yet eight months old. They affect 

approved « of all his tranſactions; promiſed to ſupport him burthe 

in all his undertakings; and declared they would chear- end > 

fally grant whatever ſupplies ſhould be wanted for the petitic 

publick ſervice. Having conſidered the eſtimates which having 

were laid before them by order of his Majeſty, they voted . 
two-and-twenty thouſand nine hundred and fifty-five men ſand x 

for guards and garriſons; and fifteen thouſand ſeamen for e 

1 the ſervice of the enſuing year. They granted two hun- ſtoring 
4 dred and thirty thouſand nine hundred and twenty-three requel 


pounds, for the maintenance of twelve thouſand Heſſian WF 
troops; a ſubſidy of fifty thouſand pounds to the King of 


remair 
Sweden; and half that ſum to the Duke of Brunſwick e 
Wolfenbuttel*. The expenſe of the year amounted to four meſſag 
millions, raiſed by a land-tax of three ſhillings in the a dang 


pound, a malt-tax, and by borrowing of the Bank one W Pylten 
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million ſeven hundred and fifty thouſand pounds; for of acc 

| which annuities to the amount of ſeventy thouſand pounds, parlian 

to be raiſed by duties on coals imported into the city of WW ments, 

London, were granted to that corporation. | The C 

| $ VI. All theſe ſums, however, were not granted witl- Torf the 

out queſtion. The number of land- forces occaſioned gated t 
a debate; and the Heſſian auxiliaries were not allowed membe 
. without diſpute and oppoſition. When they deliberated applied 
on the loan of the Bank, Mr. W. Pulteney obſerved, that with a 
1 the ſhifting of funds was but perperuating taxcs, and putting million 
_ FX 

* Nothing could be a greater burleſque upon negociation than this io farthin 

of alliance concluded with the petty Puke of Welfenbuttel, who very geren the fall 


guarantees to his Britannick Majeſty the poſſeſſion of his three Kingdom | F | 
and obliges himſeif to ſupply his Majeſty with five thouſand men, in conßd . cmon 
ation of an annual ſubſidy of hve-and-twentr thouſand pounds for four gets 
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off the evil day; that notwithſtanding the great merit 
which ſome perſons had built on the ſinking fund, it ap- 
peared that the national debt had been increaſed Bae the 
| ſetting up that pompous project. Some warm altercation 
paſſed between him and Sir Robert Walpole on this ſubject. 


| The lord-mayor, aldermen, and common-council of Lon- 
don preſented a petition, ſetting forth, that the duties al- 
ready laid upon coals and culm imported into London 


affected the trade of that city only ; that the inequality of the 
burthen was a great diſcouragement to their manufactures, 
and an hardſhip upon all the trading inhabitants. The 
petition was rejected, and the tax impoſed. The Houſe 


having addreſſed the King for a particular and diſtinct ac- 


count of the diſtribution of two hundred and fifty thou- 
| ſand pounds, charged to have been iſſued for ſecuring the 


trade and navigation of the kingdom, and preſerving and re- 


ſtoring the peace of Europe, he declined granting their 


requeſt, but ſignified in general, that part of the money 
had been iſſued and diſburſed by his late Majeſty, and the 
| remainder by himſelf, for carrying on the ſame neceſſary 


ſervices, which required the greateſt ſecreſy. Such a 
meſſage in the reign of King William would have raiſed 
a dangerous flame in the Houſe of Commons. Mr. W. 
| Pulteney inveighed againſt ſuch a vague and general way 
of accounting for the publick money, as tending to render 
| parliaments altogether inſignificant, to cover embezzle- 


| ments, and to ſcreen corrupt and rapacious minilters. 


| The Commons having taken into conſideration the ſtate 
| of the national debt, examined the accounts, and interro- 
gated the proper officers. A motion was made by a court 


member, that it appeared the monies already iſſued and 
applied towards diſcharging the national debts, together 


| with a ſum to be iſſued at Lady-day, amounted to fix 
millions ſix hundred forty-eight thouſand ſeven hundred 


| and fixty-two pounds, five ſhillings, one penny, one 


farthing. In vain did the leaders of oppoſition expoſe 
| the fallacious tendency of this motion. In vain did they 


demonſtrate the fraudulent artifice uſed in drawing up the | 
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BOOK accounts: the motion was carried; and ſeveral reſolutions 


—— 3 


were taken on the ſtate of the national debts. In the 
,articular account of theſe debts, upon which the Houſe 
reſolved to form a repreſentation to his Majeſty, an article 
of three hundred thouſand pounds relating to the duty 
upon wrought plate was totally omitted. This extraordi- 
nary omiſſion being diſcovered, gave riſe to a very warm 
debate, and to very ſevere reflexions againſt thoſe who 
ſuperintended the publick accounts. This error being rec- 
tified, a committee appointed, for the purpoſe drew up 
the repreſentation, containing a particular detail of the 
national debts diſcharged and incurred ſince the twenty- 
fifth day of December, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſixteen, with a ſtate of the finking fund and 
of the publick credit. The draft being approved by 
the Houſe, was preſented to the King, who received it 
graciouſly. He took this opportunity of ſaying, that the 
proviſion made for gradually diſcharging the national debt 
was now become ſo certain and conſiderable, that nothing 
bur ſome unforeſeen event could alter or diminiſh it: a 
circumſtance that afforded the faireſt proſpect of ſeeing the 
old debts diſcharged, without any neceſlity of incurring 
new incumbrances. EY | „„ | 
- $ VII. This anſwer, fraught with many other expreſ- 
fions of fatherly tenderneſs for his people, paved the way 
for a meſſage to the Houſe, demanding a vote of credit to 
fulfil certain engagements entered into, and concerted with 
the advice and concurrence of the laſt parliament, for 
ſecuring the trade and navigation of the kingdom, and 
for reſtoring and preſerving the peace of Europe. Though 
a debate enſued upon this meſſage, the majority reſolved 
that an addreſs ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, de- 
claring the duty and fidelity of the Commons, their entire 
confidence in his royal care and goodneſs, and their readi- 
neſs to enable his Majeſty to fulfil his engagements. A 
vote of credit paſſed accordingly. During this ſeſſion, 
the peers were chiefly employed in examining copies of 
ſeveral treaties and alliances which the King ſubmitted to 

| their 
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their peruſal; they likewiſe prepared a bill for amending 
the ſtatute of limitation, which, however, did not paſs into 
a law: they conſidered the ſtate of the national debt; a 


ſubject fruitful of debates: they paſſed the mutiny-bill, 
and thoſe that were ſent. up from the Commons, touching 


the ſupplies ; together with an act, obliging ſhips arriving 


from infected places to pores quarantine 3 and ſome 
others of a more private nature. Theſe bills having re. 
ceived the royal aſſent, the King cloſed the ſeſſion on the 


twenty-eighth day of May, when he thanked the Commons 
for the effectual ſupplies they had raiſed, and in particular, 
for having empowered him to borrow five hundred thou- 
ſand pounds for the diſcharge of wages due to the ſeamen 
employed in the navy. 

$ VIII. England was at this period quite barren of re- 
markable events. 'The King's uncle, Erneſt Auguſtus, 
Prince of Brunſwick, Duke of York, and Biſhop of 
Oſnabruck, died on the third day of Auguſt, and was 
ſucceeded in the biſhoprick by the Elector of Cologn, 
according to the pactum by which Oſnabruck is alter- 


nately poſſeſſed by the houſe of Brunſwick and chat 


Elector. In the beginning of December, his Majeſty's 


eldeſt ſon Prince Frederick arrived in England from Hano- 


ver, where he had hitherto reſided, was introduced into 


the privy-counci}, and created Prince of Wales. Signior 


Como, reſident from the Duke of Parma, was ordered to 
quit the kingdom, becauſe his maſter paid to the Pretender 
the honours due to the King of Great-Britain. The 
congreſs opened at Soiſſons, for determining all diſputes 
among the powers of Europe, proved ineffectual. Such 


difficulties occurred in ſettling and reconciling ſo many 


different pretenſions and intereſts, that the contracting 


parties in the alliance of Hanover propoſed a prov inona! 


treaty, concerning which no definitive anſwer was given 


| as yet by the courts of Vienna and Madrid. The fate of 


Europe, therefore, continued in ſuſpenſe : the Engliſh 
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fleet lay inactive and rotting in the Weſt-Indies: the 


ſailors periſhed miſerably, without daring to avenge their 


country” 5 
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B O O K country's wrongs ; while the Spaniſh' cruiſers committed 
depredations with impunity on the commerce of Great. 
Britain. 'The court of Spain, at this junCture, ſeemed 
cold and indifferent with regard to a pacification with Eng. 
land. It had renewed a good underſtanding with France, 
and now ſtrengthened its intereſt by a double alliance of 
marriage with the royal family of Portugal. The Infanta 
of this houſe was betrothed to the Prince of Aſturias: 
while the Spaniſh Infanta, formerly afſianced to the French 
King, was now matched with the Prince of Braſil, eldeſt 

| ſon of his Portugueſe Majeſty. In the month of Janu- 
ary, the two courts met in a wooden houſe built over the 
little river Coya, that ſeparates the two kingdoms, and 
there the princeſſes were exchanged. 

IX. The parliament of Great-Britain meeting accord- 
ing to their laſt prorogation on the twenty-firſt day of 
January, the King in his ſpeech communicated the nature 
of the negociation at the congreſs. He demanded ſuch 

' ſupplies as might enable him to act vigorouſly in concert 
with his allies, provided his endeavours to eſtabliſh an ad- 
vantageous peace ſhould miſcarry : and he hinted, that the 
dilatory conduct of the courts of Vienna and Madrid pro- 
ceeded in a great meaſure from the hopes that were given, 
of creating diſcontents and diviſions among the ſubjects 
of Great-Britain. This ſuggeſtion was a miniſterial arti: 
fice to inflame the zeal and reſentment of the nation, and 
" intimidate the members in the oppoſition. Accord- 
ingly the hint was purſued, and in the addrefles from 
both Houſes, that could not fail of being agreeable, con- 
ſidering the manner in which they were dictated, particu- 
lar notice was taken of this article: both Peers and Com- 
mons expreſſed their deteſtation and abhorrence of thoſe, 
who, by ſuch baſe and unnatural artiſices, ſuggeſted the 
means of diſtreſſing their country, and clamoured at the 
inconveniencies which they themſelves had occaſioned 
In theſe addreſſes, likewiſe, the parhament congratulated 
his Majeſty on the arrival of the Prince of Wales in hit 
Britiſh dominions; and the Commons ſent a particular 
compliment 
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compliment to his royal highneſs on that occaſion. The 
eſtimates having been examined in the uſual form, the 
Houſe voted fifteen thouſand ſeamen for the enſuing year : 
but the motion for continuing the fame number of land- 
forces which had been allowed in the preceding year, was 
not carried without diſpute. All the arguments againſt a 
ſtanding army in time of peace, as inconſiſtent with the 
Britiſh conſtitution, and dangerous to the liberties of the 
people, were repeated with great vivacity by Mr. Shippen 
and Mr. W. Pulteney. Theſe, however, were ant ſwered, 
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and repreſented as abſurd, by Mr. Horatio Walpole and 


Mr. D. two ſtaunch adherents of the miniſter. The firſt 
had, in deſpite of nature, been employed in different ne- 
goclations: he was blunt, aukward, and ſlovenly: an orator 


without eloquence, an n without dignity, and 2 


plenipotentiary without addreſs. The other had natural 
parts and acquired knowledge; ſpoke with confidence; and 
in diſpute was vain, farcaſtick, petulant, and verboſe. 

X. The ſubſidies to Sweden, Heſſe-Caſſel, and Wol- 
fenbuttel were continued, notwithſtanding the remon- 
ſtrances of Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Mr. Lutwyche, and Mr. 
Pulteney 3 which laſt obſerved, that as the Landgrave of 
Heſſe-Caſſel, and the Duke of Brunſwick Wolfenbuttel, 


uſually maintained a certain number of troops in their 


pay, it was but reaſonable that Great-Brizai ſhould de- 
fray no more than the expenſe of the additional forces 
which thoſe powers had raiſed, in conſequence of their 


conventions with the King of England. Sir Robert 


Walpole perceiving that this remark made an impreſſion _ 


on the Houſe, thought it neceflary to vindicate h1s mea- 


ſure : he expatiated upon the wiſdom of the late King, in 


concluding the Hanover alliance. He affirmed that the 


convention with Heſſe-Caſſel had prevented a war in the 
empire, for which the court of Vienna had made great 


preparations: that the Emperor had not only augmented 


his own forces by the help of Spaniſh ſubſidies, Tut alſo 
retained the troops of three electors ; ; and if he had not 
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BOOK been over-awed by the Heſſians, would certainly have re- 


II. 


$ , jected the preliminaries, and all other advances towards a 


1728. 


in the Weſt-Indies. 
ordered the lords of the Admiralty to produce the other 


pacification: that, therefore, they ought not to grudge an 
expenſe which had already proved ſo beneficial to the tran- 
quillity of Europe. Sir Joſeph Jekyll replied, that what- 
ever gloſs might be put upon ſuch meaſures, they were re- 
pugnant to the maxims by which England in former times 
had ſteered and ſquared its conduct with relation to its 
intereſt abroad: that the navy was the natural ſtrength of 
Great-Britain—its beſt defence and fecurity : but if, in or- 
der to avoid a war, they ſhould be ſo free-hearted as to buy 
and maintain the forces of foreign princes, they were ne- 
ver like to fee an end of ſuch extravagant expenſes, 
This gentleman, who exerciſed the ollice of maſter of the 
Rolls, had approved himſelf a zealous defender of Whig 
principles, was an able lawyer, a ſenſible ſpeaker, and 3 

conſcientious patriot. 'The ſupplies were raifed by a con- 
tinuation of the land-tax, the duties upon malt, cyder, and 
perry, an additional impoſition on unmalted corn uſed in 


| diſtilling, and by ſale of annuities to the Bank not exceed. 
ing fifty thouſand pounds per annum. 


JI. Petitions were delivered to the Houſe of Commons 
from the merchants of London, Liverpool, and Briſtol, 


complaining of the interruptions they had ſuffered in their 


trade for ſeveral years, by the depredations of the Spaniards 
Theſe being conſidered, the Houſe 


memorials of the ſame kind which they had received, that 
they might be laid before the congreſs at Soiſſons: then 


they addreſſed his Majeſty for copies of all the letters and 


inſtructions which had been ſent to Admiral Hoſier, and 


thoſe who ſucceeded him in the command of the Welt- 


India ſquadron. Mr. Oglethorpe having been informed 


of ſhocking cruelties and oppreſſions exerciſed by gaolers 
upon their priſoners, moved for an examination into theſe 
practices, and was choſen chairman of a committee ap- 
a to enquire into the ſtate of the gaols of the king- 


They began with the Fleet-priſon, which they 
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| viſited in a body: there they found Sir William Rich, Ba- C HAP. 
| ronet, loaded with irons, by order of Bambridge the war- . 


den, to whom he had given ſome light cauſe of offence. 


| They made a diſcovery of many inhuman barbarities, which 


had been committed by that ruffian, and detected the moſt 
iniquitous ſcenes of fraud, villainy, and extortion. When 
the report was made by the committee, the Houſe unani- 
mouſly reſolved, that Thomas Bambridge, acting warden 
of the Fleet, had wilfully permitted ſeveral debtors to 
eſcape; had been guilty of the moſt notorious breaches of 
truſt, great extortions, and the higheſt crimes and miſde- 
meanours in the execution of his office; that he had arbi- 
trarily and unlawfully. loaded with irons, put into dun- 
geons, and deſtroyed priſoners for debt, under his charge, 
treating them in the moſt barbarous and cruel manner, in 
high violation and contempt of the laws of the kingdom, 
John Huggins, Eſquire, who had been warden of the Fleet- 
priſon, was ſubjected to a reſolution of the ſame nature. 
The Houſe preſented an addreſs to the King, deſiring he 


would direct his attorney-general forthwith to proſecute 


theſe perſons and their accomplices, who were committed 
priſoners to Newgate. A bill was brought in, diſabling 
Bambridge to execute the officc of warden; another for 
the better regulating the priſon of the Fleet; and for more 
effectually preventing and puniſhing arbitrary and illegal 


| praCtices of the warden of the ſaid priſon“. 
XII. Other merchants complained by petition of the 


lofles ſuſtained by the Spaniards. The Houſe, in a grand 
committee, deliberated on this ſubject, enquired into the 
particulars, examined evidence, and drew up an addreſs to 
the King, deſiring his Majeſty would be gracioully pleaſed 
to uſe his utmoſt endeavours for preventing ſuch depre- 
dations: for procuring juſt and reaſonable fatisfaCtion 
and for ſecuring to his ſubjects the free exerciſe of com- 
merce and navigation to and from the Britiſh colonies in 
America. 

It afterwards appeared that ſome of the members of this inqueſt were actu- 


ited by other motives than thoſe they profeſſed ; and the committee was ſuf- 
ered to fink into oblivion, 
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America. The King anſwered them he would uſe his beſt 
endeavours to anſwer the defires and expectations of his 


people, in an affair of ſo much importance; and they, in 


another addreſs, thanked him for his gracious anſwer, 
They did not, however, receive ſuch a ſatisfactory reply 
to a former addreſs, touching the ſum of fixty thouſand 
pounds that had been ſtated in the publick account, with- 
out ſpecification of the particular uſes to which it was ap- 
plied. His Majeſty gave them to underſtand that the mo- 
ney had been iſſued and diſburſed for ſecret ſervices; and 
that a diſtin and particular acconnt of the diſtribution 
of it could not be given without a manifeſt prejudice to 
the publick. A bill was prepared for the more effeCtual 
preventing bribery and corruption in elections for members 
of parliament; and it paſſed through the Houſe without 


\ oppoſition ;z but their attention was chiefly employed upon 


the Spaniſh depredations, which had raiſed a great clamour 
through the whole kingdom, and excited very warm dil- 
putes in parliament; for they were generally reputed the 
fruits of negligence, incapacity, or want of vigour in the 
miniſters. The Commons having made further progrels 
in the enquiry, and received freſh petitions from the mer- 
chants, paſſed ſome reſolutions, in which the Spaniards 
were accuſed of having violated the treaties ſubſiſting be- 
tween the two crowns; and with having treated inhumanly 
the maſters and crews of ſhips belonging to Great-Britain. 
They juſtified the inſtructions given to Admiral Hoſier, to 


ſeiſe and detain the flota and galleons of Spain, until juſtice 


and ſatis faction ſhould be rendered to his Majeſty and his 
allies; nay, even declared that ſuch ſeiſure would have been 


juſt, prudent, and neceſſary, tending to prevent an open 
rupture, and to preſerve the peace and tranquillity of Eu- 


rope. They again addreſſed the King to uſe his endeavours 
to procure ſatisfaction; and he promifed to comp) 
with their requeſt. 

XIII. Mr. Scroope, member for Briſtol, moved for 
an addreſs, entreating his Majeſty to order an account ef 


the produce of the civil-lift revenues for one year to be 
| | laid 
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account produced, and the Houſe, in a grand committee, 

took this affair into conſideration. The courtiers affirmed 
that they fell ſhort of the eight hundred thouſand pounds 
| ſettled upon his Majeſty ; and Mr. Scroope propoſed that 
the ſum of one hundred and fifteen thouſand pounds ſhould 
| be granted to the King, on account of thoſe deficiencies 
| and arrears. The motion was vigorouſly oppoſed by Mr. 

Pulteney and other members. They expreſſed their ſur- 
{ priſe that it ſhould be made fo late in the ſeſſion, when 
| no further demand of money could be reaſonably expected; 
| and they ſaid it was the more extraordinary, becauſe it ap- 


„„ 


accounts then before the Houſe, that the revenues of the 
civil-liſt produced yearly a much greater ſum than that for 


{- a ſelect committee, properly empowered to inveſtigate the 
de truth. The miniſters oppoſed this motion; and the queſ- 
nc tion being put, it paſſed in the negative. The majority 


ls voted the fum demanded ; and in a bill for ſettling the 


r- WW price of imported corn, they inſerted the reſolution for 


ds granting to his Majeſty the ſum of one hundred and fifteen 


x- W thouſand pounds, on account of arrears due on the civil- 
ily WM lit revenues. 


in WW ${ XIV. The Houſe of Lords having prepared a bill for 


to che more effectual puniſhment of forgery, whick was paſſed 
ice W into a law, and ordered the judges to bring in another, 
his en the report of a committee appointed to onfides the caſe 
cen WW of impriſoned debtors, at length deliberated upon the ſtate 
pen WW of the nation, particularly the poſitive demand made by 
Eu- the court of Spain for the reſtitution of Gibraltar, grounded 
urs WW on a letter written by the late king to bis Catholick Ma- 


| plainly appeared that King George J. had conſented to 
for W this reſtitution. A motion held: made for a reſolution, 


the 


peared in the former ſeſſion, from the examination of the 


which they were given. Mr. Pulteney moved that the ac- 
counts and papers ſhould be referred to the examination of 


pi MW jeſty. From a copy of the letter laid before the Houſe, it 


importing, that for the honour of his Maj jeſty, and the 
een and ſecurity of the trade and commerce of 
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BOOK the kingdom, effectual care ſhould be taken in the preſent 
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treaty that the King of Spain ſhould renounce all claim 
and pretenſion to Gibraltar and Minorca, in plain and 
ſtrong terms, a debate enſued, and the queſtion being put, 
paſſed in the negative, though not without a proteſt. Then 
the majority reſolved, that the Houſe did entirely rely upon 
his Majeſty, that he would, for maintaining the honour 
and ſecuring the trade of this kingdom, take effectual care 
in the preſent treaty to preſerve his undoubted right to 
Gibraltar and Minorca. When the Houſe examined the 
papers relating to the Spaniſh depredations, many ſevere 
reflexions were uttered againſt the conduct of the miniſtry; 
and a motion was made, to reſolve that Hoſier's expedition 
was an unreaſonable burthen on the nation : but this too 
was rejected, and occaſioned another proteſt. Nor did the 
clauſe in the corn-bill, for granting one hundred and 
fifteen thouſand pounds to his Majeſty, paſs through the 
Houſe of Peers without warm oppoſition. Divers lords 
alledged, that, inſtead of a deficiency in the civ1]-liſt reve- 
nues, there was a conſiderable ſurplus: that this was a 


new grant, and a new burthen on the people: that the 


nation was loaded, not to complete, but to augment the 


| ſum deſigned for the civil-liſt; and this at a time when 


the publick debts were increaſed ; when the taxes were 
heavily felt in all parts of the country ; when the foreign 
trade of Britain was incumbered and diminiſhed; when 
her manufactures were decayed ; her poor multiplied ; and 
ſhe was ſurrounded by many other national calamities. 
'They obſerved, that if the produce of the civil-liſt revenue 
ſhould not amount to the yearly ſum of eight hundred 
thouſand pounds, the deficiency muſt be made good to 
his Majeſty by the publick; whereas no proviſion wa 
made, by which, if the produce of theſe revennes ſhould 
exceed that ſum, the ſurplus could accrue to the benefit 
of the public: that, by this precedent, not only real de- 
ficiencies were to be made good, but alſo ſupplies were to 
be given for arrears ſtanding out at the end of eve!) 


year, which ſhould come on before the ſupplies could be 
£ anted, 
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granted, though the ſupply given to make good arrears in 
one year would certainly increaſe the ſurpluſages in an- 
| other: that the revenues of the civil-liſt were variable in 


in the produce, there might be arrears in the receipt: 
theſe might be eaſily increaſed by the management of de- 
| figning miniſters, by private directions to receivers, and 
by artful methods of ſtating accounts. All theſe argu- 
| ments, and other objections equally ſtrong and plauſible, 


| ſerved only to evince the triumph of the miniſtry over 
ſhame and ſentiment, their contempt of public ſpirit, and 
their defiance of national reproach “. 

(XV. The King had, on the twenty-fourth day of 
March, given the royal aſſent to five bills; and on the 
fourteenth day of May, the fame ſanction was given to 
thirty other bills, including an act, enabling the Queen 
to be regent in the kingdom during his Majeſty's abſence, 
e. without taking the oaths; and another for the relief of 
z nſolvent debtors. At the ſame time two-and-thirty pri- 
ne vate bills were paſſed: then the King expreſſed his ap- 
che probation of the parliament, fignified his intention to 
\en ißt his German dominions, and ordered the Chancellor 


their own nature; and even when there is a deficiency 
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| againſt this unconſcionable and unparliamentary motion, 


An. 1722. 


ere to prorogue both Houſes. His Majeſty having appointed 


ion the Queen regent of the realm, ſet out for Hanover, on 
nen the ſeventeenth day of May, in order to remove a petty 
ind miſunderſtanding which had happened between that elec- 
ies, borate and the court of Berlin. Some Hanoverian ſubjects 
nue bad been preſſed or decoyed into the ſervice of Pruſſia; 
and the regents of Hanover had ſeiſed certain Pruſſian 
ſofficers, by way of repriſal. The whole united kingdom 
of Great-Britain at this juncture enjoyed uninterrupted 


26 
by repoſe; and commerce continued to increaſe, in ſpite of 
elt l reſtriction and diſcouragement. The people of Ireland 
de. eund themſelves happy under the government of Lord 
I Ss . i | Carteret; 
ver} ® The peers that diflingviſhed themſelves in the oppoſition were Beaufort, 
4 be tord, Craven, Foley, Lichfield, Scarſdale, Gower, Mountjoy, Plymouth, 


pithurſt, Northampton, Coventry, Oxford and Mortimer, Willoughby ge 
Poke, Boyle, and Warrington. 
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BOOK Carteret ; and their parliament, aſſembling in the month 


| 8 of September, approved themſelves the fathers of their 
129. country. They eſtabliſhed funds for the diſcharge of their 


national debt, and for maintaining the expenſe of govern- 
ment: they enacted wholeſome laws for the encourage- 
ment of manufactures, trade, and agriculture 3 and they 
formed wiſe regulations in different branches of civi 
economy. Some time after this ſeſſion, which was con- 
ducted with ſo much harmony and patriotiſm, Lord Car 
teret returned to England; and was ſucceeded by the 
Duke of Dorſet in the government of that kingdom. In 
the month of May, Charles Lord 'Townſhend refigned the 
ſeals, which were given to Colonel Stanhope, now created 
Earl of Harrington; ſo that Sir R. W. now reigned 
without a rival. James Earl of Waldegrave was appointed 
ambaſſador to the court of France, which, about that time, 
was filled with joy by the birth of a dauphin. 
$ XVI. In the month of September, Victor Amadeus, 
King of Sardinia, reſigned his crown to his ſon Charles 
Emanuel, Prince of Piedmont. The father reſerved to 
himſelf a revenue of one hundred thouſand piſtoles per 
annum, retired to the caſtle of Chamberry, and eſpouſed 
the Counteſs Dowager of St. Sebaſtian, who declined the 
title of queen, but aſſumed that of Marchioneſs of So- 
merive. Though the congreſs at Soiſſons proved abor- 
tive, conferences were begun at Seville, between the ple- 
nipotentiaries of England, France, and Spain; and 3 
treaty was concluded on the ninth day of November, not 
only without the concurrence of the Emperor, but even 
contrary to his right, as eſtabliſhed by the quadruple a. 
| Hance. On this ſubje& he communicated an imperia 
commiſſorial decree to the ſtates of the empire aſſembled 
the diet at Ratiſbon, which was anſwered by the French 
miniſter De Chavigny. In October Peter II. Czar of 
Muſcovy, and grandſon of Peter I. died in the fifteenth 
year of his age, at Moſcow, and was ſucceeded on the 
Ruſſian throne by the Princeſs Anne Ivanowna, ſecond 


daughter of John Alexowitz, elder brother of 5 fir 
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Peter, and widow of Frederick William Duke of Cour- C H Ap. 


land. The following month was rendered remarkable b 
the death of Pope Benedict XIII. in whoſe room Cardinal 
Laurence Corlini was raiſed to the pontificate, and aſſumed 
the name of Clement XII. 

XVII. The Britiſh parliament Grmbling on the 
thirteenth day of January, the King gave them to under- 
ſtand, that the peace of Europe was now eſtabliſhed by the 
treaty of Seville, built upon the foundation of former 
treaties, and tending to render more effectual what the 


contracting powers in the quadruple alliance were before 
engaged to ſee performed. He aſſured them that all former 
conventions made with Spain in favour of the Britiſh 


trade and navigation were renewed and confirmed : that 


the free uninterrupted exerciſe of their commerce was 


reſtored : that the court of Spain had agreed to an ample 
reſtitution and reparation for unlawful ſeiſures and depre- 
dations : that all rights, privileges, and poſſeſſions, belong- 
ing to him and his allies, were ſolemnly re-eſtabliſhed, con- 
firmed, and guaranteed; and that not one conceſſion was 
made to the prejudice of his ſubjects. He told them he 
had given orders for reducing a great number of his land- 


forces, and for laying up great part of the fleet; and 


obſerved that there would be a conſiderable ſaving in the 
expenſe of the current year. After both Houſes had pre- 
ſented their addreſſes of thanks and congratulation to the 
King on the peace of Seville, the Lords took that treaty 


into conſideration, and it did not pals enquiry without 
ſevere animadverſion. 


XVIII. The lords in the oppoſition excepted to the ar- 
ticle by which the merchants of Great-Britain were 


obliged to make proof of their loſſes at the court of Spain. 
They ſaid this ſtipulation was a hardſhip upon Britiſh ſub- 
jets, and diſhonourable to the nation: that few would care 
to undertake ſuch a troubleſome and expenſive journey, eſ- 
pecially as they had reaſon to apprehend their claims 
would be counterbalanced by the Spaniards ; and, after 
all, they would have no more but the ſlender comfort of 


hoping 
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* hoping to obtain that redreſs by commiſſaries which they 
| had not been able to procure by plenipotentiaries. 'They 

1729, thought it very extraordinary, that Great-Britain ſhould 
be bound to ratify and guarantee whatever agreement 
ſhould be made between the King of Spain and the Duke; 
of Parma and Tuſcany, concerning the garriſons once 
eſtabliſhed in their countries : that the Engliſh ſhould be 
obliged to aſſiſt in effectuating the introduction of fir 
thouſand Spaniſh troops into the towns of Tuſcany and 
Parma, without any ſpecification of the methods to be 
taken, or the charge to be incurred in giving that aſſiſtance: 
that they ſhould guarantee for ever, not only to Don 
Carlos, but even to all his ſucceſſors, the poſſeſſion of the 

eſtates of Tuſcany and Parma; a ſtipulation which in al 
probability would involve Great-Britain in endleſs quarrel; 
and diſputes, about a country with which they had ne 


of confirming other treaties, was contradictory to the 
quadruple alliance, particularly in the article of intro- 
ducing Spaniſh troops into Tuſcany and Parma, in the 
room of neutral forces ſtipulated by the former alliance; 
and agreeing that they ſhould there remain until Don 
Carlos and his ſucceflors ſhould be ſecure and exempt 
from all events. They complained that theſe alterations 
from the tenour of the quadruple alliance were made 


out inviting him to accede; an affront which might 
alienate his friendſhip from England, and hazard the lol 
of ſuch an ancient, powerful, and faithf' ally: 
clared that throughout the whole treaty there ſeemed to be 
an artful omiſhon of any expreſs ſtipulation, to ſecurt 


Such was the ſubſtance of the objeCtions made to the peace 
then Lord Bathurſt moved for a reſolution, that the agree 
ment on the treaty of Seville, to ſecure the ſucceſſion d 
Don Carlos to the duchies of Tuſcany, Parma, and FW 
centia, with Spaniſh troops, was a manifeſt violation 4 


the fifth article of the quadruple alliance, tending 
_ jnvoin 
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| involve the nation in a dangerous and expenſive war, and CHA p. 


vas put, and the motion rejected. Such too was the fate 


right of ſovereignty, dominion, poſſeſſion, and claim to 
Gibraltar and Minorca were not aſcertained by the treaty 
of Seville; ; and that the ſtipulations in that treaty for 
| repairing the loſſes of the Britiſh merchants were inſuf- 
| ficient and precarious. The majority, far from ſtigma- 


| all neceſſary ſtipulations for maintaining and ſecuring the 
| honour, dignity, rights, and poſſeſſions of the crown: that 
| all due care was taken therein for the ſupport of the trade 
| of the kingdom, and for repairing the loſſes ſuſtained by 
| the Britiſh merchants. On theſe reſolutions an addreſs of 
| approbation was founded: but, when a motion was made 


laid before the Houſe a liſt of all penſions payable to the 
| crown, it was immediately reſolved in the negative. Divers 
"I conteſts of the ſame kind aroſe upon the mutiny-bill, the 


penſion- bill, and the maintenance of the twelve thouſand 
u Heſſians ; but the miniſtry bore down all oppoſition, 
"E though their triumphs were clogged with vigorous proteſts, 
which did not fail to make impreſſion upon the body of the 


people. 
. NIX. Nor was the ſucceſs of the court intereſt in the 
"| [Houſe of Commons altogether pure, and free from excep- 
"ls 


tion and diſpute. When the charge of the land- forces 
fell under the conſideration of the Commons, and Mr. 


fot the effective men for the land- ſervice of the enſuing 
year ſhould be fixed at ſeventeen thouſand ſeven hundred 
End nine, Mr. Pulteney inſiſted upon its being reduced to 
velve thouſand. Mr. Shippen affirmed that Mr. Pel- 
pam's motion was a flat negative to the addreſs for which 


Pied a diſtruſt of the validity of the late treaty, which he 


ten aſſured the Houſe would immediately produce all 
Vor. . G g the 


of two other motions, to reſolve that Great-Britain's 


tiſing this tranſaction, reſolved that the treaty did contain 


for an addreſs to his Majeſty, that he would order to be 


Henry Pelham, ſecretary at war, moved that the number 


e voted on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, as it plainly im- 


to deſtroy the balance of power in Europe. The queſtion . a 8 
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the bleſſings of an abſolute peace ; and deliver the king- 
dom from the apprehenſions and inconveniencies of a 
war. He ſaid the motion tended directly towards the 
eſtabliſhment of an army in Great-Britain, which he hop- 


ed would never be ſo far Germaniſed, as tamely to ſubmit 


to a military government. He obſerved that the nation 
could have no occaſion for all the troops that were demand- 
ed, conſidering the glorious ſcene of affairs which was 
now opened to all Europe. They are not neceſſary (ſaid 
cc he) to awe Spain into a firm adherence to its own trea- 
ce ty: they are not neceſſary to force the Emperor into an 
% immediate acceſſion ; nor are they in any fort neceſſary 


„ for the ſafety of his Majeſty's perſon and government. 


cc Force and violence are the reſort of uſurpers and tyrants 
cc only; becauſe they are, with good reaſon, diſtruſtful of 
ce the people whom they oppreſs; and becauſe they have 
cc no other ſecurity for the continuance of their unlawful 


cc and unnatural dominion, than what depends entirely on 


te the ſtrength of their armies.” 'The Toto, however, 
was carried in the affirmative. | 

$ XX. Another warm debate was excited by a bil 
which the courtiers brought in, to prevent any ſubjects of 
Great-Britain from advancing ſums of money to foreign 
princes or ſtates, without having obtained licenſe from 


his Majeſty, under his privy-ſeal, or ſome greater authority. 


The miniſter pretended that this law was propoſed to diſ- 


able the Emperor, who wanted to borrow a great ſum of 


the Engliſh merchants, for raiſing and maintaining troops 
to diſturb the tranquillity of Europe. The bill contained 
a clauſe, empowering the King to prohibit by proclamation 
all ſuch loans of money, jewels, or bullion : the Attorney- 
General was empowered to compel, by Engliſh bill, in the 
court of Exchequer, the effectual diſcovery, on oath, of 


any ſuch loans; and it was enacted, that in default of an 


anſwer to any ſuch bill, the court ſhould decree a limited 


ſum againſt the perſon refuſing to anſwer. Mr. Daniel 


Pulteney, a gentleman of uncommon talents and ability, 


and ice acquainted with every branch of commerce, 
argued 
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argued ſtrenuouſly againſt this bill, as a reſtraint upon CHAP, 


trade that would render Holland the market of Europe, 
and the mart of money to the nations of the continent. 


He ſaid, that by this general prohibition, extending to all 


princes, ſtates, or potentates, the Engliſh were totally 
diſabled from aſſiſting their beſt allies: that among others 
the King of Portugal frequently borrowed money of the 
Engliſh merchants reſiding within his dominions : that 


while the licenſing power reniained in the crown, the 


licenſes would be iſſued through the hands of the miniſter, 
who by this new trade might gain twenty, thirty, or 


forty thouſand a-year; that the bill would render the Ex- 


chequer a court of inquiſition; and that whilſt it reſtrain- 
ed our merchants from aſſiſting the princes and powers of 


Europe, it permitted our ſtock-jobbers to trade in their 


funds without interruption. Other arguments of equal 
weight were enforced by Mr. Barnard, a merchant of Lon- 
don, who perfectly underſtood trade in all its branches, 


ſpoke with judgment and preciſion, and upon all occa- 
ſions ſteadily adhered to the intereſts and liberties of his 


country. After having explained his reaſons, he declared 
he ſhould never conſent to a bill which he deemed a vio- 


lation of our fundamental laws, a breach of our deareſt 


liberties, and a very terrible hardſhip on mankind. Sir 
William Wyndham diſtinguiſhed himſelf on the ſame ſide 


of the queſtion. The bill was vindicated by Sir Robert 


Walpole, Mr. Pelham, and Sir Philip Yorke, attorney-ge- 
neral; and being ſupported by the whole weight of mini- 


ſterial influence, not only paſſed through the Houſe, but 


was afterwards enaCted into a law. 

XXI. The ſubſidies were continued to | the Landgrave 
of Heſſe-Caſlel, and the Duke of Brunſwick-Wolfenbuttel, 
in ſpite of all that could be urged againſt theſe extraneous 
incumberances ; and the ſupply for the enſuing year was 
granted according to the eſtimates which the miniſtry 
thought proper to produce, amounting to about two mil- 
lions two hundred and eighty thouſand pounds. It muſt 


be owned, however, for the credit of this ſeſſion, that the 


Houſe appropriated one million of the ſurpluſes ariſing 
Gg 2 from 
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BOOK from the ſinking fund towards the diſcharge of the nationa} 


; 1719. 


An. 1730. 


aw 


debt; and by another act extinguiſhed the duties upon 
falt, by which expedient the ſubject was eaſed of a heavy 
burthen, not only in being freed from the duty, but alſo 


from a conſiderable charge of ſalaries given to a great 


number of officers employed to collect this impoſition. 


They likewiſe encouraged the colony of Carolina with an 
act, allowing the planters and traders of that province to 


export rice directly to any part of Europe ſouthward of 
Cape Finiſterre; and they permitted falt from Europe to 
be imported into the colony of New-York. The term of 
the 'excluſive trade granted by act of parliament to the 
Eaſt-India company drawing towards a period, many con- 
ſiderable merchants and others made application for being 
incorporated and veſted with the privilege of trading to 
thoſe countries, propofing to lay that branch of trade open 
to all the ſubjects of Great-Britain, on certain conditions. 
In confideration of an act of parliament for this purpoſe, 
they offered to advance three millions two hundred thou- 
fand pounds, for redeeming the fund and trade of the 


preſent Eaſt-India company. This propoſal was rejected; 
and the excluſive privilege veſted in the company was, by 


act of parliament, protracted to the year one thouſand 
feven hundred and ſixty-ſix, upon the following condi- 
tions: That they ſhould pay into the Exchequer the ſum 
of two hundred thouſand pounds towards the ſupplies of 


the year, without intereſt or addition to their capital flock; 
That the annuity or yearly fund of one hundred and ſixty 


thouſand pounds, payable to them from the publick, 
ſhould be reduced to one hundred and twenty-eight thou- 


fand; That after the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


ſixty-fix, their right to the excluſive trade ſhould be liable 
to be taken away by parliament, on three years notice, and 
repayment of their capital. 

XXII. On the fifteenth day of May the King went 


to the Houſe of Peers, and clofed the ſeſſion. Tn his 


ſpeech he expreſſed his joy, that, notwithſtanding all the 


clamours which were raiſed, the parliament had approved 
of thoſe matters which tell under their conſideration; a 
circumſtance 
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mankind with a juſt deteſtation of thoſe incendiaries, who, Dr Le 


by ſcandalous libels, laboured to alienate the affections of 


his people; to fill their minds with groundleſs jealouſies 
and unjuſt complaints, in diſhonour of him and his govern- 


ment, and in defiance of the ſenſe of both Houſes of par- 
liament*. The Emperor was ſo much incenſed at the 
inſult offered to him in the treaty of Seville, with reſpect 


to the garriſons of Tuſcany and Parma, that he prohibited 
the ſubjects of Great-Britain from trading in his dominions: 
he began to make preparations for war, and aCtually de- 
tached bodies of troops to Italy, with ſuch diſpatch as 


Yet the article of which he complained was not ſo much 
a real injury as an affront put upon the head of the empire; 


for the eventual ſucceſhon to thoſe Italian duchies had 


been ſecured to the Infant, Don Carlos, by the quadruple 
alliance; and all that the Emperor required, was, that 
this prince ſhould receive the inveſtiture of them as fiefs of 
the empire. 

XXIII. In Great-Britain, this year was not diſtin- 
guiſhed by any tranſaction of great moment. Seven chiefs 
of the Cherokee nations of Indians in America were 
brought to England by Sir Alexander Cumin. Being in- 
troduced to the King, they laid their crown and regalia at 


his feet; and by an authentick deed acknowledged them 


ſelves ſubjects to his dominion, in the name of all their 


compatriots, who had veſted them with full powers for 


this purpoſe. They were amazed and confounded at the 
riches and magnificence of the Britiſh court; they com- 
pared the King and Queen to the Sun and Moon, the princes 


| to 

In the courſe of this ſeſſion the Commons paſſed a bill for making mace 
eſſectual the laws in being, for diſabling perſons from being choſen members 
of parliament who enjoyed any penſion during pleaſure, or for any number of 


to be choſen to ſerve for the Commons in parliament to take the oath therein 
mentioned. In all probability this bill would not have made its way through 


the Houſe of Commons, had not the minifter bees well affured it would flick 


dot without violent oppoſition. 


had been very ſeldom exerted by the houſe of Auſtria. - 


years, or any offices holcen in truſt for them, by obliging all perſons hereafter 


wh the Upper-Houſe, where it was rejeaed at the ſecond reading, though | 
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preſents of neceſſaries, arms, and ammunition, were re- 
_ conveyed to their own country, which borders on the pro- 


of one hundred thouſand, ' marched to the Seraglio, and 


ſtrangled. Their bodies being delivered to the inſurgents, 


between liberty and brutal licentiouſneſs, as if that free- 
dom was defireable, in the enjoyment of which people find 
no ſecurity for their lives or effects. The peculiar de- 


thoſe who preyed upon the commonwealth, Thieves and 


gave their aſſent in the moſt ſolemn manner to articles of 
friendſhip and commerce, propoſed by the lords commiſ- 
ſioners for trade and plantations; and being loaded with 


vince of South-Carolina. In the month of September a 
ſurpriſing revolution was effected at Conſtantinople, with- 
out bloodſhed or confuſion. A few mean Janiflarics 
diſplayed a flag in the ſtreets, exclaiming that all true 
Muſſulmen ought to follow them, and aſſiſt in reform- 
ing the government. They ſoon increaſed to the number 


demanded the Grand Vizir, the Kiaja, and Capitan 
Pacha. Theſe unhappy miniſters were immediately 


were dragged through the ſtreets ; and afterwards thrown 
to the dogs to be devoured. Not contented with this 
ſacrifice, the revolters depoſed the Grand Signor Achmet, 
who was confined to the ſame priſon from whence they 
brought his nephew Machmut, and raiſ. d this laſt to the 


throne, after he had lived ſeven-and-twenty years in con. 


finement. 

$ XXIV. England was at this period infeſted wit“ 
robbers, aſſaſſins, and incendiaries, the natural confe- 
quences of degeneracy, corruption, and the want of police 
in the interior government of the kingdom. This defect, 
in a great meaſure, aroſe from an abſurd notion, that 
laws neceſſary to prevent thoſe acts of cruelty, violence, 
and rapine would be incompatible with the liberty of 
Britiſh ſubjects; a notion that confounds all diſtinctions 


pravity of the times was viſible even in the conduct oi 


n 
robbers were now become more deſperate and ſavage than 
ever they had appeared ſince mankind was civilized. In 


the exerciſe of their rapine, they wounded; maimed, and 
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even murthered the unhappy ſufferers, through: a wanton- CHAP. 


neſs of barbarity. They circulated letters, demanding ſums 
of money from certain individuals, on pain of reducing 
their houſes to aſhes, and their families to ruin: and even 
ſet fire to the houſe of a rich merchant in Briſtol, who 
had refuſed to comply with their demand. The ſame ſpe- 
cies of villainy was practiſed in different parts of the king- 
dom; ſo that the government was obliged to interpoſe, and 
offer a conſiderable reward for diſcovering the ruffians con- 
cerned in ſuch execrable deſigns. 

XXV. In the ſpeech with which the King es 
the ſeſſion of parliament on the twenty-firſt day of Janu- 
| ary, he told them, that the preſent critical conjuncture 


ſeemed in a very particular manner to deſerve their at- 


tention : that as the tranſactions then depending in the 
ſeveral courts of Europe were upon the point of being 
determined, the great event of peace or war might be very 


much affected by their firſt reſolutions, which were ex- 


pected by different powers with great impatience. He 


ſaid, the continuance of that zeal and vigour with which 


they had hitherto ſupported him and his engagements 
mult at this time be of the greateſt weight and importance, 
both with regard to his allies, and to thoſe who might be 
diſpoſed, before the ſeaſon of action, to prevent by an 
accommodation the fatal conſequences of a general rup- 


ture. The former ſcene was repeated. Both Houſes, in 
their addreſſes, promiſed to ſupport his Majeſty in all his 


engagements; yet the members in the oppoſition demon- 


ſtrated the abſurdity of promiſing to fulil engagements, 


before they could poſſibly know whether or not they were 


for the ſervice of Great-Britain. Another bill was brought 


into the Houſe of Commons, to prevent penſioners from 


fitting as members of parliament; and, after a third read- 


ing, carried up to the Lords for their concurrence. When 


the ſupply fell under conſideration, the debates were re- 
newed upon the ſubſidies to the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel 


and the Duke of Wolfenbuttel, which, however, were 
continued; and every article was granted according to the 
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Two petitions being preſented to the Commons, repre- 
ſenting the delays of juſtice, occaſioned by the uſe of the 
Latin tongue in proceedings at law, a bill was brought 
in for changing this practice, and enacting, That all 
thoſe proceſſes and pleadings ſhould be entered in the 
Engliſh language. Though one would imagine that very 
little could be advanced againſt ſuch a regulation, the 
bill met with warm oppoſition, on pretence that it would 
render uſeleſs the ancient records which were written in 
that language, and introduce confuſion and delay of 


juſtice, by altering the eſtabliſhed form and method of 


pleading : in ſpite of theſe objections, it paſſed through 


both Houſes, and received the royal aſſent. A great 


number of merchants from different parts of the kingdom 
having repeated their complaints of depredations and 
cruelties committed by the Spaniards in the Weſt-Indies, 
their petitions were referred to the conſideration of a grand 
committee. Their complaints upon examination appeared 
to be well founded. 'The Houle preſented an addreſs to 


the King, deſiring his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed 


to continue his endeavour to prevent ſuch depredations for 
the future; to procure full ſatisfaction for the damages 
already ſuſtained 3 and to ſecure to the Britiſh ſubjects the 


full and uninterrupted exerciſe of their trade and navi- 
gation to and from the Britiſh colonies in America. The 
bill againft penſions produced a warm debate in the Houſe 


of Lords, where it was violently oppoſed by the Dukes of 
Newcaſtle and Argyl, the Earl of Ilay, and Dr. Sher- 
lock, Biſhop of Bangor. This prelate, in a remarkable 
ſpeech, repreſented it as a ſcheme to enlarge the power of 
the Houſe of Commons, and to break the balance between 
the powers eſſential to the conſtitution, ſo as ſooner or 
later to prove the ruin of the whole, The great barrier 
provided againſt bribery and corruption by this bill conſiſted 


in an oath to be impoſed on all members of the Lower 


Houſe, by which they muſt have ſolemnly ſworn and de- 


clared, that they had not directly, nor indirectly, any penſion 
during 
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during pleaſure, or for any number of years, or any office C H A P. 


in part, or in the whole, held for them, or for their benefit, 


by any perſons whatſoever ; and that they would not ac- 


cept any ſuch penſions or offices, without ſignifying the 
ame to the Houſe within fourteen days after they ſhould 
be received or accepted. The bill was vindicated as juſt 
and neceſſary by the Earls of Winchelſea and Strafford, 
Lord Bathurſt, and Lord Carteret, who had by this time 
joined as an auxiliary in the oppoſition“. 

( XXVI. The Houſe of Peers proceeded to conſider 
the ſtate of the national debt; they read a bill for the free 
importation of wool from Ireland into England, which 
was fiercely oppoſed, and laid aſide, contrary to all the 
mles of ſound policy. They paſſed the bill for carrying 
on proceedings at law in the Engliſh language; and a 
fuitleſs motion was made by Lord Bathurſt for an 


wddreſs, to deſire his Majeſty would give directions for 
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licharging the Heſſian troops that were in the pay ol 


Creat-Britain. On the ſeventh day of May the parlia- 
nent was prorogued, after the King had given them to 
mderſtand, that all apprehenſions of war were now happily 
moved, by a treaty ſigned at Vienna between him and 
he Emperor. He ſaid it was communicated to the courts 
of France and Spain, as parties to the treaty of Seville, 
he execution of which it principally regarded; and that 
was likewiſe ſubmitted to the conſideration of the States. 
General. He obſerved, that the conditions and engage- 


ments 


Notbing was heard within doors in parliament, but ſarcaſtick repartee 


nt violent deci: nation between the two parties, who did not confine their 
tereation to tl, Ee debates, but took the field againſt each other in periodical 
pers, and ccafional pamphlets. The paper called the Craf:iſman had 
Iady riſen into high reputation all over England, for the wit, humour, 
ad ſolid reaſoning it contained. Some of the beſt writers in the oppoßtion, 
cluding Lord Bolingbroke and Mr. P. made uſe of this vehicle to convey 
beir anirmadverfions upon the miniſter, whos cn his ſide, employed the moſt 
etched ſcribblers to defend his conduct, It was in conſequence of two po- 


tithe duel, which was fought in Hyde-Park. 


tiea] pmphlets, written in oppobiticn ro each other, by Lord Ilervey and 
lr. P and ſome recrimination they produced in the Houſe of Coremons, that 
81 hip challenged the other to fingle combar, and had well iin loſt his 


CC 


B o, O k ments into which he had entered on this occaſion were 


OV . agreeable to that neceſſary concern which the Britiſh nation 
ON uſt always have for the ſecurity and preſervation of the 


1731. | 
balance of power in Europe: and that this happy turn, 


_ duly improved with a juſt regard to former alliances, yield- 


ed a favourable proſpect of ſeeing the publick tranquillity | 


re-eſtabliſhed. ].. 
$ XXVIL In the month of January the Duke of Parma 
died, after having made a will, in which he declared his 
ducheſs was three months advanced in her pregnancy; 
entreating the allied powers of Europe to have compaſſion 
upon his people, and defer the execution of their projects 
until his confort {ſhould be delivered. In caſe the chill 
© ſhould be ſtill born, or die after the birth, he bequeathed 
his dominions and allodial eſtates to the Infant Don Carlos 
of Spain; and appointed five regents to govern the duch). 
Notwithſtanding this diſpoſition, a body of Imperial troops 
immediately took poſſeſſion of Parma and Placentia, under 
the command of General Stampa, who declared they 
ſhould conduct themſelves with all poſſible regularity and 
moderation, and leave the adminiſtration entirely to the 
regents whom the Duke had appointed. They publickly 
proclaimed in the market-place, that they took poſſeſſion 
of theſe duchies for the Infant, Don Carlos: and that if 
the Ducheſs Dowager ſhould not be delivered of a prince, 
the ſaid Infant might receive the invectiture from the Em- 


peror whenever he would, provided he ſhould come with- 


out an army. Though theſe ſteps ſeemec. to threaten an 


immediate war, the King of Great-Britain and the States4 


General inte-poſed their mediation ſo effectu..lly with the 
court of Vienna, that the Emperor deſiſted from the pro 
ſecution of his deſign; and on the ſixteenth day of Marc 
concluded at Vienna a treaty with his Britannick Majeſty 
by which he conſented to withdraw his troops from Parm: 
and Placentia. He agreed, That the King of Spain mig 
take poſſeiiion of theſe places in favour of his ſor. Do 
Carlos, according to the treaty of Seville. He lik wit 
agreed, That the Oſtend company, which had gde 
10 
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diſſolved, on condition that the contracting powers con- 
cerned in the treaty of Seville ſhould guarantee the prag- 
matick ſanction, or ſucceſhon of the Auſtrian hereditary 
dominions to the heirs female of the Emperor, in caſe he 
{ſhould die without male iflue. The Dutch miniſter re- 


ſiding at the Imperial court did not ſubſcribe this treaty, 


becauſe, by the maxims received in that republick, and 
the nature of her government, he could not be veſted with 
full powers ſo ſoon as it would have been neceſſary ; never- 
theleſs, the States-General were, by a ſeparate article, ex- 
preſsly named as a principal contracting party, 
FXXVULI. On the twenty-ſecond day of July a new 


| treaty was ſigned at Vienna between the Emperor and the 


Kings of Great-Britain and Spain, tending to confirm the 
former. In Augult a treaty of union and defenſive alliance 
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between the electorates of Saxony and Hanover was 


executed at Dreſden. The court of Spain expreſſing ſome 
doubts with regard to the pregnancy of the Ducheſs of 


Parma, ſhe underwent a formal examination by five mid- 


wives of different nations, in preſence of the older Ducheſs 
Dowager, ſeveral ladies of quality, three phyſicians, and a 
ſurgeon; and was declared with child: nevertheleſs, 
after having kept all Europe in ſuſpenſe for ſix months, 
ſhe owned ſhe had been deceived; and General Stampa, 
with the Imperial forces, took formal poſſeſſion of the 
duchies of Parma and Placentia, Spain and the great Duke 
of Tuſcany having acceded to the laſt treaty of Vienna, 
the crown of Great-Britain engaged to equip an armament 
that ſhould convoy Don Carlos to his new dominions. 
Accordingly, Sir Charles Wager failed with a ſtrong ſqua- 
dron from Portſmouth on the twenty- ſixth day of Auguſt ; 


| and in September arrived at Barcelona, where being joined 


by the Spaniſh fleet and tranſports, they failed together to 
Leghorn ; from whence the Admiral returned to England. 
| Don Carlos paſſed through part of France, and embarking 
at Antibes on board of the Spaniſh gallies, arrived at 


Leghorn in December. Then the Imperial General with- 
= | drew 
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drew his forces into the Milaneſe; and the Infant took 


poſſeſſion of his new territories. 


XXX. During theſe tranſactions France was diſtracted 
by religious diſputes, occaſioned by the bull unigenitus 
thundered againſt the doctrines of Janſenius; a bull which 
had produced a ſchiſm in the Gallican church, and well 


nigh involved that country in civil war and confuſion. It 


was oppoſed by the parliaments and lay tribunals of the 
kingdom; but many biſhops, and the Jeſuits in general, 
were its moſt ſtrenuous aſſerters. All the artifices of prieſt- 
craft were practiſed on both ſides, to inflame the enthu- 
ſiaſm, and manage the ſuperſtition of the people. Pre- 
tended miracles were wrought at the tomb of Abbe 
Paris, who had died without accepting the bull, conſe- 
quently was declared damned by the abettors of that con- 
{titution. On the other hand, the Jeſuits exerted all their 
abilities and induſtry in preaching againſt the Janiſeniſts; 


in eſtabliſhing an opinion of their ſuperior ſanctity ; and 


inſpiring a ſpirit of quietiſm among their votaries, who 


were tranſported into the delirium of poſſeſſion, illumi- 
nation, and ſupernatural converſe. Theſe arts were often 


uſed for the moſt infamous purpoſes. Female enthuſiaſts 
were wrought up to ſuch a violence of agitations, that 
nature fainted under the ſtruggle, and the pſeudo-ſaint 
ſeiſed this opportunity of violating the chaſtity of his 
penitent. Such was ſaid to be the caſe of Mademoiſelle 
la Cadiere, a young gentlewoman of Toulon, abuſed in 
this manner by the luſt and villainy of Pere Girard, a noted 
Jeſuit, who underwent a trial before the parliament of Aix, 
and very narrowly eſcaped the ſtake. 1 

$ XXX. The parliament of Great- Britain meeting on 
the thirteenth day of January, the King in his ſpeech de- 
clared, that the general tranquillity of Europe was reſtored 


and eſtabliſhed by the laſt treaty of Vienna: that Don 


Carlos was actually poſſeſſed of Parma and Placentia : 
that ſix thouſand Spaniards were quietly admitted and 
quartered in the duchy of Tuſcany, to ſecure, by the er- 


preſs conſent and agreement of the Great Duke, the 
| reverſion 


reverſio! 
was ma 
preſervi 
He told 
the curr 
former 

that this 
conducy 
people : 
defence 
“ (ſaid! 
The opp 
uncomm 
The mi 
lery of 
to taſk. 
and per. 
vice, to 
and elud 
the Hou 
vince-ch: 
motion 


declare 


acknowle 
ment, e2 
cls ; ane 
ſupplies. 
a noblem 
ſpecious 
to the mi 
lorwardi: 
or public 
have bee 
leconded 
fred Law 
lam Wy 
apainſt a 
lurdity ar 


GE OK GE I; 


461 


reverſion of his dominions; and that a family convention C H A p. 


was made between the courts of Spain and Tuſcany, 
preſerving mutual peace and friendſhip in the two houſes. 


He told the Commons, that the eſtimates for the ſervice of 


the current year would be conſiderably leſs than thoſe of 
former years. He recommended unanimity : he obſerved 
that this government had no ſecurity but what was equally 
conducive to their happineſs, and to the protection of his 


people: that their proſperity had no foundation but in the 


defence and ſupport of his government. © Our ſafety, 
« (faid he) is mutual, and our intereſts are inſeparable.” 
The oppoſition to the court meaſures appears to have been 
uncommonly ſpirited during the courſe of this ſeſſion. 
The miniſter's motions were attacked with all the artil- 
lery of elocution. His principal emiſſaries were obliged 
to taſk their faculties to their full exertion, to puzzle 
and perplex where they could not demonſtrate and con- 
vice, to miſrepreſent what they could not vindicate, 
and elude the arguments which they could not refute. In 
the Houſe of Commons Lord Hervey, lately appointed 
vince-chamberlain of his Majeſty's houſehold, made a 
motion for an addreſs of thanks, in which they ſhould 
| declare their entire approbation of the King's conduc, 
acknowledge the bleſſings they enjoyed under his govern- 
ment, expreſs their confidence in the wiſdom of his coun- 


cils ; and declare their readineſs to grant the neceſſary 


ſupplies. This member, ſon to the Earl of Briſtol, was 


a nobleman of ſome parts, which, however, were more 


ſpecious than ſolid. He condeſcended to act as a ſubaltern 


to the miniſter, and approved himſelf extremely aCtive in 


lorwarding all his deſigns, whether as a ſecret emiſſary 
or publick orator; in which laſt capacity he appears to 
have been pert, frivolous, and frothy. His motion was 
ſeconded by Mr. Clutterbuck, and oppoſed by Sir Wil- 
fred Lawſon, Mr. Shippen, Mr. W. Pulteney, Sir Wil. 
lam Wyndham, and Mr. Oglethorpe. They did not argue 
gainſt a general addreſs of thanks; but expoſed the ab- 
lurdity and bad tendency of expreſſions which implied a 
blind 
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BOOK blind approbation of all the meaſures of the miniſtry. Sir that £ 
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Wilfred Lawſon obſerved, that notwithſtanding the great Ml teſtant: 
things we had done for the crown of Spain, and the favours chat th 
we had procured for the royal family of that kingdom, WW former 
little or no ſatisfaction had as yet been received for the dogs w 
injuries our merchants had ſuſtained from that nation. away v 
Mr. Pulteney took notice, that the nation, by becoming the caſc 
guarantee to the pragmatick ſanction, laid itſelf under an was vig 
obligation to aſſiſt the Auſtrian family when attacked by WW forces, 

any potentate whatever, except the Grand Signior : that W whoſe g 
they might be attacked when it would be much againf the | the mea 


intereſt of the kingdom to engage itſelf in a war upon I was libi 


any foreign account: that it might one day be for the W intereſt 
intereſt of the nation to join againſt them, in order to pre- ¶ notions | 


| ſerve the balance of Europe, the eſtabliſhing of which Wit was n 


had already coſt England ſuch immenſe ſums of money. that Ho 
He inſiſted upon the abſurdity of concluding ſuch a num- Wterms fo 
ber of inconſiſtent treaties z and concluded with ſaying, Win his ſpt 
that if affairs abroad were now happily eſtabliſhed, the Iprobatior 
miniſtry which conducted them might be compared to: prevent 
pilot, who, though there was a clear, ſafe, and ſtraight ſued, wh 
channel into port, yet took it in his head to carry the ſlij | e ſaid, 
a great way about, through ſands, rocks, and ſhallows; were tur 
ho, after having loſt a great number of ſeamen, deſtroye(Miament's 
a great deal of tackle and rigging, and ſubjected th:Mof the ur 
owners to an enormous expenſe, at laſt by chance hits th nd the re 
port, and triumphs in his good conduct. Sir WillianMealous or 
Wyndham ſpoke to the ſame purpoſe. Mr. Oglethorpe, iis influer 

gentleman of unblemiſhed character, brave, generous, ani 
humane, affirmed that many other things related mor 
nearly to the honour and intereſt of the nation than du! 
the guarantee of the pragmatick ſanction. He ſaid lM. 
wiſhed to have heard that the new works at Dunkirk hi 
been entirely raſed and deſtroyed : that the nation h 
received full and complete ſatisfaction for the depredatiofil 
committed by the natives of Spain: that more care vi 
taken in diſciplining the militia, on whoſe. yalour ti 
nation muſt chiefly depend in cafe of an invaſion ; aM 
i BK 
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teſtants in Germany. He expreſſed his ſatisfaction to find 
| that the Engliſh were not ſo cloſely united to France as 
| formerly ; for he had generally obſerved, that when two 
dogs were in a leaſh together, the ſtronger generally ran 
© away with the weaker ; and this, he was afraid, had been 
the caſe between France and Great-Britain. The motion 
was vigorouſly defended by Mr. Pelham, paymaſter of the 


that ſome regard had been ſhown to the oppreſſed pro- C HA F. 
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forces, and brother to the Duke of Newcaſtle, a man 


| whoſe greateſt fault was his being concerned in ſupporting 
the meaſures of a corrupt miniſtry. In other reſpects he 
was liberal, candid, benevolent, and even attached to the 
intereſt of his country, though egregiouſly miſtaken in his 
I notions of government. On this occaſion he aſſerted that 
it was no way inconſiſtent with the honour or dignity of 
that Houſe to thank his Majeſty in the moſt particular 
„terms for every thing he had been pleaſed to communicate 
in his ſpeech from the throne : that no expreſſions of ap- 
probation in the addreſs could be any way made uſe of to 


* when the treaties ſhould be laid before the Houle. 
e ſaid, at the opening of a ſeſſion the eyes of all Europe 
Pere turned towards Great-Britain, and from the par- 
liament's firſt reſolves all the neighbouring powers judged 
pf the unanimity that would enſue between his Majeſty 
Ind the repreſentatives of his people: that their appearing 
Fealous or diffident of his Majeſty's conduct would weaken 
is influence upon the councils of foreign ſtates and po- 
entates, and perhaps put it out of his power to rectiſy 
guy falſe ſtep that might have been made by his miniſters. 
lis arguments were re-enforced by a long ſpeech from Mr. 
H. Walpole. The queſtion was put, the motion carried, 
bd the addreſs preſented. _ 

. The next ſubject of debate was the number 
W land-forces. When the ſupply fell under conſideration, 


lumber which had been maintained in the preceding year 


Morpeth 


prevent an enquiry into the meaſures which had been pur- 


Ir W. Strickland, ſecretary at war, moved that the ſame 


Fould be continued in pay. On the other hand, Lord 
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Morpeth having demonſtrated the danger to which the 
liberties of the nation might be expoſed, by maintaining a 
numerous ſtanding army in time of peace, made a motion 
that the number ſhould be reduced to twelve thouſand. A 
warm diſpute enſuing, was managed in favour of the firſt 
motion by Lord Hervey, Sir Robert Walpole and hi; 
brother, Mr. Pelham, and Sir Philip Yorke, attorney. 
general. This gentleman was counted a better lawyer 
than a politician, and ſhone more as an advocate at the 
bar than as an orator in the Houſe of Commons. The 
laſt partiſan of the miniſtry was Sir Wilham Yonge, one 
of the lords commiſſioners of the Treaſury ; a man who 
rendered himſelf ſerviceable and neceflary, by ſtooping to 
ali compliances, running upon every ſcent, and haranguing 


on every ſubject with an even, uninterrupted, tedious flow 


of dull declamation, compoſed of aſſertions without vera- 
city, concluſions from falſe premiſſes, words without mear- 


ing, and language without propriety. Lord Morpeth's 


motion was eſpouſed by Mr. Watkin Williams Wynne, a 
gentleman of an ancient family and opulent fortune in 
Wales, brave, open, hoſpitable, and warmly attached to 
the ancient conſtitution and hierarchy : he was ſupported 
by Mr. Walter Plumer, who ſpoke with weight, preciſion, 
and ſeverity, by Sir W. Wyndham, Mr. Shippen, Mr. 
W. Pulteney, and Mr. Barnard. The courtiers argued 
that it was neceſſary to maintain ſuch a number of land- 
forces as might defeat the deſigns of malcontents, ſecure 
the interior tranquillity of the kingdom, defend it from 
external aſſaults, over-awe its neighbours, and enable it to 
take vigorous meaſures in caſe the peace of Europe ſhould 
be re-embroiled. They affirmed the ſcience of war was 
fo much altered, and required ſuch attention, that no de- 
pendence was to be placed upon a militia : that all nations 
were obliged to maintain ſtanding armies, for their ſecurt!) 
againſt the encroachments of neighbouring powers : that 
the number of troops in Great-Britain was too incon- 
fiderable to excite the jealouſy of the people, even unde! 
an ambitious monarch : that his Majeſty never entertaine 
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the leaſt thought of infringing the liberties of his ſubjekts; CHAP, 
that it could not be ſuppoſed that the officers, among ob : 
whom were many gentlemen of family and fortune, would 
ever concur in a deſign to enſlave their country; and that 
the forces now in pay could not be properly deemed a 
ſtanding army, inaſmuch as they were voted and main- 
tained from year to year by the parliament, which was 
the repreſentative of the people. To theſe arguments the 
members in the oppoſition replied, that a ſtanding force 
in time of peace was unconſtitutional, and had been always 
thought dangerous; that a militia was as capable of diſci- 
pline as a ſtanding army, and would have more incentives 
to courage and perſeverance; that the civil magiſtrate was 
able to preſerve the peace of the country ; that the number 
of the malcontents was altogether contemptible, though it 
might be conſiderably augmented by maintaining a ſtand- 
ing army, and other ſuch arbitrary meaſures; that other 
nations had been enſlaved by ſtanding armies; and how- 
ſoever they might find themſelves neceſſitated to depend 
upon a military force for ſecurity againſt encroaching l 
neighbours, the caſe was very different with regard to 5 | 
Great-Britain, for the defence of which nature had pro- 3 
vided in a peculiar manner; that this proviſion was i 
ſtrengthened and improved by a numerous navy, which 
ſecured. her the dominion of the ſea; and, if properly diſ- 
poſed, would render all invaſion impracticable, or at leaſt 
ineffectual ; that the land-army of Great-Britain, though 
ſufficient to endanger the liberties of an unarmed people, 
could not poſhbly ſecure ſuch an extent of coaſt, and 
therefore could be of very little ſervice in preventing an 
invaſion ; that though they had all imaginable confidence 
in his Majeſty's e for the liberty of his ſubjects, they 6 
could not help apprehending, that ſhould a ſtanding army _ | 
become part of the conſtitution, another prince of more 
dangerous talents, and more fatal deſigns, might ariſe, and 
employ it for the worſt purpoſes of ambition; that though 
many officers were gentlemen of honour and probity, theſe 
might be eaſily diſcarded, and the army gradually moulded 
Vo L. II. Hh into 
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in former times, an army had been new-modelled to ſuch 
4 degree, that they turned their fwords againft the par- 
liament, for whoſe defence they had been raiſed, and de- 
ſtroyed the conſtitution both in church and ſtate : that with 
reſpeCt to its being wholly dependant on the parliament, 
the people of England would have reaſon to complain of 
the ſame hardſhip, whether a ſtanding army ſhould be 
declared at once indifpenſable, or regularly voted from year 
to year, according to the direction of the miniſtry : that 
the ſanCtion of the legiſlature granted to meaſures which 
in themſelves are unconſtitutional, burthenſome, odious, 
and repugnant to the genius of the nation, inſtead of 
yielding conſolation, would ſerve only to demonſtrate, 


that the moſt effectual method of forging the chains of 
national ſlavery would be that of miniſterial influence 
operating upon a venal parliament. Such were the reaſons 


urged againſt a ſtanding army, of what number ſoever it 
might be compoſed: but the. expediency of reducing the 
number from about eighteen thouſand to twelve thouſand 


was infiſted upon as the natural conſequences of his Ma- 


jeſty's declaration, by which they were given to under- 


ſtand that the peace of Europe was eſtabliſhed 3 and that 


he had nothing ſo much at heart as the caſe and proſperity 
of his people. It was ſuggeſted, that if eighteen thouſand 
men were ſufficient on the ſuppoſed eve of a general war 
in Europe, it was ſurely reaſonable to think that a lels 
number would ſuffice when peace was perfectly re- eſta- 


bliſhed. Whatever effect theſe reaſons had upon the body 
of the nation, they made no converts in the Houſe, where 


the majority reſolved that the ſtanding army ſhould be 
maintained without reduction. Mr. Plumer complained 
that the country was oppreſſed by an arbitrary method of 
quartering ſoldiers, in an undue proportion, upon thoſe 
publicans who refuſed to vote in elections according to 
the direction of the miniſtry. Mr. Pulteney afferted that 
the money raiſed for the ſubſiſtence of eighteen thouſand 
men in England would maintain fixty thouſand French 
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or Germans, or the ſame number of almoſt any other peo- 
ple on the continent. Sir William Wyndham declared that 
eighteen thouſand of the Engliſh troops in the late war 
were maintained on lefs than two-thirds of the ſum now 
demanded for the like number; but no regard Was paid to 
theſe allegations. 

5 XXXII. The next object of importance that attracted 
the notice of the Houſe was the ſtate of the charitable 
corporation. This company was firſt erected in the year 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeven. Their profeſſed 


intention was to lend money at legal intereſt to the poor, 


upon ſmall pledges; and to perſons of better rank upon 
an indubitable ſecurity of goods impawned. Their capital 
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was at firſt limited to thirty thouſand pounds; but, by 


licenſes from the crown, they increaſed it to ſix hundred 


thouſand pounds, though their charter was never con- 


firmed by act of parliament. In the month of October, 
George Robinſon, Eſquire, member for Marlow, the 


caſhier, and John Thompſon, warehouſe-keeper of the 


corporation, diſappeared in one day. The proprietors, 
alarmed at this incident, held ſeveral general courts, and 
appointed a committee to inſpect the ſtate of their affairs. 
They reported, that for a capital of above five hundred 
thouſand pounds no equivalent was found; inaſmuch as 
their effects did not amount to the value of thirty thouſand, 
the remainder having been embezzled by means which 
they could not diſcover. 'The proprietors, in a petition 
to the Houſe of Commons, repreſented that by the moſt 
notorious breach of truſt in ſeveral perſons to whom 
the care and management of their affairs were committed, 


the corporation had been defrauded of the greateſt part of 


their eapital; and that many of the petitioners were re- 
duced to the utmoſt degree of milery and diſtreſs : they, 


therefore, prayed, that as they were unable to detect the 


combinations of thoſe who had ruined them, or to bring the 
delinquents to juſtice, without the aid of the power and 
authority of parliament, the Houſe would vouchſafe to 


. into the ſtate of the corporation, and the conduct 
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of their managers; and give ſuch relief to the petitioners 
as to the Houſe ſhould ſeem meet. 'The petition was 
graciouſly received, and a ſecret committee appointed to 
proceed on the enquiry. They ſoon difcovered a moſt 
iniquitous ſcene of fraud, which had been acted by Robin- 
ſon and Thompſon, in concert with ſome of the directors, 
for embezzling the capital, and cheating the proprietors. 
Many perſons of rank and quality were concerned in this 
infamous conſpiracy ; ſome of the firſt characters in the 
nation did not eſcape ſuſpicion and cenſure. Sir Robert 
Sutton and Sir Archibald Grant were expelled the Houte 
of Commons, as having had a conſiderable ſhare in thoſe 
fraudulent practices; a bill was brought in, to reſtrain 
them and other delinquents from leaving the kingdom, or 
alienating their effects. In the mean time, the committee 


received a letter from Signor John Angelo Belloni, an 


eminent banker at Rome, giving them to underſtand, that 
Thompſon was ſecured in that city, with all his papers, 
and confined to the caſtle of St. Angelo; and that the 
papers were tranſmitted to his correſpondent at Paris, who 
would deliver them up, on certain conditions ſtipulated in 
This letter was conſidered as an 
artifice to inſinuate a favourable opinion of the Pretender, 
as if he had taken meaſures for ſecuring Thompſon, from 
his zeal for juſtice, and affection to the Engliſh people. 
On this ſuppoſition, the propoſals were rejected with diſ- 


'dain; and both Houſes concurred in an order that the 


letter ſhould be burned at the Royal Exchange, by the 
hands of the common hangman. 'The Lower Houle re- 


ſolved that it was an inſolent and audacious libel, abſurd 


and contradictory ; that the whole tranſaction was a ſcan- 
dalous artifice, calculated to delude the unhappy, and to 
diſguiſe and conceal the wicked practices of the profeſſed 
enemies to his Majeſty's perſon, crown, and dignity. 

$ XXXIII. No motion, during this ſeſſion, produced 


fuch a warm conteſt as did that of Sir Robert Walpole, 


when, after a long preamble, he propoſed that the dutics 


upon ſalt, which about t two years before had been aboliſhed, 


ſhould 
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ſhould now be revived, and granted to his Majeſty, C H A P. 
his heirs and ſucceſſors, for the term of three years. In ** , 
order to ſweeten this propoſal, he declared that the land- 1731. 
tax for the enſuing year ſhould be reduced to one ſhilling 
in the pound. All the members of the country-party 
were immediately in commotion. They expreſſed their 
ſurpriſe at the groſſneſs of the impoſition. They obſerved 
that two years had ſcarce elapſed ſince the King, in a 
ſpeech from the throne, had exhorted them to abolith ſome 
oi the taxes that were the moit burthenſome to the poor : 
the Houſe was then of opinion, that the tax upon alt 
was the moſt burthenſome, and the moſt pernicious to the 
trade of the kingdom, of all the impoſitions to which the 
poor were ſubjected, and therefore it was taken off ; but 
that no good reaſon could be produced for altering their 
opinion fo ſuddenly, and reſolving to grind the faces of 
the poor, in order to eaſe a few rich men of the landed in- 
tereſt. They affirmed that the moſt general taxes are not 
always the leaſt burthenſome; that after a nation is ; 
obliged to extend their taxes farther than the luxuries of 
their country, thoſe taxes that can be raiſed with the leaſt | 
charge to the publick are the moſt convenient and eaſieſt 
to the people; but they ought carefully to avoid taxing | 
| thoſe things which are neceſſary for the ſubſiſtence of the 
poor. The price of all neceilaries being thus enhanced, 
the wages of the tradeſman and manufacturer muſt be 
creaſed; and where theſe are high the manufactures 
will be underſold by thoſe of cheaper countries. The 
| trade muſt of conſequence be ruined; and it is not to be 
ſuppoſed that the landed gentleman would chooſe to fave a 
| ſhilling in the pound from the land-tax, by means of an 
| expedient that would ruin the manufactures of his country, 
| and decreaſe the value of his own fortune. They alledged 
| | that the ſalt-tax particularly affected the poor, who could 
not afford to eat freſh proviſions ; and that, as it formerly 
E occaſioned murmurs and diſcontents among the lower 
| | claſs of people, the revival of it would, in all probability, 
| eraſperate them into open ſedition. They obſerved, that 
| | | while 
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while} it was exacted in England a great number of mer- 
chants ſent their ſhips to Ireland, to be victualled for their 
reſpective voyages 
many experiments had been ſucceſsfully tried with ſalt 
for the improvement of agriculture, which would be en- 
tirely defeated by the revival of this impoſition. They 
ſuggeſted that the land-tax was raiſed at a very ſmall ex- 
penſe, and ſubject to no fraud, whereas that upon falt 
would employ a great number of additional officers in the 
revenue, wholly depending upon the miniſtry, whoſe in- 
fluence in elections they would proportionably increaſe. 
They even hinted, that this conſideration was one power- 
ful motive for propoſing the revival of an odious tax, 
which was in effect an exciſe, and would be deemed a 


ſtep towards a general exciſe upon all ſorts of proviſions, 


Finally, they demonſtrated that the falt-tax introduced 
numberleſs frauds and perjuries in different articles of 
traffick. Sir Robert Walpole endeavoured to obviate all 


theſe objections in a long ſpeech, which was minutely 


anſwered and refuted in every article by Mr. Pulteney. 
Nevertheleſs, the queſtion being put, the miniſter's motion 
was carried in the affirmative, and the duty revived : yet, 
before the bill paſſed, divers motions were made, and ad- 


ditional clauſes propoſed by the members in the oppoſition. 


New debates were raiſed on every new objection, and the 
courtiers were obliged to diſpute their ground by inches. 
$ XXXIV. The penſion bill was revived, and for the 
third time rejected in the Houſe of Lords. A bill for the 
encouragement of the ſugar colonies paſſed through the 
Lower Houſe with great difficulty, but was loſt among 
the Peers: another, for the better ſecuring the freedom of 
parliaments, by further qualifying members to fit in the 
Houſe of Commons, was read the third time, and thrown 
dut upon the queſtion. A committee had been appointed 
to enquire into a ſale of the eſtate which had belonged to 
ine late Earl of Derwentwater. It appeared by the report, 
that the ſale had been fraudulent : a bill was prepared to 
make it void: Dennis Bond, Eſquire, and Serjeant Birth, 
commuſſoners 
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commiſſioners for the ſale of the forfeited eſtates, were C HA p. 


declared guilty of notorious breach of truſt, and expelled 
the Houſe, of which they were members: George Robin- 
ſon, Eſquire, underwent the ſame ſentence, on account 
of the part he acted in the charitable corporation, as he 
and 'Ihompſon had neglected to ſurrender themſelves, 
according to the terms of a bill which had paſſed for that 
purpoſe. During this ſeſhon, five members of parliament 
were expelled for the moſt ſordid acts of knavery : a ſure 
ſign of national degeneracy and diſhonour. All the ſup- 
plies were granted, and, among other articles, the ſum of 
two-and-twenty thouſand fix hundred ninety-four pounds, 
ſeven ſhillings, and ſixpence for the agio or difference of 
the ſubſidies payable to the crown of Denmark, in pur- 


de 
1731. 


ſuance of the treaty ſubſiſting between the late king and 
that monarch : but this was not obtained without a violent 


diſpute. Mr. Pulteney, who bore a conſiderable ſhare in 
all theſe debates, became in a little time ſo remarkable as 
to be thought worthy of a very particular mark of his 


Majeſty's diſpleaſure. The King, on the firſt day of July, 


called for the council-books, and with his own hand ſtruck 
the name of William Pulteney, Eſquire, out of the liſt of 
privy counſellors : his Majeſty further ordered him to be 
put out of all the commiſhons of the peace. The ſeveral 
Jord-heutenants from whom he had received deputations 
were commanded to revoke them; and the Lord-Chan- 
cellor and Secretarics of State were directed to give the 
neceſſary orders for that purpoſe. 

6 XXYXV. Nor did the Houſe of Peers tamely and 
unanimouſly ſubmit to the meaſures of the miniſtry. The 
penſion-bill being read, was again rejected, and a protef} 
ed A debate aroſe about the number of {landing 
forces; and the Farl of Cheſterfield argued for the court 
motion. The Earl of Oxford moved, that they might be 
reduced to twelve thonſand effective men. The Earl of 
Winchelſea obſerved, that a ſtanding army rendered mini- 
ſters of ſtate more daring than aber wiſe Dey would be, 
in coutriving and exceuting projects that were grievous to 

the 
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of any but thoſe who were drunk with exceſs of power. 


The Marquis of Tweedale, in reaſoning againſt ſuch a 
number as the miniſtry propoſed, took occaſion to obſerve, 


that not one ſhilling of the forfeited eſtates was ever ap- 


plied to the uſe of the publick : he likewiſe took notice, 


that the eighteen thouſand men, demanded as a ſtanding 


force, were modelled in ſuch a manner, that they might 
be ſpeedily augmented to forty thouſand men on any 


emergency. The Duke of Argyle endeavoured to demon- 


{trate the danger of depending for the ſafety of the king- 


dom upon an undiſciplined militia, a fleet, or an army of 


auxiliaries. Then he repreſented the neceſſity of having 
recourle to a regular army in caſe of invaſion ; and after 
all acknowledged that the number propoſed was no way 
ſuſſicient for that purpoſe. All his arguments were an- 
twered and refuted in an excellent ſpeech by Lord Car- 
teret : nevertheleſs, victory declared for the miniſter, The 
parliament having granted every branch of the ſupply, to- 
wards the payment of which they borrowed a ſum from 
the ſinking fund, and paſſed divers other acts for the en- 
couragement of commerce and agriculture, the King, on 


the firſt day of June, gave the royal aſſent to the bills that 


were prepared, and cloſed the ſeſſion, after having in- 
formed both Houſes that the States-General had acceded 
to the treaty of Vienna : that he had determined to viſit 


his German dominions, and to leave the Queen regent in 


his abſence. He accordingly ſet out for Hanover in the 
beginning of June. By this time the pragmatick ſanction 
was confirmed by the diet of the empire, though not with- 
out a formal proteſt by the Electors Palatine, Bavaria, an 
Saxony. 8 
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I. Remarkable inſtance of ſuicide. 9 II. Aﬀairs of the 
continent. { III. Meeting of the parliament. & IV. Ad- 
dreſs to the King touching the Spaniſh depredations. & V. 
The exciſe ſcheme propoſed by Sir R. Walpole. $ VI. Oppo- 

ſition to the ſcheme. Y VII. Bill for a doawer to the Princeſs 
Royal. ꝙ VIII. Debate in the Houſe of Lords concerning 


the eſtates of the late directors of the South-Sea company. 


IX. Double election of a king in Poland. & X. The Kings 
of France, Spain, and Sardinia join againſt the Emperor. 
6 XI. The Prince of Orange arrives in England. & XII. 
Altercation in the Tiouſe of Commons. & XIII. Debate 
about the removal of the Duke of Bolton and Lord Viſcount 
Cobham from their reſpective regiments. & XIV. Motion 


for the repeal of the ſeptennial act. & XV. Concluſion of 


a remarkable ſpeech by Sir W. Wyndham. $ XVI. Meſſage 


from the King for powers to augment the Forces in the inter- 


vals betaueen the tauo parliaments. & XVII. Oppoſition in the 
Houſe of Peers. Parliament diffolved. XVIII. Dantzick 
beſieged by the Ruſſians. & XIX. Philipſburgh taken by the 
French. Don Carles takes poſſeſſion of Naples. $ XX. Battle 
of Parma. & XXI. The Imperialifts are again worſfed at 
Gruaftalla. An edift in France compelling the Britijh ſubzefs 
in that kingdom to inliſt in the French army. & XXII. New 

parliament in Great-Britain. (XXII. Debate cn a Jud ih d 

to Denmark. $ XXIV. Petition of fome Scottiſh noble- 
men to the Houſe of Peers. & XXV. Bill explaining an 


act of the Scottiſh parliament touching aurongilous impriſon- 
ment. $XXVI. Miſunder/tanding betaveen i courts of 


Spain and Portugal. Sir Fohn Norris fails ⁊vith a fr 775 
Squadron to Liſbon. $ XXVII. Preliminaries ſigned 
the Emperor and the King of France. & XXVIII. 5 = 


ceedings in parliament. & XXIX. Bill "for pi eventing the 


retail of ſptrituous liguors. An other for the relief 97 " Dakers 
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Remarkable riot at Edinburgh. 9 XXXII. Rupture be. 
tween the Czarina and the Ottoman Porte. & XXXIII. 
The ſeſſion of parliament opened by commiſſion. & XXXIV. 


Motion in both Houſes for a ſettlement on the Prince of 


Wales. XXXV. Fierce debate on this ſubje@. 


$XXXVI. Scheme by Sir J. Barnard for reducing the 


interęeſt of the national debt. \ XAXVIE Bill againſt the 
city of Edinburgh. $ XXXVIIL. Play-houſe bill. 


I. z moſt remarkable incident that diſtinguiſh- 
ed this year in England was a very uncommon 


inſtance of ſuicide ; an act of deſpair ſo frequent among 


the Engliſh, that in other countries it is objected to them 
as a national reproach. Though it may be generally 
termed the effect of lunacy proceeding from natural cauſes 


operating on the human body, in ſome few inſtances it 


ſeems to have been the reſult of cool deliberation. Rich- 
ard Smith, a bookbinder, and priſoner for debt within the 
liberties of the King's-Bench, perſuaded his wife to follow 
his example in making away with herſelf, after they had 
murthered their little infant. This wretched pair were in 
the month of April found hanging in their bed- chamber, 
at about a yard's diſtance from each other; and in a 
ſeparats apartment the child lay dead in a cradle. They 
left two papers encloſed in a ſhort letter to their landlord, 
whoſe kindneſs they implored in favour of their dog and 
cat. They even left money to pay the porter who ſhould 
carry the encloſed papers to the perſon for whom they 
were addreſſed. In one of theſe the huſband thanked that 
perſon for the marks of friendſhip he had received at his 
hands; and complained of the ill offices he had undergone 


from a different quarter. The other paper, ſubſcribed by 


the huſband and wife, contained the reaſons which in- 
duced them to act ſuch a tragedy on themſelves and the: 
offspring. This letter was altogether ſurpriſing for the 
calm reſolution, the good humour, and the propriety with 


| which it was written. They declared, that they with 
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through a train of unlucky accidents, were become in- 
evitable. They appealed to their neighbours for the in- 
duſtry with which they had endeavoured to earn a liveli- 
hood. They juſtified the murther of their child, by ſaying 
it was leſs cruelty to take her with them, than to leave 


her friendleſs in the world, expoſed to ignorance and 
miſery. They profeſſed their belief and confidence in an 
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Almighty God, the fountain of goodneſs and beneficence, 


who could not poſſibly take delight in the miſery of his 


creatures: they, therefore, reſigned up their lives to him 


without any terrible apprehenfions ; ſubmitting themſelves 
to thoſe ways which, in his goodneſs, he ſhould appoint 
after death. Thoſe unfortunate ſuicides had been always 
induſtrious and frugal, invincibly honeſt, and remarkable 
for conjugal affection. 

HII. Truſtees having been appointed by charter to 
ſuperintend a new ſettlement in Georgia, ſituated to the 
ſouthward of Carolina in America, Mr. Oglethorpe, as 


general, and governor of the province, embarked at Graveſ- 


end, with a number of poor families, to plant that colony. 

The King of Spain having equipped a very powerful arma- 
ment, the fleet ſailed on the fourth day of June from the 
road of Alicant, under the command of the Count de 


Montemar, and arrived on the coaſt of Barbary in the 


neighbourhood of Oran, where a conſiderable body of 


troops was landed without much oppoſition. Next day, 


however, they were attacked by a numerous army of 


Moors, over whom they obtained a complete victory. 


The Bey or governor of Oran immediately retired with 
his garriſon, and the Spaniards took poſſeſſion of the place, 
from which they had been driven in the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eight. The ſtrong fort of Mazalaquivir 
was like wiſe ſurre 1 red to the victors at the ſirſt ſummons; 


ſo that this expedition anſwered all the views with which 
it had been projected. Victor Amadzus, the abdicated 


King of Sardinia, having, at the inſtigation of his wife, 


engaged in ſome intrigues, in order to re-aſcend the throne, 


his ſon, the reigning king, ordered his perſon to be ſeiſed 
at Montcalier, and conv reyes to Rivoli, under a frong 
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His wife, the Marchioneſs de Spigno, was con- 
ducted to Seva. The old King's confeſſor, his phyſician, 
and eight-and-forty perſons of diſtinction were impriſoned. 
'The citadel of Turin was ſecured with a ſtronger garriſon ; 
and new inſtructions were given to the governor and ſenate 
of Chamberri. The diſpute which had long ſubſiſted be- 
tween the King of Pruſſia and the young Prince of Orange, 
touching the ſucceſſion to the eſtates poſſeſſed by King Wil- 


Ham III. as head of the houſe of Orange, was at laſt accom- 


modated by a formal treaty ſigned at Berlin and Dieren. 


The Dutch were greatly alarmed about this time with an 


apprehenſion of being overwhelmed by an inundation, oc- 
caſioned by worms, which were ſaid to have conſumed the 
piles and timber-work that ſupported their dykes. They 
prayed and faſted with uncommon zeal, in terrour of this 
calamity, which they did not know how to avert in any 
other manner. At length, they were delivered from their 
fears by a hard froſt, which effeCtually deſtroyed thoſe dan- 
gerous animals. About this time, Mr. Dieded, plenipoten- 


tiary from the Elector of Hanover, received, in the name 
of his maſter, the inveſtiture of Bremen and Verden from 


the hands of the Emperor. 

$ III. The hiſtory of England at this period cannot be 
very intereſting, as it chiefly conſiſts in an annual revo- 
lution of debates in parliament. Debates, in which the 
fame arguments perpetually recur on the fame ſubjects. 
When the ſeſſion was opened on the ſixteenth day of Janu- 
ary, the King declared, that the fituation of affairs both 


at home and abroad rendered it unneceſſary for him to lay 


before the two Houſes any other reaſons for calling them 
together, but the ordinary diſpatch of the public buſi- 
neſs, and his deſire of receiving their advice in ſuch affairs 
as ſhould require the care and conſideration of parliament. 
The motion made in the Houſe of Commons for an addreſs 
of thanks implied, that they ſhould expreſs their ſatisfaction 


at the preſent ſituation of affairs both at home and abroad. 


The motion was carried, notwithſtanding the oppoſition 
of thote who obſerved, that the nation had very little rea- 


ſon to be plexſed with the preſent poſture of affairs; that 
the 
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the French were employed in fortifying and reſtoring the 
harbour of Dunkirk, contrary to the faith of the moſt ſo- 
lemn treaties; that the Britiſh merchants had received no 
redreſs for the depredations committed by the Spaniards 


that the commerce of England daily decreaſed ; that no 


ſort of trade throve but the traffick of Change-Alley, where 


the moſt abominable frauds were practiſed; and that every 


ſeſſion of parliament opened a new ſcene of villainy and 
impoſition. 

| IV. The penſion bill was once more revived, and 
loſt again in the Houſe of Peers. All the reaſons former- 
ly advanced againſt a ſtanding army were now repeated; 
and a reduction of the number inſiſted upon with ſuch 
warmth, that the miniſterial party were obliged to have 
recourſe to the old phantom of the Pretender. Sir Archer 
Croft ſaid a continuation of the ſame number of forces 
was the more neceſſary, becauſe, to his knowledge, popery 
was increaſing very faſt in the country; for, in one pariſh 
which he knew, there were ſeven popiſh prieſts; and 


that the danger from the Pretender was the more to be 


| feared, becauſe they did not know but he was then breed- 
| ing his fon a proteſtant. Sir Robert Walpole obſerved, 
| that a reduction of the army was the chief thing withed 


| for and deſired by all the Jacobites in the kingdom; that 


no reduction had ever been made but what gave freth 
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| hopes to that party, and encouraged them to raiſe tumults 


| againſt the government; and he did not doubt but that 
i they ſhould reſolve to reduce any part of the army, there 
| would be poſt-horſes employed that very night to carry 
| the good news beyond ſea to the Pretender. His brother 


| Horatio added that the number of troops then propoſed 
| was abſolutely neceſſary to ſupport bis Majeity's govern- 


ment, and would be neceſſary as long as the nation en- 
| joyed the happineſs of having the preſent illuſtrious family 


on the throne. The futility, the ſelf-contradiction, and 
| the ridiculous abſurdity of theſe ſuggeſtions were properly 


| expoſed ; neverthelſs, the army was voted without any 
reduction. Sir Wilfred Lawſon having made a motion 
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for an addreſs to the King, to know what ſatisfaction had 
been made by Spain for the depredations committed on the 
Britiſn merchants, it was after a violent debate approved, 
and the addreſs preſented. The King, in anſwer to this 
remonſtrance, gave them to underſtand, that the meeting 
of the commiſſaries of the two crowns had been fo long de- 
layed by unforeſeen accidents; that the conferences were not 


opened till the latter end of the preceding February; and 


vice of the enſuing year. 


that as the courts of London and Madrid had agreed that 


the term of three years ſtipulated for finiſhing the commil- 


ſion ſhould be computed from their firſt meeting, a perfect 
account of their proceedings could not as yet be laid before 
the Houſe of Commons. A bill had been long depending 
for granting encouragement to the ſugar colonies in the 


Weſt-Indies; but, as it was founded upon a prohibition 


that would have put a ftop to all commerce between the 
French iſlands and the Britiſh ſettlements in North-Ame- 
rica, it met with a very warm oppoſition from thoſe who 
had the proſperity of thoſe northern colonies at heart. But 
the bill being patroniſed and ſupported by court intereſt, 
ſurmounted all objections; and afterwards paſſed into a 
law. While the Commons deliberated upon the ſupply, 


Sir Robert Walpole moved, that five hundred thouſand 


pounds ſhould be iſſued out of the ſinking fund for the ſer- 
Sir William Wyndham, Mr. 
Pulteney, and Sir John Barnard, expatiated upon the ini- 
quity of pillaging a ſacred depoſit, ſolemnly appropriated 
to the diſcharge of the national debt. They might have 
demonſtrated the egregious folly of a meaſure, by which 
the publick, for a little temporary eaſe, loſt the advantage 
of the accumulating intereſt which would have ariſen from 
the ſinking fund if properly managed and reſerved. All 
objections vaniſhed before the powers of miniſterial influ- 
ence, which nothing now could check but the immediate 
danger of popular commotion. Such hazardous interpoſi- 
tion actually defeated a ſcheme which had been adopted 
by the miniſter, and even before its appearance alarmed 
all the trading part of the nation. 
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dV. The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a committee; C H A P. 


to deliberate upon the moſt proper methods for the better 
ſecurity and improvement of the duties and revenues 
charged upon tobacco and wines, all the papers relating 
to theſe duties were ſubmitted to the peruſal of the mem- 
bers : the commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms and Exciſe were 
ordered to attend the Houſe, the avenues of which were 
| crowded with multitudes of people; and the members in 
| the oppoſition waited impatiently for a propoſal, in which 
they thought the liberties of their country ſo deeply in- 
| tereſted. In a word, there had been a call of the Houſe 
on the preceding day. The ſeſſion was frequent and 
W full; and both ſides appeared ready and eager for the 

| conteſt, when Sir Robert Walpole broached his deſign. 
| He took notice of the arts which had been uſed to pre- 
judice the people againſt his plan before it was known. 
He affirmed that the clamours occaſioned by theſe preju— 
| dices had originally riſen from ſmugglers and ſraudulent 
| dealers, who had enriched themſelves by cheating the 
| publick; and that theſe had been ſtrenuouſly aſſiſted and 
| ſupported by another ſet of men, fond of every opportunity 
| to ſtir up the people of Great-Britain to mutiny and ſc- 
| dition. He expatiated on the frauds that were committed 
in that branch of the revenue ariſing from the duties on 
| tobacco; upon the hardſhips to which the American 
| planters were ſubjected by the heavy duties payable on 
| importation as well as by the ill uſage they had met with 
from their factors and correſpondents in England, who, 
from being their ſervants, were now become their maſters; 


| upon the injury done to the fair trader; and the loſs 


| ſuſtained by the publick with reſpect to the revenue. He 
| aſſerted that the ſcheme he was about to propoſe would 


| remove all theſe inconveniencies, prevent numberleſs frauds, 


| perjuries, and falſe entries, and add two or three hundred 
| thouſand pounds per annum to the publick revenue. He 
entered into a long detail of frauds practiſed by the knaviſſi 
dealer in thoſe muoditics : he recited the ſeveral acts 
| of parliament that related to the duties on wine and 
q tobacco: 
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tobacco: he declared he had no intention to promote a 
general exciſe : he endeavoured to obviate ſome objections 
that might be made to his plan, the nature of which he 
at length explained. He propoſed to join the laws of Ex- 
eiſe to thoſe of the Cuſtoms : that the further ſubſidy of 
three farthings per pound charged upon imported tobacco 
thould be ſtill levied at the Cuſtom-Houſe, and payable 
to his Majefty's civil-liſt as heretofore ; that then the 
tobacco ſhould be lodged in warehouſes, to be appointed 
for that purpoſe by the commiſſioners of the Exciſe; that 
the keeper of each warehouſe, appointed likewiſe by the 
commiſſioners, ſhould have one lock and key, and the 
merchant-importer have another; and that the tobacco 
ſhould be thus ſecured until the merchant ſhould find vent 


for it, either by exportation or home conſumption ; that 
the part deſigned for exportation ſhould be weighed at the 


Cuſtom-Houſe, diſcharged of the three farthings per pound 
which had been paid at its firſt importation, and then 
exported without further trouble; that the portion deſtined 
for home conſumytion ſhould, in preſence of the ware- 


houſe-keeper, be delivered to the purchaſer, upon his pay- 


ing the inland duty of four pence per pound weight to 
the proper officers appointed to receive it; by which means 
the merchant would be eaſed of the inconvenience of pay- 
ing the duty upon importation, or of granting bonds and 
finding ſureties for the payment, before he had found a 
market for the commodity z that all penalties and ſor- 
feitures, ſo far as they formerly belonged to the crown, 
ſhould for the future be applied to the uſe of the publick; 
that appeals in this, as well as in all other cafes relating to 
the exciſe, ſhould be heard and determined by two or three 
of the judges, to be named by his Majeſty; and in the 
country, by the judge of aſſiſe upon the next circuit, 
who ſhould hear and determine ſuch appeals in the moi 
ſummary manner, without the formality of proceedings in 
courts of law or equity. | 

6 VI. Such was the ſubſtance of the famous excile 
ſcheme, in favour of which Sir Robert Walpole moved, 
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that the duties and ſubſidies on tobacco ſhould from and C H "a P. 


after the twenty- fourth day of June ceaſe and determine. 
The debate which enſued was managed and maintained by 
all the able ſpeakers on both ſides of the queſtion. Sir 
Robert Walpole was anſwered by Mr. Perry, member for 
the city of London. Sir Paul Methuen joined in the op- 


poſition. Sir John Barnard, another repreſentative of 


| London, diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the ſame cauſe. He was 
| ſupported by Mr. Pulteney, Sir William Wyndham, and 


| other patriots. 'The ſcheme was eſpouſed by Sir Philip 
Yorke, appointed lord-chief-juſtice of the King's-Bench, 


| and ennobled in the courſe of the enſuing year. Sir 


W [oſeph Jekyl approved of the project, which was likewiſe 


; itrenuouſly defended by Lord Hervey, Sir Thomas Robin- 
| ſon, Sir William Yonge, Mr. Pelham, and Mr. Winning- 
ton, which laſt excelled all his cotemporaries of the mini- 
| {try in talents and addreſs. Thoſe who argued againſt the 


| ſcheme accuſed the miniſter of having miſrepreſented 


| the frauds, and made falſe calculations. With reſpect to 
the ſuppoſed hardſhips under which the planters were ſaid 
| to labour, they affirmed that no planter had ever dreamed 
of complaining, until inſtigated by letters and applications 
from London: that this ſcheme, far from relieving the 


| planters, would expoſe the factors to ſuch grievous op- 


| preſſion, that they would not be able to continue the 
trade, conſequently the planters would be entirely ruined ; 
and after all it would not prevent thoſe frauds againſt 
which it was ſaid to be provided : that from the examina- 
tion of the commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, it appeared 
that thoſe frauds did not exceed forty thouſand pounds 
per annum, and might in a great meaſure be aboliſhed, by 
a due execution of the laws in being; conſequently this 
ſcheme was unneceflary, would be ineffectual in augment- 
ing the revenue, deſtructive to trade, and dangerous to 
© the liberties of the ſubject, as it tended to promote a 


general exciſe, which was in all countries conſidered as a 


grievous oppreſſion. They ſuggeſted that it would pro- 
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BOOK keepers, appointed and paid by the Treaſury, ſo as to 
multiply the dependents on the crown, and enable it {till 
further to influence the freedom of elections: that the 
traders would become flaves to exciſemen and ware- 
houſe-keepers, as they would be debarred all acceſs to 
their commodities, except at certain hours, when attended 
by thoſe officers : that the merchant, for every quantity of 
tobacco he could ſell, would be obliged to make a journey, 
or ſend a meſſenger to the office for a permit, which could 
not be obtained without trouble, expenſe, and delay : and 
that ſhould a law be enacted in conſequence of this mo- 
tion, it would in all probability be ſome time or other uſed 
as a precedent for introducing exciſe laws into every 
branch of the revenue; in which caſe the liberty of Great- 
In the courſe of this debate, 
Sir Robert Walpole took notice of the multitudes which 
had beſet all the approaches to the Houſe. 
would be an eafy taſk for a deſigning ſeditious perſon : 
raiſe a tumult and diſorder among them : that gentlemen 
might give them what name they ſhould think fit, and 
affirm they were come as humble ſuppliants ; but he knew 
whom the law called ſturdy beggars; and thoſe who 
brought them to that place could not be certain but that 
they might behave in the ſame manner. 
was reſented by Sir John Barnard, who obſerved that mer- 
chants of character had a right to come down to the 
Court of Requeſts, and lobby of the Houſe of Commons, 
in order to ſollicit their friends and acquaintance again 
any ſcheme or project which they might think prejudicial 
to their commerce: that when he came into the Houſe, 
he ſaw none but ſuch as deſerved the appellation of ſturd) 
beggars as little as the honourable gentleman himſelf, or 
any gentleman whatever. After a warm diſpute the me- 
tion was carried by a majority of ſixty-one voices. Several 
reſolutions were founded on the propoſal ; and to theſe th: 
Houſe agreed, though not without another violent contell 
The reſolutions produced a bill, againſt which petition: 
were preferred by the lord-mayor, aldermen, and 


Britain would be no more. 


He ſaid it 
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common council of London, the cities of Coventry and Not- 
tingham. A motion was made that counſel ſhould be heard 
for the city of London; but it was rejected by the ma- 
jority, and the petitions were ordered to lie upon the table. 
Had the miniſter encountered no oppoſition but that which 
appeared within doors, his project would have certainly 
been carried into execution: but the whole nation was 
alarmed, and clamoured loudly againſt the exciſe-bill. 
The populace ſtill crowded around Weſtminſter-hall, 
blocking up all the avenues to the Houſe of Commons. 
They even inſulted the perſons of thoſe members who had 
voted for the miniſtry on this occaſion 3 and Sir Robert 


Walpole began to be in fear of his life, He, therefore, 


thought proper to drop the deſign, by moving that the 


ſecond reading of the bill might be poſtponed till the 


twelfth day of June. Then complaint being made of the 
inſolence of the populace, who had maltreated ſeveral 
members, divers reſolutions were taken againſt thoſe tu- 


multuous crowds, and their abettors: theſe reſolves were 


communicated to the lord-mayor of London, the ſheriff of 
| Middleſex, and the high-bailiff of Weſtminſter. Some 
| individuals were apprehended in the Court of Requeſts, as 
having fomented the diſturbances ; but they were ſoon 
releaſed. 'The miſcarriage of the bill was celebrated with 
publick rejoicings in London and Weſtminſter; and the 
miniſter was burned in effigy by the populace. After the 
miſcarriage of the exciſe- ſcheme, the Houſe unanimouſly 
reſolved to enquire into the frauds and abuſes in the Cui- 
toms; and a committee of twenty-one perſons was choſen 
by ballot for this purpoſe. 

$ VII. The ſubſequent debates of this ſeſſion were oc- 
caſioned by a bill to prevent the infamous practice of ſtock- 
jobbing, which with great difficulty made its way to the 
Houſe of Lords, who propoſed ſome amendments, in 
conſequence of which it was laid aſide; and by another 
bill eſtabliſhing a lottery, to raiſe five hundred thouſand 


pounds for the relief of thoſe who had ſuffered by the cha- 
ritable corporation. After having undergone ſome alter- 
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BOOK ations it paſſed through both Houſes, and obtained the 


royal aſſent. The King, by a meſſage to parliament, had 


ſignified his intention to give the Princeſs Royal in mar- 


riage to the Prince of Orange, promiſing himſelf their con- 
currence and aſſiſtance, that he might be enabled to beſtow 
ſuch a portion with his eldeſt daughter as ſhould be ſuitable 
to the occaſion. The Commons immediately reſolved, 
that out of the monies ariſing from the ſale of lands in the 
iſland of St. Chriſtopher's his Majeſty ſhould be empower- 
ed to apply fourſcore thouſand pounds, as a marriage dower 
for his daughter ; and a clauſe for this purpoſe was inſerted 


in the bill, for enabling his Majeſty to apply five hundred 
thouſand pounds out of the ſinking fund for the ſervice of 


the current year. | | 

$ VIIT. The oppoſition in the Houſe of Lords was ſtili 
more animated, though ineffectual. The debates chiefly 
turned upon the penſion-bill, the number of land forces, 
and a motion made by Lord Bathurſt, for an account 
of the produce of the forfeited eſtates which had 
belonged to the directors of the South-Sea company. 
The truſtees for theſe eſtates had charged themſelves with 


a great ſum of money, and the lords in the oppoſition 


thought they had a right to know how it had been dit- 
poſed. The miniſtry had reaſons to ſtiſle this enquiry ; 
and, therefore, oppoſed it with all their vigour. Never- 
theleſs, the motion was carried, after a warm diſpute, and 
the directors of the South-Sea company were ordered to 


lay the account before the Houſe. From this, it appeared 


that the large ſums of money ariſing from the forfeited 
eſtates had been diſtributed among the proprietors, by way 
of dividend, even before recourſe was had to parhament 
for directions in what manner that produce ſhould be ap- 


plied: Lord Bathurſt, therefore, moved for a reſolution of 


the Houſe, that the diſpoſal of this money by way of dividend, 
without any order or direction of a general court for that 
purpoſe, was a violation of the act of parliament made for 
the diſpoſal thereof, and a manifeſt injuſtice done to the 
proprietors of that ſtock. The Duke of Newcaſtle, in 
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order to gain time, moved, that as the account was con- C 155 Th 
fuſed, and almoſt unintelligible, the preſent directors 6f | 


the company might be ordered to lay before the Houſe a 
further and more diſtinct account of the manner in which 
the money had been diſpoſed. A violent conteſt enſued, 
in the courſe of which the Houſe divided, and of fifty-ſeven 
peers who voted for the delay, forty-ſix were fuch as en- 
joyed preferment in the church, commithons in the army, 
or civil employments under the government. At length 


Lord Bathurſt waved his motion for that time: then the 


Houſe ordered that the preſent and former directors of the 
South-Sea company, together with the late inſpeCtors of 
their accounts, ſhould attend, and be examined. They 
were accordingly interrogated, and gave ſo little ſatis- 
faction, that Lord Bathurſt moved for a committee of en- 
quiry ; but the queſtion being put, was carried in the 


negative: yet a very ſtrong proteſt was entered by the 


lords in the oppoſition. The next ſubject of altercation 
was the bill for miſapplying part of he produce of the 
ſinking fund. It was attacked with all the force of argu- 
ment, wit, and declamation by the Earl of Stafford, Lords 


Bathurſt and Carteret, and particularly by the Earl of Che- 


ſterfield, who had by this time reſigned his ſtaff of lord-ſtew- 
ard of the houſehold, and renounced all connexion with the 
miniſtry. Lord Bathurſt moved for a reſolution, importing 
that, in the opinion of the Houſe, the ſinking-fund ought 
for the future to be applied, in time of peace and publick 
tranquillity, to the redemption of thoſe taxes which were 
moſt prejudicial to the trade, moſt burthenſome on the 
manufactures, and moſt oppreſſive on the poor of the 


nation. This motion was over-ruled, and the bill adopted 
| by the majority. On the eleventh day of June, the King 


gave the royal aſſent to the bills that were prepared, and 
| cloſed the ſeſſion with a ſpeech, in which he took notice 
[ of the wicked endeavours that had been lately uſed to in- 
flame the minds of the people, by the moſt unjuſt miſrepre- 
ſentations. 
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MISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


= $ IX. Europe was now re- involved in'freſh troubles, by 
a vacancy on the throne of Poland. Auguſtus died at 


Warſaw in the end of January, and the neighbouring 
powers were immediately in commotion. The Elector of 
Saxony, ſon to the late king, and Staniſlaus, whoſe daugh- 


ter was married to the French monarch, declared them- 


ſelves candidates for the Poliſh throne. The Emperor, 
the Czarina, and the King of Pruſſia eſpouſed the intereſts 


of the Saxon: the King of France ſupported the preten- 


lions of his father-in-law. The foreign miniſters at War- 
ſaw forthwith began to form intrigues among the Electors; 
the Marquis de Monti, ambaſſadour from France, exerted 
himſelf ſo ſucceſsfully, that he ſoon gained over the pri- 


mate, and a majority of the Catholick dietines, to the 


intereſts of Staniſlaus ; while the Imperial and Ruſhan 
troops hovered on the frontiers of Poland. The French 
King no fooner underſtood that a body of the Emperor's 
forces was encamped in Sileſia, than he ordered the Duke 
of Berwick to aſſemble an army on the Rhine, and tak- 


| meaſures for entering Germany, in cafe the Imperialiſt- 


ſhould march into Poland. A French fleet ſet fail for 


Dantzick, while Staniſlaus travelled through Germany in 


diſguiſe to Poland, and concealed himſelf in the houſe of 


the French ambaſſadour at Warfaw. As the day of election 


approached, the Imperial, Ruſſian, and Pruſſian mini- 
ſters delivered in their ſeveral declarations, by way of 
proteſt againſt the contingent election of Staniſlaus, as a 
perſon proſcribed, diſqualified, depending upon a foreign 


power, and connected with the Turks, and other infide]z. 
The Ruſſian General Laſci entered Poland at the head of 


fifty thouſand men: the diet of the election was opened 
with the uſual ceremony on the twenty- fifth day of Auguſt. 
Prince Vieſazowiſki, chief of the Saxon intereſt, retired 


to the other ſide of the Viſtula, with three thouſand men, 


including ſome of the nobility who adkered to that party. 
Nevertheleſs, the primate proceeded to the election: Staniſ— 
laus was unanimouſly choſen king; and appeared in the 


electoral field, where he was received with loud accla- 
mation 
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mation. The oppoſite party ſoon increaſed to ten thou- C H AP. 


ſand men; proteſted againſt the election, and joined the 
Ruſſian army, which advanced by ſpeedy marches. King 
Staniſlaus finding himſelf unable to cope with ſuch adver- 
ſaries, retired with the primate and French ambaſſadour to 
Dantzick, leaving the Palatme of Kiow ar Warſaw. 
This general attacked the Saxon palace, which was ſur- 
rendered upon terms: then the ſoldiers and inhabitants plun- 


| V. 
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dered the houſes belonging to the grandees who had declar- 


ed for Auguſtus, as well as the hotel of the Ruſſian miniſter. 
In the mean time, the Poles, who had joined the Muſco- 
vites, finding it impracticable to paſs the Viſtula before 
the expiration of the time fixed for the ſeſſion of the diet, 
erected a kolo at Grocow, where the Elector of Saxony 
was choſen and proclaimed, by the Biſhop of Cracow, 
King of Poland, under the name of Auguſtus III. on the 
ſixth day of October. They afterwards paſſed the river, 
and the Palatine of Kiow retiring towards Cracow, they 
took poſſeſſion of Warſaw, where in their turn they plun- 
dered the e and houſes belonging to the oppoſite 
party. 

$ X. During theſe nein, the French King con- 
cluded a treaty with Spain and Sardinia, by which thoſe 
powers agreed to declare war againſt the Emperor. Mani- 
feſtos were publiſhed 'reciprocally by all the contracting 
powers. The Duke of Berwick paſſed the Rhine in 
October, and undertook the ſiege of fort Kehl, which in 
a few days was ſurrendered on capitulation; then he re- 
paſſed the river, and returned to Verſailles. The King 
of Sardinia having declared war againſt the Emperor, 
joined a body of French forces commanded by Mareſchal 
de Villars, and drove the Imperialiſts out of the Milaneſe. 
His Imperial Majeſty dreading the effects of ſuch a power- 
ful confederacy againſt him, offered to compromiſe all 


differences with the crown of Spain, under the mediation 


of the King of Great-Britain; and Mr. Keene, the Britiſh 
miniſter at Madrid, propoſed an accommodation. Philip 
expreſſed his acknowledgements to the King of England, 
declaring, however, that the Emperor's advances were too 

_ late; 
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late; and that his own reſolutions were already Wen. 


Nevertheleſs, he ſent orders to the Count de Montijo, his 
ambaſſador at London, to communicate to his Britannick 


Majeſty the motives which had induced him to take theſe 
reſolutions. In the mean time, he detached a powerful 


armament to Italy, where they inveſted the Imperial fortreſs 


of Aula, the 3 of which were obliged to ſurrender 
themſelves priſoners of war. The republick of Venice de- 


clared ſhe would take no ſhare in the diſputes of Italy; 


the States-General ſigned a neutrality with the French King 
for the Auſtrian Netherlands, without conſulting the Em- 
peror or the King of Great- Britain; and the gels coun- 
cils ſeemed to be altogether pacifick. 

XI. In November the Prince of Orange arrived at 


Greenwich, in order to efpouſe the Princeſs Royal; but 


the marriage was poſtponed on account of his being taken 
ul; and he repaired to Bath in Somerſetſhire, to drink 


the waters for the recovery of his ſtrength. Henrietta rhe 


young Ducheſs of Marlborough dying about this time, 
the title devolved to her ſiſter's fon, the Earl of Sunder- 
land. Lord King reſigning his office of chancellor, it 


was conferred upon Mr. Talbot, ſollicitor-general, together 


with the title of a baron; a promotion that reflected 
honour upon thoſe by whom it was adviſed. He poſſeſſed 
the ſpirit of a Roman ſenator, the elegance of an Atticus, 
and the integrity of a Cato. At the meeting of the parſiu- 


ment in January, the King told them, in his ſpeech, 


that though he was no way engaged in the war which had 


begun to rage in Europe, except by the good offices he 


had employ ed among the contending powers, he could not 


$t regardleſs of the preſent events, or be unconcerned for 


the conſequences of a war undertaken and ſupported by 
ſuch a powerful alliance. He ſaid he had thought proper 
to take time to examine the facts alledged on both ſides, 


and to wait the reſult of the councils of thoſe powers that 
were more immediately intereſted in the conſequences of 
He declared he would concert with his 


the rupture. 
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United Provinces, fuch meafures as ſhould be thought moſt C H A ÞP, 


adviſeable for their common ſafety, and for reſtoring the 
peace of Europe. In the mean time, he expreſſed his hope 


that they would make ſuch proviſion as ſhould ſecure his 


kingdom, rights, and poſſeſſions from all dangers and in- 
ſults, and maintain the reſpect due to the Britiſh nation. 
He ſaid, that whatever part it might in the end be mot 
reaſonable for him to act, it would in all views be neceſlary, 
when all Europe was preparing for arms, to put his king- 
doms in a poſture of defence. The motion for an addreſs 
of thanks produced, as uſual, a debate in both Houſes, 
which, it muſt be owned, appears to have proceeded from 
a ſpirit of cavilling, rather than from any reaſonable cauſe 
of objection. . TG 
$ XII. The Houſe of Commons reſolved to addreſs his 
Majeſty for a copy of the treaty of Vienna. Sir John 
Ruſhout moved for another, defiring that the letters and 
inſtructions relating to the execution of the treaty of 
Seville ſhould be ſubmitted to the inſpection of the Com- 
mons; but, after a hard ſtruggle, it was over-ruled. 
The next motion was made by Mr. Sandys, a gentleman 
who had for ſome time appeared ſtrenuous in the oppo- 
ſition, and wrangled with great perfeverance, He pro- 
poſed that the Houſe ſhould examine the inſtructions which 
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had been given to the Britiſh miniſter in Poland, fome 


years before the death of King Auguſtus, that they might 
be the better able to judge of the cauſes which produced 
this new rupture among the powers of Europe. The 


motion being oppoſed by all the court members, a conteſt _ 


enſued, in the courſe of which Mr. Pulteney compared 


the miniſtry to an empyrick, and the conſtitution of Eng- 
land to his patient. This pretender in phyſick (ſaid he) 


being conſulted, tells the diſtempered perſon, there were 


but two or three ways of treating his diſeaſe; and he was 
afraid that none of them would ſucceed, A vomit might 
throw him into convulſions that would occaſion immediate 
death; a purge might bring on a diarrhoea that would 
carry him off in a ſhort time; and he had been already 

bled 
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B OO k bled fo much, and ſo often, that he could bear it no longer. 


The unfortunate patient ſhocked at this declaration, re- 
plies, © Sir, you have always pretended to be a regular 
doctor, but I now find you are an arrant quack. I 


© had an excellent conſtitution when I firſt fell into 


your hands, but you have quite deſtroyed it; and now 
© I find I have no other chance for ſaving my life, but 


© by calling for the help of ſome regular phyſician.“ In 


the debate, the members on both ſides ſeemed to wander 
from the queſtion, and indulge themſelves with ludicrous 
perſonalities. Mr. H. Walpole took occaſion to ſay, that 
the oppoſition treated the miniſtry as he himſelf was treat- 
ed by ſome of his acquaintance, with reſpect to his dreſs. 
« If I am in plain clothes (ſaid he) then they call me a 
<« flovenly, dirty fellow; and if by chance I wear a laced 
“ ſuit, they cry, What, ſhall ſuch an aukward fellow 
«« wear fine clothes?“ He continued to ſport in this kind 
of idle buffoonery. He compared the preſent adminiſtra- 
tion to a ſhip at ſea. As long as the wind was fair, and 
proper for carrying us to our deſigned port, the word was 
Steady! ſteady !” but when the wind began to ſhift and 
change, the word was neceſſarily altered to © Thus, 
“thus, and no near.” The motion was overpowered by 
the majority; and this was the fate of ſeveral other propo- 
fals made by the members in the oppoſition. Sir John 
Barnard preſented a petition from the druggitts, and other 
dealers in tea, complaining of the inſults and oppreſſion 


to which they were ſubjected by the exciſe laws, and im- 


ploring relief. Sir John and Mr. Perry, another of the city- 
members, explained the grievous hardſhips which thoſe 
traders ſuſtained, and moved that the petition might be re- 


ferred to the conſideration of the whole Houſe. They were 


oppoſed by Mr. Winnington, Sir W. Yonge, and other 


_ partiſans of the miniſtry ; and theſe ſkirmiſhes brought on 


a general engagement of the two parties, in which every 
weapon of ſatire, argument, reaſon, and truth was wield- 
ed againſt that odious, arbitrary, and oppreſſive method of 
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collecting the publick revenue. Nevertheleſs, the motion CHAP, 


in favour of the ſufferers was rejected. 

XIII. When the Commons deliberated upon the fap- 
ly; Mr. Andrews, deputy-paymaſter of the army, moved 
for an addition of eighteen hundred men to the number of 


land- forces which had been continued ſince the preceding 


year. The members in the oppoſition diſputed this ſmall 
augmentation with too much heat and eagerneſs. It mutt 
be acknowledged, they were by this time irritated into ſuch 
perſonal animoſity againſt the miniſter, that they reſolved 
to oppoſe all his meaſures, whether they might or mighr 
not be neceſſary for the ſafety and advantage of the king- 


dom. Nor indeed were they altogether blameable for act- 


ing on this maxim, if their ſole aim was to remove from 
the confidence and councils of their ſovereign a man 
whoſe conduct they thought prejudicial to the intereſt and 
liberties of their country. They could not, however, 
prevent the augmentation propoſed : but they reſolved, if 
they could not wholly ſtop the career of the miniſtry, to 
throw in ſuch a number of rubs as ſhould at leaſt retard 


their progreſs. The Duke of Bolton and Lord Cobham 


had been deprived of the regiments they commanded, be- 
cauſe they refuſed to concur in every project of the 21 
niſtration. It was in conſequence of their diſmiſſion that 
Lord Morpeth moved for a bill to prevent any commiſſion- 
officer, not above the rank of a colonel, from being re- 


moved, unleſs by a court-martial, or by addreſs of either 


Houſe of parliament. Such an attack on the prerogative 


might have ſucceeded in the latter part of the reign of the 


firſt Charles; but at this juncture could not fail to miſ- 
carry: yet it was ſuſtained with great vigour and addreſs. 
When the propoſal was ſet ail de by the majority, Mr. 
Sandys moved for an addreſs to the King, defiring to know 


who adviſed his Majeſty to remove the Duke of Bolton 


and Lord Cobham from their reſpeCtive regiments. Re 
was ſeconded by Mr. Pulteney and Sir William Wynd- 


ham: but the miniſtry foreſecing another tedious diſpute 
called for the queition, and the motion was carried in the 
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ſecuring the freedom of parliament, by limiting the number 
of officers in the Houſe of Commons. It was read a firſt 


and ſecond time; but, when a motion was made for its 
being committed, it met with a powerful oppoſition, and 


produced a warm debate that iſſued in a queſtion which, 
like the former, paſſed in the negative. A clergyman 
having inſinuated in converſation, that Sir William Mil- 
ner, baronet, member for York, received a penſion from 
the miniſtry; the Houſe took cognizance of this report : 
the clergyman acknowledged at the bar that he might have 
dropped ſuch a hint from hearſay. The accuſed member 
proteſted, upon his honour, that he never did, or ever 
would receive, place, penſion, gratuity, or reward from 
the court, either directly or indirectly, for voting in parlia- 
ment, or upon any other account whatever. The accuſa- 
tion was voted falſe and ſcandalous, and the accuſer taken 
into cuſtody ; but in a few days he was diſcharged upon 
his humble petition, and his begging pardon of the mem- 
ber whom he had calumniated. 'The duty upon falt was 
prolonged for eight years; and a bill preg againſt ſtock- 


jobbing. 


XIV. But the ſubject which of all others employed 
the eloquence and abilities on both fides to the moſt vigo- 
rous exertion, was a motion made by Mr. Bromley, who 
propoſed that a bill ſhould be brought in for repealing the 
ſeptennial act, and for the more frequent meeting and 
calling of parliaments. The arguments for and againſt 
ſeptennial parliaments have already been ſtated. The 
miniſtry now inſiſted upon the increaſe of papiſts and 


Jacobites, which rendered it dangerous to weaken the 


hands of the government: they challenged the oppoſition to 


produce one inſtance in which the leaſt encroachment had 


been made on the liberties of the people ſince the ſeptennial 
act took place; and they defied the moſt ingenious malice 
to prove that his preſent Majeſty had ever endeavoured to 
extend any branch of the prerogative beyond its legal 
bounds. Sir John Hinde Cotton affirmed, that f in many 
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parts of England the papiſts had already begun to uſe all 
their influence in favour of thoſe candidates who were re- 
commended by the miniſters as members in the enſuing 
parliament. With reſpect to his Majeſty's conduct, he 
ſaid he would not anſwer one word; but as to the griev. 
ances introduced fince the law was enacted for ſeptennial 
parliaments, he thought himſelf more at liberty to declare 
his ſentiments. He aſſerted that the ſeptennial law itſelf 
was an encroachment on the rights of the people; a law 
paſſed by a parliament that made itſelf ſeptennial. He 
obſerved, that the laws of treaſon with regard to trials 
were altered ſince that period: that in former times a man 
was tried by a jury of his neighbours, within the country 
where the crimes alledged againſt him were ſaid to be com- 
mitted ; but by an act of a ſeptennial parliament he might be 
removed and tried in any place where the crown, or rather 
the miniſtry, could find a jury proper for their purpoſe ; 
where the priſoner could not bring any witneſs in his 
juſtification, without an expenſe which perhaps his circum- 
ſtances would not bear. He aſked if the riot act was not 


an encroachment on the rights of the people? An act by 


which a little dirty juſtice of the peace, the meaneſt and 
vileſt tool a miniſter can uſe, who perhaps ſubſiſts by his 
being in the commiſſion, and may be deprived of that fub- 
ſiſtence at the pleaſure of his patron, had it in his power 
to put twenty or thirty of the beſt ſubjects in England to 
immediate death, without any trial 'or form but that of 
reading a proclamation. © Was not the fatal South-Sea 
« ſcheme (ſaid he) eſtabliſhed by the act of a ſeptennial 
« parliament ? And can any man aſk, whether that law 
« was attended with any inconvenience ? To the glorious 
catalogue I might have added the late exciſe-bill, if it 
had paſſed into a law; but, thank heaven, the ſeptennial 
« parliament was near expiring before that famous meaſure 
« was introduced.” 

XV. Sir William Wyndham concluded: an DE 
ſpeech, that ſpoke him the unrivalled orator, the uncor- 
rupted Eriton, and the unſhaken patriot, in words to this 

effect: 
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effe&t : © Let us ſuppoſe a man abandoned to all notions 
« of virtue and hongur, of no great family, and but x 
c mean fortune, raiſed to be chief miniſter of ſtate, 


„ by the concurrence of many whimſical events; afraid, 


« or unwilling, to truſt any but creatures of his own ma- 
« king ; loſt to all ſenſe of ſhame and reputation; igno- 
« rant of his country's true intereſt; purſuing no aim but 
« that of aggrandizing himſelf and his favourites; in fo- 
« reign affairs truſting none but thoſe who, from the 


“nature of their education, cannot poſſibly be qualified 


« for the ſervice of their country, or give weight and 
« credit to their negociations. Let us ſuppoſe the true 
<« intereſt of the nation, by ſuch means, neglected or 
& miſunderſtood, her honour tarnithed, her importance 
« Joſt, her trade inſulted, her merchants plundered, and 
« her ſailors murthered ; and all theſe circumſtances over- 
« looked, leſt his adminiſtration ſhould be endangered. 
ee Suppoſe him next poſſeſſed of immenſe wealth, the 
« plunder of the nation, with a parliament chiefly com- 
<« poſed of members whoſe ſeats are purchaſed, and 
« whole votes are bought at the expenſe of the publick 
« treaſure. In ſuch a parliament, ſuppoſe all attempt; 
« made to enquire into his conduct, or to relieve the 


nation from the diſtreſs which has been entailed upon 
« it by his adminiſtration. Suppoſe him ſcreened by a 


« corrupt majority of his creatures, whom he retains in 
« daily pay, or engages in his particular intereſt, by di- 
« {tributing among them thoſe poſts and places which 
6 ought never to be beſtowed upon any but for the good 
« of the publick. Let him plume himſelf upon his 
« ſcandalous victory, becauſe he has obtained a parliament 
« like a packed jury ready to acquit him at all adventures. 
« Let us ſuppoſe him domineering with inſolence over all 
« the men of ancient families, over all the men of ſenſe, 
cc ſigure, or fortune in the nation: as he has no virtue 
« of his own, ridiculing it in others, and endeavouring 
« to deſtroy or corrupt it in all. With ſuch a miniſter, 
and ſuch a parliament, let us ſuppoſe a caſe which | 
& hope 
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* hope will never happen: a prince upon the throne, un- C H A p. 
informed, ignorant, and unacquainted with the incli- = 
« — 
nations and true intereſt of his people, weak, capri- 1533. 
« cious, tranſported with unbounded ambition, and poſ- 
« ſeſſed with infatiable avarice. I hope ſuch a caſe will 
e never occur; but, as it poſſibly may, could any greater 
« curſe happen to a nation, than ſuch a prince on the 
« throne, adviſed, and folely adviſed, by ſuch a miniſter, 
cc and that miniſter ſupported by ſuch a parliament. The 
ce nature of mankind cannot be altered by human laws: 
ce the exiſtence of ſuch a prince or ſuch a miniſter we 
&« cannot prevent by act of parliament; but the exiſtence 
of ſuch a parliament I think we may prevent; as it is 
* much more likely to exit, and may do more miſchief 
« while the ſeptennial law remains in force, than if it [ 
« were repealed; therefore, I am heartily for its being re- ö 
« pealed.” Notwithſtanding the moſt warm, the moſt 
nervous, the moſt pathetick remonſtrances in favour of 
the motion, the queſtion was put, and it was ſuppreſſed by 
mere dint of number. 
$ XVI. The triumph of the miniſtry was {till more com- an, i- | 
plete in the ſucceſs of a meſſage delivered from the crown Wl 
in the latter end of the ſeſſion, when a great many mem- 
bers of the other party had retired to their reſpective habi- 
tations in the country. Sir Robert Walpole delivered this 
commiſſion to the Houſe, importing, that his Majeſty 
might be enabled to augment his forces, if occaſion ſhould 
require ſuch an augmentation, between the diſſolution of 
this parliament and the election of another. Such an im- 
portant point, that was ſaid to ſtrike at the foundation of 
our liberties, was not tamely yielded; but, on the contrary, 
conteſted with uncommon ardour. The motion for takin 8 
the meſſage into conſideration was carried in the afſir- 
mative; and an addreſs preſented to the King, ſignifying 
their compliance with his defire. In conſequence of a 
ſubſequent meſſage, they prepared and paſſed a bill, ena- 
bling his Majeſty to ſettle an annuity of five thouſand 
pounds 
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BOOK pounds for life on the Princeſs Royal, as a mark of his 


— — 
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paternal favour and affection. 

XVII. The oppoſition in the Houſe of "9D kept pace 
with that in the Houſe of Commons, and was ſupported 
with equal abilities, under the auſpices of the Lords 


Bathurſt and Carteret, the Earls of Cheſterfield and Abing- 
don. The Duke of Marlborough made a motion for a 


bill to regulate the army, equivalent to that which had 
been rejected in the Lower Houſe; and it met with the 
ſame fate after a warm diſpute. Then Lord Carteret 
moved for an addreſs to the King, that he would be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to acquaint the Houſe who adviſed his Ma- 
jeſty to remove the Duke of Bolton and Lord Viſcount 
Cobham from their reſpective regiments; and what crimes 


were laid to their charge. This propoſal was likewiſe 


rejected, at the end of a debate in which the Duke of Ar- 

gyle obſerved, that two lords had been removed, but only 
one ſoldier had loſt his commiſſion. Such a great majority 
of the Scottiſh repreſentatives had always voted. for the 
miniſtry fince the acceſſion of the late King; and ſo many 
of theſe enjoyed places and preferments in the gift of the 
crown, that ſeveral attempts were made by the lords in 


the oppoſition, to prevent for the future the miniſterial in- 


fluence from extending itſelf to the elections of North- 
Britain. Accordingly, two motions for this purpoſe were 
made by the Earl of Marchmont and the Duke of Bedford; 


and ſuſtained by the Earls of Cheſterfield, Winchelſea, 


and Stair, Lords Willoughby de Broke, Bathurſt, and 
Carteret. They were oppoled by the Dukes of New- 


caſtle and Argyle, the Earl of Cholmondeley, Earl Paulet, 


Lord Hervey, now called up by writ to the Houſe of Peers, 
and Lord Talbot. The queſtion being put on both, 
they were of courſe defeated ; and the Earl of Stair was 
deprived of his regiment of Rac after having per- 


formed the moſt ſignal ſervices to the royal family, and ex- 
hauſted his fortune in ſupporting the intereſts and dignity 


of the crown. Strenuous proteſts were entered againſt the 


deciſion of the majority concerning the King's meſſage 
demanding 
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demanding a power to augment his forces during the re- CHAP. 


ceſs of parliament ; as alfo againſt a bill for enabling his 
Majeſty to apply the ſum of one million two hundred 
thouſand pounds out of the finking-fund, for the ſervice 
of the current year. The buſineſs of the ſeſſion being 
diſpatched, the King repaired to the Houſe of Lords on 
the ſixteenth day of April, and having paſſed all the bills 
that were ready for the royal aſſent, took leave of this 
parliament, with the warmeſt acknowledgement of their 
zeal, duty, and affection. It was at firſt prorogued, then 
diſſolved, and another convoked by the ſame proclama- 
tion. On the fourteenth day of March, the nuptials of 
the Prince of Orange and the Princeſs Royal were folemn- 
ized with great magnificence; and this match was at- 
tended with addreſſes of congratulation to his Majeſty from 
different parts of the kingdom. 

XVIII. The powers at war upon the continent 
acted with ſurpriling vigour, The Ruſhan and Saxon 
army inveſted the city of Dantzick, in hopes of ſecuring 
the perſon of King Staniſlaus. The town was ſtrong, 
the garriſon numerous, and, animated by the examples of 
the French and Poles, made a very obſtinate defence. For 
ſome time they were ſupplied by ſea with recruits, arms, 
and ammunition. On the eleventh day of May a re-en- 
forcement of fifteen hundred men was landed from two 
French ſhips of war and ſome tranſports, under Fort 
Wechſelmunde, which was ſo much in want of provi- 
ſions, that they were not admitted: they, therefore, re-em- 
barked, and ſailed back to Copenhagen. But afterwards 
a larger number were landed in the ſame place, and at- 
tacked the Ruſſian entrenchments, in order to force their 
way into the city. They were repulſed in this attempt, 
but retired in good order. At length the Ruſſian fleet 
arrived, under the command of Admiral Gordon; and 
now the ſiege was carried on with great fury. Fort Wech- 
ſelmunde was ſurrendered : the French troops capitulated, 
J how? were embarked in the Ruſhan ſhips, to be conveyed 
| to\ ſome port in the Baltick. Staniſlaus eſcaped in the dif- _ 
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of Auguſtus III. King of Poland, and was obliged to de- 


day of July, arrived at the convent of Oliva. There a 


reſiſtance. The Count de Belleiſle beſieged and took 
Traerbach. The Duke of Berwick, at the head of fixty 


was obliged to remain on the defenſive, in the ſtrong camp 
at Heilbron, waiting for the troops of the empire. On 


the trenches, was killed by a cannon-ball, and. the com- 
mand devolved upon the Marquis d'Asfeldt, who carricd 
forcements he expected, marched fowards the French 


military talents he could not relieve the beſieged. At 


able conditions. Prince Eugene retired to Heidelberg; and 


The Imperia! arms were not more ſucceſsful in Italy. 
The Infant Don Carlos had received ſo many invitations 
from the Neapolitan nobility, that he reſolved to take 


feſto, declaring he was ſent by his father to relieve the 
kingdom of -Naples from the oppreſſion under or ah i 
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guiſe of a peaſant to Marienwarder in the Pruſſian terri. 
fories. The city of Dantzick ſubmitted to the dominion 


fray the expenſe of the war to the Ruſhan General Count 
de Munich, who had affumed the command after the ſiege 
was begun. The Poliſh lords at Dantzick figned an 
act of ſubmiſſion to King Auguſtus, who, on the tenth 


council was held in his preſence. The recuſant noblemen 
took the oath which he propoſed. Then a general amneſly 


was proclaimed ; and the King ſet out on his return to 
Drefden. 


XIX. On the Rhine the French arms bore down all 
thouſand men, inveſted Philipſburgh, while Prince Eugene 
the twelfth day of June, the Duke of Berwick, in viſiting 
on the operations of the ſiege with equal vigour and capa- 


city. Prince Eugene, being joined by the different re-en- 


lines; but found them ſo ſtrong, that he would not hazard 
an attack; and ſuch precautions taken, that with all his 


length General Watgenau, the governour, capitulated, after 
having made a noble defence, and obtained the moſt honour- 


the campaign ended about the beginning of October, 


poſſeſſion of that kingdom. He began his march in Febru- 
ary, at the head of the Spaniih forces; publithed a mani- 
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groaned; and entered the capital amidſt the acclamations C H A P. 


of the people; while the Count de Viſcomti, the German 
viceroy, finding himſelf unable to cope with the invaders, 
thought proper to retire, after having thrown ſuccours 
into Gaeta and Capua. When he arrived at Nocera, he 
began to aſſemble the militia, with intent to form a camp 
at Barletta. The Count de Montemar marched with a 
body of forces againſt this general, and obtained over him 
a complete victory at Bitonto in Apuglia, on the twenty- 
fifth of May, when the Imperialiſts were entirely routed, 
and a great number of principal officers taken priſoners. 
Don Carlos being proclaimed, and acknowledged King of 
Naples, created the Count de Montemar Duke of Bitonto; 


reduced Gaeta, and all other parts of the kingdom 


which were garriſoned with Imperial troops; and reſolved 


to ſubdue the iſland of Sicily. About twenty thouſand 


troops being deſtined ſor this expedition were landed in 
the road of Solanto in Auguſt, under the command of the 
new Duke of Bitonto, who being favoured by the natives, 
proceeded in his conqueſts with great rapidity. The people 

acknowledged Don Carlos as their ſovereign, and took 


arms in ſupport of his government; fo that the Imperial 


troops were driven before them, and the Spaniards poſ- 


ſeſſed the whole kingdom, except Meſſina, Syracuſe, and 


Trepani, when the Infant determined to viſit the iſland in 
perſon. 


(XX. While Don Carlos was thus employed in the 


conqueſt of Naples and Sicily, the Imperialiſts were hard 


preſſed in Lombardy by the united forces of France and 
Piedmont, commanded by the King of Sardinia and the 
old Mareſchal Duke de Villars. In the month of Janu- 
ary they undertook the ſiege of Tortona, which they re- 
duced ; while the troops of the Emperor began to pour in 
great e "wa into the Mantuan. In the beginning of 


May, Count Merci, who commanded them, paſſed the 


Po in the face of the allies, notwithſtanding all the {kill of 
Villars, obliged him to retreat from the banks of that 
river, and took the caſtle of Colorno. The old French 
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general being taken il, quitted the army, and retired to 
Turin, where in a little time he died; and the King of 


Sardinia retiring to the ſame place, the command of the 


allied forces devolved upon the Mareſchal de Coigny. 
The confederates were poſted at Sanguina, and the Im- 
perialiſts at Sorbola, when the Count de Merci made a 
motion to San Profpero, as if he intended either to attack 
the enemy, or take poſſeſhon of Parma. The Mareſchal 
de Coigny forthwith made a diſpoſition for an engagement 
and, on the twenty-ninth day of June, the Imperial gene- 


ral having paſſed the Parma, began the attack with great 


impetuoſity. He charged in perſon at the head of his troops 
and was killed ſoon after the battle began. Nevertheleſs, 


the Prince of Wirtemberg aſſuming the command, both 


armies fought with preat obſtinacy, from eleven in the 
forenoon till four in the afternoon, when the Imperialiſts 


retired towards Monte Cirugalo, leaving five thouſand 


men dead on the field of battle, and among theſe many 
ofhcers of diſtinction. The loſs of the allies was very 
conſiderable, and they reaped no {ſolid fruits from their 
victory. 

6 XXI. The Imperial forces retreated to Nee and 
from thence moved to the plains of Carpi, on the right of 
the Secchia, where they received ſome re-enforcements : 
then General Count Konigſegg arriving in the camp, took 
upon himſelf the command of the army. His firſt ſtep 


was to take poſt at Quingentolo, by which mction_ 


he ſecured Mirandola, that was threatened with a ſiege. 
On the fifteenth of February he forded the river Secchia, 
and ſurpriſed the quarters of Mareſchal de Broglio, who 
eſcaped in his ſhirt with great difficulty. The French 
retired with ſuch precipitation, that they left all their 


| baggage behind, and above two thouſand were taken pri- 


foners. They poſted themſelves under Guaſtalla, where, 
on the nineteenth day of the month, they were vigorouſly 
attacked by the Imperialiſts, and a general engagement 
enfued. Konigſegg made ſeveral deſperate efforts to break 
the French cavalry, upon which, however, he covld 

| make 
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make no impreſſion. The infantry on both ſides fought C H A P. 


with uncommon ardour for fix hours, and the field was 
covered with carnage. At length the Imperial general 
retreated to Lazara, aſter having loſt above five thouſand 
men, including the Prince of Wirtemberg, the Generals 
Valpareze and Colminero, with many other officers of 
diſtinction : nor was the damage ſuſtained by the French 
greatly inferior to that of the Germans, whe repaſled the 
Po, and took poſt on the Banks of the Oglio. The allies 
croſſed the fame river, and the Marquis de Maillebois was 
ſent with a detachment to attack Mirandola ; but the Im- 
perialiſts marching to the relief of the place, compelled 
him to abandon the enterpriſe : then he rejoined his army, 
which retired under the walls of Cremona, to wait for 
ſuccours from Don Carlos. So little reſpect did the 
French court pay to the Britiſh nation, at this juncture, 
that in the month of November an edict was publiſhed in 
Paris, commanding all the Britiſh ſubjects in France, 
who were not actually in employment, from the age of 
eighteen to fifty, to quit the kingdom in fifteen days, 
or inliſt in ſome of the Iriſh regiments, on pain of being 
treated as vagabonds, and ſent to the gallies. This edict 
was executed with the utmoſt rigour. The prifons of 
Paris were crouded with the ſubjects of Great-Britain, 
who were ſurpriſed and cut off from all communication 
with their friends, and muſt have periſhed by cold and 
hunger, had not they been relieved by the active charity of 
the Janſeniſts. The Earl of Waldegrave, who then re- 
ſided at Paris as ambaſſadour from the King of Great- 
Britain, made ſuch vigorous remonſtrances to the 


French miniſtry, upon this unheard of Outrage againſt a” 


nation with which they had been fo long in alliance, that 
they thought proper to ſet the prifoners at liberty, and 
publiſh another edict, by which the meaning of the former 
was explained away. 

$ AXII. While theſe tranſactions OCCurr ed on the con- 
tinent, the King of Great-Britain augmented his land- 


forces; and warm conteſts were maintained through the 


whole 
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whole united kingdom in eleCting repreſentatives for the 
new parliament. But in all theſe ſtruggles the miniſterial 
power predominated ; and the new members appeared with 
the old complexion. The two Houſes aſſembled on the 
fourteenth day of January, and Mr. Onſlow was re-elefted 
Speaker. The leaders of both parties in all debates were 
the ſelf-ſame perſons who had conducted thoſe of the former 
parliament ; and the ſame meaſures were purſued in the 
ſame manner. The King, in his ſpeech at the opening 


of the ſeſſion, gave them to underſtand, that he had con- 


certed with the States-General of the- United Provinces 
ſuch meaſures as were thought moſt adviſeable for their 
common ſafety, and for reſtoring the peace of Europe: 
that they had conſidered on one fide the preſſing applications 
made by the Imperial court both in England and Holland, 

for obtaining ſuccours againſt the powers at war with the 
houſe of Auſtria and on the other ſide, the repeated pro- 
feſſions made by the allies, of their ſincere diſpoſition to 
put an end to the preſent troubles upon honourable and 
ſolid terms : that he and the States-General had concurred 
in a reſolution to employ their joint and earneſt inſtances to 
bring matters to a ſpeedy and happy accommodation : 

that their good offices were at length accepted ; and in a 
| ſhort time a plan would be offered to the conſideration of 


all parties engaged in the war, as a baſis for a general ne- 


gociation of peace. He told them he had uſed the power 
veſted in him by the laſt parliament with great moderation; 
and concluded a treaty with the crown of Denmark of great 
importance in the preſent conjuncture. He obſerved, 
that whilſt many of the principal powers of Europe were 
actually engaged in a war, Great-Britain muſt be more or 
ieſs affected with the conſequences; and as the beſt con- 
certed meaſures are liable to uncertainty, the nation ought 
to be prepared againſt all events. He, therefore, expreſſed 
his hope, that his good ſubjects would not repine at the 
neceſſary means of procuring the bleſſings of peace and 
univerſal tranquillity, or of putting him in a condition to 


ax that part which it might be neceſſary and incumbent 


upon 
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upon him to take. The addreſs of thanks produced a C HAP. 
diſpute as uſual, which ended with an acquieſcence in the 4p . 


motion. The Houſe, in a grand committee on the ſupply, 


reſolved, That thirty thouſand ſeamen ſhould be employed 


for the ſervice of the enſuing year; and, That the land- 
forces ſhould be augmented to the number of twenty-five 


| thouſand ſeven hundred and forty-four effective men. 


But theſe reſolutions were not taken without diſpute and 
diviſion. 'The miniſter's opponents not only re-produced 
all the reaſons which had been formerly advanced againſt a 
ſtanding army, but they oppoſed this augmentation with 
extraordinary ardour, as a huge ſtride towards the eſta- 
bliſhment of arbitrary power. They refuted thoſe fears of 
external broils on which the miniſtry pretended to ground 


the neceſſity of ſuch an augmentation; and they expoſed 


the weak conduct of the adminiſtration, in having con- 
tributed to deſtroy the balance of power, by aſſiſting Spain 
againſt the Emperor in Italy, ſo as to aggrandize the Houſe 
of Bourbon. 

6 XXIII. Sir William Wyndham moved, that the 
eſtimate of the navy for the enſuing year might be referred 


to a ſelect committee. He expreſſed his ſurpriſe, that 
notwithſtanding the vaſt ſums which had been yearly 


raiſed, and the long continuance of the peace, the people 
had not been quite delivered of any one tax incurred in the 
preceding war. He ſaid, he could not comprehend how 


it was poſſible to find pretences for expoſing the nation to 


ſuch exorbitant charges; and he took notice of ſome un- 
conſcionable articles in the accounts of the navy-debt that 
lay upon the table. He was ſeconded by Mr. Sandys, 
and ſupported by Sir Joſeph Jekyll and Mr. Pulteney ; 
but after ſome debate the motion was carried in the nega- 


tive. When the new treaty with Denmark fell under 
conſideration in a grand committee, Mr. H. Walpole 


moved, that the ſum of fifty- ſix thouſand two hundred and 
fifty pounds ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, as a ſubſidy 
to the Dane, purſuant to the ſaid treaty, for the ſervice of 
the enſuing year. The demand did not meet with RF 
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D my K diate compliance. All the leaders in the oppoſition ex- | anc 
aimed againſt the ſubſidy as unneceſſary and unreaſonable. | for 
1734 They obſerved, that as the Engliſh had no particular in- | lan 

| tereſt of their own for inducing them to engage in the | to 
preſent war, but only the danger to which the balance of FE. 
power might be expoſed by that event; and as all the | is 
powers of Europe were as much, if not more, intereſted day 
than the Engliſh in the preſervation of that balance, cla 
ſhould it ever be really endangered, they would certainly of 
engage in its defence, without receiving any valuable con- of t 
ſideration from Great-Britain ; but, ſhould the Engliſh be tha 
always the firlt to take the alarm upon any rupture, and ma 
offer bribes and penſions to all the princes in Europe, the of 
whole charge of preſerving that balance would fall upon the 
Great-Britain : every ſtate would expect a gratification ſup 
from her, for doing that which it would otherwiſe be obli- Che 

ed to do for its own preſervation : even the Dutch might and 

at laſt refuſe to aſſiſt in trimming this balance, unleſs Bri- any 

| tain ſhould ſubmit to make the Grand Penſionary of Hol- ing 
land a penſionary of England, and take a number of their the 
forces into Engliſh pay. The debate having had its free bim 
courſe, the queſtion was put, and the motion approved by to c 

the majority. The miniſtry allowed a bill to be brought Sco 

in for limiting the number of officers in the Houſe of Com- lord 
mons; but at the ſecond reading it was rejected upon 2 app 
diviſion, after a learned debate, in which it appeared that mig 

the oppoſition had gained a valuable auxiliary in the perſon preſ 

of Lord Polwarth, fon to the Earl of Marchmont, a noble land 

man of clegant parts, keen penetration, and uncommon ratic 
vivacity, who ſpoke with all the fluency and fervour of ſhire 
elocution. | | to la 

 $ XXIV. The minority in the Houſe of Lords were not met 

leſs vigilant and reſolute in detecting and oppoſing every to p 
meaſure which they thought would redound to the prejudice be g 

of their country. But the moſt remarkable object that em- and 
ployed their attention during this ſeſſion was a very extraordi- carr. 
nary petition, fubſcribed by the Dukes of Hamilton, Queenſ- | the 
berry, and Montroſe, the Earls of Dundonald, Marchmont, Hou 


an ſtate 
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for carrying on the election of the ſixteen peers for Scot- 
land. The Duke of Bedford, who delivered their petition 
to the Houſe, propoſed a day for taking it into conſider- 
ation; and to this they agreed. It was afterwards moved, 


that the conſideration of it ſhould be adjourned to a ſhort 


day, before which the petitioners ſhould be ordered to de- 
clare whether they intended to controvert the laſt election 
of all the ſixteen peers, or the election of any, and which 
of them. This affair was of ſuch an unprecedented nature, 
that the Houſe ſeemed to be divided in opinion about the 
manner in which they ought to proceed. 'The partiſans 
of the miniſtry would have willingly ſtifled the enquiry in 
the beginning; but the petitioners were ſo ſtrenuouſly 
ſupported in their claim to ſome notice, by the Earls of 
Cheſterfield, Abingdon, and Stratford, the Lords Bathurſt 
and Carteret, that they could not diſmiſs it at once with 
any regard to decorum. The order of the Houſe, accord- 


ing to the motion explained above, being communicated by 


the Lord-Chancellor to the petitioners, they waited on 
him with a declaration, importing, that they did not intend 


to controvert the election or return of the fixteen peers for 


Scotland; but they thought it their duty to lay before their 
lordſhips the evid ace of ſuch facts and undue methods as 
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| appeared to them to be dangerous to the conſtitution ; and 


might in future elections equally affect the right of the 
preſent ſixteen peers, as that of the other peers of Scot- 


land, if not prevented by a proper remedy. 'T his decla- 


e 


| ſhire made a motion, that the petitioners Alf be ordered 


to lay before the Houſe in writing inſtances of thoſe undue 


methods and illegal practices upon which they intended 


to proceed, and the names of the perſons they ſuſpected to 


be guilty. He was warmly oppoſed by the country party; 
and a long debate enſued, after which the queſtion was 
carried in favour of the motion, and the order ſignified to 
the petitioners. Next day their anſwer was read to the 


Houſe to this effeck: That as they had no intention to 


ſtate themſelves accuſers, they could not take upon them 
2 to 
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to name particular perfons who might have been concerned 
in thoſe illegal practices; but who they were would un- 
doubtedly appear to their lordſhips upon their taking the 


proper examinations; nevertheleſs, they did humbly ac- 


quaint their lordſhips, that the petition was laid before 
them upon information that the liſt of the ſixteen peers 


for Scotland had been framed previous to the election, by 


perſons in high truſt under the crown: that this liſt was 
ſhown to- peers, as a liſt approved by the crown; 
and was called the King's liſt, from which there was to be 
no variation, unleſs to make way for one or two particular 
peers, on condition they ſhould eonform to meaſures : 
that peers were ſollicited to vote for this liſt, without the 
liberty of making any alteration : that endeavours were 
uſed to engage peers to vote for this liſt by promiſe of 
penſions, and offices civil and military to themſelves and 
relations, as well as by offers of money: that ſums were 
given for this purpoſe: that penſions, offices, and releaſes 
of debts owing to the crown were actually granted to 
peers who concurred in voting for this liſt, and to their 
relations: that on the day of election a battalion of his 
Majeſty's troops was drawn up in the abbey-court of Edin- 
burgh, contrary to cuſtom, and without any apparent cauſe 
but that of overawing the electors. This anſwer gave riſe 
to another violent diſpute ; but the majority voted it unſa- 
tisfactory, and the petition was rejected, though the reſo- 
lution was clogged with a vigorous proteſt. _ 

XXV. Notwithſtanding this diſcouragement, the Earl 
of Abingdon moved, That although the petition was diſ- 
miſſed, an enquiry might be ſet on foot touching an at- 
fair of ſuch conſequence to the liberties of the kingdom. 
The Earl of Ilay declaring his belief, that no ſuch illegal 


methods had been practiſed, the other produced a pamphlet, 


intituled, The proteſts of a great number of noble lords, 
entered by them at the laſt election of peers for Scotland. 
Exceptions being taken to a pamphlet, as an object un- 
worthy of their notice, Lord Bathurſt exhibited an authen- 
tick copy of thoſe proteſts, extracted from the journal of that 


election, ſigned by the two principal clerks, and a 
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by two gentlemen then attending in the lobby. Theſe 
were accordingly read, and plainly demonſtrated the truth 
of the allegations contained in the petition. Nothing 
could be more fcandalous, arrogant, and ſhamefull 
flagrant than the conduct and deportment of thoſe who 
acted the part of underſtrappers to the miniſtry on this 
occaſion. But all this demonſtration, adorned and en- 
forced by the charms and energy of eloquence, was like 


preaching in a deſert. A motion was made for adjourning, 


and carried in the affirmative : a proteſt was entered, and 


the whole affair conſigned to oblivion. Divers other 
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motions were made ſucceſſively by the lords in the oppo- 


ſition, and rejected by the invincible power of a majority. 
The uninterrupted ſucceſs of the miniſtry did not, how- 
ever, prevent them from renewing the ſtruggle as often as 


an opportunity offered. They diſputed the continuation 


of the ſalt-tax, and the bill for enabling the King to apply 


the ſum of one million out of the finking fund for the 
ſervice of the current year, though ſucceſs did not attend 
their endeavours. They ſupported with all their might 
a bill ſent up from the Commons, explaining and amend- 
ing an act of the Scottiſh parliament, for preventing 
wronguous impriſonment, and againſt undue delays in 
trials. This was all the natives of Scotland had in lieu 
of the Habeas Corpus act; though it did not ſcreen them 
from oppreſſion. Tet the Ear! of Ilay undertook to prove 
they were on a footing with their neighbours of England 
in this reſpect; and the bill was thrown out on a diviſion. 

The ſeſſion was cloſed on the fifteenth of May, when the 
King, in his ſpeech to both Houſes declared, that the plan 


of pacification concerted between him and the States-Ge- 


neral had not produced the defired effect. He thanked the 


Commons for the ſupplies they had granted with ſuch 


chearfulneſs and diſpatch. He ſignified his intention to 


viſit his German dominions; and told them he ſhould 


conſtitute the Queen regent of the realm in his abſence. 
Immediately after the prorogation his Majeſty embarked 
for Holland, in his way to Ianover. 


5 XXVI. 
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$ XXVI. By this time the good underſtanding between 
the courts of Madrid and Liſbon was deſtroyed by a re- 
markable incident. The Portugueſe ambaſſador at Ma- 
drid having allowed his ſervants to reſcue a criminal from 
the ofhcers of juſtice, all the ſervants concerned in that 
reſcue were dragged from his houſe to priſon, by the Spaniſh 
King's order, with circumſtances of rigour and diſgrace. 
His Portugueſe Majeſty being informed of this outrage, 
ordered repriſals to be made upon the ſervants of the Spa- 
niſh ambaſſadour in Liſbon. The two miniſters withdrew 
abruptly to their reſpective courts, The two mo- 
narchs expreſſed their mutual reſentment. The King 
of Spain affembled a body of troops on the frontiers of 
Portugal; and his Portugueſe Majeſty had recourſe to the 
aſſiſtance of King George. Don Marcos Antonio d' Alze- 
veda was diſpatched to London, with the character of envoy 
extraordinary; and ſucceeded in his commiſſion according 
to his with. 
from England, Sir John Norris failed from Spithead with 
a powerful ſquadron, in order to protect the Portugueſe 
againſt the Spaniards 3 and on the ninth day of June ar- 
rived at Liſbon, where he was welcomed as a deliverer. 
Mr. Keene, the Britiſh envoy at the court of Spain, had 
communicated to his Catholick Majeſty the reſolution of 
his maſter to ſend a powerful ſquadron to Liſbon, with 
orders to guard that coaſt from inſults, and ſecure the 
Brazil fleet, in which the merchants of Great-Britain were 
deeply intereſted. Don Joſeph Patinho, miniſter of his 
Catholick Majeſty, delivered a memorial to Mr. Keene, 
repreſenting, that ſuch: an expedition would affect the 
commerce of Spain, by intimidating foreign merchants 
from embarking their merchandiſe in the flota. But, in 
all probability, it prevented a rupture between the two 
crowns, and diſpoſed the King of Spain to ite to terms 

of eee 
XXVII. The powers in alliance againſt the Houſe of 
Auſtria having rejected the plan of pacification concerted 
by the : King of Great-Britain and the States-General, 
Mr. 


In a little time after the King's departure 
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Mr. Walpole, ambaſſador at the Hague, preſented a memo- C HA p. 


rial to their high mightineſſes, deſiring they would, without 
loſs of time, put themſelves in a poſture of defence, by an 
augmentation of their forces at ſea and land, that they 
might take ſuch vigorous ſteps, in concert with Great- 
Britain, as the future conjuncture of affairs might require. 
But, before they would ſubject themſelves to ſuch expenſe, 
they reſolved to make further trial of their influence 
with the powers in alliance againlt the Emperor; and con- 
ferences were renewed with the miniſters of thoſe allies. 
The affairs of Poland became more and more unfavourable 
to the intereſt of Staniflaus ; for though a great number 
of the Poliſh nobility engaged in a confederacy to ſupport 


his claim, and made repeated efforts in his behalf, the 


Palatine of Kiow ſubmitted to Auguſtus; and even his 
brother the primate, after having ſuſtained a long impri- 
ſonment, and many extraordinary hardſhips, was obliged 
to acknowledge that prince his ſovereign. In Italy the 
arms of the allies {till continued to proſper. Don Carlos 
landed in Sicily, and reduced the whole iſland, almoſt 
without oppoſition ; while the Imperialiſts were forced to 
abandon all the territories they poſſeſſed in Italy, except 


the Mantuan. The Emperor being equally unable to cope 


with the French armies on the Rhine, implored ſuccours 
of the Czarina, who ſent thirty thouſand men to his aſſiſt- 
ance. This vigorous interpoſition, and the ſucceſs of 
Auguſtus in Poland, diſpoſed the court of Verſailles to a 
pacification. A ſecret negociation was begun between 
France and the Houſe of Auſtria; and the preliminaries 
were ſigned without the concurrence or knowledge of 
Spain, Sardinia, and the maritime powers. In theſe arti- 
cles it was ſtipulated, 'That France ſhould reſtore all the 
conqueſts ſhe had made in Germany: That the reverſion 


of the dukedom of Tuſcany ſhould be veſted in the Duke 


of Lorraine: That Lorraine ſhould be allotted to King 
| Staniſlaus; and after his death be united to the crown of 
France : That the Emperor ſhould poſſeſs the Milaneſe, 


the Mantuan, and Parma That the King of Sardinia 


{hould 
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ſhould be acknowledged King of Naples and Sicily, and 
retain the iſland of Elba, with all the Spaniſh territories on 


the coaſt of Tuſcany; and that France ſhould guarantee 


the pragmatick ſanction. 
$ XXVUL. The King of Great-Britain returned IT 


Hates to England in the month of November ; ; and on 
the fifteenth day of January opened the ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment. On this occaſion he congratulated them on the 
near proſpect of a general peace in Europe, in conſequence 
of the preliminary articles to which the Emperor and the 


King of France had agreed ; and of which he had ex- 


preſſed his approbation, as they did not differ in any 


efſential point from the plan of pacification which he and 
the States-General had offered to the belligerent powers. 
He told them that he had already. ordered a conſiderable 
reduction to be made in his forces both by fea and land; 


but at the ſame time obſerved it would be neceſſary Sa 
continue ſome extraordinary expenſe, until a more perfect 
reconciliation ſhould be eſtabliſhed among the ſeveral 
powers of Europe. An addreſs of thanks was unani- 
mouſly voted, preſented, and graciouſly received. After 
the Houſe had received ſeveral petitions from different 


counties and gentlemen, complaining of undue influence 
in elections for members of parliament, it proceeded to 
conſider of the ſupply, and Sir Charles Wager moving 


that fifteen thouſand ſeamen ſhould be employed for the 


ſervice of the enſuing year, the propoſal was approved 


without oppoſition. But this was not the caſe with a 


motion made by Mr. Pulteney, © That the ordinary eſti- 
cc mate of the navy ſhould be referred to a ſelect com. 
« mittee.” The miniſtry diſcouraged all ſuch prying 


- meaſures : a debate was produced, the Houſe divided, and 


the motion was rejected. Such was the fate of a motion 


for raiſing the ſupplies within the year, made by Mr. 


Sandys, and ſupported by Sir John Barnard, Mr. Willi- 
mot, and other patriots, who demonſtrated, that this was 


2 ſpeedy and practicable expedient for diſcharging the 


national 
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national debt, lowering the intereſt of money, reducing 
the price of dabour, and encouraging a ſpirit of com- 
merce. 

XXX. The bill for limiting the number of officers in 
the Houſe of Commons was again revived. The Kin 
was empowered to borrow fix hundred thouſand pounds, 
chargeable on the ſinking fund, for the ſervice of the en- 
ſuing year, though this power was not eaſily granted; and 


the Houle reſolved to lay a duty of twenty ſhillings per 


gallon on all ſpirituous liquors, after it had appeared to 


the committee appointed for that purpoſe that thoſe ſpirits 


were pernicious to the health and morals of the people. 
To this reſolution was added another, which amounted to 


a total prohibition, namely, that fifty pounds ſhould be- 


yearly paid to his Majeſty for a licenſe to be annually 
taken out by every perſon who ſhould vend, barter, or 
utter any ſuch ſpirituous liquors. Mr. Walter Plumer, 
in wall concerted ſpeech, moved for the repeal of ſome 
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clauſes in the teſt act: theſe he repreſented as a ſpecies of 


perſecution in which proteſtant diſſenters were confounded 
with the Roman catholicks and enemies to the eſtabliſh- 


ment. He was ſuſtained by Lord Polwarth and Mr. 


Heathcote; but Sir Robert Walpole was joined by Mr. 
Shippen againſt the motion as dangerous to the eſtabliſhed 


church: and the queſtion being put, it was carried in the 
negative. When Sir Joſeph Jekyll preſented to the Houſe, 
according to order, a bil! founded on the reſolutions they 
had taken againſt ſpirituous liquors, Sir Robert Walpole 
acquainted them, by his Majeſty's command, that as the 
alterations propoſed to be made by that bill in the duties 
charged upon all ſpirituous liquors might in a great degree 
affect fome part of the civil-lift revenues, his Majeſty, for 


the ſake of remedying ſo great an evil as was intended by 


that bill to be prevented, did conſent to accept any other 
revenue of equal value, to be ſettled and appropriated in 


An. 1736. 


lieu of his intereſt in the ſaid duties. The bill was read a 


ſecond time, and conſigned to a committee of the whole 


Hlouſe; but that for limiting the number of officers in the 
Houſe 
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Houſe of Commons was thrown out at the ſecond read- 
ing. Petitions againſt the bill touching the retail of ſpi- 


rituous liquors were preſented by the traders to the Britiſh 


ſugar colonies, by the merchants of Briſtol and Liverpool, 
repreſenting the hardſhips to which they would be expoſed 
by a law which amounted to a prohibition of rum and ſpi- 
rits diſtilled from melaſſes. In conſequence of theſe re- 
monſtrances, a mitigating clauſe was inſerted, in favour 
of the compoſition known by the name of punch ; and 
diſtillers were permitted to exerciſe any other employment. 
The ſum of ſeventy thouſand pounds was voted for making 
good the deficiencies that might happen in the civil-liſt by 
this bill, which at length paſſed through the Houſe, though 
not without reiterated diſputes and warm altercation. 
Violent oppoſition was likewiſe made to a bill for the re- 


lief of the people called quakers, who offered a petition, 
repreſenting, that though from motives of conſcience they 


refuſed the payment of tithes, church-rates, oblations, and 
eccleſiaſtical dues, they were expoſed to grievous ſufferings 
by proſecution in the Exchequer, eccleſiaſtical, and other 
courts, to the impriſonment of their perſons, and the 
ruin of them and their families. A bill being prepared 
for their relief, was read and printed : then petitions were 


preferred againſt it by the clergy of Middleſex, and of 


many other parts of the kingdom. Counſel was heard in 
behalf of theſe petitioners, and ſeveral alterations propoſed 
in the bill, which after long repeated debates ſurmounted 
all oppoſition, and was ſent up to the lords. 

XXX. In the month of February the King had ſent 
two members of the privy-council to the Prince of Wales, 
with a meſſage, propoſing a marriage between his royal 
highneſs and the Princeſs of Saxegotha. The propoſal 


being agreeable to the Prince, the marriage was celebrated 
Upon this occaſion 


on the twenty-ſeventh day of April. 
Mr. Pulteney moved for an addreſs of congratulation to 
his Majeſty, and was ſupported by Mr. George Lyttelton 


and Mr. William Pitt, who ſeiſed this opportunity of 
pronouncing 
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pronouncing elegant panegyricks on the Prince of Wales C my P. 
and his amiable conſort. Theſe two young members ſoon AL 


diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the Houſe by their eloquence 
and ſuperior talents. The attention of the Houſe was 
afterwards converted to a bill for the preventing of ſmug- 
gling ; and another for explaining the act for the more 
effectual preventing bribery and corruption in the election of 
members to ſerve in parliament. Both made their way 


through the Lower Houſe, and were ſent up to the Lords for 


their concurrence. The number of land- forces voted for the 
ſervice of the current year was reduced to ſeventeen thouſand 


ſeven hundred and four effective men. The ſupplies were 
raiſed by the malt-tax and land-tax, at two ſhillings in the 


pound, additional duties on mum, cyder, and perry, ſtamped 
vellum, parchment, and paper; and by an act empowering 
his Majeſty to borrow ſix hundred thouſand pounds of the 
ſinking fund. In this ſeſſion the parliament repealed the old 
ſtatutes of England and Scotland againſt conjuration, 
witchcraft, and dealing with evil ſpirits. The Commons 
likewiſe prepared a bill to reſtrain the diſpoſition of lands in 
mortmain, whereby they became unalienable. Againſt this 
meaſure petitions were preſented by the two univerſities, 
the colleges of Eton, Wincheſter, and Weſtminſter, and 
divers hoſpitals that ſubſiſted by charitable donations. In 
favour of the univerſities and colleges a particular exempt- 
ing clauſe was inſerted. Several other amendments were 
made in the bill, which paſſed through both Houſes, and 
obtained the royal aſſent. Among the acts paſſed in this 
ſeſſion, was one for naturaliſing her Royal Highneſs the 
Princeſs of Wales; and another for building a bridge 
acroſs the Thames from New-Palace-yard, in the city 
of Weſtminſter, to the oppoſite ſhore in the county of 
Surrey. The points chiefly debared in the Houſe of Lords 
were the addreſs of thanks for his Majeſty's ſpeech, the 
| mortmain bill, the Quakers bill, which was thrown our, 
and that for the prevention of ſmuggling, which did not 
| paſs without diviſion and proteſt. On the twentieth day 
of May the King cloſed the ſeſſion with a ſpeech, in which 
Vol. II. LI he 
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he told both Houſes that a further convention touching the 
execution of the preliminaries had been made and commu- 


nicated to him by the Emperor and Moſt Chriſtian King: 
and that negociations were carrying on by the ſeveral powers 


engaged in the late war, in order to ſettle a general pacifi- 
cation. He expreſſed great concern at ſeeing ſuch deeds 
of diſſatisfaction fown among his people: he proteſted it 


was his deſire, and ſhould be his care, to preſerve the pre- 
ſent conſtitution in church and ſtate, as by law eſtabliſhed : 
he recommended harmony and mutual affection among 


all proteſtants of the nation, as the great lecurity of that 
happy eſtabliſhment ; and ſignified his intention to viſit 
his German dominions. Accordingly, the parliament was 
no ſooner prorogued than he ſet out for Hanover, after 
having appointed the Queen regent in his abſence. 


$ XXX1. Such a degree of licentiouſneſs prevailed over 


the whole nation, that the kingdom was filled with tumult 
and riots, which might have been prevented by proper 


regulations of the civil government in a due execution of 


the laws. The moſt remarkable of theſe diſturbances 
happened at Edinburgh, on the ſeventh day of September. 


John Porteous, who commanded the guard paid by that 


city, a man of brutal diſpoſition and abandoned morals, 
had at the; execution of a ſmuggler been provoked by ſome 
inſults from the populace to order his men, without uſing 


the previous ſormalities of the law, to fire with ſhot among 
the crowd; by which precipitate order ſeveral innocent per- 
ſons loſt their lives. Porteous was tried for murther, con- 


victed, and received ſentence of death ; but the Queen, as 
guardian of the realm, thought proper to indulge him 


with a reprieve. 'The common people of Edinburgh re- 


ſented this lenity ſhown to a criminal who was the object 
of their deteſtation. They remembered that pardons had 
been granted to divers military delinquents in that country, 
who had been condemned by legal trial. They ſeemed 


to think thoſe were encouragements to oppreſſion : they 


were fired by a national jealouly : they were ſtimulated 
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by the relations and friends of thoſe who had been mur- 
thered ; and they reſolved to wreak their vengeance on the 
author of that tragedy, by depriving him of life on the 
very day which the judges had fixed for his execution. 


'Thus determined, they aſſembled in different bodies, about 


ten o'clock at night. They blocked up the gates of 
the city, to prevent the admiſhon of the troops that were 
quartered in the ſuburbs. They ſurpriſed and diſarmed the 
town guard: they broke open the priſon doors, dragged 
Porteous from thence to the place of execution, and leav- 
ing him hanging by the neck on a dyer's pole, quietly 


diſperſed to their ſeveral habitations. This exploit was 


perſormed with ſuch conduct and deliberation as feemed 
to be the reſult of a plan formed by fore perſons of conſe- 
qUENCe: it, therefore, became che object of a very ſevere 
enquiry. 

6 XXXII. During this ſummer a rupture happened 
between the Turks and Ruſſians, which lait reduced 
the city of Aſoph on the Black-Sea, and over-ran the 
createlt part of Crim Tartary. The Czarina declared 
war againſt the Ottoman Porte, becauſe the Tartars of the 
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Crimea had made incurſions upon her frontiers; and when 


ſhe complained of theſe diſorders to the Vizir, ſhe received 
no ſatisfaCtion : beſides, a large body of Tartars had, by 
order of that miniſter, marched through the Ruſſian pro- 


vinces in deſpite of the Empreſs, and committed terrible 


havock in their route. 'The Emperor was obliged to en- 
gage as a party in this war, by a treaty offenſive and de- 
fenſive, which he had many years before concluded with 
the Czarina. Yet, before he declared himſelf, he joined 
the maritime powers in offering his mediation to the Sul- 


tan, who was very well diſpoſed to peace; but the Czarina 


inſiſted upon her retaining Aſoph, which her forces had 
reduced ; and this preliminary article being rejected, as 
diſhonourable to the Ottoman Empire, the court of Vienna 
began to make preparations for war. By this time all the 
belligerent powers in Italy had agreed to the preliminaries 


of peace concluded . between the Emperor and France. 
L12 The 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


1 K The Duke of Lorraine had eſpouſed the Emperor's eldeſt 


daughter, the Archducheſs Maria Thereſa, and ceded Lor- 
raine to France, even before he ſucceeded to Tuſcany. 


Don Carlos was crowned King of Sicily: Staniſlaus abdi- 


cated the crown of Poland; and Auguſtus was univerſally 
acknowledged ſovereign of that kingdom. The prelimi- 
naries were approved and accepted by the diet of the em- 
pire : the King of Spain ſent orders for his troops to eva- 
cuate Tuſcany ; and the provinces in Italy yielded to the 
houſe of Auſtria. Prince Eugene, who had managed the 
intereſts of the Emperor on this occaſion, did not live to ſee 
the happy fruits of his negociation. He died at Vienna, 
in April, at the age of ſeventy-three, leaving behind him 
the character of an invincible hero and conſummate poli- 
tician. He was not long ſurvived by Count Staremberg, 
another Imperial General, who ranked next to the prince 


in military reputation. About the ſame time Great-Britain 
ſuſtained a national loſs in the death of Lord Chancellor 


Talbot, who, by his worth, probity, and acquired accom- 


pliſhments, had dignified the great office to which he had 
been raiſed. He died univerſally lamented, in the month 


of February, at the age of fifty-two; and was ſucceeded 


on the bench by Lord Hardwicke. 


$XXXIII. The King being indiſpoſed in conſequence 


ol having been fatigued by a very tempeſtuous paſſage from 


Holland, the parliament was prorogued from the twenty- 
firſt day of January to the firſt of February, and then the 
ſeſſion was opened by commiſſion. The Lord Chancellor, 


as one of the peers authoriſed by this commiſſion, made a 
| ſpeech in his Majeſty's name to both Houſes. With reſpect 
to foreign affairs, he told them, that the reſpective aQs of 


ceſſion being exchanged, and orders given for the evacu- 
ation and poſſeſſion of the ſeveral countries and places by 
the powers concerned, according to the allotment and 
diſpoſition of the preliminary articles, the great work of 
re-eſtabliſhing the general tranquillity was far advanced : 

that, however, common prudence called upon them to be 


very attentive to the final concluſion of the new ſettle- 


ment. 


——— A * hands © and a... . 


E 
4 
1 


%%ôôͤ% . TT ie Ii: 


— — . 


l 1 


577 


ment. He ſaid his Majeſty could not without ſurpriſe and C H a p. 


concern obſerve the many contrivances and attempts car- 
ried on, in various ſhapes, and in different parts of the na- 
tion, tumultuouſly to reſiſt and obſtruct the execution of 
the laws, and to violate the peace of the kingdom. He 
obſerved, that the conſideration of the height to which 
theſe audacious practices might riſe, if not timely ſuppreſ- 


ſed, afforded a melancholy proſpect, and required particular 


attention, leſt they ſhould affect private perſons in the quiet 
enjoyment of their property, as well as the general peace 
and good order of the whole. After the Commons had 
agreed to an addreſs, and heard counſel on ſome contro- 


verted elections, they proceeded to take the ſupply into 


conſideration. They voted ten thouſand men for the ſea- 
ſervice. They continued for the land-ſervice the ſame num- 
ber they had maintained in times of tranquillity, amount- 
ing to ſeventeen thouſand ſeven hundred and four; but 
this meaſure was not adopted without oppoſition : the mo- 
ney was raiſed by the land and malt-taxes, re-enforced with 
one million granted out of the ſinking fund. 


S XXXIV. The chief ſubject of contention that pre- 


ſented itſelf in the courſe of this ſeſſion, was a motion 
which Mr. Pulteney made for an addreſs to his Majeſty, 


that he would be pleaſed to ſettle one hundred thouſand 


pounds a-year upon the Prince of Wales. He repre- 
ſented that ſuch proviſion was conformable to the practice 
of ancient times; that what he propoſed had been enjoyed 
by his preſent Majeſty in the life-time of his father; and 
that a ſettlement of this nature was reaſonable and neceſſary 


to aſcertain the independency of the apparent heir to the 


crown. The motion was vigorouſly oppoſed by Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, as an encroachment on the prerogative ; as 
an officious intermeddling in the King's family affairs; and 
as an effort to ſet his Majeſty and the Prince at variance. 
But a miſunderſtanding, it ſeems, had already happened in 


the royal family. The miniſter in the midſt of his ha- 
rangue told the Houſe, by his Majeſty's command, that on 


the preceding day the King had ſent a meſſage to the 
LT ns Prince 
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Prince by ſeveral noblemen of the firſt quality, importing, 
that his Majeſty had given order for ſettling a jointure up- 
on the Princeſs of Wales, ſuitable to her high rank and 
dignity, which he would in a proper time lay before 
parliament, in order to be rendered more certain and ef- 
fectual; that although his royal highneſs had not thought 
fit, by any application to his Majeſty, to deſire that his 
allowance of fiſty thouſand pounds might be rendered lefs 
precarious, the King, to prevent the bad conſequences 
which he apprehended might follow from the undutiful 
meaſures which his Majeſty was informed the Prince had 
been adviſed to purſue, would grant to his royal highneſs, 
for his Majeſty's life, the ſaid fifty thouſand pounds per 
annum, to be iſſued out of the civil-hſt revenues, over 
and above the Prince's revenues ariſing from the duchy of 
Cornwall, which his Majeſty thought a very competent 
allowance, conſidering his own numerous iſſue, and the 
great expenſe which did and muſt neceſſarily attend an 
honourable proviſion for the whole royal family; that the 
Prince, by a verbal anſwer, deſired their lordſhips to lay 
him with all humility at his Majeſty's feet; to aſſure him 
that he did, and ever ſhould retain the utmoſt duty for his 
royal perſon ; that he was very thankful for any inſtanc- 
of his Majeſty's goodneſs to him or to the Princeſs, and 
E particularly for his Majeſty's gracious intention of ſettling a 
jointure upon her royal highneſs; but, that as to the meſſage, 
the affair was now out of his hands, and, therefore, he 
could give no anſwer to it; that his royal highneſs after- 
wards uſed many dutiful expreſſions towards his Majeſty ; 
adding,“ Indeed, my lords, it is in other hands, and I am 
« ſorry for it;“ or words to that effect. Sir Robert 
Walpole then endeavoured to demonſtrate, that the annual 
ſum of fifty thouſand pounds was as much as the King 
could afford to allow for the Prince's maintenance; and he 
expatiated upon the bad conſequences that mich enſue, 
if the ſon ſhould be rendered altogether independent of the 


father, 
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$ XXXV. Theſe ſuggeſtions did not paſs unanſwered. 
Sir Robert Walpole had aſſerted, that the parliament had 
no right to interfere in the creation or maintenance of a 
Prince of Wales; and that in the cafe of Richard II. 
who, upon the death of his father the Black Prince, was 
created Prince of Wales, in conſequence of an addreſs 
or petition from parliament, that meaſure was in all pro- 
bability directed by the King himſelf. In anſwer to this 
aſſertion it was obſerved, that probably the King would 
not have been ſo forward in creating his grandſon Prince 
of Wales, if he had not been forced into this ſtep by his 
parliament ; for Edward in his old age fell into a ſort of 
love-dotage, and gave himſelf entirely up to the manage- 
ment of his miſtreſs, Alice Pierce, and his fecond ſon, the 
Duke of Lancaſter; a circumſtance that raiſed a moſt rea- 
ſonable jealouſy in the Black Prince, at that time on his 
death bed, who could not but be anxious about the ſafety 
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and right of his only ſon, whom he found he was ſoon to 


leave a child in the hands of a doating grandfather, and 
an ambitious, aſpiring uncle. The ſupporters of the moti- 
on obſerved, that the allowance of fifty thouſand pounds 
was not ſufficient to defray the Prince's ycarly expenſe, 
without allotting one ſhilling for acts of charity and muni- 
ficence ; and that the ſeveral deduCtions for land- taxes and 


fees reduced it to forty-three thouſand pounds. They 


affirmed, that his whole income, including the revenues of 


the duchy of Cornwall, did not exceed fifty-two thouſand 


pounds a-year, though, by his Majeſty's own regulation, 
the expenſe of the Prince's houſehold amounted to fixty- 
three thouſand. They proved, that the produce of the 
eivil-liſt exceeded nine hundred thouſand pounds, a ſum 
above one hundred thouſand pounds a-year more than was 
enjoyed by his late Majeſty ; and that in the firſt year of 
the late King the whole expenſe of his houſehold and 
civil government did not much excced four hundred and 
ſifty thouſand pounds a-year. They obſerved, that the 
parliament added one hundred and forty thoutand pounds 
annually for acts of charity and dounty, together Th 
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the article of ſecret ſervice money; and allowed one hun- 
dred thouſand pounds for the maintenance of the Prince 
of Wales: that the article of ſecret ſervice money had 


prodigiouſly increaſed in the late reign : by an account 


which happened to be laid before the parliament, it appear- 


ed that vaſt ſums of money had been given for purpoſes 
which nobody underſtood, and to perſons whom nobody 


knew. In the beginning of the following ſeſſion ſeveral 
members propoſed that this extraordinary account ſhould 


be taken into conſideration ; but the enquiry was warded 
off by the other party, who declared that the parliament 
could not examine any account which had been preſented 
to a former ſeſſion. The debate was fierce and long; 
and ended in a diviſion, by which the motion was rejected. 
A motion of the ſame nature was made by Lord Carteret 
in the Houſe of Peers, and gave riſe to a very keen diſpute, 
maintained by the ſame Arguments, and Ong in the ſame 
termination, 

6 XXXVI. The next remarkable conteſt was eral ion 
ed by a motion of Sir R. Walpole, who propoſed that the 
ſum of one million ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, to- 
wards redeeming the like ſum of the increaſed capital of 
the South-Sea company, commonly called South- Se 


annuities. Several members argued for the expediency of 


applying this ſum to the payment of the debt due to the 
Bank, as part of that incumbrance was ſaddled with 
an intereſt of ſix per cent. whereas the intereſt paid for 
the other ſums that conſtituted the publick debt did not 
exceed four per cent. Many plauſible arguments were 


offered on both ſides of the queſtion; and at length the 


motion was carried in the affirmative. The Houſe having 
reſolved itſelf into a committee to conſider of the nationa} 
debt, Sir John Barnard made a motion, for enabling his 


Majeſty to raiſe money either by the ſale of annuities, or 
by borrowing at an intereſt not exceeding three per 
cent. to be applied towards redeeming the South - Sea 


annuities; and that ſuch of the ſaid annuitants as ſhould 


be inclined to ſubſcribe their reſpective annuities, ſhould 


be 
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be preferred to all others. He ſaid, that even | thoſe publick 
ſecurities which bore an intereſt of three per cent. only 
were ſold at a premium in Change-Alley : he was, there- 
fore, perſuaded, that all thoſe who were willing to give a 
premium for a three per cent. ſecurity would gladly lend 
their money to the government at the ſame intereſt, ſhould 
books of ſubſcription be opened for that purpoſe, with an 


aſſurance that no part of the principal ſhould be paid off 


for fourteen years. He expatiated upon the national ad- 
vantages that would accrue from a reduction of intereſt. 
From eaſy and obvious calculations he mferred, that in 


a very little time the intereſt upon all the South-Sea 


annuities would be reduced from four to three per cent. 
without any danger to publick credit, or breach of pub- 
lick faith: that then the produce of the ſinking fund would 
amount to fourteen hundred thouſand pounds per annum, 
to be applied only towards redeeming the capital of the 
ſeveral trading companies : he proved that this meaſure 
would bring every one of them ſo much within the power 
of parliament, that they would be glad to accept of three 
per cent. intereſt on any reaſonable terms ; in which caſe 
the ſinking. fund would riſe to one million fix hundred 
thouſand pounds per annum. 'Then the parliament might 
venture to annihilate one half of it, by freeing the people 
from the taxes upon coals, candles, ſoap, leather, and 
other ſuch impoſitions as lay heavy upon the poor labour- 
ers and manufacturers: the remaining part of the ſinking 
fund might be applied towards the diſcharge of thoſe 
annuities and publick debts which bore an intereit of 
taree per cent. only, and afterwards towards diminiſhing 
the capitals of the ſeveral trading companies till the term 
of fourteen years ſhould be expired; then the ſinking fund 


would again amount to above a million yearly, which 


would be ſuffieient for paying them off, and freeing the 
nation entirely from all its incumbrances. This ſalutary 
ſcheme was violently oppoſed by Alderman Heathcote, 
and other partiſans of the miniſtry ; yet all their objections 
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were refuted; and, in order to defeat the project, they 


were obliged to have recourſe to artifice. Mr. Winning- 


ton, 
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BOOK ton moved, that all the publick creditors, as well as the 


South Sea annuitants, ſhould be comprehended. Sir John 


Barnard demonſtrated, that it might be eaſy for the govern- 


ment to borrow money at three per cent. ſufficient for pay- 
ing off ſuch of the proprietors of four-and-twenty millions 
as were not willing to accept of that intereſt, but it would be 


extremely difficult to borrow enough to ſatisfy the proprietors 


of four-and-forty millions, who might chooſe to have their 
principal rather than ſuch an intereſt. Nevertheleſs, reſo- 


lutions were founded on this and other alterations of the 
original ſcheme and a bill was immediately prepared. It 


produced many other debates, and was at laſt poſtponed by 
dint of miniſterial influence. The ſame venerable patriot 
who projected this ſcheme moved, that as ſoon as the inte- 


reſt of all the national redeemable debt ſhould be reduced to 


three per cent. the Houſe would take off ſome of the heavy 
taxes which oppreſſed the poor and the rs 
but this motion was rejected by the majority. 
$ XXXVII. The laſt diſputes of this ſeſſion were ex- 
cited by a bill ſent down from the Lords for puniſhing the 
magiſtrates and city of Edinburgh, on account of the 
murder of John Porteous. In the beginning of the ſeſſion 
Lord Carteret recapitulated the ſeveral tumults and riots 
which had lately happened in different parts of the king- 
dom. He particularly infiſted upon the atrocious murder 
of Captain Porteous, as a flagrant inſult upon the govern. 
ment, and a violation of the publick peace, ſo much the 
more dangerous, as it ſeemed to have been concerted and 
executed with deliberation and decency. He ſuſpected 
that ſome citizens of Edinburgh had been concerned in 
the murder, not only from this circumſtance, but like- 
wiſe becauſe, notwithſtanding the reward of two hundred 
pounds, which had been offered by proclamation for the 
diſcovery of any perſon who ated in that tragedy, not one 
individual had as yet been detected. He ſeemed to think 
that the magiſtrates had encouraged the riot, and that 
the city had forfeited its charter "ani he propoſed a mi- 
nute enquiry into the particulars of the affair. He was 
ſeconded by the Duke of Newcaſtle and the Earl of flar; ö 
thou zl 
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though this laſt nobleman differed in opinion from him C HAP. 


with reſpect to the charter of the city, which, he ſaid, 

could not be juſtly forfeited by the fault of the magiſtracy. 
The Lords refotred, That the magiſtrates and other per- 
ſons from whom they might obtain the neceſſary in- 
formation concerning this riot ſhould be ordered to attend; 

and, That an addreſs ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, 
defiring that the different accounts and papers relating 
to the murther of Captain Porteous might be ſubmitted 
to the peruſal of the Houſe. Theſe documents being 
accordingly examined, and all the witneſſes arrived, in- 
cluding three Scottiſh judges, a debate aroſe about the 
manner in which theſe laſt ſhould be interrogated, whether 
at the bar, at the table, or on the woolſacks. Some 
Scottiſh lords aſſerted, that they had a right to be ſeated 
next to the judges of England : but after a long debate 
this claim was rejected, and the judges of Scotland appeared 
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at the bar in their robes. A bill was brought in to diſable 


Alexander Wilſon, Eſquire, lord-provoſt of Edinburgh, 


from enjoying any oſſice or place of magiſtracy in the city 


of Edinburgh, or elſewhere in Great-Britain; for im- 
priſoning the ſaid Alexander Wilſon; for aboliſhing the 
guard of that city; and for taking away the gates of the 
Nether-Bow-Port, ſo as to open a communication between 
the city and the ſuburbs, in which the King's troops are 
_ quartered. The Duke of Argyle, in arguing againſt this 
bill, ſaid he could not think of a proceeding more harſh or 
unprecedented than the preſent, as he believed there was 


no inſtance of the whole weight of parliamentary inis 


nation, for ſuch he called a procecding by a bill ex 28/ 

fatto, falling upon any ſingle len far leſs upon any 
community, for crimes that were within the reach of the 
inferior courts of juſtice : for this reaſon he obſerved, 


that if the Lord-Provolt and citizens of J Edinburgh ſhould. 


ſuffer in the terms of the preſent bill, they 1 Ts ſuffer by 
a cruel, unjuſt, and fantaſtical proceeding ; a proceeding of 
which ho worſt uſe might be made, if ever the nation 


ſhould have the misfortune to fall under a partial, ſelf- 


intereſted 
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| intereſted adminiſtration. He told them he fat in the 
parliament of Scotland when that part of the treaty of 
Union relating to the privileges of the royal burghs was 


ſettled on the fame footing as religion, that is, they 


were made unalterable by any ſubſequent parliament of 
Great-Britain. Notwithſtanding the eloquence and 
warmth of his remonſtrance, the bill was ſent down to 
the Houſe of Commons, where it produced a violent con- 
teſt. The Commons ſet on foot à ſevere ſcrutiny into 
the particular circumſtances that preceded and attended 
the murther of Porteous: from the examination of the 
evidences it appeared that no freeman or citizen of Edin- 
burgh wes concerned in the riot, which was chiefly com- 
poſed of country-people, excited by the relations of ſome 
unhappy perſons whom Porteous and his men had flain at 
the execution of the ſmuggler ; and theſe were aſſiſted by 
prentice boys, and the loweſt claſs of vagabonds that hap- 


pened to be at Edinburgh: : that the Lord-Provoſt had 


taken all the precautions to prevent miſchief that his re- 
flexion ſuggeſted : that he even expoſed his perſon to the 
rage of the multitude, in his endeavours to diſperſe them ; 
and, that if he had done amiſs, he erred from want of 
judgement, rather than from want of inclination to pro- 
tect the unhappy Porteous. It likewiſe appeared, that Mr. 
Lindſay, member for the city of Edinburgh, had gone in 
perſon to General Moyle, commander of the forces in 
North-Britain, informed him of the riot, implored his 
immediate aſſiſtance, and promiſed to conduct his troops 
into the city; and that his ſuit was rejected, becauſe he 
could not produce a written order from the magiſtracy, 
which he neither could have obtained in ſuch confuſion, 


nor ventured to carry about his perfon through the midſt 


of an enraged populace, The Scottiſh members exerted 
| themſelves with uncommon vivacity in defence of their 


capital. They were joined by Sir John Barnard, Lord 


Cornbury, Mr. Shippen, and Mr. Oglethorpe. Lord 


Polwarth declared, that if any gentleman would ſhow where 
one argument in the charge againſt the Lord-Provoſt and the 
city 


E RUR . 


city of Edinburgh had been proved, he would that inſtant 
give his vote for the commitment of the bill. He ſaid, 
if gentlemen would lay their hands upon their hearts, 


and aſk themſelves, whether they would have voted in 


this manner had the caſe of Edinburgh been that of the 
city of Briſtol, Lork, or Norwich, he was perſuaded 
they would have required that every tittle of the charge 


againſt them ſhould have been fully and undeniably 


proved. Some amendments and mitigations being inſerted 
in the bill, it paſſed the Houſe, was ſent back to the 
Lords, who agreed to the alterations, and then received the 
royal aſſent. 
XXVXVIII. The next effort of the niiniſier was ob- 
liquely levelled at the liberty of the preſs, which it was 
much for his intereſt to abridge. The errors of his con- 
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duct, the myſtery of that corruption which he had ſo 


ſucceſsfully reduced to a ſyſtem, and all the blemiſhes of 
his adminiſtration, had been expoſed and ridiculed, not 
only in political periodical writings produced by the moſt 
eminent hands, but likewiſe in a ſucceſſion of theatrical 
pieces, which met with uncommon ſucceſs among the 
people. He either wanted judgement to diſtinguiſh men 
of genius, or could find none that would engage in his 
ſervice : he, therefore, employed a ſet of wretched authors, 


void of underſtanding and ingenuity. They undertook 
the defence of his miniſtry, and anſwered the animadver- 


ſions of his antagoniſts. The match was ſo extremely 
unequal, that, inſtead of juſtifying his conduct, they ex- 
poſed it to additional ridicule and contempt ; and he ſaw 
himſelf in danger of being deſpiſed by the whole nation. 


He reſolved to ſeiſe the firſt opportunity to choak thoſe. 


canals through which the torrent of cenſure had flowed 
upon his character. The manager of a playhouſe com- 
municated to him a manuſcript farce, intituled, The 
Golden Rump, which was fraught with treaſon and abuſe 
upon the government, and had been preſented to the ſtage 
for exhibition. This performance was produced in the 


Houſe of Commons. The miniſter deſcanted upon the 


inſolence, 
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intereſted adminiſtration. He told them he fat in the 


| parliament of Scotland when that part of the treaty of 


Union relating to the privileges of the royal burghs was 
ſettled on the fame footing as religion, that is, they 
were made unalterable by any ſubſequent parliament of 
Great-Britain. Notwithſtanding the eloquence and 
warmth of his remonſtrance, the bill was ſent down to 


the Houſe of Commons, where it produced a violent con- 
teſt. The Commons ſet on foot a ſevere ſcrutiny into 


the particular circumſtances that preceded and attended 
the murther of Porteous : from the examination of the 


evidences it appeared that no freeman or citizen of Edin- 


burgh wes concerned in the riot, which was chiefly com- 
poſed of country-people, excited by the relations of ſome 
unhappy perſons whom Porteous and his men had ſlain at 
the execution of the ſmuggler ; and theſe were aſſiſted by 
prentice boys, and the loweſt claſs of vagabonds that hap- 
pened to be at Edinburgh: that the Lord-Provoſt had 
taken all the precautions to prevent miſchief that his re- 
flexion ſuggeſted : that he even expoſed his perſon to the 
rage of the multitude, in his endeavours to diſperſe them; 
and, that if he had done amiſs, he erred from want of 


judgement, rather than from want of inclination to pro- 


tect the unhappy Porteous. It likewiſe appeared, that Mr. 


Lindſay, member for the city of Edinburgh, had gone in 


perſon to General Moyle, commander of the forces in 


North-Britain, informed him of the riot, implored his 
immediate aſſiſtance, and promiſed to conduct his troops 


into the city; and that his ſuit was rejected, becauſe he 


could not produce a written order from the magiſtracy, 


which he neither could have obtained in ſuch confuſion, 


nor ventured to carry about his perfon through the midſt 


of an enraged populace. 'The Scottiſh members exerted 


themſelves with uncommon vivacity in defence of their 


capital. They were joined by Sir John Barnard, Lord 
Cornbury, Mr. Shippen, and Mr. Oglethorpe. Lord 
Polwarth declared, that if any gentleman would ſhow where 
one argument in the charge againſt the Lord- Provoſt and the 

city 
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city of Edinburgh had been proved, he would that inſtant 
give his vote for the commitment of the bill. He ſaid, 
if gentlemen would lay their hands upon their hearts, 
and aſk themſelves, whether they would have voted in 
this manner had the caſe of Edinburgh been that of the 
city of Briſtol, York, or Norwich, he was perſuaded 
they would have required that every tittle of the charge 
againſt them ſhould have been fully and undeniably 
proved. Some amendments and mitigations being inſerted 
in the bill, it paſſed the Houſe, was ſent back to the 
Lords, who agreed to the alterations, and then received the 
royal aſſent. 

XXVVIII. The next effort of the miniſter was ob- 
liquely levelled at the liberty of the preſs, which it was 
much for his intereſt to abridge. The errors of his con- 
duct, the myſtery of that corruption which he had ſo 
ſucceſsfully reduced to a ſyſtem, and all the blemiſhes of 
his adminiſtration, had been expoſed and ridiculed, not 
only in political periodical writings produced by the moſt 
eminent hands, but likewiſe in a ſucceſſion of theatrical 
pieces, which met with uncommon ſucceſs among the 
people. He either wanted judgement to diſtinguiſh men 


of genius, or could find none that would engage in his 


ſervice : he, therefore, employed a ſet of wretched authors, 
void of underſtanding and ingenuity. They undertook 


the defence of his miniſtry, and anſwered the animadver- 


ſions of his antagoniſts, The match was ſo extremely 
- unequal, that, inſtead of juſtifying his conduct, they ex- 


; poſed it to additional ridicule and contempt ; and he ſaw 


himſelf in danger of being deſpiſed by the whole nation. 
He reſolved to ſeiſe the firſt opportunity to choak thoſe 
canals through which the torrent of cenſure had flowed 
upon his character. The manager of a playhouſe com- 
municated to him a manuſcript farce, intituled, The 


Golden Rump, which was fraught with treaſon and abuſe 


upon the government, and had been preſented to the ſtage 
for exhibition. This performance was produced in the 
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Houſe of Commons. The miniſter deſcanted upon the 


inſolence, 
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inſolence, the malice, the immorality, and the ſeditious 
calumny, which had been of late propagated in theatri- 
cal pieces. A bill was brought in to limit the number 
of playhouſes ; to ſubject all dramatick writers to the in- 


ſpection of the Lord-Chamberlain ; and to compel them to 


take out a licenſe for every production before it could 
appear on the ſtage. Notwithſtanding a vigorous oppo- 
ſition, this bill paſſed through both Houſes with extra- 


ordinary diſpatch, and obtained the royal ſanction. In 


this debate the Earl of Cheſterfield diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
by an excellent ſpeech, that will ever endear his character 
to all the friends of genius and literature, to all thoſe who 
are warmed with zeal for the liberties of their country, 
«© Our ſtage (ſaid he) ought certainly to be kept within 
due bounds ; but, for this purpoſe, our laws as they 
ſtand at preſent are ſufficient. If our ſtage-players at 
any time exceed thoſe bounds, they ought to be proſe- 


cc cuted ; they may be puniſhed. We have precedents, 


« we have examples of perſons puniſhed for things les 
& criminal than ſome pieces which have been lately re- 


* preſented : a new law muſt, therefore, be unneceſſary ; 


« and in the preſent caſe it cannot be unneceſſary with- 
«© out being dangerous. Every unneceſſary reſtraint is a 


fetter upon the legs, is a ſhackle upon the hands of 
<« liberty. One of the greateſt bleſſings we enjoy, one of 


< the greateſt bleſſings a people can enjoy, is liberty. 


gut every good in this life has its allay of evil. Li- 


& centiouſneſs is the allay of liberty. It is an ebullition, 


an excreſcence; it is a ſpeck upon the eye of the politi- 
“ cal body, which I can never touch but with a gentle, 


« with a trembling hand, leſt I deſtroy the body; leſt! 


„ injure the eye upon which it is apt to appear. If the 


&« ſtage becomes at any time licentious, if a play appears to 


ce be a libel upon the government, or upon any particular 
« to puniſh the offender. If poets and players are to be 
« reſtrained, let them be reſtrained as other ſubjects are, 
„e by the known laws of their country; if they offend), 

„let 


man, the King's courts are open; the law is ſufficient 


b 
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let them be tried as every Engliſhman ought to be, by 
God and their country. Do not let us ſubject them 
to the arbitrary will and pleaſure of any one man. A 
power lodged in the hands of a ſingle man to judge 
and determine without limitation, control, or appeal, is 
a fort of power unknown to our laws, inconſiſtent 
by with our conſtitution. It 1s a higher, a more abſolute 

© power than we truſt even to the King himſelf ; and, 
« therefore, I muſt think we ought not to veſt any 


— 
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« ſuch power in his Majeſty's ord: chamberlain.” His 


arguments had no effect, though the Houſe admired his 


elocution ; and the playhouſe bill paſſed into a law. On 


the twenty-firſt day of June the King made a ſhort ſpeech 
to both Houſes, ne the Lord Chancellor prorogued the 
Parliament. 
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